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DEDICATION 


BY THI 


FRENCH TRANSLATOR, 


1 0 


Mr. 1 M ES, the Bookſeller” 8 Boy. 


Underſtand, Maſter James, 
that you are mighty exact 
in diftributing the Letters 
which J ſend your Maſter 
twice a Week : Allow me to 
return you Thanks, and to 
TED my Gratitude in this Epiſtle, Dedica- 
tory. You receive an Honour render'd to 


the greateſt Heroes, but which has alſo been 
beſtowed on the greateſt Scoundrels; to the 


former for their Merit, and to the latter for 
their Riches. You, Maſter James, are nei- 
ther a Cæſar, nor a Creſus; you love to ſleep 
in a whole Skin; and twelve Pence a Weck, 
4A 2 as 


NL Kt 
as your Maſter aſſures me, is the Sum Total 
of your Revenue, and therefore I preſume 


that none will imagine I flatter your Vanity, 
to ſhare in your Wealth; z yet 


I love the Man who toils for daily Food, 


But hate the Wreteh who ſucks his Country? S 
Blood. 


For which Reaſon I paſs by the high ſtati- 


on'd Rogue, to do Homage to honeſt, ſimple 
James; though I muſt own that, from the 
Reſemblance of the Stateſman's Character 
with the modern Maelites, fuch a Man might 
be thought a qualified Patron to IEWIS H 
LETTERS; but what's done is done, and 
I am Mr. Aae 


Most Humble and moſt Obedien "TUE 


The Tranſlator. 
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PREFACE 


BY-THE 
French "Tranſlator. 


D [TEN TI nudertook a Tranſlation of 
the JEWISH LETTERS, I was ſ% fen 
fible of ſome Inconveniencies which 
attended the publiſhing of them, that 
nothing leſs than the JSollicitations, - 
- | and even the Reproaches of my Friends 
for depriving the ingenious aud polite Part of Man- 
kind of an nſeful and agreeable Entertainment, could 
have prevailed on me to part with the Manuſcript. 
The Malice of Monks and briers flrack me with. 
Terror, but the ſame Friends remoded my bears, aud, 
at laſt, convinced me that, as theſe Leiters treated 
Hovereigus with the Reſpect due io their ſacred Per- 
ſons and Characters, and contain'd nothing but Max- 
ims tending to the Good aud Benefit of civil Society, 
the judicious Readers wou'd not allow themſelves to 
be prepoſſeſs'd or iufluenc d by the Clamours of Bigots 
and Iznorauts, who vainly imagine, that to nnmast 
Vice aud Hypocriſy is to iaſult Heaven + Neverthe- 
leſs, what I dreaded is come to paſs; among a cer- 
tain Set of Men I'm look'd upon as one uni: 

bis Principles, and they will:agly  * | 
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me accountable for my Author's Sentiments. But is 
r not highly extravagant to imagine, or to require, 
that a Few ſhould approve of Maxims and Cuſtoms 
directly contrary to his Law and the Prejudices of 
Education? Have the Letters of the Turkiſh Spy 
given Offence? They are infinitely ſtronger than 
#hoſe which I have tranſlated, and yet no Men of 
Senſe have made the Frenchman anſwerable for the © 
Muſſetman's Principles. | ö 
If the Approbation of Connoiſſeurs, or People of 
Taſte, and the Succeſs of this Performance Ao more 
than ballance the Trouble which certain reflectiug 
Diſcourſes may have given the Author, I have Ground 
70 deſpiſe, or, at leaſt, not to be affected either with 
he trifling Remarks of ſome Criticks, or the malici- 
ous Aſperſions of certain Bigots, I have received 
congratulatory Letters from different Parts of Europe 
an the Accompliſhments aad Ingenuity of AARON 
M oNCECA ; and, lately, my Tranſcriber at the Hague 
tas ſent me the original Letter of my Lord N, 
zn which he gives his Friend in Holland a Cha- 
racter of the JEWISH LETTERS very much to my 
Honour. I know that the Approbation of a Prote- 
ſtaut won't paſs Muſter with a zealons, hot-brain d 
Roman - Catholick ; and am ſenſible that many 
of them have taken Offence at ſome Freedoms and 
"Fokes on the Ceremonies of the Church; but they 
ought to have obſerv'd that, in attacking the Oui- 
fide, or, rather, the uſeleſs and frivolous Parts of 
Religion, what's eſſential and ſolid appears in its 
native Purity and Luſtre : is not the making merry 
with the Roman Ritual that has provek'd the Hy- 
pocrites, but the Diſcovery of their Impoſitions, Vil- 
lanies, and Cheats, which this Bool, in its Progreſs, 


| has, to their great Regret, and in ſpite of all their 


Efforts, eſfectually accompliſp'd. 
of. 


* Author of the JEWtSil LETTERS. 
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If- the: Regard due to Noblemen: of the higheſt 
Rank pre crib'd no Limits to the Vanity which their 
Approbation gives me, I might eaſily make it appear 
that, even in Paris, the JEwiSH LETTERS have 
found as warm Partiſans as in Holland, or in Eng- 
land. Our Endeavours ſhould aſpire to pleaſe Men 
of Wit and ſuperior Talents; what Matter tho" we 
be not in Favour with a Knot of Dunces, Monks aud 
Bigots ? Is what they diſapprove of the leſs valuable? 

Some of the Learned, to whoſe Taſte it ſhall al- 
ways be my Glory to ſubmit, were deſirous that. 
AARON MONCECA ſhould have given Abridgments 
of ſome curious Books: This would have been no 
difficult Thing, ſince I have by me ſeveral Letters of 
his, trauſlated and ready for the Preſs, which treat 
only of Literature, but the Bookſeller, more intent 
on pleaſing the Publick, than the ſmall Number of 
the Learned, was 1ncliwd to publiſh thoſe firſt which 
regarded Manners and Cuſtoms, being perſuaded that 
they wound be more agreeable to the general Taſte, 
and more eaſily diſpos'd of. In the Second Volume of 
this Work, due Care will be taken to pleaſe, alter- 
ately, the Learn'd, the Beaus, and the Ladies (who 
ought to have had the Precedency) and a Truce is 
offer'd, in the Courſe of this Volume, even to the 


onks, the Subjects of it running on Gallantry, 
Learning, aud Manners. 
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T' laſt I have obtain'd of 
AaronMoncecawhatyou 
ſo earneſtly defired ; he con- 
ſents that I ſend you regu- 
larly a Franſlation of the 
principal Letters which he 

— {ſhalt write on the Subjects 
hae he thinks worthy of his Conſideration ; 
and has alſo promis'd, ro communicate the 
Anſwers of his Friend Isaac Oxis, Rabby 
of Conſtantinople, and thoſe of Jacos Briro, 
a Jew of Genoa, his Correſpondent in Ta) 
As he has changed his Name fince he came 
to France, he has no Meaſures to keep, fo 
that Secrecy on your Part is only neceſſ: ary 
with Reſpect to the Tranſlator, whom you 
wou'd lay under the Neceſſity (if known) to 
conceal 
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conceal the Names * of thoſe mentioned in 
the Letters, and to ſoften certain Expreſſions 
which repreſent in their natural Colours the 
real Sentiments of theſe Philoſophical Hebrews. 
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* The Adventures inſerted in theſe Letters are conformable to 
the exacteſt Truth, 
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BY THE 
Engliſh Tranſlator. 


REFACES are fo much like 
printed Bills, paſted upon Play- 
houſe Doors, to give an, Account 
of the Entertainment you are to 
expect within, that were it not 
in pare Compliance to Cuſtom, one 
wow'd for ſwear writing any: But 
1 | = the World is humorous, and muſt 
Ve ſerv'd according to its own Faſhion. Every Thing 
1 ig deſpis*d that is not modiſh, aud he that publiſhes a 
Book, without civilly WO his N. A, al the 
Beginning, is thought to inti euch upon good Manners. 
To prevent all ſuch Inconveniencies, tis thought 
fit to ſay aWord or two, not in Praiſe of the Engliſh 
Tranſlation, but of the French, which muſt be al- 
lowed, by thoſe who are acquainted with that Lan- 
guage, to be writ with great Spirit. I am willing 
zo take the Blame of all Defedis upon myſelf; and if 
the indulgent Reader ſhould excuſe the Roughneſs, 
Want of Ae and Careleſueſs of Expreſſion, and 
fancy that 1 rather chuſe to follow my Author, as 
cloſe as the Difference of Idioms will admit, than to 
give myſelf a Latitude for the Sake of a ſweet Period, 


or 
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or a delicate Cadence, it won'd be treating me really 
better than I deſerve. PE | 

Tho our Author's Philoſophy may ſometimes differ 
from the Syſtems of our modern Virtuoſi, yet it may 
paſs Muſter in a Jew, ſince it's taken for granted, 
that the Men of that Faith rarely apply themſelves 
to ſuch Studies, or, at leaſt, not in the Method uſed 
in Chriſtian Schools : Ty may have the ſame Ideas 
of natural Things as we, but they expreſs themſelves 
in a different Manner. 

As for his Morals, they are ſolid aud grave, and 
ſuch as kould not be reprehended, even in a Chriſtiaz 
Mriter, if we reduce what he ſays to Univerſals, for 
abſtractiug from the particular Obligations which he 
had to his native Religion, there will be found little 
Difference between his Ethicks and ours. He ever 
where recommends Loyalty, Fuſtice, Fortitude, Tem- 
perance, Prudence, and all thoſe other Virtues which 
are requiſite to fill up the Character of a [ero or 
a Saint, 


Aud who will condemn him for patroniſing the Re- 


C l:g10n and Intereſt in which he was bred? It bein 


natural for all Men to adhere to the Notions they have 
fuck'd in with their Mother's Milk: In this alſo he 
ſhews great Moderation, and a more anbyaſs'd Tem- 
per, than one wou'd expect from a Jew, which may, 
in part, be aſcrib'd to the Opportunities he had of 
converſing with the learned and accompliſh'd Per- 


© ſous he met with in the different Countries where 
15 


he travelPd. 

As I have already acknowleds*d iny own Inabilities, 
if the Criticks fall foul of this Tranſlation, I jhall 
conclude that they do it with a View to leſſen the 
Reputation of the JEw1SH LETTERS, or, at leaſt, 


o heighten their own Characters, as Wits and Cri- 


ticks, Maſters of Languages, and the grand Paten- 
tees of humane Senſe. But if the Bios Sex (for 


2 whoſe Entertainment I have made this bold Attempt) 


ſhould 


FE 
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xij PREFACE by the Engliſh Tranſlator. 
ſhould: be 9 my fide, let the cenſorious Man do his 


worſt, I fear him not. 


I'll take the Field, on the proud Critick's Call, 
And fight for F ame, till he, or 1, ſhall fall. 


One Word more, and I have done: Something ver 


handſome will, us doubt, be expected from our firſt 


Appearance, but I'm afraid it won't anſwer to Ex- 
pectation, and the Reaſon of it is obvious: Our Au- 


thor had been but a few Days in Paris when he wrote 
his firſt and ſecond Letters, and therefore could nat 
have Opportunity of making ſuch curious Remarks, 
as he has done in the Sequel. This I hope will apo- 
logize for their Dalneſs, and, at the ſame Time, pre- 
wail with the Public, not to judge of the Piece by 
the Pattern. | | : 
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LETTER l. 


AARON MONCECA Fo Isaac Onts, 
Rabby of Conſtantinople. 


FTER great Fatigue, my dear 
Tjaac, I am at laſt got to Paris, 
and ſince I left Conſtantinople, 
1 could not, till now, write 
to you; I would have wil- 
lingly done it from Marſeilles, 
but was ſo burry'd with Bu— 
ſineſs the ſhort I ime I ſtay'd 
there, that I was forced to 

deny myſelf that Pleaſure. Happy was it for me, 

that I knew the Language of the Country, with 
out which it had been impoſſible to finiſh any Af 
fairs. I have hitherto had no Opportunity of reap- 
ing any Advantage from the Plan which thon 
traced out for my Conduct, nor of thy Inſtruc— 
tions founded upon acquired Experience at the 
Courts of Germany, Poland, and the North. : 
IS N 


Þ JeEwisn LETTERS. 


I x traverſing a Country, without ſtopping, but 
to cat and ſleep, a Man can learn nothing; ſo 
that, for this Time, you muſt put up with a few 
trifling Road-Adventures, and ſome looſe Obſer- 
vations on the Subjects of Diſcourſe with three 
Fellow-I ravellers. The next Letter ſhall make 
Amends for the Void of this, fince I find, from 
the ſhort T''ime I've been here, that I ſhall not 
want Matter to keep up our Correſpondence. 
Mu Friend at Marſeilles recommended me to 
his Correſpondent at Lyons, who forced me to ac- 
cept of a Lodging at his Houſe, and conducted 
me to the Coach when I ſet out for Paris: We 
were four in it, two Merchants, an Officer, and 
myſelf. Scarce had we travelled two Leagues, 
when we became as familiar as if we had been of 
ten Years Acquaintance: They were ſo complai- 
fant, as to anſwer all my Queſtions with a ſur- 
priziug Politeneſs and Atfability ; and J perceive 
that the French, in their own Country, ſhew more 
Civility to Strangers, than they doelſewhere. I is 
pretty much their Failing at Conſtantinople, to ap- 
prove of nothing but what comes from France, or 
what is done there. I wo Days Journey from 
Lyons, at Cbalon, upon the River Saone, alighting 
at an Inn, we heard a prodigious Noiſe, and ſaw. 
2 vaſt Crowd of People aflembled at the Door 
of a neighbouring Houſe; having enquired the 
Reaſon of this Tumult, a Perſon ſtanding by told 
us the Subject: © Gentlemen, ſaid he, the Houſe 
„ where you ſce all this Mob, belongs to Mr. 
Mirobolau, Apothecary, who has juſt now made 
« himſelf known in a glorious Manner, and ſhall 
« hencetorth be lifted among the illuſtrious Saints 
© Of the horned Fraternity: But to unriddle this 
« Myſtery, you mult know, that his Spouſe, re- 
& duc'd it ſeems to ſhort Allowance, had pitch'd 
| | 6c upon 


JewrsH LETTERS. 2. 
ce upon a vigorous young Fellow, his Apprentice, 
« to ſupply her Wants; and misfortunately the 
% Husband popp'd in upon them, when they leatt 
& expected him: In his firſt Tranſport, he got 
« hold of an old Family Muſquet, with an lu— 
et tention to ſacrifice his Rival; but, as Provi- 
« dence would have it, this Inſtrument of Death, 
« wiſer than himſelf, refuſed to fire, which gave 
& the Lover Time to reach the Window, and take 
ee a Leap into the Street: The Wife call'd out 
& Marder; the Neighbours alarm'd, came ruſhing 
„ in, and found the enraged Husband mawling 
& his dear Half with the Dut-End of the Gun; 
and, believe me, it was no eaſy Matter to dis- 
arin this terrible Cuckold, and reſcue the poor 
„ Woman, whom meer Neceſſity had forced to 
& ſubſtitue another in his Place.” What will be 
done, Sir, ſaid I, to this Adultreſs? What can 
they do to her? aniwered he; ſhe'll directly give 
in a Complaint againſt her Husband, who, having. 
no Witneſſes of the pretended Affront to bis Hons 


our, will be oblig'd to allow her a ſeparate Main- 


tenance. You're certainly under a Miſtake, Sir, 
replied I: What! wouid you puniſh a Husband 
tor his Wife's Crimes! Such are our Laws, an- 
ſwered he, and our Civilians, Patterns to gentle 
tame Husbands, have approv'd and ſuſtain'd thein 
by thouſands of Volumes. : 
WHaAT think'ſt thou, my dear Iſaac, of the 
Confuſion and Diſorder in the Chriſtian Cuſtoms 
and Manners? They are conſtantly extolling the 
Beauty and Regularity of their Morals, and yer 


= Adultery paſſes among them for a Piece of Gal- 
lantry. What Difference betwixt Iſrael's Inno- 
2 cency and Chriſtian Debaucheries ! 
think it their greateſt Glory to love none but their 
4 Husbands; and 'tis from the tender conjugal Love 
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alone, they look. for that glorious Lamp, which 
will dart its jlucid Rays from one to t'other He- 
miſphere: It ſometimes human Frailty and Week- 
nels get the better of Reaſon and Modeſty, the 
Care they take in ſhading their Misfortunes from 
publick Diſcovery, effaces a Part of the Crime. 
THE Nazarites look upon falſe Steps in Wo- 


men, as an inexhauſtable Fund for Railery and 


Jeſt; and truly my Fellow-Traveller, the Officer, 


laughed very heartily at the Concern I ſeemed to 


be under: His Diſcourſe is fo deeply imprinted 


in my Mind, that I ſhall, as near as poſiible, uſe 


his very Words, that my Expreſſions may be as 
original and extraordinary as the Facts that I am 
to relate. It may eaſily be perceived, ſaid he, 
that you come from another World: How! a 
coquetiſh Lady to ſurprize you! If you make any 


Stay here, you'll relinquiſh this auſtere Virtue, and 


become more ſociable. What! Sir, ſaid l, are 
fuch Scenes frequent in this Country? No! an— 
fwer'd he, all our Husbands are not ſo filly as this 
Apothecary, nor expoſe themſelves to publick Cen- 
{ure for ſuch Trifles. Why then, reply'd J, Ma- 
trimony in this Part. of the World, mult be the 
worlt of States, fince it renders what ought to 


make Life happy, it's chiefeſt Miſery. You're in 


a Mittake, Sir, ſaid he; tuch Accidents are made 
familiar to us by Cuſtom: The Fate of our 


Neighbours, Parents, and Friends, not only pre- 


pares us for our own, but alſo makes us fit pretty 


eaſy under it: Beſides, Marriage, here, is a Branch 


of Trade; the Value of a Wife is more or leſs, 
according to her Fortune; and ſhe's meaſured by 
her Gold, as a Piece of Cloth by it's Ells: A 


thouſand Crowns are the Value of thirty Ounces 
of Virtue; and, at this Rate, what an Ange] muſt 


ite Eve; who brings her n an hundred _ 
an 
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ſand. . I fancy, anſwered I, that a Woman muſt 
be pretty indifferent about a Husband, who va— 
lues her only for her Money, and that the Loſs 
of him will not affect her much. Few die with 
Griet for being left Widows, ſaid he, ſmiling ; 
and yet, in ſuch Caſes, they all obſerve a mighty 
Ceremonial. 
 « WHEN a Woman loſes her Husband, one 
„ would think that ſhe reſolved not to ſurvive 
« him: She ſhuts herſelf up in her Appartment, 
« {tripp'd of all the gay Furniture, and nothing 


to be ſeen but deep and doleful Black; in this 


T9 


« Sort of Tomb fits the afflicted Fair, bewailing 
«© her unhappy Fate; Floods of Tears ftream 
« from her Eyes, and with her Shrieks ſhe rends 
ce the Skies: But as Exceſs of Grief may have 
« an unhappy Influence on a Lady's Charms, her 
« Hours of Mourning are but few, a Boſom- 
« Friend thus whiſpers in her Ear, You're young 
« and lovely, Nature has not beſtowed fuch 
& Charms on you to bury them; your Husband' 
is gone, for ever gone: Religion commands 
„ Submiflion, and your Years intitle you to a 
new Choice; few there are who would not 
e aſpire to be the happy Man: Let the Chevalier 
« who loved you while in the Poſſeſſion of ano- 
ee ther, be preterr'd. The Widow bluſhes, caſts 
« down her Eyes, and affects to be indifferent; 
« but enter Lover, and all is over: The dead 
“% Husband is ſcarce in his Grave, when ſhe's in 
« the Arms of another.” 


Is not ſuch Behaviour, dear I/aac, the Effects 


of a viſible Puniſhment from Heaven? In former 
| Times Pharoah and the Egyprions were ſwallowed 


up by the Red Sea; and God ſeems to plunge the 


Naxarites into an Abyſs of Perdition and Repro- 
bation. He has ſecured his own People from theſo 
B 3 Excelics 
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8 Jewisn LETTERS, 

Exceſſes, and Vice has not crept in amongſt us. 
Our Wives conjointly with us, have made their 
Vows to Heaven, and bleſſed the God of 1/rael, 
who has not poured on them, nor on their Child- 
ren, a Spirit of Perdition. Haſt thou ever ſeri- 
ouſly reflected, my Friend, on the Character of our 
Jewiſh Women? They are the only Perſons of 
their Sex in the Univerſe, on whom the Manners 
and Cuſtoms of Countries have no Influence; 
every where free, and every where modeſt: In 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa, their Virtue is the ſame; 
but how different the Women of other Religions. 
Doors, Bolts, and vigilant Eunuchs, are the Guar- 
dians of Mahometan Chaſtity : They have as ſtrong 


Inclinations to Infidelity as the Nazarzzes, and are 


more eaſily ſeduced; Reſtraint inſpires Revenge, 
and they ſeldom loſe a favourable Occaſion. Vir- 
tue alone is the Rule of the Daughters of Sion: 
They're as free in Aſia as the Europeans, and chaſte 


as the Mahometans, not to be ſeduc'd by the De- 


baucheries of Nazarite Countries, or tempted by 
bad Example. 
WuAx this Officer ſaid concerning bis Country- 
women, made me anxious to be more fully in- 
formed of their Characters, in order to leſſen the 


Surprize which Cuſtoms and Manners, ſo different 


from ours, muſt otherwiſe have given me, when 
came to Paris; and therefore, in Quality of a 


Stranger, I begg'd that he wou'd favour me with 
| ſome general Ideas, which might ſerve as Guides 


to conduct me through a Labyrinth, where, in all 
Probability, without ſuch Helps, I mult be loſt. 
« Our Women, anſwers he, may be divided into 
« two Claſſes, which comprehend all the relt : 


«The Gay and Gallantiſh form the firſt, and the 
* Devotees the other: Tho', to Appearance, their 


« Schemes of Life are directly oppoſite, yet N 
i 
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* Aims are the ſame, and, by different Routes, 
« terminate in Gallantry, the preciſe Point that 
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reunites the two different Characters; but it 
well be neceſſary to examine them ſeparately. 
« A WELL-BRED polite Lady muſt not pre- 
tend to ſtir before TWO, or Three, in the After- 
noon. As it wou'd be highly undecent and 
vulgar to ſhare in the Husband's Bed, each have 
their ſeparate Apartments: For Weeks together 
ſhe takes care not to ſpeak with him, or even 
to ſee him, unleſs at Aſſemblies, Balls, Operas, 
or Plays, where to avoid the Imputation of Jea- 
louſy, he muſt be very careful to take no No- 
tice of her. Scarce is ſhe dreſs'd when Couriers 
are diſpatch'd with How-d'ye-does all over the 
Town, and thoſe Meſſages are the Buſineſs of 
the Afternoon : At Five ſhe's undetermined 
whether the French or Italian Comedy ſhall 
have the Honour of her Preſence, but reflecting 
at laſt that ſhe's under Engagement to ſup near 
the Engliſß Gate, the Opera is preferr'd; here 
her Imagination is ſo warm'd with amorous 
Scenes, that ſhe leaves the Houſe wholly wrapt 
up in ſoft and tender Sentiments, which receive 
new Force from the Pleaſures of the Table and 
Converſation; the Reſult of all is a Scene of 
Action with a Lover, till Five in the Morn- 
ing, that unwelcome Day forces a Retreat. 
«© I HE dovout Lady is an Enemy to all the 
buſtling Scenes of Life, and reſtrains her Paſ- 
ſions with the Bridle of Decorum; ſhe knows 
better Things than to truſt her Reputation with 
a giddy-headed Beau; the Abbot is her Man, 
his Character and Preferment, to which Hypo- 
crily intitles him, remove all Fears of Indiſcre- 
tion; and ſhe wiſely conſiders that, without 
loling himſelf, he can't harm her Reputation. 
| „ Rye 
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Vows to Heaven, and blefled the God of 1/rael, 
who has not poured on them, nor on their Child- 
ren, a Spirit of Perdition. Haſt thou ever ſeri- 
ouſly reflected, my Friend, on the Character of our 
Jeuiſh Women? They are the only Perſons of 
their Sex in the Univerſe, on whom the Manners 
and Cuſtoms of Countries have no Influence; 
every where free, and every where modeſt: In 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa, their Virtue is the fame; 
but how different the Women of other Religions. 


Doors, Bolts, and vigilant Eunuchs, are the Guar- 


dians of Mahometan Chaſtity : T hey have as ſtrong 
Inclinations to Infidelity as the Nagarites, and are 
more eaſily ſeduced; Reſtraint inſpires Revenge, 
and they ſeldom loſe a favourable Occaſion. Vir- 
tue alone is the Rule of the Daughters of Sion: 
They're as free in Aſia as the Exropeans, and chaſte 
as the Mahometans, not to be ſeduc'd by the De- 
baucheries of Naxarite Countries, or tempted by 
bad Example. 
Wu this Officer ſaid concerning his Country- 
women, made me anxious to be more fully in- 
formed of their Characters, in order to leſſen the 
Surprize which Cuſtoms and Manners, ſo different 
from ours, muſt otherwiſe have given me, when 
came to Paris; and therefore, in Quality of a 
Stranger, I begg'd that he wou'd favour me with 
ſome general Ideas, which might ſerve as Guides 
to conduct me through a Labyrinth, where, in all 
Probability, without ſuch Helps, I muſt be loſt. 
« Our Women, anſwers he, may be divided into 
„ two Claſſes, which comprehend all the relt : 
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„ Aims 


: 

" 
ot 
& 

= 
— 

F 
N. 
5 


Jewisn LETTERS. 7 


« Aims are the ſame, and, by different Routes, 
« terminate in Gallantry, the preciſe Point that 
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reunites the two different Characters; but it 
well be neceſſary to examine them ſeparately. 
« A WELL-BRED polite Lady muſt not pre- 
tend to ſtir before I'wo, or Three, in the After- 
noon. As it wou'd be highly undecent and 
vulgar to ſhare in the Husband's Bed, each have 
their ſeparate Apartments : For Weeks together 
ſhe takes care not to ſpeak with him, or even 
to ſee him, unleſs at Aſſemblies, Balls, Operas, 
or Plays, where to avoid the Imputation of Jea- 
louſy, he muſt be very careful to take no No- 
tice of her. Scarce is ſhe dreſs'd when Couriers 
are diſpatch'd with How-d'ye-does all over the 
Town, and thoſe Meſſages are the Buſineſs of 
the Afternoon : At Five ſhe's undetermined 
whether the French or Italian Comedy ſhall 
have the Honour of her Preſence, but reflecting 
at laſt that ſhe's under Engagement to ſup near 
the Engl: Gate, the Opera is preferr'd ; here 
her Imagination is ſo warm'd with amorous 
SCenes, that ſhe leaves the Houſe wholly wrapt 
up in ſoft and tender Sentiments, which receive 
new Force from the Pleaſures of the Table and 
Converſation; the Reſult of all is a Scene of 
Action with a Lover, till Five in the Morn- 
ing, that unwelcome Day forces a Retreat. 

« I KE dovout Lady is an Enemy to all the 
buſtling Scenes of Life, and reſtrains her Paſ- 
ſions with the Bridle of Decorum; ſhe knows 
better Things than to truſt her Reputation with 
a giddy-headed Beau; the Abbot is her Man, 
his Character and Preferment, to which Hypo- 
crily intitles him, remove all Fears of Indiſcre- 
tion; and ſhe wiſely conſiders that, without 
loling himſelf, he can't harm her Reputation. 
« Every 
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« Every Woman muſt not pretend to the Con- 
“ quelt of aPrelate, or a Prebend, theſe are T re- 
“ ſors reſerved for ſuch only of the Sex who are 
born under the Influence of ſome happy Planet : 
«© But there's ſtill a ſecond Claſs, Monks and 
« Friers (thoſe contemptible and uſeleſs Mem- 
bers of the State) who can ſerve upon a Pinch, 
% and who are in Gallantry, what the Sw1/5 are 
in France, auxilary Troops, and enjoy all the 
« Privileges of the Nation. Their Characters of 
« Conteſlors, and Directors of Conſciences, pro- 
* cure them every where open Doors, and the 


„ Husband bleſſes the happy Day in which the 


« holy Father took upon him the Management 
„of his Wife and F amily.” 
War Debauchery! what Depravation of Man- 


ners! 1 could ſcarce give Credit to this odd Ac- 


count, but if there's no Impoſition, judge what a 
copious Field I have to walk in, and if I ſhall be 
at a Loſs for Matter to entertain thee with. O! 
how I hug myſelf in being born a Few, ſuch Diſ- 
orders are not to be bore with, let me rather be 
for ever depriv'd of the Sweets 'of Marriage, than 
to taſte them with a Chriſtian Partner. Thou 


knoweſt more than another the Value of Jeu 


Wives, and, in Sarah, poſſeſſeſt one of the moſt 
accomplith'd ; the orderly Government of thy 
Houſe and F amily is her principal Occupation, 
ſhe diſdains not even to aſſiſt the Domeſticks in 
their ſervile Employments, and, to ſhew her Dit- 


ference and Submiſlion, prepares and preſents, 


with her own Hand, the Coffee and Sherbet ; and 
what ſpare Time ſhe has is employ'd in inſtructing 
her Children in our holy Law; this is her Diver- 
fion, and this the whole of ner Recreation. I beg 


thou'lt ſhew her the Letters which I ſhall ſend 


thee, perhaps they may divert her. 


I HAVE 
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I HAVE not as yet heard from Marſeilles or 
Genoa. I have writ to Jacob Brito, at Livorno, 


and expect his Anſwer ſoon. 
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Paris, 


AARON MONScECA z IS AAC ON IS. 


7 ERE thou to ſee me, my dear Iſaac, in my 
new Dreis, thou could'ſt not poſſibly know 

me; in Place of a Turi Robe, and furr'd ſable 
Cap, which kept my Head warm, I'm got into a 
ſhort French Coat, and wear a thin Wig, which 
is no Defence againſt Cold. Without this Meta- 
morpholis I ſhould have had all the Mob at my 
Heels, and the better Sort gazing on me as | went 
along, ſo that my Averſon to this whimſical Dreſs 
yielded to Neceility. The Taylor aſſured me that 
my Cloaths were of a polite genteel Taſte, and 
perfectly a /a Mode. A young Fop, who lodges 
in the fame Houle, took upon him the Direction 
of this weighty Affair: As his own Coat was a 
Maſter-piece, and ow'd its Perfection to his In- 
vention, it was, after mature Deliberation, decreed 
that it ſhould ſerve as a Model for mine, and ſurely 
no more elaborate Original could be found from 
whence to draw a Copy, fince he proteſted that 
his Invention had been, for a whole Month, upon 
the Rack about the Sleeves, and the greateſt Part 
of the Summer about the reſt, excluſive of Waiſt= 


coat and Breeches. It wou'd appear, Sir, ſaid I, 
that you have no Affairs of Conſequence upon 
pour Hands, ſince you employ ſo much Time 


about 
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about Trifles. What! Sir, anſwered he, do you 
call the Invention of a new Mode a Bagate!? One 
may eaſily perceive that you come from ſome bar- 
barous Country, that knows nothing of Tate: 
There's more Talents, more Ingenuity, and more 
Science, required in making a genteel Suit of 
Cloaths, than in building a magnificient Palace. 
Do you imagine that he who can make narrow 
Shoulders appear large, and flatten round ones, 
and order a Hoop, a Plait, a Sleeve, according 
to the ſtrict Laws of Mode, can be any other than 
an exquiſite Artiſt? There's no attaining to ſuch 
a Degree of Perfection without long Study, and 
protound Meditation, and if we have not naturally 
2 Genius, notwithſtanding of all our Application, 
we mult ſtill be confined to the loweſt Sphere of 
Knowledge: The Talent of Drefling is the Gift 
of Heaven, many are earneſt to have it, but few 
are ſo happy as to obtain it. | 

Wu o could forbear laughing at ſuch filly Stuff? 
Of whatever Errors I believed Men capable, I did 
not imagine that they extended ſo far, as to. make 
2 Plait more or leſs in a Coat a Matter of Con- 
ſequence! Iasked a Gentleman, who employs his 
Time on Things more eſſential than Faſhions, if 
there were many People in Paris wedded to ſuch 
Follies? There are more than you could believe, 
anſwered he; Mode is the Foible of our Men, 
and the Madneſs of our Women: When a Lady has 
got through the Work of the Toilet, the reſt of 
the Forenoon is employed in fitting and adjuſting 
a Gown bought the Day before: In the Evening 
ſhe goes to the Play, and is under the utmoſt Con- 
ſternation to ſee ſome of the top Ladies with Gowns 
of a new Taſte, for, from Noon to Three, the 
Mode had changed; quite aſhamed of her Dreſs, 
away ſhe goes at the ſecond Act, drives home like 
| | | one 
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one furious, and ſhuts herſelf up till a Dozen of 
Mantua-Makers, hard at Work all Night, have 
made her fit to appear next Day; but 'tis not on 
Cloaths alone that Faſhion exercites Authority, 
all the Actions of Life, nay even Religion itſelt, 
are under her Influence. A Confeſſor muſt be 
a la Mode: The Curate, who had laſt Week four 
hundred Ladies of Quality under his Direction, 


has now only the Charge of two or three Ser- 


vant-Maids; a Maturin Monk, a Franciſcan Or 
Auſtin Frier have deplaced him, and they, in their 
'Turns, are cut out by a Minime, who, in a few 
Days, muſt undergo the ſame Fate. The Word 
of God, the Myſteries of Faith, all muſt be à la 
Mode; and it a Preacher be not an Orator, and 
in Vogue, he may hold forth to the Pews, or at 
leaſt can expect nothing but the Mob; People of 


Faſhion will no more regard him, than they would 


a Mandarin from China, preaching up the Doc- 
trine of Confucius, whom perhaps out of Curioſi ity 
they might be tempted to hear. Our Notions of 
Religion are alſo ſubject to Mode; ſuch who for 
a certain Lime profeſſed Moliniſm, are now high 
flying Jauſeniſis, and, in a little Lime, change Sides 


again; Lo-day, Jauſeniſin prevails, ＋ O-morrow, 
perhaps, will end its Reign. 


NOVELITV reaches the very Saints; St. * Ge- 
zevieve has cut out St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
ſhe yields to St. f Paris, who is now the Hero, 
and will be till lome other ſtarts up. In ſhort, 
the Love of God has alſo been ſubject to Mode; 
a Time has been, wherein a certain Set of Men, 
who valued themſelves on Auſterities of Lite, 
have thought they were exempted from it, and 
have accordingly introduced this abominable Le- 

_hct, 


1A 00 Fanſeuiſt, at v net Tomb Miracles were perform' 4. 
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net,- endeavouring to ſupport it with ridiculous 
and. wretched Arguments. 

WHAT think'ſt thou, my dear Tſaac, of a Re- 
ligion ſubject to Change? Stability and Immuta- 
bility are the Marks of Truth; that Daughter of 
Heaven is not wavering, ſhe runs not after No- 


velty, nor falls in with the chimerical Notions 


of Men. Haſt thou ever ſeen amongſt Pagans, 
even of the groſſeſt Idolatry, any Thing ſo mon- 
ſtrous, as to debate, Whether Love be due from 
the Creature to the Creator? When God gave 


the Law to his People, this was the firſt Com- 


mandment: The Nazarites believe and teach the 


Tame Laws which were writ on Mount Sinai; 


how comes it then to pals, that they are not ſup- 
ported by them againſt ſuch abominable Errors? 
*Tis my Opinion, that the God of Abraham has 
pour'd upon them that Spirit of Perverſion which 
forces them to act againſt Light. The conſtant 
Cry againſt us is, Intatuation and Indocility: Wou'd 
they have us embrace a Law that, by logical So- 
phiſtry, throws a Veil over the cleareſt and moſt 
neceſſary Precept, the Love of God? Let us 
abandon them, dear IJſaac, to their Blindneſs, and 
only take Notice of their Opinions and Maxims, 
ſo tar as they may lerve for our Inſtruction. | 
I' EE Gentleman who ſpoke ſo judiciouſly, is 
call'd the Chevalier Maiſin, and has been in Italy, 
Egypt, and at Grand-Cairo. Merit wherever it is 
found, is in eſteem with him, and the Difference 
of Nation and Religion has no Influence on his 
Ideas. As he's perfectly Maſter of the Hebrew 


and Greek Languages, I made him a Preſent of a 


Homer in Manuſcript, which I had brought with 
me from Smyrna. This Gentleman frequents the 
Learned, and thoſe who cultivate Arts and Sci- 
ences, and has promiſed to introduce me to their 

Acquaintance, 
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Acquaintance, which will, no doubt, furniſh me 
with Materials for carrying on our Philoſophical 
Correſpondence. * 

THe Beau, whom they call the Marquis di 
Farcia, has undertaken to introduce me to ſeveral 
of the firit Rate Ladies, and accordingly was to 


have accompanied me Yeſterday to the Opera, 


but a new Muff and Belt of an exquilite Taſte, 
which will exceedingly raiſe his Reputation, oblig'd 
him to make his Appearance firſt at the French 
Comedy; for which Reaſon, the Chevalier de 
Maiſin was oblig'd to do me that Favour in his 
FREED: 77-55 | | : 
1 HAD no diſtin& Notion of what they call 
Royal Academy of Muſick, and this pompous 
Title had, in Part, occaſioned my Error. I en- 
tered into. a Hall, of which the further End is 
adorned with a Theatre, and the reſt ſurrounded 
with three Rows of Tribunes, built one above 
another, and all crowded with Perſons of both 
Sexes. In the Middle of this Edifice there was 2 
great Multitude of People ſtanding f, who by the 
Help of ' Spying-Glaſles, carefully examined the 
Phyſiognomies and Dreſs of the Ladies. Phe 
Moment the Glaſs was pointed at. a particular 
Lady, ſhe ſoftly turned her Eyes, ſimpercd in 2 
lovely ſweet Manner, and toſſed her Fan with 
great Dexterity, till ſuch time as the Oglers began 


to ſurvey her Neighbour, who immediately dif- 


played ber Art. 
_ SIR, ſaid I to the Chevalier, be ſo kind as to 
inform me what thoſe People are, who appear to 
be fo curious, and why thoſe Ladies give them- 
ſelves. ſo much Trouble? The Perſons whom 
you ſee in the Pit, anſwered he, are our Beaus, 
by Birth Examiners and Comptrollers of Wo— 
„„ CG mens 


* Boxes, f In France the Pit has no Banks to fit on, 
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mens Dreſs ; as alſo the ſole Judges of their Merit, 
Tempers, and Honeſty. Do you obſerve that Lady, 
who is actually under Inſpection? In a Moment 
it will be abſolutely determined, that the Abbot, | 
her Gallant all Summer, is turned off, ſince tage 
Arrival of a young Officer, who has waited on 
her Yeſterday, and the Day before, at the Italian 
and French Comedies, and now attends her here. 
She who was examined before her, has undergone 1 
a more ſevere Sentence; 'tis found, that her Heads. 
Dreſs is not ſtrictly regular, that ſhe ſmiles aux? 
Wardly, and that her Eyes are dull. 
WHILE the Chevalier inſtructed me in theſe 
Particularities, of which I had not the leaſt No- 
tion, a ſurprizing Symphony ſtruck my Ears; I 
looked about to oblerve from whence it came, 
and at laſt perceived the Muſicians in a * Hole at 
the Foot of the Theatre. In a little Time there- 
after, a Woman, attended by "Tome others, ap- 
peared, and, advancing ſome Steps with a, ſolemn 
Gravity, began toſing, and the others ſoon mixed 
their Voices with her's; they were, by and by, 
joined by ſome Men, who augmented the Con- 
ſort: By this Time TI began to conceive, that what 
they called an Opera, was a Comedy ſet to Mu- 
ſick; of which I might have ſeen they had taken 
the firſt Idea from the Chorus of the ancient Greek 
Tragedies. The Pleaſure which the Singing, Wa- 
chinery, and Dancing gave, put a Stop, for a while, 
to my Queſtions ; but Curioſity at laſt prevailing, 
{ begged to know the Names. of ſome of thoſe 
Ladies who formed this Royal Academy; I was 
ſo tar from imagining that ſuch a magnificent 
Jitle could be beſtowed on common Players, 
that I concluded they mult be the Prime of the 
Court. What do you mean by Court Ladies, 
| _ anſwered 
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anſwered he? Thoſe you ſee on the Stage, are 
Women hired to ſing, that Queen of Crete tor- 
merly botched old Stockings at Rouen, and the 
Princeſs, her Siſter, has the Honour to 'be ſprung 
from a Cobler: There are few or none of thote 
Queens and Princeſſes, who have not made ſome 
Tips to the Houſe of Correction, not to men- 
tion their frequent Retreats, when they had Occa- 
ſion for a skilful Chirurgeon. All thoſe People, 
continued he, whom you ſee on the Theatre, are 


excommunicated and ſeparated from our Cburch; 


our Prieſts look upon them as unworthy of Se- 
pulture, and this Contempt hardens them in their 
Debaucheries. Why are they ſuffered then, 1aid 


I? and why are Pcople allowed to hear them, 


and thereby to prove a Means of their Perdition ? 
Play-houſes are neceſſary, reply'd he, in a large 
Town; they divert the Publick agreeably, are a 
Sort of Refreſhment to the Studious, an Amuſe- 
ment to the gayer Sort of Folks, prevent Gaming, 
ſuſpend Detraction and Calumny amongſt the Sex, 
and hinder Drinking and Quarrels. Why don't 
you then, anſwer'd J, hinder your Prieſts from 
covering with Ignominy, Perſons ſo uſeful to So- 
ciety? I ſee that, with you, Church and State 
have ſeparate Duties and Maxims. You are in 
the right, faid the Chevalier; Neceſſity will have 
it ſo: If our Religion was as ſimple and as plain 


as yours, our Prieſts would have leſs Opportu- 
nity to embroil it; it would then approach to 


Nature and common Senſe; but, with us, all is 


Myſtery, all is Revelation ! What the Depoſita- | 


ries of our Faith touch, becomes ſacred in their 
Hands ; and their Ambition leading them to ex- 


tend their Pretenſions without Limitation, the 


State could no otherwiſe ſecure itſelf from their 
Invaſion, but by the Difference of Manners and 
G3 Maxims : 
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Maxims: The Church often excommunicates a 
Man for the very Reaſon which renders him dear 
to the Republick, and often procures him a Pen- 
ſion from the Prince. 

Tr1s Diſcourſe recall'd to my Memory what 
] had ſeen at Conſtantinople, where many Mabo- 
metant make no Scruple to drink Wine, to neg- 
lect the Faſt of Ramaſan, and their Pilgrimage to 
Mecca: Such is the Fate of Religions, which im- 
poſe an inſufferable Yoke, and a Heap of uſeleſs 
Maxims; at the long Run they lie neglected and 
unobſerved: Man, born free, breaks at laſt the 
Chains of Slavery, which would deprive him of 
the Uſe of Life and civil Society. 

THERE'S a Report here, that the Affairs of 
Perfia are in a Situation not at all favourable to 
the Porte; if this be true, I can't concewe the 
Meaning of an immediate Rupture with the Ma- 


covites: Let me know thy Sentiments; if thou 


haſt been exact in anſwering my s! I hall 
ſoon hear from thee. 


P ares, <*w- 


Dec D 
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HOU GH Arts and Sciences are cultivated 

in this Country, yet they're not to be puſn'd 
but to a certain Point; the Feuch mult not —_ 
with grand Subjects; the Court and Clergy ar 
iniuperable Barriers to the Diſcoveries and Pro 
greis of Study and Meditation; a Metaphyſician 
mutt accommodate his Philoſophy to the Politicks 


of the State, and the fooliſh Conceits of Monks, 


Or 
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or communicate his Ideas to none but intimate 
Friends, in the moſt private Manner; if his Opi— 
nions come abroad, the Church excommunicates, 
and the Government banitkes, or throws him in Jail. 

FIVE or fix Months ago, a * Frenchman, who 


bad acquired Reputation, took it in his Head to 


publiſh a f Book, which contain'd many free and 
bold Things, ſuppoited with convincing Argu- 
ments, and full or Wit: The Monks raiſed the 
Hue and Cry, and got him bamiih'd tne Kingdom, 
not ſo much for the Errors found in his Pertor— 
mance, as on Account of tome Wipes which he 
had given them. 

IHE + Oſtraciſme, to which the Greets con- 
demn'd their Fellow-Citizens, is the Fate of the 
Learned in this Country : When a Man becomes 
eminent, and, by his Genius, raiſes himſelf above 
others in Learning, he's preſently baniſh'd. How - 
ever extraorditary this may appear to thee, 1 can 
now atteſt the Truth of it. The famous Des- 
Cartes, whoſe Philoſophy thou haſt read with ſo 
much Pleaſure, was obliged to retire to the re» 
moteſt Parts of the North; the monachal Fury 


- purſued him, even thither, and, dead as he is 


wages daily War againſt him. “ Que of the mo 

eminent Divines, whoſe Works were the firmeſt 
Prop of the Nazarite Religion, was baniſhi'd, and 
forc'd to retire into Flanders; and, ſome Tirfie 
thereafter, the $ Retreat of ſome learned and pious 
Men, whoſe Writings will be tranſmitted to lateſt 
Poſterity, was burnt and raz'd to the Ground: 


The Monks themſelves headed the Troops com- 


manded to execute this Project, and triumplicd, 
over the Ruins of this Houſe, as the Gre over 


C 5 | Troy, 


* Voltaire. f Philoſophical Letters. t Ten Years Baniſhment, 
to which the Atbenians condemn'd thoſe of their Cizens, 
who were too powerful, ** Mr. Arnaud. $ Terri 
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Troy, with this Difference, which diſtinguiſhes the 
Chriſtian Cruelty, that Achilles dug not Hector out 
of the Ground, and that his dragging him round 
the Camp, was only owing to an immediate Im- 
pulſe of Rage; whereas the Monks untombed 
the Dead, and, after innumerable Outrages com- 
mitted on their Bodies, left many of them expos'd 
to the Avidity of wild Beaſts. WY 
IHE French love Sciences, and yet are afraid 


to acquire them: What ſtrange Caprice is this, 


and how different from the Character of the Exgliſp: 
Nothing but Truth can ſatisfy them, the Difcovery 
of it is theit conſtant Study, and they reward thoſe 
who can find it. The Learned in Frauce may be 


compared to Birds, whoſe Wings are clipp'd to pre- 


vent their ſoaring too high: Whatever Genius the 
Nation may boaſt of, yet this flaviſh Fear diffuſes 


thro? all their Writings, a certain Air 6f' Con- 


ftraint, tireſome both to the Author and Reader. 
Some of them have Recourſe to foreign Printers, 
to avoid falling into theſe Defe&s, and to expreſs 
their Sentiments with Freedom ; but their Books 
are looked upon as prohibited Goods, and infec- 
tious, and ſtrict Orders given to the Guards of 
the Frontiers to prevent their entering the King- 
dom; and if they happen to get clear of theſe 
watchful Argus's, it is not without great Subtilty 
and Management. f | 
T n1s perpetual Reſtraint, under which the Af- 
ſemblies of the Learned lie, renders their Pro- 
ductions imperfect : There are ſeveral Societies at 
Paris that bear the Name of Academy, the princi- 
pal and moſt ancient is the French Academy, which 
has, hitherto, produced nothing but a Heap of 
Complements : Tis compoſed of forty Perſons, 
who aſſemble thrice a Week, and are mighty ex- 
act, becauſe the King beſtows a filver Medal 8 
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Jewisn LETTERS. 19 
each who is preſent, and orders that the Medals 
of thoſe who are abſent, ſhall be given to thoſe 


who attend. Their Aſſemblies, for near four- 


ſcore Years, have afforded little or nothing but 
Speeches of Congratulation, Reception, and mu- 
tual Encomiums on each others Talents and Me- 


rit : Sometimes they are employed in regulating a 


Word, or a Syllable; then the whole Members 
diſpute, ſtudy, and are hard at Work for fix 
Months; and, - at laſt, pronounce a Sentence of 


_ Exploſion againſt a certain Phraſe; but it often 


happens that, the Publick having no Regard to the 
Decree, all their Labour is loſt. For fifty Years 
they were buſied about a DiQtionary, which was 
advertiſed in a grand and pompous Manner; at laſt 
it appeared, and was generally deſpiſed. ' About 
this Time, another, compoſed by a ſingle Mem- 


ber, and univerſally eſteem'd, gave the finiſhing 


Stroke. The Academy, in order to revenge their 
Honour affronted, ſhipwreck'd what little they 
had remaining, by excluding out of their Society 

a * Member whoſe only Crime was, that he had 
2 the Eſteem of the Publick. 

UNDER Louis XIV, all the moſt eminent 
Men were of this Academy; if they were dila+ 
tory in their Reception, that Monarch gave his 


Commands, but ſince his Death a Knot of Eccle- 


ſiaſticks, Prelates, and quality Rakes, have ſuc- 
ceeded to them: Comedians have obtained Places 
amongſt them, and even two or three Vaulters, 
and Merry-Andrews, have been preferred to five 


or fix Gentlemen of the firſt Rank, whom they 


have for ever excluded, becauſe they expoled this 
ridiculous Conduct. 


W have here a ſecond Society for Literature, 
called, Acoarmy of Sciences, which juſtly deſerves 


the 


X Furetiere, f French Comedians, 


( 
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the higheſt Praiſes, becaule their Studies are pro- 
found and uſeful; and tho' they're under the Ne- 
ceſſity of confining their Reflections on Metaphy- 
ſicks within a certain Compals, yet many curious 
and uſeful Diſcoveries in Aſtronomy, Phyſick, c. 
are daily brought to Light by their Application; 
and I make no doubt, my dear Iſaac, but that they 
would tavour the Publick (were they not reſtrained 

and bridled) with ſuch Maſter- pieces, as would ſoon 
diſſipate the Miſt of Illuſion; but as it is the Inte- 
reſt of the Monks to keep the People in the Dark, 
leſt they ſhould diſcover their Cheats and Impoſi ti 
ons, which would be attended with the Downfal of 
their Credit, ignorance muſt. reign, or e re 
undone. 

Wua r think'ſt thou of a Religion whoſe De- 
poſitaries mult be believed on their Word, and 
neither accountable or liable to be comptrolled! 2 

look upon ſuch Divines, as Merchants, who 
would have their Cuſtomers to receive their Goods 
without Examination. Tis thus the Sovereign 
* Pontife of the Nazarites a&s with thoſe of his 
Communion ; they muſt yield a blind Obedience 
to his + Statutes and. Ordinances, and joyfully 
load themſelves with his Chains; and, even as 
the Tarks, when they receive the String, reſpect- 
fully kiſs the Inſtrument of their Death: But this 
is not all, his Ambition leads him to the Extra- 
Vagancy of aſſuming a + Title only due to the 
Me ſſiab, who will one Day come to brighten the 
Glory of Iſrael. 

I CAREFULLY examined by what Means the 
Monks had attained to ſuch an unbounded Credit, 
and had ſeveral Converſations. on this Subjeq 
with Men of Letters, who ſpoke without Pre- 
vention and Paſſion. I could eafily perceive that 
Hypocriſy 


1 Pope. t Bulls, God's Lieutenant, or Vicat on Eatth, 
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Hypocriſy and Cheat had been the principal Springs: 
The People are eaſily led away by the firſt Ob- 
jects that ſtrixe; Appearances affect them, and 
they never examine Things to the Bottom: The 
auſtere Life, the coarſe Cloaths, and the humble 
and contrite Air of the Friers and Monks, are ſo 
many Skreens to their Debaucheries and Difor- 
ders. This thou'lt ſee verified by the following 
Adventure, which the Chevalier de Maiſin (for- 
mer}y mentioned) told me. | 
IN one of the principal Towns of the King- 


dom, @ young Carmelite Monk, named Father j 
d Angelo, made frequent Viſits to a Mantua-maker, ! 
much oftner than to the Pariſh- Church; his Con»  *" 
; verſation ran on Subjects more light and gay than | 
; Religion: Tho' by the Rule of his Order he was l 
1 to have no Commerce with the Sex, yet he did L 
not think proper to ſubje@ himſelf to ſuch a ri- 
, gorous ityrannical Conſtraint, and therefore uſed ; 
© thePrivilegeof Grecian Prieſts. During fix Months ; 
be enjoy d a profound Peace, without the leaſt ; 
s +} Interruption to his Happineſs, till one Day that | 
e © an old Woman, who lodg'd in the Chamber. im- 


mediately above, perceiv'd a Chink in the Floof, | 
4 > through which ſnhe could obſerve what was done | 
3 below: Curioſity tempting her to peep, the firſt 
i +! Objett that preſented itſelf, was the Carmelite and 
_ } Mantua+maker in a Situation which Modeſty cant 
* deſcribe. The old Woman, ſurpriz'd, and very 
\& much offended at this umbecoming Sight, calls 
out to the Neighbours, and makes a terrible Buſtle: 
je The People come running in Crowds, and all's 
1 in Confuſion; one thinks the Houſe is on Fire; 
8 3 Another, that Murder or Robbery is committing 
>= z 1 it; but as ſoon as the old Matron told the 
x Subject of the Alarm, all is huſh and calm: The 
ly 2 Neighbours, however, reſolving to catch the amo- 

A ö 1 | | rous 
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tous Monk, plant Centries at the Door, and diſ- 
patch a Meſſenger for the Prior to come and wit- 
neſs this young Hero's gallant Exploits: In a lit- 
tle, Time Father Bonaventure arrives, and, with a 
magiſterial Tone, commands open Doors; but: 
the Lover, deaf to the Word of Command, re- 
ſolves to keep out the Fort to the laſt Extremity ; 


upon which a general Attack enſues, and the Door. 


broke open, and then the Superior, at the Head 
- wa Mob, re-conducts this ſtray'd Sheep to the 
Fold. 1 1 

 Tmov'rLr, no doubt, imagine, my dear [ſzac, 
that this Monk has received the Puniſhment in- 
flicted on the Roman Veſtals ; but he was quit for 
nine gentle Whippings, and two Days ſhort Al- 


lowance, and all for the Scandal given, for if the 


Crime had been Sub roſa, and only known to his 
Fraternity, it wou'd have paſs'd for a Peccadillo. 
Suck Adventures happen daily, but the filly 


deluded People are not leſs blind, their Credulity 


ſurpaſſes the Deceit-of thoſe who cheat them, and 
he who pretends to be guided by the Light of Rea- 
ſon, is look'd upon as an Innovator, a Man ſuſ- 
pected, and even a Heretick Convict. A Naxarite 
may find Mercy with an offended God, but none 
with the Monks. 

HA yy our Religion, my dear Iſaac, and happy 
our Law: Our Doctors diſdain the Acquiſition of 
a vain Eſteem founded on our Blindneſs; they 
have imprinted in us a Horcor-of Sin, and hate it 
themſelves: Our Rabbies love us as their Children, 
and we reſpect them as our Fathers; they conduct 
us by Reaſon, and make the Care of our Inſtru- 
ction their only Claim to our Eſteem. I defy the 
Nezarites to charge our Doctors with the Exceſſes 


to which their Prieſts are addicted: Let them at- 


tack them as much as they pleaſe on their pre- 
a tended 
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tended Viſions. Every equitable Perſon will ac- 


knowledge, that it might be eaſily made appear 
there's more Impoſition and Folly in that ſingle 
Book of * Mary Alacoque, than in the immenſe 
Works of all our Rabbies. When the Merchant 
of Pera lent us that Book, and atlured that a Bi- 
ſhop, a learned Divine, had been the Author, 1 
concluded that ſome Enemy had tather'd this Heap 
of Puerilities upon him, in order to caſt a Blemiſh 
upon his Reputation; but ſince I came to France, 
I have been certainly intormed, that this Prelate 


glories in the Production of that ridiculous Fable. 
It thou haſt been exact to write to me, I ex- 


pect a Letter by the firit Poſt. Pis needleſs to 


recommend Circumſpection. I'm in a Kingdom 


where a Stranger, in Time of War, is ſuſpected, 
and my Letters may be intercepted. If thou de- 
ſireſt that I ſhould faithtully communicate what 
comes within my Reach, and may tend to the 
Glory of our holy Law, or to the Knowledge of 
the Cuſtoms and Manners of Countries where I 
ſhall travel; then be ſure to mention nothing in 
thy Letters that may concern the Government of 
States, or the Perſon of Sovereigns: One of thy 


-Prudence and Solidity, in whatever Country he is, 


reſpects. thole to whom God has committed the 
Conduct of the People; the Difference of Reli- 
gion is no ſufficient Motive to think otherwiſe, nor 
can it ſerve as a Pretext to the Contempt of thoſe 
in Authority: Our Books have upon Record a fa- 


2 mous Example in Mordecui's Diſcoveryof a Con- 
= ſpiracy againſt Ahaſuerus, who held Iſrael captive. 


BE careful of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, and 


may the God ot our Fathers beſtow his Favours 


abundantly on thee. | 
Fares, FE P. . 


*The myſtical Life of a pretended She- Saint, writ by the Biſhop 
| of Soiſſons, in France, 
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P. S. SINCE I ended my Letter, the Chevalier 
de Maiſin has ſhew'd me one writ by Friend of 
his in Holland; I found it fo comical, that I begg'd 
bis Allowance to tranſcribe a Part of it, which IL 
hope will divert thee. 
« Pm infinitely obliged to you for informing 
« me of the Birth and Adventures of our Durch 
* Abbeſs, Madam , the Picture you give 
of ber fully perſuades me that ſhe's the very 
“ Perfon who made an Elopement from the Mo- 
4 naſtery with a Lover; and your mentioning 
& the very Time that ſhe was Waiting-Maid to 
% Helvetins, the Phyſician's Lady, puts the I hing 
4 cout of all Doubt; for ſhe's eternally ſpeaking 
of him as a Boſom-Friend. On ber Arrival in 
„% Hollard, ſhe took to the firſt Trade, and was 
& inftalled Houſe-keeper to a Citizen of Narter - 
% dam; a brisk young Fellow, the Doctor's Man, 
4 prevailed with her to make a new Breach of 
her ancient Vows of Chaſtity, for which her 
&« Maſter, who finelt a Rat, ſent her a packing. 
„SRE retir'd to the Hagae, where, for a con- 
<. ſiderable Time, ſhe bubbled ſeveral charitable 
People; thereafter went io Amſter dan, and there 
« acts the fame Part. When ſhe arriv'd at the 
« Hague, where I firſt knew her, ſhe gave herſelf 
% out for a Lady of diſtinguiſh'd Birth, but was, 
“ however, a little puzzled whether ſhe fhould 
« ſpring from a private Gentleman, or a digni- 
< fy'd Houſe; after mature Deliberation, Quality 
„ prevail'd, and ſhe fix'd on the Houſe of Boxzl- 
&« lou, but unluckily made out her Relation to it 
e in fuch a Manner, that none other but the de- 
« ceas'd Cardinal could be her Father; ſome ma- 
6 licious Wa made her take Notice of this Blun- 
der 


* See Mademoiſelle Malnrill's Memoits, Page 214, and 
_ following, - 
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4 der, and ever ſince ſhe makes a Myſtery of her 
« Birth, allowing People to think as they pleate 
* about it. 

As there's no living on Quality and Titles, 
« ſhe was even forced to enter into Partnerſhip 
e with a Couple of Jews, who have advanced 
« her a ſmall Matter for buying Trinkets tor the 
& Ladies. I had Occaſion to lee her at a Mer- 
„ chant's Houſe, where ſhe often goes with Em- 
& broideries: Curioſity made me enquire what ſhe 
© was, a and l'm oblig'd to you for your Informa- 
« tion.” I intend to return ſoon to Amſterdam, 
and ſhall be diverted with the Confuſion that my 
knowledge of her Adventures mutt put her under. 


& 2. &Þ & Þ Þ&Þ & & l $Þ &Þ: Bb: By B . 


eee ede bebe 23,0905 5: ce) * 5 ebe 
desde see ee 28 838 8 77888285 85 88 27 IO 998 £3 1536 466 


SSIS IS VEDD I E wp 
LETTER W. 
AARON MoONCECA r ISAAC ON IS 


HAVE a nice Queſtion to propoſe, and pray 
conſult ſome other Rabbies of hy Acquain- 
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tance about it, that l may know their Sentiments 


and thine. I have diſcovered at Paris a vaſt Num- 


1 ber of Fews, who neither believe nor know that 
they are ſuch. Thou'lt perhaps think this fi ctiti- 
#7 ous, yet nothing is more true: What they call, here, 


Free-thinkers, Beaus, and Ladies of Fafhion, are 


only external Profeſſors of the Nazarite Religion, 
in their Hearts they diſavow it; 'tis enough for 
them to believe in God. Several think that =wy 
Soul 1s immortal, and many others (as the & 
aAuces) maintain its Mortality; theſe are in an Er- 


ror, but I can't fee how we can refule the Title 


Jof Jews to the former: They believe in one God, 
3 who created the Univerſe, who rewards the Good, 
and 
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puniſhes the Wicked: What more do we? and is 
not this the Sum of our Religion-? bating ſome 
Ceremonies enjoined by our Doctors and Prieſts, 
which 1 might prove, by convincing Reaſons, not 
to be abſolutely neceſlary. | 

T HO knoweſt that, notwithſtanding of the 


Inquilition of Hain, we have many Brethren ſtill. 


there; the leaſt Suſpicion of Jadaiſm condemns a 
Man to the Flames; and therefore, to prevent 
Diſcovery, by Inſpection, Neceſſity obliges the 
Spaniſh Fews to diſpenſe with Circumciſion, of 
all our Ceremonies the moſt efſfential. If thou'lt 
ſcriouſly reflect on what I ſay, thou muſt admit 
_ thoſe Pariſians into the Number of {ſraePs Child- 
ren : What an Advantage wou'd it be to our holy 
Law, could they but be inform'd of what Reli- 
gion they are, and re- united to our Communion ? 
J wou'd propoſe that one of our moſt learned 
 Rabbies ſhould be ſent, a Man capable to open 
their Eyes; and, if the Pain of Circumciſion ſtar- 
tie any, to grant them the ſame Privilege allowed 
to the Fews of Portugal and Spain, only obſerv- 
ing great Precaution that theſe Converſions reach'd 
not the Ears of the Miniſtry. In Spain ſuch juſt 
Meafures are taken, that it is but ſeldom thoſe of 
our Religion are diſcovered; a Father declares 
not to his Child that he is a Few, but when he 
has attained to the Age of Reaſon, and is very 
circumſpect in the Manner of diſcloſing the Se- 
eret; if he doubts of his renouncing Chriſtianity, 
he leaves him in his Error; but, the Moment this 
dangerous Secret is out, if he refuſes to embrace 
the Faith of Iſrael, Death's the Word, he's directly 
poiſoned; a Cruelty which Neceſſity makes ne- 
ceſſary: There's ſeveral Few:!ſb Phyſicians in Hain, 
who diſtribute among the Houſe-keepers a ſubtil 
Poiſon prepared and reſerved for that Operation. 
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Sucn Things, my dear 1/azc, ought to be kept 
ſecret from our Enemies, who wou'd accuſe us 
of Cruelty and Treachery; but to prevent our 
being carried to theſe Excefles, let them only have 
4a little more Humanity; the Blood of Children, 
whom Fathers are forced to facrifice, will be laid 
to the Charge of our 1'yrants, and thote cruel 
Inquiſitors, who taſte no ſuch Pleaſure as that Os 
purſuing us as wild Beaſts: The Day on which 
they condemn a Few to be burnt, is for them 4 
Day of Joy and I'rinmph. 


no ſuch Puniſhment to dread: In this Country, 
People of a different Religion from the Prince, 
are not otherwiſe puniſhed than by Banithment ; 
the worſt that can befal them, is an Order from 
the King to go and keep the Farſen:;/tr Company 
= certain Doctors, who want to introduce new 
Lenets, are thus termed): In Spain they would 
not come fo eaſily off, and perhaps might be 
4 treated as cruelly as we are. 
I HaAvE frequently mentioned the Chevalier te 
Maiſin in my preceding Letters; he's extreamly 
2 uſeful to me in this Country, without him I could 
not poſſibly form diſtinct Ideas of fo many No- 
velties which I ſce; this you'll find verified in the 
2 tollowing Example. 
'* Troven I made no Difficulty of entering 
into the Nazar:ze Churches, being reſolved to ex- 
amine every Thing with my own Eyes; yet it hap- 
pened Yeſterday that I found myſelf in one without 
knowing it: Paſling through a pretty retired Street, 
I came to a large Hall, of which the Door was 
= open, and where the People diſcourſed with one 
another freely; I thought it was ſome - publick 
Hall, and ſhould never have gueſſed it to have 
3 deen a Temple. On my Entry, I perceived al. 
3 D 2 moſt 
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moſt the ſame Things that I had ſeen at the Aca- 
demy of Muſick; there was only one Row of 
1 ribunes, reſembling thoſe in the Opera-Hall, 
and a conſiderable Part thereof taken up by Mu- 
ſicians, who played, as I thought, very harmoni- 
ouſly; the Middle of the Edifice was filled with 
Men and Women, as in the Opera, with this only 
Difference, that here they were all ſeated, where- 
as in the Pit of the Opera there were no Women, 
but Men who ſtood upright all the Time: Every 
body ſpoke to their Acquaintances, and the Wo- 
men behaved juſt as I had ſeen them do at the 
Opera, the Men moved to and fro, making uſe 
of their Spy-Glaſſes. As I had not, til! now, 
been in any of their Churches, and as I had not 
with me my good Friend the Chevalier de Maiſin, 
the Sconces, Images, and Pictures, which preſent- 
ed themſelves to my Sight, and the Symphony 
which ftruck my Ears, did not in the leaſt diſco- 
ver the Miſtake I lay under, having, very near 
the Matter, ſeen and heard the fame Things at 
the Opera; and, what added to my Confuſion, I 
durſt not make my Doubts known to any body 
about me: I looked every where for a Theatre, 
but none was to be ſeen; at laſt I perceived a 
little Sort of Tribune fixed to one of the Pillars 


of the Hall, in which a Man, with a ſtrange an- 


tick Sort of a Dreſs, placed himſelf: He had put 
his Shirt above his Coat, and on his Head a black 
Cap four-corner'd. I made noDoubt but that this 
was the Actor appointed to open the Piece, and 
expected every Minute to hear him ſpeak, but he 
remained for ſome Time ſilent, looking round 
the Afiembly, and at laſt, after ſome half Dozen 


Hems, kneeled down, moved his Lips, and 


itretch'd his Hand from Shoulder to Shoulder, 
and from Breaſt to Belly, which made me con- 
| . clude 
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clude that this was a Pantomime Shew, and that 
the Aſſembly was to have no other Entertain- 
ment, at this Time, but ſuch Buffoonry, to which 
they were extreamly attentive, and ſeemed to 
underſtand perfectly well: Nevertheleſs, when 


I leaſt expected it, this Man pronounced, very 


gravely, a Latin Phraſe, and thereatter diſcours'd 


in French, to pretty good Purpoſe, on the Dan— 
| I liſtened 


ger of Plays, by exciting the Paſſions. 
with great Attention, but could not conceive why 
he thus cry'd down his Brethren ; it wou'd never 
have ſo much as entered into my Thought that 
this was a Doctor preaching the Law of God: 
His Geſtures, Contorſions, and Tranſports, the 
Tones of his Voice high and low by turns, his 
Air ſoft and calm for ſome NMinates, and then 


wild and furious; all this confirm'd me in my 


firſt Opinion. 24 ns 

 Warir x I was under this groſs Miſtake, whom 
ſhould I perceive but my Friend the Chevalier at 
the other End of the Hall; immediately I bruth'd 
up to him, and begg'd he wou'd tell me where J 
was. | « You're in one of our Churches, ſaid he, 
and are hearing the Sermon of a fam'd Preacher.” 
You call then, ſaid I, that Man, who makes ſuch 
a Buſtle in the Tribune, a Preacher, and his Dif- 


courſe a Sermon? But, ſince it appears to be pretty 


good, why does he not repeat it plainly, and with- 


out Aﬀectation? © What you condeinn, ſaid he, 
= © is done expreſly to give it a better Grace, to 
= © make. a more vigorous Attack on the Hearts 
of the. Audience, and to enforce his Exortati- 
„ ons.” You muſt be very bard-hearted, replied 
I, or your Morality very bad, if ſuch Contorii- 
d ons, Wry-faces, and Howlings, are neceſlary to 
ſexcite you to Virtue. During this Converſatiou; 


the Preacher ended his Sermon with the ſame Gti- 
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maces which he had made at the Beginning, and 
diſappeared through a Hole in the Pillar. 
SCARCE had he left off ſpeaking, when the 
Chevalier propoſed our going to the. French Co- 
medy. How! ſaid I, do you 1o ſoon forget what 
the Preacher told you? © This Man, ſaid he, is 
paid for crying down Pleaſures, 'tis his Trade; 
let him bawl out as much as he pleaſes for a 
© Living, but let us not be bubbled with vain and 
„ trivolous Fears; he's an Abbot of Faſhion, fre- 
% quents publick Aſſemblies, and this very Evening 
you'll ſee him at the Play, not that ſtern rigid 
4 Moraliſt in a long Caſſock, thunder ing againſt 
„ the Crimes of the Age, but a lively brisk Spark, 
„ in a Short- cloak, ogling the very Ladies whom 
he had but juſt now frighten'd into Fits with 
« Hell and Damnation. A new Piece is to be 
„ acted this Evening, and, as the Author is my 
„ Friend, I muſt appear at it.“ 12 
IWAIT E D on the Chevalier to the Play-houſe, 
which was ſo full, that we ſcarce could find 
Places. As ſoon as the Actor had repeated ſome 
Verſes, the Houſe rung with a Clap of Applauſe; 
and, at the End of every Scene, the ſame Noiſe 
was renewed, to the great Diſturbance of the Au- 
dience. When the Play was over, I ask'd, why 
they did not defer their Approbation till the Ed 
of the laſt Act? „“ The greateſt Part of the Clap- 
« pers, ſaid he, are either Friends, or hired by 
« the Author; as there was a formidable Cabal 
« againſt him, without a Party ſuperior to his 
«© Enemies, the Piece muſt have been damn'd.” 
But, ſince it is exceeding good, "replied I, how * 
could it fail of Succeſs? “ That's no Reaſon, + 
« anſwer'd he, to ſereen it from Criticiſm ; our 
« beſt Theatrical Pieces have met with bad Treat- ' 
„ ment on their firſt Appearance, and Time _ 
* | : (e as 
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“ has given ſome People of Taſte Opportunities 
« of undeceiving the Publick: For one Perſon 
« of Underſtanding who comes to the Play-houſe, 

there's a hundred who have not common Senle, 
„ and who are led by a Parcel of Scioliſts and 
Smatterers in Knowledge, conſtant Enemies to 
« Merit, and to good Things; therefore ſuch 
«© Clappings of Applauſe are neceſſary to ſtifle 
« the ſnarling Criticiſms of thoſe modern Zoilus's, 
„% by prepoſſeſſing the Publick with a favourable 


“% Opinion, of what otherwiſe they would have 


„ condemned.” 

But, ſaid I, when your Criticks fall foul of an 
Author, muſt not they have a Foundation to work 
upon? However apt ſome may be to approve of 
nothing, what can they ſay to a good Performance? 
„ Why, they'll ſay — deteſtable! abominable! 
„ill writ, and ſtuff'd with thread-bare I houghts ! 


and, ſhould you defire them to bring ſome In- 


% ſtances, you're directly anſwer'd with a new 


« deteſtable! abominable! c. What can a Man 
« of Senſe do, but ſhrug up his Shoulders, and 


“yield to the Torrent of Ignorance?” 

The World, my dear Iſaac, has ever been the 
ſame; as, in Ages paſt, ingenious Men were ſpur'd 
on by a noble Emulation, fo baſe Envy has fal- 
len to the Lot of mean and ſervile Souls; what 
has been, is, and will be, while the World laſts; 
but, as I'm not much in the Humour juſt now 
of philoſophizing on the different Characters of 
Men, I'll conclude this Letter with a merry Ad- 
venture that happen'd in St. Martin Suburbs: TWO 


young Mouſquetaires were ſupping with their Mi- 


ſtreſles at a Houſe of no good Fame, the Com- 
miſſary for that Quarter having got Intelligence, 
went, eſcorted by his Gardes de Corps, to inveſt 
that unſanctified Place; as their Approaches wa 
: | made 
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made without Beat of Drum, the Fort was taken 
without Fire of Gun, and the poor Lovers inter- 


rupted by this unexpected and unwelcome Viſit. 


The Magiſtrate, in Compliance with Form, was 
obliged to put down, in Writing, every Step and 
Circumſtance of this Expedition; and, while he 
was ſcribbling, our Inamorato's held a Council of 


War, in which it was reſolved, that one of them 


ſhould place himſelf near the Ladies, and the other 


blow out the Candle, draw his Sword, and call! 


out, Kill, kill; which was no ſooner done, than 
down drops the Commitllary and his Attendants, 
flat upon their Bellies, to avoid the Swords, which 
they thought were flying about the Room, ſuch a 
Pannick were they under: In the mean Time the 
Mouſquetairs carried the two Damſels clear off, 
lock'd the Door behind them, and left the Field 
of Battle to this valiant Hero, who was long be- 
tore he recover'd his Spirits. 

+ TAKE care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, and 
may the God of our Fathers load thee with Riches, 
and grant thee a numerous Poſterity. 


Parts, KKK 


FC 
LIE T TER V. 
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N my preceding Letters, I have given'thee my 

Thoughts, and Reflections, on the moſt re- 
markable Things that I have met with at Paris. 
] expected to have heard from thee e're now, but 
as yet nothing has appeared, which I am willing 
to attribute to Want of Opportunity, rather than 
to Sloath or Lazineſs. 


' Dow'r 
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Don'r imagine that I ſtand in need of thy 


Letters, for Information of what paſſes at Con- 


ſtantinople; we have diſtin Accounts of what 
happens there, and many other Places, in a print- 
ed Paper, publiſh'd, twice a Week, by one whom 
they call a ews-Mong er; this Man keeps a Cor- 
reſpondence with People of all Nations, and, in 
his Cloſet, knows all the principal Occurrences 
in moit Parts of the World; *tis true, he's ſome- 
times impoſed upon' by his Correſpondents, and, 
in his turn, impoſes on the Publick ; but when 
he's ſenſible of any Miſtake, he fairly acknow- 
* 5 it thereafter. _ 

BES1DES this Paper, we have, handed abo + 
an infinite Number of looſe Sheets on Literature, 
Politicks, and Gallantry, the laſt of which, as 
they hit the Taſte of the Ladies and the Clergy, 
are in general Eſteem ; next to them are thoſe on 
Learning; but the moſt ridiculous, are the Pro- 
ductions of certain Politicians, who pretend to 
dive into the different Intereſts of Princes. The 
Emperor has nothing hid from them, and they? re 
the Depoſitaries of all the French King's Secrets! 


They tell a certain Prince in Germany, that ſuch 


a Treaty is prejudicial to his Intereſt, and there- 
fore adviſe him not to fign it; and to another 
that it is his- Intereſt to accede: In ſhort, there's 
not the leaſt Motion made, by any Court, but 
they know the ſecret Springs of it. If thou ima- 
gineſt that the Authors of theſe political Papers 
are let into the Secrets of States, or have any 
Correſpondence with the Miniſtry, thou'rt much 
miſtaken; they move in a very diſtant Sphere, 
and have no other Foundation for what they ad- 
vance, but ſome - frivolous. Reaſonings, drawn 


from the Ideas framed in their own Imaginati- 


ons. 
THERE 
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THERE are alſo other Performances more con- 
ſiderable than thoſe juſt now mentioned, ſome of 
which appear every third Month, and others but 
once in ſix Months, pretty large Books, and go 
by the Name of Journals; two or three of them 
deſerve a Reading, particularly the one called the 
Journal of the Learned; but as for thoſe that are 
publiſhed for Bookſellers, and * certain Nazarite 
Doctors, 1 look upon the Authors as Mercenaries 
hired to promote the Intereſt of their Employers, 
in Oppoſition to others of the ſame Trade: Every 
Bookſeller, has a Journaliſt in Pay, whoſe Buſi- 
neſs is to beſtow high Encomiums on the Books 
a for him, and to criticiſe what is printed 
for others; but the + Journaliſts of theſe Doctors 
are, at beſt, but Tranſcribers, being tied up by 
their Maſters to write on no Subjects but what 
are preſcribed to them, and ſtrictly enjoin'd to fol- 
low e the Plan laid down, without the leaſt Varia- 
tion in Thought or Expreffion ; for which Reaſon, 
their Productions are generally diſpiſed, and only 
read by a few who dread their Power, or want 
their Credit. 

A LOOSE {Sheet (publiſhed by ſeveral Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, declared Enemies to thoſe Doctors) has 
ſo enraged them, that no Coſt nor Pains have 
been ſpared to find out the Author, but he lies 
concealed, and happy is it for him, ſince Racks 
and Wheels muſt have been the Conſequence of 
2 Diſcovery. It muſt be owned, that he deſerves 
an exemplary Puniſhment, not for writing againſt 
Monks and Prieſts, but for having frequently failed 
in the Reſpe& due to the Sovereign, the Miniſtry, 
and the Nation; which leads me inſenſibly to the 
Puty of Subjedts to their FRF: } 
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IAPPREHE ND, my dear Iſaac, that the Hap- 
pineſs of a People depends on their Submiſſion to 
the Laws of the State, and to the Orders of thoſe 
to whom God bas committed the Conduct: The 
Peace and Tranquility of a Kingdom confiſt in 


the Harmony and Union of King ad People, 
and the Moment this Concord ceaſes, All's in 


Combuſtion.; the natural Conlequence of Ditcord 
in a State, is, it's Ruin. The Ottoman Empire 


contains within itſelf, the moſt cruel of it's Ene- 


mies, and, if ever it falls, it muſt be by it's own 
proper Strength; the frequent Changes of Vizirs, 
the Sultans dethroned, and the Janizzeries ready to 
revolt, are ſo many Fits that rend it's Entrails. 


Wx muſt do the French this Juſtice, that they 


love their Sovereign, and that none of thoſe Ca- 
taſtrophes, ſo common at Conſtantiuople, are to 
be ſeen here: When inteſtine Troubles infeſt the 
State, they ſpring not from the Nobility and Gen- 
try; the Army, or the People; but, what muſt 
ſtrangely ſurprize thee, from the Monks and the 
Clergy, who are divided into two Parties, as op- 
poſite to each other as the Janizaries and Spahis. 
The Subject of this Diviſion is a Writing, iſſued 
out by the Sovereign Pontife, commanding all the 
Nazarites to think, write, and maintain, that tho“ 
he may miſtake, he, cannot err“. This Ordo- 
nance has given Offence to many, particularly to 
ſome Doctors, Mathematicians, who, not finding 
that the Proofs of this Propoſition would bear a 
Geometrical Demonſtration, have appeal'd to a 
Majority of the inferior Pontives, by whom, con- 
trary to ExpeCtation, they have been condemned, 
and the Sovereign declared infallible. The diſ- 
ſenting Doctors, highly ſcandalized at this Deci- 
ſign, reſolved not to ſubmit, but were, however, 
Hos „ very 
* The Pope's Infalliblity. | 
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very much puzzled to aſſign a plauſible Reaſon 
for their Diſobedience; at laſt they bethought 
themſelyes of this Expedient, ,to proteſt againſt 


the Legality of the Decree, in ſo far as the Opi- 


nions of the ſeveral Pontives had been given ſe- 
perately, and by each in his own * Country, and 
not in a general Aſſembly, in which only an Af- 
fair of this Conſequence ought to have been de- 
termined. Their f Adverſaries exclaim'd againſt 
this Propoſal, and alledged, that a general Aſ- 
ſembly- (which could not poſſibly be convoked) 
was required with no other View, but to furniſh 
them an Opportunity of ſupporting their Error ; 
and that it could not be imagin'd, a Man of any 
Character would change his Opinion to prevent 


the Trouble of a Journey. 


THE Miniſtry, tired at laſt with their Diſputes, 
order'd both Parties to be ſilent, but neither of 
them obeyed; and, to colour their Diſobedience, 
contrived a Comical Expedient, v/z. a mutual Ac- 
cuſation of one another as Enemies of the State, 
and Rebels to their King, ſo that under the Pre- 
text of Affection and Loyalty to the Prince, they 
found Means to attack one another more brisk ly 
than ever. — O'! rare Prieſt; ! — The profound 
Peace which the French, naturally Lovers of No- 
velty, enjoy'd, made many take Part in this Quar- 
rel, and the Conſequences became dangerous to 
the State; but War, and the puniſhing ſome who 
would not allow that the Sovereign Pontife ſpoke 


Sefiſe while he raved, has much appeaſed the Di- 


Midas. . | 

I caNn'rT but think, my dear Iſaac, that, had I 
been prime Miniſter of France, I ſhould have for- 
ſeen and prevented the Conſequences of this Af- 
fair. The Yenctians, whole political Genius thou 


 "knoweſt, 
2 
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knoweſt, often receive ſuch pontifical Writings, 
but they always put them carefully into a ſtrong 
22 Box, made tor that Purpoſe, without ſo much as 
beſtowing a Look on them: Such a Conduct as 


'} this had been prudent in the French; but once the 


Sovereign declared himſelt in favour of the Þu!l!, 
and pronounced thoſe Enemies of the State who 
|} refuſed it; Diſobedience in the Subjects was au 
| Attront put upon the Honour of the Crown, and 
became criminal; the Publick Good, the T'ran- 
quility. and Peace of their native Country, called 
upon them to comply. : 

1 woULD not be underſtood, my dear [ſaac, 
as if J granted the King that blind and abſolute 
Power which the Sultans exerciſe ; no, that's not 
my Sentiment; I would have a King to be the 
Father of his People, and not the 'I'yrant : But I 
do maintain that, for the Happineſs of the State, 
be ought to have a ſuperior Power, and be as much 
above the People, as the Laws are above him; nay, 
further — it he ſhould happen to violate them, 
1 the Subjects mult not take Cognizance of the Crime 
with an Intention to puniſh it, but leave that to Hea- 
ven. With what Confuſions, Diſorders, and Di- 
1 visions are contrary Principles attended? When a 
State is divided into two Factions, it's impoſlible 
for a King to ſatisfy both; the Malecontents can 
2 cably diſguiſe their Rebellion, under the ſpecious 
1 3 ot a Neceſſity to prevent the Violation of 
Laws. 3 
W ſeldom ſee in our Books that our Fathers 
have taken up Arms againit the Kings of Iſrael, 


2 Puniſhment to befal them and their Leaders; this 
we ſce verified in Alſalom, whole Fate may ſerve 
tor an Example to thoſe who are ſpirited up to 
27 Rebellion, which, n to my Sentiments, 

| not 


4 


and that, when they did, God permitted a ſevere 
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not unanſwerable I muſt own, is not, upon any 
Account whatſoever, to be attempted; but tho” 
{ome may differ from me, yet as my Scheme cer- 
tainly tends to preſerve the publick Tranquility, 1 
hope it will meet with thy Approbation, and that's 
enough to me. 1 

To give thee ſome Idea of thoſe Papers and 
Pamphlets handed about here, only- imagine t6 
thyſelf that my Letters had been communicated 
to ſome Perſon, who ſhould have taken it in his 
Head to poliſh and transform them into a periodi- 
cal Work, for the Entertainment of the Publick; 
they would perhaps have pleaſed ſome, and been 
criticized by others; but certainly muſt have found, 
in the Monks, dangerous Enemies; the Freedoms 
of my Pen would never have been pardoned, and, 
ſooner or latter, the Diſcovery of their 'Gallan- 
tries would have drawn upon me the terrible Ef- 
fects of their Revenge; for tho' they lay the People 
under the Obligation of pardoning Injuries, they 
know better Things than to ſubject themſelves to 


ſuch a dull, mean ſpirited Duty, of which the fol- 1 


lowing Adventure is an Inſtance. | 

SOMETIME ago a Franciſcan Frier, named 
Father Placide, was Confeſſor to a certain Lady's 
Waiting- woman; he uſually took an Opportuni- 


ty, when the Lady was gone out, to viſit and ex- 


hort his Penitent, not in frivolous and trifling Diſ- 
courſes, but in communicating a Secret, by which 


ſhe might at once have a Fore-taſte of the Plea- 2 
ſures ſhe was to meet with in the other World, 
without being guilty of any Crime, if none other 
dut himſelf performed what was neceſſary. Jeauny : 


who ſet up for a Votary, and who would not, 


tor World's Riches, have been guilty of the leaft J 
Breach of Duty) could not withſtand ſuch per- 
ſuaſive Arguments, but conſented, and found her- 
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ſelf ſo happy in her impeccable Lover, that no 
Prince on Earth could have rival'd him. “ Fa- 
« ther, ſaid ſhe, one Day, I'm ſurpriz'd that my 
« Miſtreſs ſhould play the Fool with the CYA. 
% lier D****, when ſhe might chooſe one of your 
Fathers; but perhaps they have not the Power 
« of removing the Sin in married Women.” No, 
ſaid he, as for us private ordinary Monks, our 
Power is not ſo extenſive; Adultery is a Caſe 
within the Juriſdiction, only, of Prelates ; and 
ould you at any {une reveal what paſles be- 
twixt us, the Indulgence which I have now given 
would become void, and you guilty of a grevious 
Sin. I ruſt to my Diſcretion, anſwered Fearzy, 
and fear nothing. For fx Months Matters went 
23 ſwimmingly on, till. one Day that the holy Man, 
| who had far exceeded his ordinary Inſtructions, 
and over-done himſelf, threw off his Cowl and 
Frock, in order to refreſh a little in Freſco,. and, 


7 |} Monition; but his pious Deſigns were interrupted 
» by my Lady's Arrival, when leaſt expected; the 
. 23 Houſe rung witb, Jeanny, were are you? But 
poor Feanny (a Thing not very common) had 


1 2} quite loſt the Uſe of her Tongue! The Lady 
s hearing ſome Noiſe in the Chamber, and ſurpriz'd 
that the Girl made her no Anſwer, approached to the 
Door, andpeep'd through the Lock-hole, whe 

uw = ſhe perceived the defrock'd Monk picki his 
h Cowt: However ſurpriz'd at this Sight, ſhe re- 
* ſolved to avoid the giving of Scandal, and there- 


fore only commanded open Doors, or that ſhe 
would jmmediatly give Orders to have it broke 
open. The Friar obey'd, and with an Air of Sanc- 
tity, and down-caft Eyes, begg'd the Lady would 
excuſe his Unwillingneſs to interrupt the Sacra- 
ment of Pennance, ing at the Abſolution when 
sf $$4ie $34 2 
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the Maid was call'd. Father, ſaid ſhe, you ſhall 
be under no ſuch Conſtraint for the future; in the 
mean time be directly-gone, both you and her, out 


m,. PE” 


of my Houſe, and never dareto approach it again. 0 
THOU?'LT think, my dear Tſaac, that this Monk ( 

ought to have reckon'd himfelf very happy to have t 

ſo eaſily got out of the Scrape ; but, full of Re- 0 

N venge for the Affront, he wrote an anonymous ] 
| Letter to the Lady's Husband, acquainting him of t 
| her Intrigue with the Chevalier D****, adding many { 
| aggravating Circuinſtances to blacken her Crime. 0 
| Sometime thereafter it was known that he was I 
8 the Author of this Letter ; but the prudent Lady, F 
( unwilling that an Affair of this Nature ſhould A 
i come to the Knowledge of the Publick, made no 0 
þ _ Attempt to get him puniſhed. V 
l | FRET TSS n 
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| Jacos Brito % AARON Monceca, I 

1 DIRECT this Letter for thee at Paris, not te 

1 doubting but that thou'rt arrived there ſince the tie 

Date of thy Letter from Marſeilles ; a Voyage that di 

I was obliged to make to Rome, where I ſtill am, ac 


has hindered me from acquitting myſelf. of the F fic 
Commiſſions which thou gaveſt me on the Part 

of Iſaac Onis; the Moment 1 return to Gena C. 
{where I only remain'd a few Days and in a con- 

tant Hurry) I ſhall obey his Commands, and ſend, 
by the ſame Ship that brought me from Conſtaut 
nople, what he wants. If thou'rt as much ſur- 
prized at what thou ſeeſt in France, as I am with 
What I ſee here, I make no Doubt but that a Com- 
| oy | munication 


4 Jewrisn LETTERAS. 4x 
= munication of our Remarks and Reflections may 
de extremely uſeful to us both. 

TRHIS Town abounds with three Sorts of 
Folks, Monks, Painters, and Courtezans : A Mer- 
chant, a Shoemaker, or a Taylor, are as ſeldom 
to be met with in Rome, as a Prieſt, or a Woman 
of Pleaſure in other Countries. Ihe Nazarene 
Doctors of this Place teach the People that there's 
but one God, whom they look upon as a great 
King, attended by many Princes and Lords, who 
compole and add to the Splendor of his Court. 
The Clergy have the fole Privilege of granting 
Patents, in the King's Name, to thoſe who are 


advanced to this high Dignity : As the Purchaſe 


of the Patents is extremely dear, and that the So- 


vereigu Pontife finds his Account in the Sale, nu- 


merous Promotions are made from time to time, 

* which, in the Nazareze Language, are called Ca- 
3 monizing, or Saiuting: Each Brief coſts a hundred 
\ 3 thouſand: Crowns, and thoſe, whoſe Heirs can 
3 advance ſuch a Sum, are directly received into the 

= firſt Order; but thoſe, whoſe Families are poor, 
muſt reſt ſatisfied with what they call Beatification e 
The firſt may be compared to Dukes, and the taſt 
to Marqueſs's, all noble, but different in Digni- 
ties; ſo that if thou and I, my dear Aaron, mould 
die Nazarexes, whatever Eſteem we might have 
acquired during Life, we could have no Pretens 
ſions but to the Rank of Marqueſs in Paradiſeo. 

I x Politicks the Roman yield to none; and in 
Covetouſneſs, their darling Sin, exceed all; every 
Thing is improved to the beſt Advantage; and 
they who have the Art of Selling, to ſo good Ac- 
count, the Honours and Dignities of the other 


Places here. ++ 
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World, judge what they muſt make of Foſts and 
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42  FeEwisn LeTTERS. | 
I OBSERVE a remarkable Reſemblance be- 7 
twixt the Government of Rome and Conſtantinople ; 
the Moment a Grand Vizir is made Prime Mini- 
{ter, his Predeceſſor's Creatures are all kick'd 
out, and their Poſts given to thoſe who can come 
down molt ; *tis juſt ſo here; when a Pontife ex- 
pires, his Nephews loſe their Credit, and their 
Poſts the Moment that a Succeſſor is choſen, and | 
his Relations have got hold of the Reins of Go- K+: 
vernment. A Vizir ſqueezes Preſents from the |+ 
Baſhaws, they from the Governors of Towns, and | ' 
theſe rob and dittreſs the People: A ſovereign ' 
Pontife taxes his Subalterns, they the inferior |: 
Clergy, and theſe make the People pay even to {| 
the very Spot of Ground where they are interr'd ; | ; 
but, to run the Parallel ſtill a little further, when 


8 1 — c 
3 ET DO n 1 


the Grand Seignior wants Money, a curious Hair- 


Ring, of his own making *, is ſent to the Baſhaw FF! 
of Cairo, who knows the Meaning of this Pre- 
fent, and forthwith pays the Price: The Pontife, 1 
in place of a Ring, or a Bow, ſends a Writing 1 
to all his Subalterns, by which every Nazareze, t 
paying a certain Sum, may have a Diſpenſation t 
on ſome Point of Religion, ſuch as keeping of 3% 2 
Lent, and faſting, or marrying a Relation within <« 
the Degrees of Conſanguinity ; but as this ſeldom f 
happens, it's taxed at a high Rate: Beſides theſe, fi 
there are ſeveral other Things, whoſe Prices are Þ* 
left to the Generoſity of Purchaſers, and which — 
are all comprehended under the Title of Alms. th 
Jo give new Life and Vigor to the Nazarene 

Charities, the Pontife, now and then, opens the an 
Gates of Heaven: In former Times this was only tv 
done once in a hundred Years, but now that Mens W. 
Lives are ſhorten'd, the Doors are laid open once St 
in twenty-five Years, and ſometimes ſooner, if a ſe 
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good Occaſion offers: I would not have thee, 


however, to imagine that Heaven is ſo barricaded 


at other times, as to render it inacceſſible; this is 
not the Caſe; only the Paſlage is ſtraiter, and the 
Impoſts of- Entry higher : During the Jubile, or 
plenary Indulgence, Paradiſe is a free Fair, and 
while this Liberty ſubſiſts, the Revenue of Cu- 
ſtoms ſinks conſiderably, but as ſoon as it's over, 
the Duties and Tolls are put upon the old Footing. 
I wENT t'other Day to vilit St. Peter's Tem- 
ple, and muſt own that I was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd 
with the Grandeur, Magnificence, and Regularity, 
of this noble Edifice; it's Splendor made me call 
to mind the famous Temple of FJeruſalem, of 


which we read the Deſcription in our Books: As 
I was going about viewing the many Beauties in 
Architecture and Painting, c. I perceived five 


or fix *Prieſts, ſitting in little wooden Centry- 
Boxes, and, with long Rods, touching every Per- 
ſon who came and kneel'd down within their 
Reach: Having inquired what was intended by 
this Ceremony, I was told, that thoſe Prieſts were 


the Grand Penitentiaries, impower'd to pardon 


all Sins, but as it was impoſſible for them to re- 
ceive the Confeſſions of ſuch Crowds of People 
from all Nations, a gentle Stroke of this ſanQi- 
fied Rod on the Head had the Effect of an Ab- 
folyo, and cleans'd the Soul of all it's Filth. 
Strange, ridiculous Ceremony! but ---- Mum's 
the Word. . ; 

When I left St. Peter's Temple, I went into 
another, not far diſtant, where I was accoſted by 


two Men with a Dith, into which they deſired [ 


would put ſomething for the Relief of + Monſieur 
Se. Jacques; as I always loved to aſſiſt the Mi- 
ſerable, I put my Hand in my Pocket, and gave 
e 24a digs Ca >. 45-5 
The grand Fenitentiaries. f Saint James. 
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them 5 rg When I had got into the Street, 
Jask'd a Friend, who was along with me, if the 
Perſon who beg'd Charity was himſelf in Di- 
ſtreſs, or if it was for ſome other afflicted Per- 
fon? He laugh'd heartily at my Queſtion, *and 
told me, that this Monſieur St. Jacques, repreſented 
to be under Difficulties, was a Saint, who wanted 
nothing, being dead more than fixteen hundred 
Years ago. hy then ask they Charity for him, 
faid I? The Prieſts who miniſter in his Temple, 
_ replied he, are his Servants; and he who helps 
them, obliges the Maſter. I conceived directly that 
this was one of the Prieſts Tricks to get Money; 
and I doubt not but that they have a great many 
more, which thou may expect to know, if I can 
but diſcover them. 
Tus Temple of St. Fames was formerly but 
a little private Chaple, and was built upon Ac- 
count of a Miracle. When they were about the 
finiſhing of St. Peter's Church, all the Pillars and 
Chapters that were brought to adorn this famous 
Building, paſſed before St. Fames's Door; for a 
Time he bore with their Neglect of him, expect- 
ing that when that Church was finiſh'd, they would 


think of providing him with a better Lodging; but 


finding that he Was ſtill forgot, he reſolved to 
puniſh their Neglect, by taking at his own Hand, 
and by his own proper Authority, what they had 
no Mind to'give him; accordingly, one Day, as 
a Couple of Carts, loaded with two fine granate 
Pillars, were driving to St. Peter's Temple, the 
Saint finding 


vated, and could draw no further; the Carter, 


them very fit for his Purpoſe, re- 
ſolved to make free with them; and therefore, 
when the Carriages were pretty near to the Door 
of his little Lodge, by a Power which Saints, it 
ſeems, are poſſeſſed of, the Horſes were ener- 7 


8 

23 

N 3 
3 ; 
3 

2 
1 
WS. 


can 
ten. 


* 
of tl 


- who the 


Jewrsn LETTERS. 47 

who was not let into the Secret, made the Street 
ring with the Clacks of his Whip, and ſwore like 
' a Dragoon, but all to no Purpoſe, for ſtir. they 
would not: It was concluded, that the Horſes 
were tired, fix more were brought and put to 
the Carts, but till no ſtiring: In ſhort, the 
| Number was augmented to the Tune of a hun- 
2 dred for each Cart, but one Step they would 
not move: Some one or other, who had more 
Wit, and faw further than his Neighbours, told 
them, that this ſtrange Stupefaction mult proceed 
* trom a 1ſuper-natural Cauſe, and that he verily be- 
lieved St. James had a Hand in it, which might be 
eaſily known, by trying it the Horſes would draw 
to the Door of his Chaple: This Propoſal was 
agreed to; and, to put the Miracle, if any ſuch 
there was, out of all Doubt, two Horſes were 
only left in each Cart, who, on the firſt Clack 
of the Whip, went off at a fall Trot and ſtopp'd 
at the Saint's Door. — A Miracle! a Miracle! 
rung thro” the Streets of Rome: The old Chaple 
was pulled down, a new Temple built, and you 
may be ſure the ſaid Pillars conſpicuouſly placed; 
and, to commemorate this miraculous Event, the 
People chriſten'd the Church, * Saz Giacomo Scoſſa 
— Cavallo. KN | : | 
PRITHEE tell me if thou ſeeſt or. heareſt of 
Tbings in France as abſurd as what I now write 


Z 


to be born 7eus! Such Chimera's can find no 
Place in our Minds; and, with whatever Vail, 
Impoſture, and Illuſion may cover themſelves, we 
can ſee through the Cheat, and laugh at the pre- 
tended Miracle! | 1 
e i Mar 


* There's not a Roman who makes the leaſt Doubt of the Truth 
of this Miracle, upon which Account the Church: has retained 
the Name of che di ſan Giacomo Scofſa — cavallo. 


— 


thee! How happy are we, my dear Monceca, 
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May the God of I/rael bleſs thee with all 
the Comforts of Life. FR. 


Rome, $*#%%%% 
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LETTER VII. 5 
AARON Mo Nx cEOA % Jacos BRITo. 


T H Letter, my dear Jacob, is come to hand; 
and as thou'rt more exact in anſwering | 
Letters than Jſaac Ouis, from whom I have not |. 
as yet heard, thy Diligence deſerves my Acknow- 
ledgment. What thon feeſt at Rowe mult, no 
doubt, be as ſurprizing as what I obſerve at Paris; 
things fo new, and unknown to us both, that one 
would think he was tranfported into another | | 
World! thy Surprize however ought to be leſs | ö ＋ 
than mine, as thy Father was of Gexoa, and thon || {4 
brought up in the Nazarene Countries, till ton c 
attained at thy tenth Year, tho” at that Age thou |! B 
went'ſt to Conſtantinople, and has not, till now, v 
ſtirred from it, yet ſtill there muſt remain ſome mm 
confus'd Idea of what thou haſt ſeen in thy Infancy. te 
T READ with Pleaſure what thou writ'ſt on 
the Romſh Superſtitions ; we have daily Inſtances = 
in this Country of the Exceſſes into which they a 
drive the People, and at this very Moment there ta 
are, perhaps, in Paris, two thouſand Perſons who th 
are ſo affected with Vapours, and commit ſuchk w 
Extravagancies, that one would think they were ca 
poſſeſs'd by ſome evil Spirit; yet this wild Enthu- ta 
faſm is look'd upon, by many as the Effet ofa fo 
divine Inſpiration, tho', in reality, it may be at- WF fic 
tributed to an Order from the ſovereign one 7 
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Which has turned their Heads Here's the Mat- 
ter of Faſt. | | 

Tuo haſt, no doubt, heard at Rome of a cer- 

tain Conſtitution, which makes a great Noiſe in 

France. A Prieſt“*, who had gone in with the Op- 


he lived, yet after his Death acquired a wonderful 
Reputation: Some of the Opponents took it in 
their Heads to grant him one of thoſe Briefs which 
thou ſayeſt the Pope alone can diſpoſe of, and by 

which a Man is admitted to be a Member of the 
heavenly Court: As they had no Hopes that the 
ſovereign Pontife would ever give Conſent to his 
Inſtalment, it was reſolved he ſhould perform 


a , , V - 
A . . abs ate ; 
* 3 e „ : 
1 * 


own Authority, ſhould grant him that Dignity; 
and, to effectuate this, they had Recourſe to Mi- 


the Minds of the Vulgar; but then they wiſely 
conſidered that the Operations of their deceaſed 
Brother, performed in a genteel gay Manner, and 
with the Pageantry of a publick Shew, would be 
much more reliſhed by the People, and have a bet- 

2 ter Effect, than if they happened in a plain, ſimple 
Manner; upon which Account they reſolved to 
give their new Saint a Power of curing thoſe who 
applied to him, by Dancing and Singing. A cer- 
tain Abbot f, after long Practiſe in private, was 


. bb * 


| 

- 
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with a Dance, in which there was a maſterly Step, 
called the Sommerſet, or Top over Tail, vaſtly 
taking with the People, and really vaſtly well per- 
formed: One of his Legs was fourteen Inches 
ſhorter than the other, and he pretended, that in 

| 3 every 


* Monſieux Paris. The Convulſions of the Abbot Beche- 
ran on the Abbot Paris Tomb. 


poſition which it met with in this Kingdom, tho? . 
he was but an obſcure and unknown Perſon while 


fuch ſurpizing Things, that the People, by their 


racles, the beſt Means to make an Impreflion on 


the firſt who open'd the Ball on the Saint's 'Tomb 
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every three Months it lenghten'd a Line; upon 
which a Mathematician calculated, that fifty-five 
Years capering would complete: the Cure. The 
People crowded to ſee this new Shew, and were ſo 


delighted with it, that many of them fell a dancing 
themſelves; and their Number ſo encreaſed, that 


they far exceeded all-the Rope-dancers in the King- 
dom. Thoſe of the oppoſite Party ſollicited the 


French and Italian Players to petition the Parlia- 


ment againſt thoſe Interlopers, ſo prejudicial to 
the Play-houſes ; but whether they were gain'd over 
to the other Side, or that they did not incline to 
hinder their new Brethren from picking up a Liv- 
ing, I won't determine, but they made no Com- 
plaints. 6} 6-4, 

I the Interim, the King, diſpleaſed at this. Dan- 


cing; order'd the Door of their * Hall to be wall'd 


up, and themſelves to be - ſeverely puniſh'd, if 
they continued their Exerciſes : Not daring, after 


| this, to dance in Publick, every one retir'd to his 


own Home, ſhut his Doors, and practis'd pri- 
vately ; but as the Number of thoſe Dancers was 
greatly increas'd, and that their Jumpings, accom- 
pany'd with ſayage, wild Airs, ſung with a ſtrong 
Voice, made a terrible Noiſe, the Prelates (who 
had been revelling the beſt Part of the Night) be- 
ing diſturbed too early in the Morning, . obtain'd 
an Order to have thole who were in their Neigh- 
bourbood taken up, and carried Priſoners to the 
Caſtle of Vincennes, where there were above three 
hundred incloſed; and thou may judge what ſtrange 
Chiming was among them, when they began to ſing 
and croſs-caper. Some of them, wearied with 


 Confinement, promiſed to renounce Muſick and 


Dancing, and were releas'd ; others remain'd, and 


continued their Exerciſes; and there's ſtill above 


two 


* The Church-yard in which the pretended Saint is buried, 
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two Thouſand at Paris, who have not been 
taken up. | 

Ir muſt be owned, my dear Bro, that thoſe 
who thus deceive this People, eaſily ſeduced, deſerve 
rigorous Puniſhments, and I can't but admire the 


French King's Clemency ; at Conſtantinople ſuch 


Tumblers would have directly ꝓeen impaled for 


their Caperings. It would ſeem to me that it's 


the Fate of the People to be conſtantly bubbled 
by Men of turbulent Spirits ; they eaſily give into 
the Snares laid for them, and no ſooner get out 
of one, but their catched in another. | 

A F RIEND of mine told me a comical Ad- 
venture concerning a Woman's Simplicity, of 
which he was an Eye-witneſs. In a provincial 
Town, named Dole, a * Prieſt, belonging to a 


Society, intirely oppoſite to the Dancers, juſt now 


mentioned, was interr'd : Some time before his 
Deceaſe, he had been accuſed of making a Girl 
mad, in order to debauch her; and the Atiair be- 
ing brought before a ſupream Tribunal, he was 
acquitted. His Enemies alledged, that Intereſt 
had brought him of; but, as tor my Part, atter 
due Examination of the Circumſtances, I conclud- 


ed that it was a Trick put upon him by the Cap- 


riollers, to whom he was a declared Enemy. The 
Society, extreamly concerned that ſuch a clamor- 
ous Proſecution ſhould have been made againſt 


one of their Brethren, to repair, after his Death, the 


Injury he had done them while alive, reſolved to 


have him canonized as a firſt rate Saint: Their Cre- 


dit with the ſovereign Pontife, made the Thing eaſy, 
but a Miracle was neceſſary, to remove the Pre- 
2 which the People had conceived againſt 


F A Wo- 


, * Father Girard, Jeſuite, 


My 
| 
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A Won Ax, who had loſt her Eye-ſight, ſome 
Months ago, burnt Wax-tapers and Incenſe, in 
Honourot all the Saints above, but none of them 
was'ſo complaiſant as to reſtore it; they were 
all deaf to her Prayers, and the good Woman 
toſt both her Time and her Preſents: Her Con- 
feſſor adviſed her to perform a nine Days Deyo- 
tion at the deceaſed Father's Tomb, who, by the 
Perſecutions he had ſuffered, deſerved to be in the 
higheſt Rank of the Bleſſed. The blind Woman 
conſented, and would have addreſs'd Mahomer, 
on the Proſpect of Relief the ninth Day: When 
The was puting up her Prayers on the Tomb of the 
Demi-Saint, the Rays of the Sun ſtruck upon her 
Eyes, through one of the Church Windows ; and, 
as fhe had (till ſome faint Glimmerings of Light, 
in broad Day, but not ſo much as to diſtinguith 
_ Objects; theſe Rays, thus reflected, made her fancy 
that ſhe perceived a whitiſh Light, upon which ſhe 


called out, I ſee; a Miracle! a Miracle! and by 


the firſt Impulſe of Joy, marching four or five 
Steps raſhly, and without a Leader, ſhe beat her 
Head againſt a Pillar, and raiſed a Bunch upon 
her Brow, which proved a fatal Blow to the new 
Saint's Reputation, having obliged his Friends to 
delay the Expedition of the Brief which he was to 
have had. This Adventure has very much diſcre- 
dited certain little Bits of his Habit, which the 


People had cut off when he was buried, and pre- 


ſerved as Relicks. ! | | 

I DOUBT, my dear Brito, if Superſtition can go 
a greater Length in the Country where thou art ; 
won't thou allow that the Caperers of Paris are 


equivalent to St. James and his Pillars? The People 


are every where equally credulous : Thou'rt not 
4 Stranger to the ſervile Reſpect paid by the Ma- 
Hometans to their Santons and Derviſes; and we 
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Jewisn LEevTeRS 7¹ 
ourſelves, 1 muſt confeſs, give, ſometimes, too. 
credultouily into the Notions of our Rabbics: 
Some time or other, I ſhall write thee my Thoughts 
on this Head; mean time, let me beg the God ot 
our Fathers to grant thee Health and Wealth. 

„ 


VVV 
eee eee eee 
LETTER VIE: 
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VERY Day gives me new Opportunities of 
E admiring the French King's Power; and I have 
now no Difficulty of believing what ſome Mer- 
chants of Pera ſaid, when they aſſerted, that their 
Prince was capable to execute Enterprizes ſo far 
above the Grand Seignior's Reach, that he durſt 
not ſo much as think of them. Three Things are 


1 the primum Mobile, or principal Springs, of his 


Grandeur; the Love of his Subjects; the Subjeg- 
tion of the Nobles, whom the Kings his Prede- 
ceſſors had humbled and impoveriſhed ; and the 
happy Situation of bis Country extremely peopled. 
As I was extolling to the Chevalier de Maiſin, the 
flouriſhing State of this Kingdom, Lou ſee, ſaid 
„ he, but the Remains of our Grandeur, our De- 
« ſtruction proceeds from ourſelves, and inteſtine 


«© not have accompliſhed. 


„vines were divided amongſt themſelves, con- 
„ cerning certain Points of Religion; the Court 
c declared for one Party, and many of the Nodi- 
lity and People for yo other; for ſome Time 

| | 2 « it 


„ Diviſions have done what our Enemies could- 


«© ABOUT two hundred Years ago, our Di- 
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« jt went no further than ſimple Diſputing, but, 
« by Degrees, Envy and Hatred crept in: The 


„Court was offended that there ſhould be Perſons 
« in the Kingdom of different Sentiments from 
„them, and the King commanded his Subjects to 
« conform; nothing is ſo dangerous as to force 
* |. Conſciences, of which we have, but too of- 


s ten, ſeen the fatal Conſequences : Thoſe whom 


% they called Innovators, refuſed to ſubmit, pre- 
“ tending, that their Fidelity to the Prince, did not 
« requirethey ſhould abandon ſome eſſential Points 
of Religion; and this Refuſal furniſhed their 
«K.Adverſaries With a Pretext for Perſecution ; a 
great many were put to Death, and ſeveral very 
« honeſt People burnt; and, what is ſurpriſing, 
_« Perſecution rather augmented, than diminiſhed 


„ the Number; their Party, by the Conjunction 


« offome Princes of the Blood Royal, who headed 
„them, became formidable; and, during the Reign 
« of two or three Kings, there was nothing but 
% mutual Deſtruction: At laſt the Court got the 
« better, and all the Innovators were baniſhed the 
„Kingdom: The Government choſe rather to loſe 


« a fourth Part of the Subjects, and to fee their 


Gold and Manufactures tranſported into Fo- 
“ reign Countries, than to ſuffer them to pray in 
40 French, or to eat Mutton on a Saturday. When 
« the Nation was cleared of thoſe Diffarbers, ft 
« was expected that the publick Tranquility 901 
« ſoon be reſtored; but ſcarce were theſe Out- 
- « laws gone off the Stage, when new Innova- 
« tors appeared, and in ſuch Numbers, that if 
« Recourſe ſhould be had to the ſame Remedy, 
« as in the former Caſe, the Kingdom would ſoon 
« he like a Man, whom too frequent Bleedings 
had render: a hectick.“ Mm Fg 
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My dear 1/aac, does it not appear, that the God 


of our Fathers revenges us on jthe Nazarenes and 
Infidels? If he permits that We ſhould be undet 
Captivity, and bear the Yoke of our fierce T'ys 
rants, he pours on them a Spirit of Giddineſs and 
Perverſion, to ſhew us, by their Errors, the Truta 
of that Law which God himſelf gave to Moſes. 

I Know not if thou ever haſt reflected on the 
reciprocal Perſecutions of the Nazarenes, among 
themſelves; for my Part, I always looked upon 


them as a viſible Puniſhment of their Injuſtices to 
us: That Inquilition which thirſts for the Blood 
of Iſrael, and whoſe Horrors have even affected 
our molt cruel Enemies, has it not loſt the united 
Provinces to Spain? and theſe very Provinces, who + 


received our Brethren into their Boſom, and gave 
them an Aſyle, are they not become the Depoſi- 


taries of all the Riches of the Univerſe, and Pro- 


tectors of the Oppreſſed? | 


CoNSIDER, my dear Iſaac, the Conduct of 
God's People, compared with that of the Naza- 


renes; when the ten Tribes ſeparated themſelves, 


we did all that was poſſible to bring them back to 
the right Road; but did we, under deceitful Pro- 


miles, - draw them into the I emple, with an Tu- 
tention to ſacrifice them as Victims? Was there 
ever a Levite who thought the Death of a Sadduce 
neceſſary to make him High Prieſt? Does God 
require that we ſhould ted the Blood of our Bre- 
thren? and does he not in expreſs Terms forbi 

it by the Commandment of his Law? _ 


IL HAvE obſerved that, amongſt Infidels, their 


: Deſire of making new Converts, is puſhed even 
to Madneſs ;' the Mahometans, and Nazarener, ate 
at infinite Pains about this; and having, in vail, 
unployed Threats, MD, Oy Tortures, to 


3 Bain 
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pain us, diſcouraged at laſt from further Attempts, 
*. attack one another. R 
TE Nazarenes have among them religious 
* Soldiers, who make a ſolemn Vow to ſacrifice, 
to the Glory of God, as many Tawrks as poſſible; 
and theſe, 'in revenge, have made it a Point of 
their Law, to pay them back in their own Coin: 
Is not this a pretty Way of enlightening the Mind, 
and touching the Heart? and is it not a very comi- 
cal Faith that is founded on Fear, and which only 
believes, becauſe it dares not disbelieve ? The lighteſt 
Difficulty, the ſmalleſt Diſpute, arms theſe Infi- 
dels, who for the leaſt conteſted Point, murder 


and butcher one another; and when this is out of 
Doors, another ſtarts up. The Greeks, at Con- 
ſtautinople, hate the Mahometans leſs than the Ro- 


mans; and there's not a Merchant at Pera, but 


who would turn Tarꝭ ſooner than what he calls 
Shiſmatick. Thou knoweſt the Antipathy betwixt 
Turks and Perſiaus, and the Diviſions of the Sects 
of Omar and Aly: I confider Mahometaniſin and 
Nazariſm, as two great Towers, reſembling that 
of Babel, and which perpetually produce a Heap 
of Diſputes, and claſhing Ideas. 

Inu Nazarenes reproach us with the very 


Thing that adds to the Glory of our holy Law, 


they pretend that our being diſperſed through the 
Univerſe, is a Mark of Reprobation ; but that 
Unity of Faith and Doctrine 4 which we have pre- 
ſerved, that Simplicity in the eſſential Points of 
our Religion, on which neither Time, nor our 
Mistortunes, or the Difference of Climates, have 
been able to work a Change; are not they viſible 

3 | Re Proofs 
* Knights of Malta. 1 


f By the Unity of Faith and Doctrine, Aaren Monceea un- 
derſt ands the eſſential Points of the Fewn/h Religion; and it's 
upon this Account that he takes no Notice of the different 
Sentiments of the Fews in Germany, Portugal, Aſia, and Africa: 
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Proofs of the Grandeur and Truth of our holy 


Law? Confuſion, Diſorder, and Change, are the 
Portion of human Inventions; Stability and Con- 


ſtancy the Marks of the Finger of God. 

WRITE to me, my dear Iſaac, if thou think'ſt 
my Reflections juſt, for l'm in a Country where 
I dare not communicate my Ideas, but ſo far as 
they are neceflary in the Queſtions which I want 
to be reſolved on, and in ſuck a Manner, as Cu- 
rioſity, natural in Strangers, may render them 


excuſable. 
I was Veſterday at the Interment of a Nax a- 


rene; the Ceremonies of it appeaxed as new to me, 
as thoſe which I had ſeen in their Church; a great 
many Monks marched two and two, ſinging ſome 
doleful Air; they were dreſs'd in different Man- 
ners, and different Colours; ſome were cloath'd 
in Grey, wore a long Beard, and had wooden 


Sandals, for Shoes; others were in Black and 


White, without Beards ; and Jaſt of all came thoſe 
dreſs'd in Green: All theſe Monks were form'd 
into different Brigades; according to their Uni- 
forms, or Liveries; at the Head of each Troop, 
a Standard, like a Croſs, was carried, and pret 

much reſembling the Colours of the Baſhaws, ex- 
cepting that there was no Horſe Tail: The firſt 
Prieſts, who formed the Van-guard, were followed 


by others, covered with a Sort of Cloak, not un- 


like the Arabian Shepherds Hoods, and the Train 
of their Robes held up by Men behind; each of 
them had a long Flambeau in his Hand, andſeem'd 
to be the Lancers of the Main-Army, modelled 
into a hollow Square; about the Corpſe, which 


was carried by four Men: A Crowd of People, 


dreſſed in Black, and at their Head, a Man co- 
vered, from Head to Foot, with black Crape, 
cloſed the March, and compoſed the men Co. 
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of the Army: , Curioſity ingaging me to Tee the 


End of this extraordinary Ceremony, I followed 
the funeral Pomp: When we arrived at the Church, 
the Corpſe was placed in the Middle of ſeveral 
Flambeaus; the Prieſt ſurrounded, and ſung a 
Farewel to him; but, as I was at a Diſtance, I 
could not diſtinctly hear the Words; as far as I 
could gueſs, they wiſhed him good Reſt, and that 
his Sight might be long preſerved *: Before they 
let him down into the Vault, they examined, by 
Way of Precaution, if he had only been in a 
fainting Fit: A young Man brought a Pot full of 
Water , and every one of the Prieſts threw a 


little of it on his Face, and having given no Signs 


of Life, he was let down into his Grave, and the 
Whole concluded with a farewel Song. As I 
can't penetrate into the Reaſons of this Ceremony, 
1 mult inform myſelf, if the Nazarenes believe, 
that the Deceaſed, in the other World, are me- 
tamorphoſed into Children, and that a Ba-baby- 
ba, lulls them a-fleep. We are accuſed with 
having too many Ceremonies in our Religion; is't 
poſſible to find any more ridiculous, or in greater 


umber, than thoſe amongſt the Nax arenes? What 


can one think to ſee People ſinging at the Grave 
of a dead Man! I know no greater Folly, but to 
dance at it. 3 >. 

T ARE care of thy ſelf, my dear Iſaac, and 
thank God that he has made his Law known to 
thee. 


TELE 
Paris, 


„Aaron Monceca alludes to thoſe Words, in the Office fot 
the Dead, Dona eis requiem, & lux perpetua luceat eis. 


Holy Water thrown by the Prieſts on the Dead, to chaſe 
away the evil Spirits. | 


LETTER | 
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111 IX. 


ISAAC ON IS o AARON MONCECA, 


CAPTAIN of a Ship, who arrived here 

Yeſterday, has brought me four of thy Let- 
ters, and I ſuppoſe our Correſpondent at Mar- 
ſeilles could find no Occaſion, till now, of ſend- 
ing them. 

MADE no Doubt of thy Surpriſe at the No- 
velties which thou ſeeit ; my Cafe was the ſame 
with thine, when ] firſt went from Conſtantinople 
to Vienna; brought up in the Levantin Cuſtoms 
and Manners, every Thing that differed fro 
them, ſeemed extraordinary to me: I langhed 
heartily at thy Miftake about the Opera Girls and 
the Sermon: 1 have communicated thy Letters 
to Oſman Baſhaw*, who approves of the Judg- 
ment thou haſt given of the preſent State of Sci- 
ences and Learning in Fance; and thy Reflections 
on our Religion, has occaſioned a ſharp and co- 
mical Diſpute betwixt his Secretary and me; he's 
a young Man who turn'd Mahometan about three 
Years ago, formerly a Monk, but, tired wit 
Nazariſm, threw by the Cowl, and took the Tur- 
ban; the Baſhaw, finding he had a Genius, receiv'd 
him into his Service; ; he pretended to prove, that 
the Mahometan Religion was the beſt, and that it 
cContained Judaiſin ſuch as it was when God gave 

the Tables to Moſes: I was ſurpriſed to ſee him 
ſeo zealous for Mabomet, and thought that he was 
juſt ſuch a Tark as he had been a Nazarene ; AS 


Count Wb : 


dis A enen in n, had diverted Oſman, 
he 


58 Jawigu-ELrernxs 
he ordered him to put them down in Writing, 
that he might conſider them at Leiſure: I ſend 


thee a Copy of his Memorial, and, prejudice a 
Part, let me know thy Sentiments. 


Memorial of HaLy, Secretary to OSMAN Baſhaw, 
formerly Count BONNEVAL. 


„WE Muſſulmen have the ſame Ceremonies, 
« and. the ſame Belicf in all eſſential Points, as 
„ye Fews; one only God, the Immortality of 
« the Soul, the Puniſhment of the Wicked, the 
Recompence of the Juſt,, Circumciſion, Hor- 
s ror of Images, ſtrict Obſervation of the Sab- 
& bath, and. our Moſques, as your. Synagogues, 
„ unſully'd with Idols; when we faſt, we eat 
nothing till after Sun-ſet ; we reſpect the Me- 
„ mory of Moſes and the Prophets, we have a 
„ Veneration for Jeruſalem, and we abſtain from 
« forbidden Fleſhes : Is not this the ancient Ju- 
& daiſm in every Point, the Faith of 1/rae/ in it's 
„ fulleſt Light, and ſuch as it was in David's 
« Time? 5 TS | 

« Let us now examine which have been moſt 
liable to. Changes and Additions, you or we. 
„One of the two Grievances, with which you 
« reproach us, conſiſts in the Worſhip that we pay 
« the Meſſiah *; but why would you have us deny 
« his being come, of. which there are ſo many evi- 


« dent Proofs? How will you reconcile that eter- 


« nal ExpeQatian of yours with Dauial's Weeks? 


« You have loſt your Memorial-Book, and; fa- 


«. tigued with making ſo many uſeleſs Supputa- 
tions, you thought. it was better to call it a 
« Myſtery, which you cou'd by no Means con- 
o 5 | ceive 
The Turks look upon the Meſſah as a great Prophet, and 
cuxen reſpec his Apoſtles. | 
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with ſuch, it may be attributed to the Hardneſs 
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ceive: You flip your Necks out of the Collar, 
in the ſame Manner, in the Explication of that 
Prophecy, in which it is ſo clearly ſaid, I'nat 
the Scepter ſhall not depart from Jada, until 
he come who ſhould come. I know that you 
cavil on the Word Scepzer, and ſubſtitue in it's 
Place, Rod of Tribulation ; and, by this Means, 
ſet a wrong Gloſs upon that Patfage to ſup- 
port your Cauſe; yet, notwithitanding the Ob— 
ſcurities your Ravbtes have endeavoured to throw 
over the Prophets, you know that one of your 
molt famous Doctors, when he was dying, af- 
ſembled bis Family, and told them the followin 
Words, I' very much afraid, my dear Children, 
that Jeſus of Nazareth, whom our Fatbers cru— 
cified, was the Meſſiah; with that he expired: 
And whatloever Care has been taken to con- 
ceal his Doubts trom the World, yet the Se- 
cret came abroad. 2 


« But, after all, let us ſuppoſe, for a Moment, 
that we deceive ourſelves iu believing that the 
Meſſiah is come; what eſlential Changes, pray, 
would this make in the main Points of true 
Judaiſm? None at all; the ſame Ceremonies, 
the ſame fundamental Points, which were the 
Foundations of Iſrael's Law, when Jeruſalem 
was in it's Glory, are conformable to our O- 
pinions, what we ſtcedfaltly believe, and what 
you yourſelf have but juſt now acknowledg'd. 
What can there be amiſs in honouring a Pro- 
pher, a great Man, a Law-giver, whoſe Mora- 


lity is fo beautiful, and ſo uſeful to Society? 


If he has taught us to add ſomething to the an- 
cient Judaiſm, his Sentiments are ſo pure, that 
it may be eaſily ſeen they come from Heaven; 
and if Moſes did not inſpire the ancient Fews 
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of their Hearts, which render'd them incapable. 
On our Part then, no other Changes have been 
introduced into tne old Religion, but thoſe of 
improving its Morals, and of rendering to him 


that taught us, by his Preaching and Practice, 


the Glory that was due; not puſhing Things 


to Extremities, as the Chriſtians, who have de- 


rogated entirely from Judaiſm, but only refin- 
ing on ſome Parts of it. = 
„Another Reproach thrown upon us, is, our 


profound Veneration for Mahbomet; for what 
Reaſon ſhould we be debarr'd from honouring 


God's Envoy, he who, after Moſes and Feſus, 


is come to bring Light into the World, and to 


& perfect the Law of God, whoſe Favourite he is? 
Let us now lee if you have not made more 


conſiderable Changes; in the firſt Place, by your 
Diſperſion, you have failed in the molt neceſ- 
ſary Points of the Law ; you have diſcontinu'd 


- Circumciſion in $p4:z, though no Conſidera- 


tion of Danger ought to have made you diſ- 
penſe with ſuch an eſſential Ceremony: For 


a. certain Time you lacrificed Children in France, 


whom you bought for that Purpoſe; and, con- 
trary to the Will of God, ſprinkled the Altars 
erected for him with human Blood, tho? it was 
expreſly forbid that you ſhould ſacrifice but in 
Feraſalem; but, not to mention all the whim- 
ſical Notions and Chimera's of your Doctors, 


where have you found in the ancient Books, 


that you were forbid to cut your Bread with 
certatn Knives, or to drink Wine but what 
you had ſqueezed yourſelves? In what Paſlage 
of Geneſis, Deuteronomy, or the Pſalms of David, 
have you read that impious Principle, that it is 
an Article of Religion to deceive all who are 
of a ditterent Communion ? I know, that pub- 

| EN « lickly 
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lickly you diſown ſuch Sentiments as theſe, and 
the Reaſon is obvious, becauſe People would 
„ be more upon their Guard, and you would find 
more Difficulty to perform the Functions of +) 
« your Judaiſm; from all which I think it muſt 9 
be acknowledged, that you have only the Name, 
and the Muſſulmen the Religion of the ancient 1: 
ws | | 14 
THOVU' x eafily find out, my dear Monceca, UL 
the weak Side of this Reaſoning, and the Sophi— 1 5 
{tries with which it is ſtuff'd, but I muſt acknow- F 
ledge, that I find fomething new and ſingular in 
the Thoughts. Many have branded us with Er- 12 
rors; but none hitherto have attempted to prove 
that the Mahometans were the true Jews under 
another Name. I with this ſingular Story may 
afford thee the ſame Pleaſure which thy Letters | 
give me; every Paſſage in them calls back to my 1 
Memory what I have ſeen in Germany, which 
' abounds no leſs than France with Beaus, gallantiſh 
Women, and hypocritical Monks, c. When we 14 
examine Mankind in general, we find they re- 10 
ſemble one another; Difference of Climate makes Tl 
no Change on the Hearts, it only dreſſes them PE 
after the Mode of the Country: Czp:d is as buſy 177 


* 


* 


at Conſtantinople as at Paris; and our Texrkiſh La- 
dies are as much under his, and his Mother's In- 1 
fluence, as your French Dames, but in a different 0 

Manner: Here, Silence is the Life of an Intrigue; 105 
all is loſt on the leaſt Indiſcretion; ſo that Ne- 

3 ceflity, not Inclination, bridles the Lover's I ongue : 
Different Cuſtoms exempt a Frenchman from ſuch 0 
extraordinary Precautions, and, if he blabs out i 1 

| 


the Favours beſtowed on him by the Fair Sex, it _ 
is becauſe he knows that his Indiſcretion can be 1 0 
attended with no dangerous Conſequences ; and | 
a Tark would perhaps be as indiſereet, did not his "11,0 
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Intereſt reſtrain him: Your beauiſh Airs, your fop— 
piſn Affectations, and polite Extravagancies, are 
not unknown in 7zrky ; they preſent themſelves, 
*tis true, under other Forms, but are, upon the 
Main, the ſame; Feathers, laced Cloaths, Spy- 
ing-Glaſſes, Canes, and Snuff-Boxes, are meta- 
morphoſed, here, into * Chelibis, I'urbans, gar- 
niſh'd with fine Muſlin, Pertume-Boxes, gentcel 
little Pocket-Books, for Love-Verſes, and mag- 
nificent Pipes. Dreſs, in all Countries, is the 
Foible of the Women; to charm a Lover who 
has gained their Affection, all their Invention is on 
the Rack; and they have naturally Courage enough 
to attempt any thing that may gain their Ends: 
there's only ſome ſmall Difference in the Methods 
of purſuing them. In France and Germany aWaiting- 
woman is her Lady's Confident ; carries Billets- 
Doux, and helps her-to c 1 the Husband : 
Here, an Eunuch is the Mercury; a Diſcovery 
is Matter of Laughter to the Frenchman, or he 
bears his Fate with Patience; but a Tarꝭ runs ſtark- 
ſtaring mad; the greater Fool he! for what can't 
be cur'd, muſt be endur'd. In ſhort, the Monks, 
whoſe Actions aſtoniſn thee, are exactly copied 
here in their Avarice, Impoſtures, Hypocriſy, La- 
zineſs, and Unſerviceableneſs to the State, ſo that 
Nazareue Monk and Mahometan Dervis may join 
Hands. | 

If my Letters are dilatory, attribute it to the 
Scarcity of Shipping, and not to any Fault in me. 


| Conſtantinople, ***** 


| LETTER 
* The Dreſs of a young Turk: Lord. 
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LETTER X. 


AARON MON cE CA 0 IS AAC Onis. 


HE People here carry through the Streets, 
on ſome Occaitons, certain grotesk Idols, 
which they call Salut Shrizes, eſcorted in the ſame 


Manner as the Dead to their Graves, with this 


only Difference, that the Bearers are not dreſs'd 
in Black: Theſe Pagods have certain Days ap- 
pointed for their Ambulations through the Courſe 
of the Year, and they mult not incroach upon 
one anothers Privileges :. Whatever Inclination 
an Idol may have for an Airing, and to viſit the 
Streets, there's no ſtirring abroad, but on the Holy- 
day appointed for its Appearance, till then due 


Care is taken to keep it ſhut up; and it never 


comes out of its Caſe, but by the Permiſſion of 
Church-Wardens. | 

_EveRY one of theſe Shrines have their parti- 
cular Juriſdictions in the Government of Nature; 
the Winds obey one, another commands the Seas, 


and a third renders the Earth fertile; but the Mi- 


ſtreſs of all is, ſhe who commands the Rain ; ſhe's 
firſt in Rank, and has Permiſſion to take the Air 


| oftner than the reſt. There's ſtill a great many 


more of an inferior Claſs, for fore Eyes, Tooth- 
aches, Gouts, Plagues, Voyages, and Journies ; 
Enterprizes, Trades, and finding out Things ſtolen 


or loſt; and they have the ſame Attributes as the 
 ®Lares, or Penate Gods of the Ancients. The 


firm Belief in which the People are, with reſpect 
to thoſe Shrines, has ſet a natural Philoſopher to 
G 2 work 
* Houſhold Gods, | 
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work about a new Syſtem; by their Help, he has 
found Means to explain all the Secrets of Nature; 
and, as this Philoſophy is perfectly ſuitable to the 
Monks, no doubt but they will promote it. 

I HAvE already informed thee of ſeveral Things, 

ith reſpe& to the Learned of this Country, but 
I could not enter into a particular Detail; as I am 
n 


w acquainted with ſome of them, I'm better 


able to ſatisfy thy Curiolity. 

THe Literati of Paris may be divided, as the 
Creeks did their Gods, in Gods and Demi-Gods : 
The Scioliſts ſwarm in Frauce; every body pre- 
tends to Knowledge; *tis the Foible of the Nation; 
and they'd rather be reputed Rogues, than Block- 
heads : Such there are who, very indifterent about 


a ſcandalous Character, as to their Manners, 


would be under the greateſt Concern, ſhould any 
imagine that they could not explain the Riddles 
of the Mercury, or compoſe a Madrigal. 

TE Women too, in this Country, ſet up for 
Criticks, on Performances of Wit and Humour; 


and, what is very particular, their Deciſions are 


ordinarily better than the Mens; they have a cer- 
tain natural Delicacy, which, not being tainted 
with ill-digeſted Studies, renders their Taſte more 
Exquiſite, and truer, than that of our demi-learned 
Men. For theſe fifteen or twenty Years paſt, the 
Men of Genius and Letters, who lived under the 
Reign of Louis XIV, have had no Succeſſors: It 
would ſeem that Nature had taken Care, in thoſe 
Days, to form a Number of great and learned 
Men, in all Manner of Arts and Sciences, that 
every Tbing might anſwer to the Grandeur of this 

Monarch. ; 
THERE are, however, ſtill Men illuſtrious for 
Learning, and who, deſervedly, are to be placed 
"a 


Jewisn LETTERS“ 657 
in the firſt Claſs: The oideſt* is an excellent 
Philoſopher, in his Youth- a good Poet, in riper 
Age an able Critick, and a profound natural Phi- 
loſopher : Would'it thou believe that, endued with 
tuch rare Talents, he ſhould have been guilty of 
an egregious Blunder, out of Vanity, or Weak- 


neſs; ſuch as the abandoning of his Fraternity 


the Learned, and conſtituting himſelf Chief of 
raw School- Boys, and Abortives of Parnaſſus? 
He proſtituted his Pen in Defence of their trifling 


Productions; and the Publick ſaw, with Aſtoniſh- 
ment, ſuch a Man, as he, defend ſo bad a Cauſe. 
The Caſe was to prove the Moderns ſuperior to 


the Ancients: However chimerical that Enter- 
prize might be, perhaps, in handling the Matter 
with that Exactneſs, and N eutrality it required, 

there would not have been ſuch an Inequality, as 


ſome imagine; but they puſhed this ridiculous Diſ- 


pute to the extravagant. Length of. calling Homer 
3 Dotard, Demoſthenes a Brawler, and Virgil x. 
Poctaſter they pretended to teach them their o -I 
Languages! branded them with low 'Exprefſions, 
and unpoliſn'd Terms! and a Man, born on the 
Banks of the River Seine, pretended, three thou- 


ſand Years after Homer's Death, to inſtruc him 


in the Choice of Words, and Delicacy of Greez 
Expreſſions! What I look'd upon to be molt fin» 
gular, in this Diſpute,. was the Difference of the 


Adverſaries: All the truely Learned, of the firlt. 


Order, rank'd themſelves upon the Side of the An- 


cients, and acknowledg'd, that it was to their Pro- 
ductions they owed what they knew; and that 


thoſe who ſet up in Oppoſition againſt them, were 
2 Reproach to Literature, and the Excrement of 
Belles Lettres; and indeed they were very ſoon 
ſilenced. Under this Confuſion they made their 
by G 3 Addteſſes 
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 Addrefſes to the learned Gentleman mentioned 
above, and offered to acknowledge him for their 
Maſter : The flattering Idea of being the Chief of 
a Party prevail'd ; and, with a great deal of Wit, 
he defended a very bad Cauſe. 
It's very probable that he'll ſoon turn his 
Weapons againſt them; for, on a Death-bed, the 
Nazarenes are obliged to confeſs all the Lies they 
have been guilty of during the Courſe of their 
Lives ; and, as he is very far advanced in Age, it 


will not belong, I ſuppoſe, e're he endeavours to 


efface (by an authentick Reparation to thoſe wor- 
thy Authors whom he has criticiſed) the only 
Blemiſh with which his Glory has been ſtain'd. 
THAT Cuſtom among the Nazarenes of re- 
vealing their Actions to the Prieſts, makes them 
Depoſitaries of all the Secrets of Families: The 
ſovereign Pontife, placed on bis Throne in the 


Middle of Rome, may know the Thoughts and 
Actions not only of a European and African, but 


alſo of an Indian Nazarene; and tho' he will not, 
perhaps, give himſelf the Trouble to deſcend to 
Particulars, yet ſtill he may when he pleaſes; and 
to eſtabliſh, by a perpetual Proof, his Authority 
of ſearching into the ſecret Receſſes of our Hearts, 
he has reſerved to himſelf, throughout all Chri- 
ſtendom, the Cogniſance of certain Crimes, which 
he alone can pardon ; ſuch as beating a Monk, or 
writing againſt him, . theſe are Caſes only abſol- 
vable by his Holineſs ; and, were I a Nazarene, this 
| Letter would coſt me a Journey to Italy; but for aſ- 
ſaſinating half a Dozen Men, and robbing a Dozen 
of Families, Confeſſion to the firſt Monk that I 
met with, and a little of the never-failing Argu- 
ment, make me as white as Snow: Were U rich, 
they would, perhaps, oblige me to make ſome 
pious Foundation; but then I ſhould have ſome 

| Drubbings 
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Drubbings into the Bargain, without being ac- 
countable for them at our next Clearance. This 
Abſolution, the peculiar Privilege of Prieſts, 1s to 
them the Mines of Peru and Potoſe; they look up- 
on it as Land which, duly manured, affords them 
all the Neceſſaries of Life: The Revenues are 
collected thrice a Vear, on the Days of their three 
principal Feſtivals; and, by ſpecial Favour, young 
Lords and Court Ladies are to pay only once a 
Vear; but they muſt take Care not to tranſgreſs: 
There are, however, many Frauds committed; 
and ſuch there have been who, at the Point of 
Death, confeſſed that for twenty or thirty Vears 
they had been conſtant Smugglers. Of al! People, 
the Beaus and the Learned are moſt apt to elude 
the Tax; many of the former make Satisfaction 
only at the laſt Extremity, when they're packing 
up for the other World; and moſt of the latter 
take their Journey without clearing Accounts, for 
which the Monks fail not to exclaim moſt heartily 
againſt them. To prevent ſuch Abuſes as far as 
poſſible, they have made a Concordate with evil 
Angels, by which theſe oblige themſelves to ſeize 
upon all thoſe who have not paid the Taxes be- 
fore Death; and, that none may pretend Igno- 


rance, due Care has been taken to render the 


Treaty publick, and to refrefh Peoples Memories 
from time to time : But as this Alliance, contracted 
with infernal Spirits, had ſo ſtruck ſome Nazarenes, 
that, tho' they had diſcharged their Conſciences as 


to the Taxes, they were till afraid to die, leſt the 


tricking Demons ſhould find a Hole in their Coats 
to calm ſuch Apprehenſions and Fears, ſome Doc- 
tors fell upon a Contrivance- of furniſhing them 
with proper Diſcharges, which might ſerve as Paſles, 
and prevent all Moleſtation on the Road: Tho! 
the Fees exacted on theſe Sort of Cockets are but 
a Trifle, 
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a Trifle, yet, as none would venture to ſet out 
without them, a very large yearly Revenue ariſes 
from that Branch. Thele Paſs-ports are in Imi- 
tation, I ſuppoſe, of a Practice among the ſuper- 
ſtitious Turin, of having a certain Sentence of the 
Alcoran put into their Coffins, which they imagine 
their Prophet takes very kindly. _ | 
WIA Folly, my dear Iſaac, what Blindneſs ! 1 
We can have no other Paſs-ports after Death, but 1 7; 
our good Actions; and an upright innocent Con- 
ſcience can only give us a noble Aſſurance when 
we are ſetting out on that Journey: When a Man 
has lived innocently, why afraid of Death, which 
7 an End to all our Troubles? ſhall unfortu- 
nate Pilgrims, the Sport of Paſſions, and expoſed 
to all the Rigours of Chance and Fortune, be 
concerned at the Loſs of Life, which, in it's beſt, 


2 — 


1 


to determine if the Misfortunes complain d of 5, 
were intitled to the publick Remedy: But as Man , 
ſees only thorough the Vail of his Paſſions, and | *- 


1 is but a mournful Scene, and, in it's worſt, an . 
| Embleme of Hell? Did not Heaven forbid all At- pP 
bl tempts upon our Perſons, I ſhould have approved Þ 
1 of the Cuſtom obſerved by certain Towns in ] 
1 Pompey's Time, where it was permitted, in the 7 
1 _ Cale of unſupportable Misfortunes, to require I. 
Poiſon, kept on purpoſe in the Republick, and un- , 
i der the M * the Magiſtrates, who were 2 
id er the Management of the Magiſtrates, who were hs 
f | 


1 is always influenced by them, their Decrees could 9 

4 ſcarce be ſtrictiy equitable; for a Judge, under 1 
Diſappointments in Love, would readily grant tage 1 
Poiſon to one who wanted to die for the Loſs of ' 
a Miſtreſs; a Gameſter, to one who had loſt his 4 

4 Money, preferably to all others; and the ambiti- 1 

1 ous Man, to a diſgraced Courtier; and, it is my 

4 Opinion, that theſe Judges, who were Strangers ba 


to the Paſſions of the Petitioners, granted their 
| Requeſts 


nothing's to be found but Briars and Serpents: 
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Requeſts more by way of Favour, than from a 
Perſwaſion of real Neceſſity. 

The Poſt is going, and I have only Time to 
wiſh thee Health and Increaſe of Proſperity. 


. 
Paris, 


S SS S eee Se See dee SS 
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LIF. 
JAcoB BRITO G AARON MONCECA. 


CONTINUE to examine the Beauties of 

Rome, and, with an aitoniſhing Pleaſure, con- 
fider the Remains of the Roman Grandeur. I went 
Yeſterday to view the Capitol, on the Ruins of 
which a modern Palace is built, according to a 
Plan of Michael Angelo's, the famous Architect: 


From the Conſideration of this curious Structure, 


I was led into a vaſt Field of Reflections: Should 
Marius, Sylla, Ceſar, Sertorious, and Pompey, ſaid 
I, within myſelf, return into the World, and be 
tranſported to Rome, without any previous Know- 
ledge of the Changes, how would they be ſur- 
prized to find their Places in the Capitol poſſeſs'd 
by a Dozen Moufignors, the ancient Senators me- 
tamorphoſed into Abbots, and the Order of Knights 
changed into the Badge of Monks? In Place of 
Lictors and Faſces, which preceded, and fol- 


lowed the Roman Conſuls, a Prelate, attended by 


a Troop of Footmen, or ſome Cardinal ſtrutting 
in * Fioco! What's become of the Legions would 
they lay? Are they incamped about Rowe? They 
would ſtraight repair to the Field of Mars, where 


? 
In Ceremony. 
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Ah, Romans] would they cry out, what's become © 
of your Love for Glory? What have ye done with 1 
that martial Ardour which made you Maſters of | 
the World? The People at this Diſcourſe would 
ſtare and laugh at their Folly. Should they ask 
to viſit the Arſenals, to know the State of the 
Armouries, and the publick Expence, they would 


be led into the Library of the Vatican, and there L 
ſhewed the Bulls of Excommunication already = 
gone out, and others ready to take Wing upon = 
the firit Occaſion. Should they deſire to verify vy 
the Finances, the Funds which produce them, and | you 
the Methods taken to raiſe the Subſidies, imme- | 0 
diately Coffers fall of Indulgencies, Bulls, and 5 
Nominations to Benefices, would be thrown open. p 
Did their Curioſity extend to know what Recom- 4 
pences are beſtowed on Citizens who diſtinguiſh * 
themſelves, and what Statues are erected for them, th 
they would ſhew them Chaplets *, Agnus's f, B 
and Reliquaries þ, all bleſſed by the Pope. Should tt 
they inform themſelves about the triumphalCrowns, b. 
Mitres and Cardinals Caps would be preſented. tl 
Ask they to ſee the Kings of Armenia, Bithinia, 0 
Pontus, and many other Sovereigns, who made ir 
their Court aſſiduouſly to the meaneſt of the Sena- 2 
tors, in pops the Pretender, with his two Sons. 7 
And if their Curioſity extended to know what 0 
Princes they had vanquiſhed, a Relation of the l 


Murder of. Henry. IV. and of his Predeceſſor, : 
would be the Anſwer to that Queſtion. 1 
THINE's r thou, my dear Aaron, that theſe il- |}. 
luſtrious Men, full of the Grandeur and Heroiſm 
of their native Country, could be leſs ſurpriz'd at 
this Abaſement, and Decadency, than we are at 
| the 
* Chaplets of Beads. f Pieces of Wax bleſſed by the Pope, 


kaving the Print of a Lamb, or ſome other holy Hierogly- 
phick, f Shaunes for Relicks, 
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the Novelties which we lee? to be ſure it can- 
not be; and I doubt not but Cæſar would have 
more Difficulty to find any Thing of the ancient 
Roman, in an Italian, than thou would'it have to 
unriddle the molt perplex'd Ceremony of Naga— 

THe Arrival of the Carnaval, has given new 


Life to the Diverſions of this Town : I went Yetter-+ 


day to the Opera, where none but Men perform'd ; 
and was told, asa Reaſon of this Singularity, that, 
in the holy City, it was not proper Singing-Wo— 
men ſhould appear on the Stage : Strange Delicacy ! 


when it conſiſts with every body's Knowledge, 


that there's two or three hundred Courtezans, in 
two Streets of Rome, not indeed 1 ributaries to the 
Pontife, as commonly reported, but tolerated, and 
even protected by the Governor : Prithee tell me 
which of the two ought to give moſt Offence to 


the holy City, a Couple of Singing-Girls (whole 


Behaviour is generally ſpeaking regular enough in 
this Country) or three hundred Houſes of De- 
bauchery? The Expedient of ſubſtiuting Men in 
their Places, depriv'd, for the Sake of a fine Pipe, 
of the Means to propagate the Specics, is a Crime, 
in my Judgment, barbarous to the Jaſt Degree, 
and which Tarꝶs would never have thought of, or 
ſuffered, were they not over-rul'd by the Jealouſy 


of their Tempers, which neither Reaſon nor Phi- 


loſophy can withſtand ; but ſtill there's ſomething 
more excuſable in the Motive of their Barbarity, 
than in that of the Romans; among whom, a Fa- 


ther, on the baſe Proſpect of Gain, renders a Son 
incapable, at his Birth, to perpetuate his Family; 


and thruſts him into a Species different from either 
of the two Sexes, and the Contempt of both! It's 
inconceivable how ſuch a Cuſtom came to be in- 
troduced, or tolerated; and one would think R 

Men 
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Men are miſerable enough, by the IIIs to which 
Nature ſubjects them, without being themſelves 
the Occaſion of new Misfortunes. 

THe Nazarenes have a Fundamental Law, by 
which Eunuchs are excluded from Eccleſiaſtica 
Dignities and Honours ; nevertheleſs, an Expe- 
dient has been found out by the Pontife, to ſoften 
it's Rigour: As it's not in his Power to repair the 
Damage done by the Operation, he permits thoſe 
who carry on their Breaſts, in a leather Purſe, 
the melancholly Relicks of their Shame, to be re- 
ceived into the Order of Prieſthood. In many 
Other Caſes, as well as this, the Pontives have 
found out comical Methods of eluding the Laws, 
made by their Predeceſſors, without coming to an 
open Violation, which would affect their Infalli- 
bility; for ſhould one abrogate what his Prede- 
ceſſor had enacted, there would be no further Cer- 
tainty in their Deciſions, nor no further Obliga- 
tion of believing that Black is White, it the Pon- 
tife ſhould be miſtaken in Colours. A very wag- 
giſh Paper, handed about here by Nagarenes, who 
have ſhaken off the Pontife's Supremacy, and pre- 
. tended to reform ſeveral Abuſes, in many Points 
of the Komiſßh Religion, may not be improperly 
inſerted in this Place; which, if true, is a heavy 
Draw-back on the Doctrines of Infallibility ; and, 
it otherwiſe, betrays Want of Integrity in the op- 
polite Party, to which ſoever of the two Sides th 
Scale may turn, the Profit is ours. 


Debtor 
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Contraria juxta ſe poſita clarius eluceſcunt : 


Or, the infalliable Popes contradicting one an- 
other in Matters of Faith. 


Dios. 

O E Gregory XII. affirms, 

that the Church of Rome 
is the Mother and Miſtreſs of 
all Churches; and declares it 
to be an Article, neceſſary to 
Salvation, to believe her fo 
to be. | 


Pope Ce!e/H/nus III. ſays, that 
the Pope of Rome is the Vicar 
of Chriſt, and has ſupreme 
Power over all the Biſhops of 
the Church; and that, with- 
out Subjection to him, there 
is no Salyation, ; 


Boniface II. and Felix III. 


affirm, that Tobias, Judith, and 
Maccabees, are as much the 
holy Scripture, as Geneſis, and 
the Writings of the four E- 


vangeliſts; and declare, ex 


Chathedra, that whoſocyer does 
not acknowledge them ſo to 
be, is accurſed, 


Gelaſius II. Sergius III. and 


Beneditt VII. affirm, that Scrip- 
tute alone is not the Rule of 
Salvationz and, that Tradi- 
tions, and the Declarations 
of the Popes, are to be re- 
ceived with the like Regard 
and Veneration as the Sciip- 
tures, | 


Honovias I, andceleſtinus IV. 
ſay, that the Scripture is not 
* | to 


| 


[ 


* 


Ca DTrox. 
O PE Plus II. ſays, in his 
Epiſtles, that it's a moſt 


pions and-probable Opinion, 


that all the Churches of the 
Chriſtian World are Siſters to 
that of Rowe, who can pre- 
tend no Authority over them, 


Pope Gregory I. declares, that 
it is the Pride of Luci ſer not 
to be endured for one Biſhop 
to ſet himſelf over the reſt, 
and to pretend to have a! 
the reft in Subjection to bun, 


Pope Calixtus the Rowan, 
and Gregory I. ſay, that tho” 
Tobias, Fudith, and Maccabces, 
were read by ſome Chriſtians, 
yet they were not received by 
the Church as canonical Scrip- 
turess and the latter, in his 
Motals, quoting the Afacca- 
bees, Excules himſelf for pro- 
ducing a Teſtimony out of 2 
Book not received by the 
Church, 


The Popes LANEVES, Zephe- 
rinas, and Gregory I. declare, 
that all Things neceſlary to 
Salvation are contain'd in the 
holy Scriptures, and that from 
thence every body may lean 
hat ſoever is necellaty to Sal- 
vation. 21 


| Greqiy IX, and Aleranler 
V. declare, that it's expedi- 


HR ent 


— 


DE BI OR. | 
to be read in the vulgar 
Tongue, or by the 1gnorant, 
becauſe more Prejudice than 
Profit will redound to them 


Rom it. | 


Leo X. and Julius II. ay, 
that aftet this Life there is a 
Turg atory, where the Souls of 
thoſe that die in venial Sin, 
and are not purged by the Sa- 
crifice of the Mals, or by the 
Indulgencies of the Pope, are 
to give Satisfaction for their 
Sins. | 


Paul and Julius III. affirm, 
that Images are not only to 
be placed in Temples, but 
are allo to be worſhipped, as 
if the Terſons thereby repre- 
ſented were preſent. 


Paul IV. and Pius V. for- 
bid, under the Pain of Ex- 
communication, the Laity to 
receive under both Kinds, 


— 
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CREDITOR, 


ent for all Men to read the 
Scriptures, | 


Adrian III. confeſſes, that 
there is no Mention of Pur- 
gatory in Scripture, or in 
the Writings of the holy Fa- 
thers, and therefore we may 
conclude, that at the Hour of 
Death, either the good or 
evil Spirit ſeizeth upon the 
Soul, and keeps it for ever 
without any Change. 


Grego:y J. Celeſtinus III. and 


Urban VI. do profeſledly for- 
bid the Worſhip of Images. 


Gelaſins, and with him Be- 


nedict II. and FohnV. declare, 


that, in the Sacrament, the 
Subſtance or Nature of Bread 
ceaſeth not; and that conſe- 
quently our Bodies, as well 
as our Souls, are nouriſh'd by 
the Euchariſt; and they de- 
clare further, that every body 
ſhould receive the whole Sa- 
crament of Bread and Wine, 
and not the Bread alone, for 
the dividing one and the ſame 
Sacrament is a great Sacti- 
lege. | 


Tuo muſt be ſenſible, my dear Monceca, that 
having never had an Opportunity of reading the 
Writings of the Pontives, I cannot poſſibly vouch 
for the Truth of this Account ſtated in the mer- 
cantile Way, and ballanced in every Point to a 
Tittle; I ſhall only tell thee, that a certain Prieſt 
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who had made theſe Excerptions, with no good 
Deſign I preſume, was, as the Story goes, be- 
trayed by ſome Perſons he confided in, and deli— 
vered up to a certain Cardinal, who had an Eye 
to St. Peter's Chair, which is enough to let thee 
know that the poor Prieſt made a quick Exit to 
the other World, without a Paſs-port, and was 
expoled to all the internal Pirates and Guarda 


Coltas. But to end this Digreſſion let me now 


purſue the Thread of my Story, which broke off, 
I think, at the Honours paid by the Nagarenes to 
the Pontite, equal to thoſe render'd to the Divi- 
nity, ſuch as proſtrating themſelves at bis Feet, 
and reſpectfully kifling his Slipper; a Ceremony 
which the greateſt of the Nazarene Kings are not 
excas'd from, and look upon as an Honour. 
WHEN a Pontife is choſen, he is ſeated on the 
Altar of the great Temple, where the People al- 
ſemble, kneel down, adore him, and beg that he 
may beſtow on them the good Things of this 
World, and ſecure their Happineſs in the next: 
_ Their Requeſts are granted; and, by a certain 
Motion of two Fingers extended, the Sins vre 
remitted ; the World becomes vertuous, and Na- 
ture puts on a new Face. Thus, in old TI ines, 
the Fupiter of the Pagans moved Olympus with a 
Glance. After the Benediction, he is carried back 
in Triumph to his Palace; and, to complete the 
Happineſs of the Romans, nothing remains but 
that he ſhould ſpeedily die! Strange Paradox this! 
that the Intereſt of the People ſhould require the 
Deſtruction of him who made them but juſt now 
happy! To unriddle this Myſtery, thou muſt know, 
that every EleCtion of a Pope brings a valt Con- 
courſe of Strangers to the City; makes Changes 
in the Miniſtry, and in. publick Employments; 
Opens a Scene agrecable to every body, except 
the Relations of the Deceas'd, who are the only 
| H 2 Loſers. 
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Loſers. As the High-Prieſt never marries, and 
conſequently can have no lawful Children, his 
whole Views are on the Promotion of his Ne- 
phews, and neareſt of Kin ; and the Favour they 
enjoy during his Papacy, is called Nepotiſme, of- 
ten puſh'd to a greater Length than Deſpotiſme at 


Conſtautinople; for it has been more than once 


ſeen, that a Pope's Favourite has committed greater 
Robberies, he alone, in three Years, than twenty 
Vizirs in fifty; by which it would appear that the 
Romans, in wiſhing for a Change of Popes, know 
not their own Intereſt ; ſince it muſt be eaſier to 
ſatisfy the Avarice of one, who, after he was 
glutted, would diſcontinue his Robberies, than to 
be the Prey of thirty Tyrants ſucceeding to one 
another in a thort Space of Time. 


To make Amends for the IIls occaſioned by 


Nepotiſme, the High-Prieſts have aſſumed an ab- 
ſolute Command over the Seaſons, the Elements, 
and the Fruits of the Earth; by this Means they 
make Reſtitution to the People, or, at leaſt, make 
them think ſo, of what their Relations and Fa- 

vourite take from them. 0 PLS] 
SOME Time ago, Swarms of Caterpillars de- 
ſtroyed the Trees to ſuch a Degree, that the Peo- 
ple were, at laſt, forced to have Recourſe to the 
tovereign Pontife, who promiſed to exterminate 
them; but as he was not cock-ſureF they would 
be ſo civil as to burſt at his Defire, ſeveral Pre- 
texts were given for delaying till the cold Seaſon 
was approaching, which no ſooner came, then out 
goes an Excommunication, with a Sentence of 
Death, ordaining them to be their own Execu- 
tioners, to which, with the Help of five or fix 
Days Froſt, they all obey'd. The People cry'd 
out, Miracle! Ihe Shrines were carried in Tri- 
umph thro? the Streets, and the Monks were well 

rewarded for their Prayers upon this 8 
O ME 
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SOME Time afterwards a Subaltern Pontife *, 
who wanted to imitate his Sovereign, was not ſo 


ſucceſsful: Graſs-hoppers deſtroyed the Country; 


he excommunicated them for three Years ſucceſ- 
ſively, but being, it ſeems, of Janſeniſte Race, 
they appeal'd from the Sentence, and could not 
be perſuaded to die till their own Time. 

 FAREWEL, my dear Moxceca; may thy Riches 
ſurpaſs thy Deſires. 


„„ 
Rome, 
1 Biſhop of LAY (CF, 


TAN IN AS BY 0) Fe (Yeh ev ef if) 
NL OO DT WORN 
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LETTER XI. 
AARON MONCECA r ISAAC Oxis. 


WAs yeſterday conducted, by the Chevalier 
[ de Farſin, to an Aſſembly of Ladies, and Pesita- 
Maitre, where Thad an Opportunity of making 
Remarks on the Falſhood of Women, and I rea- 
chery of Men: Asl1enter'd, a Counteſs, to whom 
every one pretended Friendſhip, was under Ex- 
amination, and unmercifully ridiculed. 

I wovuLD fain know, ſaid a young Lady, 
where in the World the Counteſs picks up all 
the Old-womens Tales, with which ſhe fets us 


a-ſleep! Truly, Dotage, at her Age, is not to be 


bore with. “ Your Pardon, Madam, replied 2 
« Petit-Martre, with a whining Aﬀectation ; it 
& old Age gives a Title to Dotage, the Countels 
« was qualified more than a Year ago.” You're 


waggiſh, replied another Lady! I know the Coun- 
teſs, ſhe.can't be in the doating Age, having been 
married only the ſame Year that I was born; flig 
was not above twenty-four then, and I'm now 

| HE - thirty- 
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thirty-two. © How, Madam! cries out a certain 
„ filly Fop, with an Air of Surprize, you thirty- 
«© two Years old! No! no! your Looks contra- 
dict your Words, which are as ſurprizing as it 


„ is incredible that the Counteſs does not exceed 


&« fifty-ſix, tho' ſhe allows only of forty.” 
WHEN the Aſſembly were thus ſettling the 
Counteſs's Birth, who ſhould come in but her 
very Ladyihip? and all was huſh. Good God, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, who had but a Moment before 
beſtowed ſo liberally upon her fifty-ſix Years, how 


charming you look To-day! Your Complexion's 


more freſh and lively than Roſes and the Lillies ! 
In ſhort, one would almoſt ſwear that you were 
not thirty Years old! J am more tho”, reply'd the 
_ Counteſs, ſmiling gently, turning the Eyes me- 
thodically, and biting the Lip, to give it a Ver- 
million: I flept ſo ill laſt Night, continued ſhe, 
that I was frighten'd this Morning when I look'd 
into my Glaſs; truly I had put on a Reſolution 


not to thew my Face this Day; and nothing leſs 


than the Pleaſure of ſeeing this good Company 
could have tempted me to come abroad. We 
ſhould have been at an infinite-Loſs, replied the 
Petit-IMaitre, who had taken her to Pieces but a 
little before, for none, Madam, is ſo capable of 
diffuſing an univerſal Gaiety in an Aſſembly as 
your Ladyſhip; and, I proteſt, upon my Honour, 
that I prefer one of the little Stories which you 


are pleaſed ſometimes to tell us to the beſt of Be- 


cace, or Foutaine's Tales. | 

WHAT I heard aſtoniſh'd me! ſuch Diffimu- 
lation could not proceed but from Treachery of 
the deepeſt Dye; I could by no Means approve 


of ridiculing a Perſon with whom they entertain'd 


2 daily Correſpondence, and to whom they gave 
the Title of Friend; but the prepoſterous Praiſes 
laviſhed on the ſame Perſon, put me out of all 
55 8 Patience, 
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Patience, ſince it plainly appeared they were In- 
juries ſo much the more outrageous, in that they 
were ironically ſpoke, and underſtood to be ſo 
by every one preſent, except the unfortunate Lady 
who was the Subject. 

I COULD not hinder myſelf, the Moment I. 
was got out of this Aſſembly, from expreſſing the 
Surprize 1 was under: If all the People whom 
you frequent, ſaid I to the Chevalier, have fo large 
a Share of Diſſimulation, I pity you: How can 
you credit what you hear? What Aſſurance can you 
have but the Company we have left are this very 


Minute tearing you to Pieces, as they did that 


Counteſs? They ſwore Friendſhip to her, as they 
do to you; but on Hearts, where ſo much De- 
ceit and Falſhood are harbour'd, Who can depend? 
% know, anſwered the Chevalier, what I have 
&« to truſt to, and the World too well to be bub- 
« bled by vain Proteſtations and Praiſes, meer 
« Words of courſe, and without Foundation : I 
e conform myſelf to Cuſtom and Mode; I often 
„ praiſe what I think ridiculous, and reckon it 
„ my Privilege to make ſuch Extravagancies the 
« Subject of Diverſion and Derifion when Occa- 
„ fjon offers.” But pray let me ask you to what 
Purpoſe this Diſguiſe? why perpetually contradict 
the Sentiments of your Heart, and ſpeak what 
you don't think ? Sure, Sincerity muſt be a Vir- 
tue unknown to you; or, at leaſt, of ſo ſmall 
Account, that, upon Occaſion, you think it's no 
Crime to lay it aſide. Such is our Manner of 
« Living in this Country, ſaid he; Diſſimulation 


« is the ſtrongeſt Band of Society: As every Man's 


Experience teaches him that it's not in our Power 
« to love ſincerely all thoſe whom we frequent, 
„% Truth gives way to Artifice, cordial Love to 
<« Politeneſs, and Neceflity makes this Subſtitu- 
tion neceſſary.“ 


BEHOLD, 
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BEHOL p, my dear Tſaac, one of the principal 
Cauſes of that Politeneſs ſo much boaſted of a- 
mong the French ; this Qualification on which 
they value themſelves ſo highly, is intirely owing 
to Want of Candour and Sincerity ; their Com- 
pliments, courteous Reception, and fawning Con- 
verſation, are Conſequences. of their Diſſimulation; 
and a Philoſopher ought to look upon their Praiſes 
as a Poiſon infuſed into a palatable Liquor. 
Io pleaſe ſuperficially all whom they meet, is a 
Man's principal Buſineſs in this Country; he makes 
a handſome Bow to one, ſays ſome pretty Thing 
to another, and gets a third in his Arms, with 
whom he has but a ſlender Acquaintance : One 
would think that every Frenchman was a Titus, 
who counted the Day loſt on which he had not 
made ſome one or other happy; but put we them 
to the Touch-Stone, by diving into their Cha- 
racters, the Vizard drops, the Mine ſprings, and 
all the Counterfeit appears: Such a Man is no 
Rarity here, who, tho' he has been a conſtant 
Panegyriſte of another for ten Years, yet, to gra- 
tify a ſatyrical Humour, jumps at an Opportunity 
ot ſtriking at his Reputation: The French Genius 
has a Turn to Slander; it's the Biaſs of the Na- 
tion; ſome will ſacrifice a Friend, rather than 
loſe a Jeſt; and there's few Friendſhips in this 
Country Proof againſt a Flaſh of Wit; ſo ſee we 
very rarely Perſons to whom we can impart our 
Troubles, or truſt with our Secrets; and, if true 
Friends are rare every where, they are mach more 
Win fravce. i | | | 
 Tnis critical and back-biting Spirit of the 
French Nation, throws a terrible Conſtraint over 
all their Actions; they know that all their Mo- 
tions are ſtrictly examined by thoſe ſevere Con- 
trollers and Criticks, ſo that in all publick Places 
their Geſtures, Manner of Walking, Laughing, 
FE | Speech, 
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Speech, and, more than all, their Dreſs muſt be ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Rules of Mode and Faſhion, 
or they're lampoon'd and pointed at: Dreſs in- 
deed is the peculiar Province of the Fair Sex; no 
General, in a Council of War, deliberates with 
more Attention on the Succeſs of a Battle, than 
a coquetiſh Lady, ſurrounded by her Attire-Wo- 
men, on the Gracefulneſs of her Robe and Head- 
dreſs; the Succeſs of a Patch, placed at a Corner 
of the Eye, to make it more lively, or near the. 
Lip, to give it a brisker Red, is a Matter of higheſt 
Concern; and twenty Lock ing-Glaſſes are con- 
ſulted, before a Reſolution is finally fixed upon: 


All theſe Set- offs have Names, which expreſs their 


(Qualities and Uſes; the Eye-Patch, for Example, 


is titled the A/ aſin. | 


A WOMAN would not think it half ſo great 


a Hardſhip to be confined a cloſe Priſoner at Home 


for ten Years, as to appear in the Tzilleries out of 
Dreſs (the Garden of the Royal Palace is thus 
called; and, being a molt charming Place, is 
much trequented in the fine Seaſons) here all the 
Petits-Maitres and Beaus rendezvous, examine, 
and criticiſe all who come to the publick Walks : 
I can't conceive what the Preſident *****"s Lady 
means, ſays one, but truely ſhe ought not to have 
brought the Abbot ***** along with her to the 
Tuilleries, let her have him all Day long at Home, 
or at any private Place ſhe pleaſes, I conſent, but 
to lead him in Triumph to theſe Walks, tis down- 
right affronting the Publick. And why ſhould ſhe 
not doit? anſwered another, there's the Marchio- 


neſs and the Chevalier together; it's not eight Days 
ſince ſhe was ſeparated from her Husband, but ſhe 


laughs at Tittle-tattle, and minds her Buſineſs. 
SLANDER is the ſole Occupation of the greateſt 
Part of thoſe who come to this Garden ; but there's 
another 
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another *, frequented by Perſons of a different Cha- 
racter, News-mongers, who intereſs themſelves 
in the Affairs of all the European Princes: One 
aſſures that he knows, from a good Hand, Tha- 
mas; Kouli-Kan will enter into no Negociation 
with the Porte; another proteſts that he makes no 


doubt but he will; a third diſcourſes upon the Pre- 


liminaries of Peace betwixt the Emperor and France, 
and offers to lay a Wager of a hundred Piſtols that 
the War will be renewed next Spring ; an 01d Offi- 
cer pretends that France, not being in a Condition 


to carry on the War, will be forced to make 


Peace, and adduces as a Proof the Difference in 
the Bravery of the Iroops now-a-days, compared 
to what they were in his Time; and maintains 
that whoever has not ſeen Tarenne, can have no 


Courage; the Siege of Philipsburgb, a little paul- 


try Town, draws heavy Sighs from him; and the 
Invalids are the only Corps, in his Opinion, that 
the King can depend upon. bs 
THeRE'SAthird Garden }, leſs frequented now, 
than in the late Regent's I'ime; here Czp:d and 
the Graces had fixed their Abode, and few Days 


paſſed without ſome Adventure prejudicial to the 


Honour of Husbands; that War ceaſed not be- 
twizt the God of Love and Hymen, the follow- 


ing merry Story is a Proof: Several private Gen- 
tlemen have back Entries from their Houſes into 


this Garden: A certain Lover had concealed him- 
ſelf in a retir'd Thicket, where he expected his 
Miſtreſs, who had made an Appointment to meet 
him there, and was as good as her Word; for 
after Supper ſhe told her Husband that ſhe inclined, 
for the es of the cool Air, to take a few 


Turns in the Garden ; he conſented the more readi- 


ly, becauſe he had an Affair of the ſame Nature 
upon his Hands in the ſame Place: A little after 
| his 


* Luxembourg, Duke of 0rlcan's Garden, 
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his Wife was gone, he went to meet with his Dol- 
cinta, and, by a Contrivance of the malicious lit- 
tle God, the Place he choſe to quench his Flame 
was very near to where his Wite was laviſhing 
her Favours; he could hear ſome thing that paſs'd 
on her vide, and ſhe percciv'd that her Neighbours, 
whoever they were, loſt no time in frivolous Dit- 
courſe. Two or three Perſons, who were walk- 
ing in the Garden, came, as ill Luck would have 
it, to the very Spot where this double Scene was 
acting, and forced the two Couple to change Places. 
Judge of their Surprize, when the Lovers perceiv'd 
that "he Caſe was Pit for Tat, each Man's Wife 
being the other Man's Miſtreſs. On their firit 
Surprize and Concern, they could not contain 
themſelves ſo well, but that ſome People, who 
liſtened without being ſeen, penetrated into the 
Adventure, and made it publick the very next Day. 
The unfortunate Husbands thought it was the wiſeſt 
Courſe to diſſemble their Reſentment, and to make 
themſelves eaſy upon the Footing of Retaliation. 
THERE's a Report here that Oſman Baſhaw * 
is dead; let me know. the Truth of this, and the 
Particularities of this extraordinary Man. Adieu. 
Pl, 


* Formerly Count . 
2 e e e e e eee eee 
LETTER XIII. 


AARON MoNCECA to ISAac ONIS. 


QUT, time ago I went to viſit the publick 
Libraries, of which there are ſeveral at Paris, 
and Manuſcripts in them that deſerve the Curio- 
ſity of the Learned: On certain Days of the Week 
they are open, and whoever pleaſes may go 28 
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have the Uſe, for ſome Hours, of what Books he 
thinks fit; the Library-keepers are preſent, who 
ſnew the Paſlages that People may have Occaſion 
to look into, and take Care that none of the Books 
be carried away. Nothing can be more commo- 
dious for the Studious, than to have the Uſe of 
ſo many Books, which, for ſeveral Ages, have 
coſt ſo much Pains and Expence to collect. 

IN theſe Libraries you find all Sorts of Books, 


even thoſe which the Næxarenes look upon as pro- 


hibited; this renders the Collection more com- 
plete and uſeful; for many famous Works, and 
worthy to be tranſmitted down to lateſt Poſterity, 
are forbid among it them: If a Book treats of Phi- 
loſophy, it's examined by the Monks, and if any 
Thing of the Syſtem contain'd in it diſpleaſes 
them, it's directly condemned, and the Copies 
ſuppreſſed: If it treats of Politicks, it muſt ſtill 
be more reſerved, becauſe that regards the Mini- 
{try ; and even Hiſtory it ſelf muſt not be writ 
with that Liberty which it would require: It's 
dangerous for the Living not to eſpouſe the Party 
of the Deceas'd; and an Hiſtorian is obliged to 
palliate many Tranſactions in precedent Reigns, 
upon Account of the Intereſt which powerful Fa- 
milies, as well as Societies, numerous and in Au- 
thority, may have in them. 


Ax Hiſtorian who would faithfully relate what 


has happen'd ſince Henry III. to this Day, would 
be obliged to chooſe betwixt the Pleaſure of tel- 
ling Truth, and the Grief of being baniſhed his 
native Country; he muſt fly to foreign Countries 
for an Aſyle againſt the Perſecution which he 
would draw upon himſelf: Certain Monks * would 
by no means pardon a faithful Account of Heur 

III's Murder jF; others + would employ their 


* Dominicans, or White Friars. ft This enormous Crime 
was comitted by James Cement, Dominican Friar, t The 
Jeſuits, * Crednt 


OY 


„ TE UTI .  # 


. — * E 9 E 2 — " > > car oe * 
2 1 2 7= No 7 Ak 1 q - _ 
3 * v a oe” . | : "ud N : 


Y SE T% a r 2 N POP . v > * * 

> 1 8 NS Op 4 8 
JJ ĩ dE OY EN GS; 
3 CC 


Jewisu LETTERS. $5: 


Credit to revenge an exact Deſcription of Father 


Guignard's Crime; and all of them wou'd join 
their Forces together, were they accuſed of being 
indirectly the Authors of Henry IV's Aſlaſſination, 
by their ſeditious Sermons, their defamatory Li- 


bels, and villanous Declamations while the League 


ſubſiſted. | 
THE Authors who relate theſe Facts cannot 
altogether dilguiſe them; but then they endeavour 
to ſoften them, as their Intereſt directs, or as 
Coyſtraint obliges. 

SOME Time ago a Monk f, who had writ ſe- 
veral Hiſtories, and lay under the Imputation of 
having falſified many Facts, took it in his Head, 


in order to retrieve his Reputation, to write, ac- 


cording to the ſtricteſt I ruth, the Diſputes of ſome 
ſovereign Pontives x; the Moment his Book ap- 
peared it was condemned at Rome: The Nazarene 
Pontife was extremely concerned that any ſhould 
have dared to diſturb his Predeceflors Manes ; and 
thought that their Diſorders were a Myſtery, into, 
which no private Man was to penetrate. By his 


Order the Monk was thrown out of his Convent, 
and not only puniſhed for writing I'ruth, but alſo 


loſt the Favours and Recompences which his. for- 
mer Lies had procured. 

THe Prohibition of Books 1s the worſt Way 
that can be thought of to ſuppreſs them; the Mo- 
ment a Book is forbid, every body wants to buy 
it; the Bookſellers raiſe the Price, and it ſells at 
a dearer Rate than before: Some have come to a 


tenth Edition; of which, without the Prohibition 


of Magiltrates and Pontives, ſcarce two hundred 


_ Copies, of a firſt Impreſſion, could have been fold, 
I 


What 


* A Jeſuit concerned in the Murder of Henry IV. ai m- 
bourg, Jeſuit, t The Weſtern Schiſm. $ The Pope had wrote 
a congratulatory Letter to Maimbourg, on his Hiſtory of the 
Greek Schifm, | | 
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What till adds to the Credit of theſe prohibited 
Books, is their Curioſity and Ulefulncſs, and that 
they're fit for People of Knowledge and Learning; 
whereas thoſe that are allowed, and publickly ſold, 
are little better than Romances and Novels, pro- 
per for filly Women, and certain Abbots; a Man 
of Genius chooſing rather to be filent, than to 
write againſt his Sentiments. 


I Have already mentioned ſome of the Learned 


in this Country, and I now know ſeveral others; 
one * of them has juſt now publiſh'd a political 
Work, and tho? he has a great Deal of Fire, Wit, 


and good Senſe, yet he has given into falſe Ideas, 


partly by Conſtraint, and partly by Partiality and 
Prejudice; the Hopes of Recompence have in- 
duced him to ſupport, by new Writings, the Ab- 
ſurdities of the former : By his Syſtem he makes 


the People not only Slaves, but alſo takes from 


them the Conſolation of laying their Grievances 
before the Throne, or even the ſmall Comfort of 
revealing them to. thoſe who are capable to get 


them redreſſed; but, in all Subjects where he could 


write freely, good Senſe appears in every Stroke ; 


and, Flattery aſide, his Book is a complete Work. 


THERE'S another Author 4, whoſe Stile is 
lively and urgent, a brilliant Genius, but not pro- 
found; his Performances are agreeable Nothings, 


it we may call Nothings what pleaſes without in- 


ſtructing. 

A RELIGIOUS + has given us, ſome Years 
ago, a Hiſtory of France, written with Exactneſs, 
aud even Sincerity, to the Reign of Francis I. 
about that Time his Sincerity began to be eclipſed, 


and in the ſucceeding Reigns intirely diſappeared. 


ANQTHER Author has been under no Con- 

ſtraint in a Hiſtory which he has given us of ſeve- 

| Tal 

* The Abbot St. Pierre ſeems to diſapprove of the Parlia- 

men:'s having a Right to remonſtiate, | Fontaine, t Father 
Daniel, Jetuit. $ Mr, Rollin. | S_ 
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ral ancient People; this Work may be call'd a 
Malter-picce, being writ with the greateſt Exact— 
neſs, and ſo much the more Sincerity and Free- 


dom, that there were no Jeſuits among the Medes, 


and that the Court has no Concern in the Affairs 
that happened under Philip of Macedonia, or Alex- 
ander his Son. 

A young Man“ has writ Comedies and No- 
vels moving enough, but his Stile is bombaſtick 
and ſtarched, a certain preciſe Air, deviating from 
Nature, is diffuſed through his Wriffags ſo that 
when one reads his Performances, it would ſeem 
that the Author invents, and that the Fop writes. 

THE Son f of a famous Poet compoſed, ſome 
time ago, a Satyr intitled L'ecumbir +, on the Diſ- 
orders and Troubles occaſioned by the Diſputes 
betwixt the Jauſeniſts and Moliniſts, more malici- 
Ons than witty; he ſoon felt the Effects of the 
Enemies which he had drawn upon himſelf, and 
it was with no ſmall Pains that he got himſelf 
ſcreen'd from their Revenge. 
Tk French have naturally a lively and pene- 
trating Genius; and were they at Liberty to let it 
take its Flight, no People would puſh their Re- 
flections ſo far as they: The Pretenſions of the 
Engliſh to a Superiority of Juſtneſs in Reaſoning 
are vain, they have only the Advantage that their 
Imagination is unconfin'd, and may act at Free- 
dom, without being under a Neceſſity of reducing 
it to Principles, conſtant Enemies to I'ruth. How 
is it poſſible to examine a Matter to the Bottom, 
if we're ſtopp'd every now and then, and muſt 


find Means to reconcile Reaſon to Chimeras, and 


Truth to Falſhood ? | 
W ought to look upon't as a Thing very ſur- 
prifing, that, in this Country, there-ſhould be ſo 
many People of a vaſt and elevated Genius, mm 
e e al 


MI. Marivaus, * Crebillion, the Son, f The Skimmer, 
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all that's poſſible is done to confine them within 
a certain Sphere, that they may not ſoar too high: 
The Method of educating Youth tends rather to 
All their Heads with chimerical and confuſed Ideas, 
than to inſtruct them in the exact and juſt Way 
of Reaſoning : The Monks, who have the Charge 


| of their Education, and wo inſtil their own Prin- 1 
0 ciples into them, take Care to put them on a ta 
1 wrong Method of Studying. A Youth at his 1 y, 
ik ninth or tenth Year is put to College, and by the 1 BE 


ſtitt and dry Manner of teaching the Sciences, he 


In the Year 1589, the Sorbonne had the Inſolence to ia 
out a bloody Decree againſt Henry III. it was none of her 
Fault, but that the Crown paſs'd to the Houſe of Gaiſe, or 
became the Booty of Spaniards, whom the Rebellion, cover'd 
with the oke of Religion, drew into the Heart of France. 


— — Cepiu, olim 
Relrnia peperit ſeeleroſa atque impia acta. 


Luctet, de rerum Nat. Libr, 1. Verſ. 14. 


0 a) 
1 abhors them; and conceives a Diſguſt at good 1 2 
fl Authors, by the Methods taken to explain their | . 
iN T houghts : T hey ſpeak of Gaſſend:, Des Cartes, and EE , 
1 Newton, as Men fo, ſo: There's ſcarce a Regent 5 p 
ot Philoſophy, who does not think himſelf ſupe- | v 
rior to any of thoſe great Men, and who does | . 

not put a greater Value on his Sheets, than on | \, 

the Works of Mallebranche. There's a Society | { 

_ of Monks * who teach the Belles-Lettres with |Þþ 0 
tollerable Succeſs, but are ſuch Enemies to good | ti 
Philoſophy, that they are become its Perſecutors. + 

Txt molt famous of theſe Colleges is that 8 

which is called Sorbaune; it's the moſt ancient, 1 x 

and has ſeveral others under its Direction: Im | {+ 

Ages paſt its Reputation was conſiderable, but | |, 

for more than a hundred Years the firft Luſtre has | « 

been declining; the Deciſions , in the Time of | _ 

the League, the favouring Crimes and Murder, 
Rebellion and Impiety, committed under the Cloke 10 

of i < 

'* The Jeſuits, , ö < 
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of Religion, brought Contempt upon it: In the 
Sequel it made ſome Attempts to recover its an- 
cient Glory, but could not ſucceed; the Majority 
of the Members carried it againſt a few, who were 
for ſupporting their own and the Church's Privi- 


Io | 
HOU may judge, by this time, how difficult 
it is for a Frenchman to elevate himſelf to a cer- 


tain Height in Learning; far from being aſſiſted 


by the Studies of his Youth, they are rather a 
Hindrance to his Advancement; and contribute to 
avert him from I ruth. Scholaſtick Philoſophy is 
a Poiſon that infects the Mind, and renders it in- 
capable of that Juſtneſs which is requiſite in Rea- 
ſoning, and which is not to be acquired but by 
profound Meditation. There are, however, ſe- 
veral French, who, without any Help, raiſe them- 
ſelves to an eminent Degree; they muſt have ſo 
much the more of Genius and Imagination, in 
that, beſides Ignorance, they have the Prejudices 
of Infancy and Education, inſpired into them by 


their firſt Maſters, to ſurmount. Were I to tell _ 


thee ſome of their Philoſophical Theſes, on which 


« 


Scholars are exerciſed in this Country, thou could'ſt 


not hinder thyſelf from laughing: Here's one of 
the moſt remarkable, taught in a School of cer- 
tain Monks, called, Thomiſtes: “ God may have 
„ created the World, and yet the World eternal. 
—— Here's the Proof — . There's no Time in 
« God; in him the Effect (till follows the Will. 
&« Let us ſuppoſe that God willed that the World 
“ ſhould have been for ever, the World then might 
© have been ſo.” A Child conceives that a Thing 
cannot paſs from Non-entity to Exiſtence, or from 


Nothing to Something, without having had a Be- 


ginning ; conſequently if the World has been made, 
a Time has been when it was not, and ergo it is 
not eternal. It is in ſuch Subtilties and cnimert- 
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cal Reaſonings that Vouth paſs the Time of theit 
Studies; and, after ſeveral Years Application, 


they're no wiſer than they were at firſt. 
IN my firſt Letter, my dear Iſaac, I ſhall make 


Amends for the Seriouſneſs of this: I endeavour 


_ alternately to divert and inſtruct thee: I fancy that 
in thee I have all the different Taſtes to pleaſe, 


and therefore I write on all the different Subjects 


that preſent themſelves to my — 
Paris, XKR 
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AARON MoNCECA 20 ISAAC ON Is. 
| RETURNED, ſome Days ago, to viſit the 

Libraries mentioned in my laſt Letter, and ran 
over the Works of the ancient Doctors, whom 
the Nazarenes call Fathers; in which I found 
many excellent Things, and worthy of a Philo- 
Topher's Attention; but was ſurprized to ſee, from 
ſome Paſſages, how far Heat and Animoſity had 
earried Perſons whom they look'd upon to be 
Patterns of Moderation; and from thence I con- 
zectur'd that the Books of ſome Pagan Authors 
(uch as Cicero's Offices, and the Precepts of Epi- 
ctetus) contained more refined Morals, and more 
contormable to the Law of Nature. In all Ages 
the Nazarene Doctors have diminiſhed the Value 


of their Works, by too much Keennefs in aſperſing 


dverſaries, and expoſing them to publick Hatred: 


his Paſſion, ſo contrary to Modeſty, and Great- 


Vels of Soul, has hurry'd them to the utmoſt Ex- 


tremities: and the Moment they found themſelves 


protected by Princes, or by the People, they preached 


againſt 
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apainſt Toleration, without Reſpe& of Perſons, 


beſpattering 'crown'd Heads, as well as private 
Men. 3 

IHE French, now, exclaim againſt the un- 
bounded Licence of the Preachers in the Days of 
Henry III. and IV. and openly condemn them as 
ſeditious ; eſteeming that Opinion, which autho— 
rizes the Subjects to rebel again(t their Prince, or 
to ſnake off the Reſpect due to him, becauſe he's 
of a different Religion, to be directly contrary to 
the Welfare of the State, and to the Character of 
the Man of Honour; not reflecting that what 
happen'd in the Time of the League, had been 
practiſed a little after Conſtantines Death; that's 
to ſay, how ſoon the Clergy had acquired the 
Credit that was neceflary to raiſe Diviſions and 
Troubles: Boxcher's ſeditious Sermons againſt 
Henry IV. are not more contrary to the Reſpect 
due to the Perſon of the Sovereign, than the out- 
rageous Invectives of Gregory Naxianzen againſt 
the Emperor Julien. Ihe Nagarene Doctor thought 
he had a Right to write againſt this Prince in the 
moſt harſh Terms, becauſe, after his Promotion 
'to the Imperial Crown, he had detaced, by pro- 


_ phane Sacrifices, and ſtain'd, by abominable My- 


ſteries, the Purity of his Baptiſm, and Initiation 
into the holy Myſteries *; or, which amounts to 
the ſame, as Julien had forſaken Nazariſme, it 
was his Duty to affront and abuſe him. The ſe- 
ditious Boucher made uſe of the ſame Pretext to 
exclaim againſt Henry IV. whom he accuſed of 
Anti-Popery, or Proteſtancy. I can't conceive, 


my dear Iſaac, why a Thing that was eſteem'd to 
be laudable and juſt fourteen hundred Years ago, 


ſhould be now thought criminal: It mult either 
. . e 
Nan uiv wr 73 AuTPOY; amopoumrTeru TH xa) 
ud e , , TH, AN T7 wwaw, dymnMtis. Gre- 
gorii Nazianzeni Invectiva I. in Julianum, pag. 58. 
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be allowed that Boucher was in the Right to ns 


veigh againſt Heury IV. (a Thing terrible to main- 
tain) or that Gregory was in the Wrong to caſt a 
Blemiſh upon the Memory of the Emperor Julien, 
a Prince gentle, ſober, chaſte, learned, liberal, in- 
trepid, and poſleſſing, in an eminent Degree, all 
the moral Vertues. | 

Many Nazarexes are quite off that Homage 
and Adoration formerly paid by the Generality of 
Men to all the ancient Doctors: In the latter 


Times ſeveral of the Learned have ſhaken off the 


Yoke of Prejudice, and openly condemned every 
Thing in the Writings of theſe Fathers that was 
contrary to Equity and Integrity; and it is ſur— 
prizing how they were ſo long blind-tolded, as not 
to perceive the Reſemblance betwixt the Conduct 
of the ancient Doctors and the Moderns, againſt 
whom they have writ ſo ſharply. | 
IN tracing back Nazariſme to it's Source, I find 
a perfect Reſemblance betwixt the ancient and 


modern Clergy, with. Reſpe& to Manners, Cu- 


ſtoms, Maxims, and Opinions. Euſebius paints 
out, in the Perſon of Paul of Samos, the Pride of 


Italian, French, German, and Engl;jh Prelates, Qc. 
Not to mention, ſays this Author, the Pride 
and Arrogance which ſecular Dignities gave 


„ him, he preferred the Ducal Title to that of 
« Biſhop, walk'd pompouſly in publick Places, 
« reading and dictating Letters, ſurrounded with 
his Guards, and his Pride and Vain-glory had 
% made the Chriſtian Religion odious to the Gez- 
« files . | 

| Corp 
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CoUuLD there have been, my dear Iſaac, a more 
exact Picture drawn of a Cardinal ſtrutting along 


in Fioco, in the Streets of Rome? And, to make 


it paſs for an Extra out of the Books of ſome 
modern Hiftorian, there's no more to be done 
but to change the three laſt Words, and reading 
—— by his Pride and Vain-glory he made the Ro» 
miſh Religion odious to the Jeu, in place of the 
Chriſtian Religion odious to the Gexzrles. 

Ip the ancient Nazarene Doctors and Prelates 


had the Pride of the Moderns, they had alſo the 


ſame Spirit of Dominion; they were equally in- 
duſtrious to draw the Sovereigns over to their In- 
terelt, and to perſuade them that Religion required 
Perfecution againſt thoſe who were not orthodox; 
« It was on this Footing that they perſuaded the 
« Emperor Juſtinian he was not guilty of Mur- 
&« der, in condemning thoſe to die who profeſſed 
« a different Religion from his own *.“ 
'THERE's no Pickculty of diſcovering amony 

the ancient Nazarene Pontives a Proneneſs o 


puſhing Things to Extremes, of animating the 


People, and exciting Seditions, when neceſſary to 


increaſe. their Power. Cyril, of Alexandria, was 
a true Cardinal Rezs, and acted in Egypt what this 


did in France; all the Nazarene Authors, of what- 
ſoever Sed, agree in this; “ St. Cyril, ſays Bar- 


« beirac +, according to the Abbot D# Pin's Opi- 


„nion 
AY Thy dA ds Y Thy nig oflordia Se x, wotio- 
Jas du 78y dgi0 por” ws x THY TIS 1 Yoviio Jai th Hel- 
dat d, Toy Gynov avs &%; Thy vTNPavidy THS Kag* 


lag. Euſeb, Hiſt, Eccleſiaſt, Lib. Cap. xxx, pag. 280. 
| Edit, Valeſ. N 


* *Ouyas 59 £Noxu1 pbpos «Jew my tive, hy ys wh 


Ns au Jöns e Te e unt deres. Proco- 
pius, in Ayexcbo mis, pag. 60. * | 
t Preface on the Laws of Nature and Nations, Page 46. 
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94 Jewisn LETTERS. 
* nion, was a Man ambitious and hot, who, ſtu- 
$6 dying nothing ſo much as to augment his Au- 
*: thority, no ſooner ſaw himſelf elevated to the 
„ Epiſcopal Dignity, but, by his own proper Au- 
* thority, he drove away the Novatiaus, and plun- 
* der'd their Biſhop : He attack'd the Fews in their 
“% Synagogues, and, at the Head of his People, 


% drove them out of Alexandria, permitting: the 


* Chriſtians to plunder their Effects, relying, no 
* Doubt, on that holy Maxim of the Biſhop of 
* Hyponna, that every I'hing belongs to the Faith- 
* ful, and that the Wicked can poſſeſs nothing 
_ & juſtly. Befides all this, he quarrel1'd with Ore- 
% ſtes, Governor of Alexandria, on whoſe Au— 


% thority he made daily Incroachments. One Day 


% about five hundred Monks, out of Zeal to their 
„ Biſhop, ſurrounded the Governor, wounded 
* him with a Stone thrown, and would have kil- 
„ led him, had not his Guards and the People 
% flopped their Fury. This coſt the Life of a 
„ Monk who was taken, and died on the Wheel, 
% but made a Saint by St. Cyril. A poor Female 
% Philoſopher, named Hipacia, was cruelly ſacri- 
„ ficed, by ſome of the Biſhop's Farty, to the 
„% Manes of their Martyrs, becauſe ſhe was ac- 
„ cuſed of irritating the Governor againſt the 
„ Prelate.” 3 75 „ 
- Is not this, my dear 1ſaac, the exact Equiva- 
Jent of the Troubles occafioned by the Frondeurs *? 
It's true, the Cardinal Rets was not eſcorted by 
five hundred Monks when he went to the Parlia- 
ment; but he employ'd a great many in different 
Things not leſs uſeful to his Deſigns. Methinks 
I ſee, in the Perſon of the Egyptian Governor, the 


Cardinal Mazarin obliged to leave Paris; and, in 


that of Cyril, I find the Audaciouſneſs, Haughti- 


0 ee 1 THORP 
* Sticklers againſt the Government. 


neſs, Ambition, and turbulent Spirit, of the Pa- 
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riſien Pontife; and I don't imagine that two Cha- 
racters more reſembling can be found, than thoſe 


of theſe two Nazarene Prelates; yet, by an aſtoniſh- 


ing Caprice, which the human Mind is only capa- 
ble of, the one is conſider'd as a Saint, and whoſe 
Writings are to ſerve as a Standard to Nazarene 
Morals; and the other as a ſeditious Impoſter, and 
a Man unworthy of the Rank which he poſlefled, 
The Reaſon probably of ſuch a heteroclite, irregular 
Way of thinking, 1s, becauſe the one lived thirteen 
hundred Years ago, and the other, for his Misfor- 
tune, was born in latter Days: Had he been Patri- 
arch of Alexandria, he might, with Impunity, have 
attacked the Governor, at the Head of an Army of 
Monks, revolted the People, and ſtirred them up 
to tear a Woman to Pieces, whole Sex, and ſu— 
perior Genius, could not preſerve her from mo- 
nachal Fury, without throwing a Blemiſh upon 
his Memory, by Actions ſo contrary to his Cha- 
racer; ----:. 55 EE 

It's happy for ſome that they come to the 
World in certain critical Times; they reap the 
fame Advantage from Superſtition and Ignorance, 
as Conquerors, from Circumitances and Chance: 
If Alexander had lived in the Days of Ceſar and 
Pompey, he had been a petty King of Macedonia, 
who would have thought himſelf happy to have 


Terved under one of theſe Romans; he would have 


acted on the Stage of the World no brighter Part 
than Dejotarns, Ptolomy, and many other Sove- 
reigns. Had the Cyr:ls, Naz:anzen Gregorys, the 
Auſtins, and ſeveral others, writ under Henry III. 
and IV. they would have been look'd upon as ſe- 
ditious, or as Perſons who. had ſometimes preach'd 
a Morality intirely oppoſite to natural Equity: In 
eff ect, is there any thing ſo directly contrary to 


Humanity, as the Sentiment which Auſtin main- 


tains? „ That, according to the divine Law, all 


belongs 


96 Jewisn LETTERS, 
« belongs to the juſt and true Believers; and that 
« Hereticks can poſſeſs nothing Jawtully.” A 
Modern * has given a ſevere Reprimand to this 
Loctor, upon Account of his Opinion, ſo contra- 
ry to the publick Tranquility: “ This abomina- 
ble Principle, ſays he, ruins, to all Intents and 
„ Purpoſes, human Society.” 
AN Opinion attended with Conſequences per- 
nicious to the whole World, can't be condemn'd 
with too much Heat and Paſſion. The greateſt 


Mistortunes, with which States have been afflict- 
ed, have commonly ſprung from this Source, that 


it was lawful to rob and plunder Infidels, and to 
force them to change their Religion. Upon what 


Other Maxim than this is founded the horrible 
Maſlacre of St. Bartholemew? How much have 


People of Probity exclaimed againit the Divines, 
who, by their ſeditious Diſcourſes, had animated 
the People? and with what Deteſtation have they 
not expreſſed themſelves againſt the Libels, Ser- 


mons, and what dropp'd from the Pens of the 


Leaguers f? Yet all thele Performances contain'd 
no other Principle but what St. Auſtin has ſo ſtre- 


nuouſly maintained; ſo that the modern Preachers 
faid, or rather did no more than paraphraſe or 


comment upon the Diſcourſes of the ancient 


Doctors: They pretend that Henry IV. was not 


to be acknowledged as King ; and that all his Par- 
tiſans were to be deſtroyed. On what was their 
Opinions founded? On the Authority of the Fa- 
thers, and particularly St. Auſtin, who is politive 
that it's our Duty to extirpate Hereticks, to puniſh 


them by Death, and to ſeize on their Goods. 


Let me, fora Fancy, put myſelf into the Preacher 
Boucher's Place; when my Audience is convinced 


of 


* Barlarac, Preface on the Laws of Nature and Nations, 
pag. 36. ft Thoſe who were Leaguets in the Reigns of 
Hen, III. and LV, i | 
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of the Goodneſs of St. Auſtin's Morality, I can 
eaſily, prove, that to diſtinguiſh themſelves by a lau- 
dabte Action, they. ought to aſſaſſinate Heury IV 
and to exterminate all thoſe who are of his Party, 
and here's my Argument, unanſwerable : “ St. Au- 
« fins Books contain nothing but uſeful Precepts, 
« which ought to be look'd upon as eſſential to 
« Religion. One of thoſe Precepts expreſly or- 
« dains to puniſh Hereticks by Death, and to ſeize 
upon all their Effects. Henry IV. was a Here- 
« tick excommunicated by the Pope, and thole 
« who are attached to him as guilty as himſelf, 
« therefore he and all his Partiſans are to be ex- 
« terminated: Whoſoever maintains a contrary 
“% Opinion, is in an Error, anda Rebel to the Au- 
« thority of the Fathers.“ 

| WHEN one reflects, my dear Iſaac, on this Ob- 
jection againſt the blind Credulity that many Na- 


Zarenes give to the Writings of their ancient Doc- 


tors, without diſtinguiſhing the Good from the Bad 


that's in them, he muſt be ſurpriſed at the Force 


of Prejudice. If the blind Admirers of the Fathers 
mould only ſay, that they find excellent Things in 


their Works, none would deny it; but to receive, 


as certain and evident Principles, the Errors which 


are diſcovered in them; and that, becauſe Auſtin, 


Gregory Nazi anzen, Chryſo/tom, and others, have 
advanced an Opinion contrary to the Law of Na- 
tions, and the Light of Nature, Maukind, in ſpite 
of good Senſe and Conviction, ſhall be forced for 
ſeveral Ages to give a blind Obedience: ' Lis truly 


no more nor leis than to require that Men ſhould 


look upon ſome other Men as Gods, who have 
had no other Advantage but that of living betore 
us. An Author may give us his Sentiments freely 


on the particular Opinions of Bo//zet, Du Ven, 
Baroaius, and Bellarmine, becauſe they have. not 


been a thouſand Years dead; but when Ages have 
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88 Jewisn LETTERS. 
paſſed over their Writings, the Errors will become 


certain and fixed Truths; the Caſe being thus, 


the Books of Nazarene Doctors reſemble * Brie 
Cheeſe, not good till they are long kept. 

TAKE Care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, live 
content and happy, and be always on thy Guard 
againſt the dangerous Maxims of the Fathers. 

Paris, Wen Brie a Town in France. 


F 
LETTER XV. 


IS AAC Onis ro AARON MONCECA. 


Now anſwer thy Letter, my dear Monceca, 

which treats of the ancient Naxarene Doctors; 
and tho* I can't but approve of thy Objections 
againſt ſome of their erroneous Opinions that 
claſh with the publick Good, yet, methinks, there's 
ſome Partiality in expoſing their Faults, without 
doing Juſtice to their Merit. I grant that moſt of 
them have been often ſadly miſled ; that Paſſion 
has hurry'd them to unreaſonable Lengths, and 
that an extravagant Zeal has blinded their Morals ; 
as Men, they were ſubje& to human Frailties ; 
Hatred, Superſtition, and Prejudice, have decoy'd 


them from Integrity: But what Doctors can plead - 


not guilty? Theologers of nll Religions are but 
ſimple Mortals, and conſequently weak Creatures, 
Selt-deceivers, and the Sport of Paſſions. 
PHILOSOPHERS alone are guarded againſt 
ſuch Exceſſes, as their Minds are directed with 
the Coolneſs of thoſe who would convince by 
Reaſon, not by Violence and Authority; if Warmth 
or Self-Love lead them into Blunders, they ſoon 
acknowledge their Faults, correct their Sallies, 
and return to the right Road, direQed by the Light 
of Nature, which Heaven has beſtowed on Men 
to ſerve them as a Guide, and which Philoſophers 
RISEN | | con- 
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conſult with great Care. It is neceſſary then, my 
dear Monceca, to diſtinguiſh, in the ancient Nata- 
rene Doctors, the Divine from the Philoſopher ; 
when they wrote on controverted Points, they 
did but what our modern Writers practiſe, abuſive 


Language ſupply'd the Want of Argument, and 


Choler paſſed for pious holy Zeal, and to flander 
their Enemies was to glorify God. Thus did the 


Miniſter Furien, in late Days, with Reſpet to 


Arnauld and Bayle; and thus Jerom, formerly, 
treated Rafine. But when the ancient Doctors 
reaſon'd on Philoſophical Matters, without being 
tranſported by Paſſion, they have often equall'd 
the Glory of the greateſt Men. | 

To be convinced of this I'ruth, let us only 
carefully examine Auſtin's Writings, thoſe on Phi- 
loſophy are as excellent and noble, as thoſe on 
Controverſy are ſtuff d with Sophiſins and Prin- 
ciples contrary to found Morals; amonegit which 


may de placed that Maxim of exterminating He- 


reticks, when the Diſputes with the Douatiſts had 


rais'd his Gall. If only ſome of this Nazarene 


Doctor's Writings had been tranſmitted to Poltc- 
tity, I ſhould have look'd upon him as a Man not 
only worthy of Eſteem, but even of Adtniration ; 
your Des Cartes's, Mallebranche*s, and Locke's, are 
beholding to this African; and what they have 
borrowed from him is not the lealt valuable of 
their Works, | | 
PERHAPS thou haſt never rcfieQcd on what 


I tell thee; but it will be no difficult Matter to 


ſhew thee plainly that the modern Metaphyſicians 
have extracted their priacipal Opinions out of the 
Books of this Nazarene Doctor, to whom alone 


may be aſcribed the Reſtoration of Metaphyiicks. 


I SHALL begin this Examination with Malle- 


branche, whoſe Syſtem of Ideas (by which we ſee 


all in God) is drawn out = large by Auſtin ; and 


2 the 


* 
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the modern Philoſopher has almoſt uſed his very 


Expreſſions: “ God, ſays Maliebranche *, is moſt Pp! 
« {trictly united to our Souls by his Preſence ; 2 
e ſo that he may be ſaid to be the Place of Spi- L 
„ rits, as Space is the Place of Bodies: This be- 8 
ing ſuppoſed, it is certain that the Mind can E 


&« dilcern what there is in God, which repreſents 
created Beings, ſince that is mot ſpiritual, moſt 
intelligible, and moſt "cloſely preſent to the 1 _ 
„% Mind; fo that the Mind can ſee, in God, the MÞ © 
„Works of God, ſuppoſing that he vouchlafes 
« to dilcover to it What he has in himſelf that re- 
« preſents them.” Let us now ſee what Auſtin 
fays. + Almighty God, thou balt created all Be- 
« ings, and givelt them Life. Thou art in all 
Places, and filleſt them equally; , the Mind may 
« feel it, but cannot know it: Tho? thou'rt every 
5 where preſent, when it is not to reward Virtue, 
its to puniſh Vice; all exilting, Things exiſt in 
« thee ; thou givelt Life to ſome Things, and ** 
« derſtanding to others f.“ think, my dear 
ceca, that I have Reaſon on my Side when 1 wh 
tain that the Syſtem of the French Philoſopher was 
not unknown to the African: All the reſt of the 
Chapter trom whence this Paſlage is taken, forti- 
fies my Sentiment; and Mallebranche himſelf ſeems 
to acknowledge that this Opinion had been 4550 
* Ceived, and even adopted by afin. 
TAT of the innate Ideas, ſo cheriſh'd by — 
Carteſiaus, is allo found in his Works; and it's 
from them that the modern Meaphplicians hayd 


n pick 
* Search 85 Truth, Book III. Chap. vi. pag. 199. 

1 Qui ſolus vivificas omuia; 3 qui creaſti omnia; qui ubique 
es, & ubique totus; qui ſentiri potes, videti non potes; qui 
nuſquam dees; qui ubi non es per gratiam, ades per vindic- 
tam; qui omia tangis — ; quædam enim tangis, ut ſint & 
vivant, non tamen ut ſentiant & diſcernant, quædam vero 
tangis, ut vivant, & ſentiant, & diſcernant —; & omnia. 
contines ſine ambitu, es præſens fine ſitu & motu. Aug. N 
Hiponenſ. Epiſc. Meditat, Cap. xxix, Numb. 3. & 6. 3 


d yyy ˙ÜvÜ—iͥt ꝛ˙ ä ns TY" eos 


* rr 1 


Jewrsnu LETTExS. 


pick'd out all their Arguments. 1 think, there- 
“ fore I am,” ſays one of Des Cartes's renown'd 
Diſciples*. © Now, we can have no Certainty of 
“ this Propoſition, if we don't diſtinctly conceive 
«© what it is to be, and to think. If it can't then 
„% be deny;d that we have not inwardly the Ideas 
« of Being, and of Thought, I demand by which 
“ of the Senſes they are communicated? Are they 
“% luminous or coloured, and have the Eyes for 
„ their Vehicles? Of a hollow or ſharp Sound, 
* piercing our Ears? Of a fragrant or noiſom 
© Smell, ſnuff'd up into the Noſe? Of a {ſweet 


or ſower Taſte, entering at the Mouth? Cold 


% or hot, hard or ſoft, owing their Admittance 
to touch? If nothing that is ſatisfactory or rea- 
fſonable can be anſwer'd to theſe Queſtions, it 
„% muſt be acknowledged that the Ideas of Being 


« and of Thought do, by no Means, procced ' 


„originally from the Senſes.” Iheſe are the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons againſt the Syſtem, which 
makes the Ideas depend upon the Senſes; and 
they further ſerve to prove that we have an in- 
nate Notion: of the Divinity, which the Soul 
brings along with her. “ For, ſays the ſame Au- 
« thor, whom I have but now quoted, we are 
naturally inclinable to believe that our Judg- 
« ments are falſe, when we ſee clcarly that they 
« are contrary to the Ideas of Things, fo could 
« we make no certain Judgment that God has no 
“% Parts, that he is not corporal, that he is every 


« where, and that he is indiviſible, had we no Idea 
but 


the Senſes.” 


_ ALL theſe Objections are taken, almoſt Word 
for Word, out of Auſtia's Writings, who proves, 
in a ſtrong and perſuaſive Manner, that we muſt 
ſcek to know God in himſelf, and not in exterior 
Things, the Senſes 8 incapable of giving any 
| . 3 

* The Art of Thinking, Fart 1, Chap, i. pag. 22, 
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102 Jewrsn LETT ERS. 
true Idea of the Divinity. © I have long wan- 
« dered as a ſtray'd Sheep, ſays this Nag arene 
Doctor; I ſought thee without, and thou waſt 
« within me; I let all my Senſes to work, but 
«& learned nothing from them; and had'ſt thou not 
« been pleaſed to teach me that thy Reſidence was 
e in my Mind, I ſhould never have known thee, 
& by Means of my Senſes “.“ After laying down 
as a Principle the innate. Idea of the Divinity, he 
proves it by the ſame Reaſons which the Carteſian 
Philoſophers employ to demonſtrate that the No- 
tions of Being and of Thought cannot proceed 
from the Senſes. “ If I ask my Eyes, continues 
„ he, for want of Colour they could not ſee him; 
„my Ears tell me that without Sound they could 
„% not hear him; my Noſe ſnuff'd up no Smell, 
my Mouth felt tio Taſte, and without Matter 
« touch is loſt; in ſhort, all agree that, as their 
„% Knowledge moves only within the Sphere of 
„ Matter, they could give no Idea of thee; and 
« now I know that what Notion I have was en- 
« graven upon my Mind, Ce.“ F 
As I have mads it evident to thee, my dear 
Monceca, that not only the chief Points of the 
Carteſian Metaphyſicks, but alſo the Arguments 


With which they lupport them are taken out of 


Auſtin's 


* Ego erravi ficut Ovis, quæ perierat, quærens te exterius 
qui es interius; & multum laboravi, quærens te extra me, 
& tu habitas in me. Miſi Nuncios meos omnes Senſus ex- 
teriores, ut quæterent te, & non inveni; quia male quzre- 
bam foris, quod erat intus, Video enim, Lux mea Deus, qui 

illuminaſtime, quia male te per illas quxrebam, quia tu es 
Fas: & tamen ipſi ubi intraveils neſcierunt. . r 
88 xxxi, Num. I. | 

Nam Oculi dicunt, fi coloratus non fuit, per nos non in- 
travit. Aures dicunt, fi Sonitum non facit, per nos non tran- 
fivit. Naſus dicit, fi non oluit, per me non venit. Guſtus 
dicit, ſi non ſapuit, nec per me inrrotvit. Tactus etiam ad- 
dit, fi corpule.[.tus non eſt, nihil me de hac re interrogas.— 
Abſit ut iſta crederim Deum meum, quæ etiam a Brutalium 
Senſibus comprehenduntur. Avgu/inns, ibid. Numb. 2, 
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Jzewisn LETTER. 103 
Auſtin's Writings: I will, with the ſame Fa- 
cility and Evidence, ſhew thee that Locke js be- 
holden to this Nazarene Doctor for the Proofs of 
God's Exiſtence, and the Creation of the Uni- 
verſe. It is an evident Demonſtration, ſays this 
« great Engliſh Philoſopher, that from Eternity 
„ there has been ſomething, ſince what was not 


e from Eternity had a Beginning, and what had 


« a Beginning mult be produced by ſomething 


« elſe: Next, it is as evident that what had its 


« Being and Beginning from another, mult allo 
« have all that which is in, and belongs to its 
« Being from another too; all the Power it has 


„ muſt be owing to and received from the fame 


« Scource: This eternal Scource then of all Be- 


ing, mult alſo be the Scource and Original of 


« all Power; and ſo this eternal Being muſt be 
« alſo the moſt powerful.” Auſtin has had the 
ſame Thoughts as Locke, tho? expreſſed in a Stile 


not altogether ſo nice and philoſophical. © IJasked 


« the Earth, ſays he, if it was my God? the An- 
« ſwer was, No! Pm a ſimple Creature, ſubje& 
eto Corruption and to Change; and all the Be- 
« ings contained in it told me the ſame Thing: 
« The Sea with all its Inhabitants, the Air, the 
« Birds, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were all 
« of one Mind, and faid, We are but Beings as 
& thyſelf, created by a firſt Author; if thou would'ſt 
« find out the Divinity, trace back to the Source 
« and Originof all. Things “ : „ ons hee 
Tre Teſtimony of the whole Univerſe con- 
curs then to eſtabliſh the Exiſtence of a God om- 

| 8 e potenz; 

* Inteirogavi Terram, fi efſet Deus meus? Et dixit mihi, 
quod non; & omnia, quæ in ea ſunt. hoc idem confeſſa ſunt. 
Inte rogavi Mare, & Abyſſos, & reptitia, quæ in his ſunt, & 
reſponderunt: Non ſumis Deus uus; quære ſuper nos: In- 
terrogavi flabiiem Aé tem, & inquiit univerſus Aer, cum omni- 
bus Incolis ſais: Fallituc anizimenes, non ſum ego Deus 


tuus. Interrogavi Tœlum, Lunam, & Stellas; Neque nos 


ſumus Deus tuus, inquiunt. Ag. Solilog. Cap. xxxi. 
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nipotent; and when I conſider the Creation, I 
plainly fee that every Being, who owes its Begin- 


ning to another, mult al ſo be indebted to that other 


for every Thing which it hath; the Exiſtence of 
Creatures is a convincing Proof of the Divinity, 
and an Atteſtation that cannot be rejected to make 
Uſe of Auſtin's Words. ' _ 
LET vs now take a View of the Reſemblance 
of this Doctor's Proofs with Locke's, on the Ne- 
ceſſity of Matter's being created by an intelligent 
and ſpiritual Being: 1 begin with the ObjeQions 
of the latter. Others, 1ays he, would have Mat- 
„ter to be eternal, notwithitanding that they al- 
low an eternal, cogitative, immaterial Being. 
« Matter, ſay they, muſt be allowed eternal. 
„Why? Becauſe you cannot conceive how. it 
can be made out of Nothing. Why do you not 
« alfo think your ſelf eternal? you will anſwer, 
% perhaps, becauſe about twenty or thirty Years 
e ſince you began to be. But if I ask what that 
Lou is which began then to be, you can ſcarce 
« tell me: The Matter whereof you are- made, 
began not then'to be; for it it did, then it is 
« not eternal; but it began to be put together in 
« ſuch a Faſhion and Frame, as makes up your 
« Body; but yet that Frame of Particles is not 
« you, it makes not that thinking Thing you are: 
« Therefore when did that thinking Thing begin 
« to be? If it did never begin to be, then have 


« you been a thinking Thing from Eternity: If 


ee therefore 


| * # Wt L 1 | | - 
* © Fe Cixi omnibus his circumſtant Fores Carnis mez;" 
Dixiſtis mihi de Deo meo, quod vos non eſtis, dicite mihi 
aliqui l de illo. Et clamayerunt omnes voce grandi, ipſe fe- 
cit nos, „ Interrogavi denique Mundi Molem.” Dic mihi 
ſi es Deus meus an non? Et reſpondit voce forti: Non ſum, 
inquit, ego; ſed per ipſum ſum ego. Quem quxtis in me, 
ipſe fecit me——Interrogatio Creaturarum profunda eſt Con- 
ſideratio ip ſarum: Reſponſio eatum Atteſtatio ipſarum de Deo, 
Angnſtin, Soliloq, Cap. Axii. 3. 
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therefore you can allow a thinking Thing to 


be made out of Nothing, why allo can you not 
« allow it poſſible for a material Being to be 
« made out of Nothing? 

Ir is by Reflection on one's ſets? that Locke 
proves the Power of the Creator; and Auſtin 
makes Uſe of the fame Objection. © I reflected, 
« ſays he, on my Eſſence, and conſidered my 
« State: I ſaw that I was a Man rational and 
% mortal; from whence then, ſaid I, proceeds 
« ſuch a Creature, if not from the firſt Scource 
Hof all other Beings? If God has not created 
them, every Thing muſt have been its own 
% Creator, which, by my own Exiſtence, [know 
tobe impodlible; and therefore it is neceſſary 


„ that all exiſting Things ſhould have been pro- 


„ duced by a firit Being omnipotent, Intelligent; 
« and eternal.” 

Trz Reſemblance betwixt the netaphyfical 
Opinions of our beſt modern Philoſophers, and 
Auſtin, ought to make thee always diſtinguiſh, 


as I faid in the Beginning of this Letter, the Fhe2 
ologian Controverſiſt wWith the Philoſopher ;- and 
by following the ſame Method, in reading the 


other acient Naʒarene Doctors, thou may reap a 
conſiderable Advantage from many uſeful and in- 
ſtructive Things to be found in their Works, and 


of which the Knowledge is neceſſary to all the 


Learned, of what ſoever Religion they are. 
TAKE Care of thyſelf, my dear Mowceca, live 


content and happy, and diligently apply thyſelf iS 


the Study of Sciences. 


| 

* onſtantinople, N ; 
2: 00193 06 ane 1:3 1.34 6 | 
en S006 | LETTER 


0 n | . % 
% * « S ; 


106 Jewisn LETTERS. 


CONES CB ERH DINED! 
92885 Nee 7 


LETTER XVI. Po 
AARON MoNcEca to lsaac Onts. © 


5 INCE the Receipt of thy Letter, my dear Iſaac, 
in favour of the ancient Nazarene Doctors, I 
am endeayouring, by a cloſe Application, to find 
out the Beauties and Defects of their Works; 
and notwithſtanding thy pompous Encomium on 
Aaſtin, I find that he is guilty of conſiderable 
Faults, beſides thoſe occaſioned by Paſſion and 
Anger: An over-i(train'd Zeal, which may be 
juſtly term'd an immoderate Ambition, has been 
the Fate, or, rather, the Foible of almoſt all the 
Divines; on whom, as a Mark of DiſtinQion, 
the Nazarezes have beſtowed the Title of Fathers: 
But what 1 ſind to be pretty ſingular and extraordina- 
ry, is, that, at the very ſame Time, they were preach- 
ing againſt Toleration, caballing againſt Princes, 
and perſecuting their Adverſaries, ſome of their 
Works were filled with many excellent moral Pre- 
cepts. Thou'rt much in the Right, my dear Iſaac, 
that among the Fathers the Divine is to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Philoſopher ; for few there are 
who have ever equall'd them in Pro and Con, and 
Palidanies ; which, in plain Exgliſh, is Recanting. 
Chryſo om, for Example, | whom they properly 
enough call the Grecian Auſtin, being juſt as cho- 
lerick and paſſionate as the African, beſtows in- 
finite Praiſes on Clemency, and hefitates not to 
ſay, That this Virtue brings Men on a Level 
” with the Divinty“;“ but we would be ſadly 
| deceived, 


» Nihil eſt quod fic Dei ſimiles faciat, ut Malignis atque 
Ledentibus elle placabilem. ch ſaſt. H. mil. xx. in M. the 
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deceived, ſhould we imagine that he praQiſed this 
Maxim. The firſt Thing he did, after his Elec- 
tion to the See of Cexſtantinople, was, to ſolli- 
cit the Emperor Arcadius to grant a rigorous Or- 
dinance againſt the Eanomiens and Montaniſts: He 
obtained his Requeſt; and theſe Nazarenes, re- 
puted as Hereticks, were not only baniſhed the 
Imperial City, but all the confiderable Towns 
of the Empire, under Pain of Death. The Gre- 


cian Auſtin ſtopp'd not here: Having no more 


Montaniſts to banith, he vented his Venom againſt 
Perſons of the greateſt Diſtinction in his Harran- 
gues, or, rather, publick Invectives. 

His peeviſh Temper raiſed at laſt ſo many Ene- 
mies, that 1teveral Nazareze Pontives aſſembled, 
and depoſed him: The Emperor confirmed the 
Sentence, and baniſhed Chryſoſtom; who was, 
however, in a little Time recalled, and reftor#d 
to his Dignity ; but his Diſgrace made no Change 
in his Character: He declaim'd in a moſt unbe- 


coming Manner againſt the Empreſs Eudoxa, who 


drove him anew out of Conſtantinople ; and, as the 
were conducting him to Pztyzs, on the Black Sea, 
the Place of his Exile, Death came to his Relief. 
THIS Chryſoſtom is the Patriarch of the Moli- 
»iſts, as Auſlin is of the Janſeniſts; and though 
they may haze different Opinions, with reſpect to 
ſome Points in the Nazareze Religion, yet they 
perfectly agree in condemning Toleration, and 
thereby deſtroy the firſt Principle of the Law of 
Nature, by which we are commanded to do as 


we would be done by, or not to do to others 
what wethink they ſhould not do to us; according 
to this Maxim, what would a Nazarene think of 


Turks, ſhould they command them to believe in 


Mabomet under Pain of Death? 


CU RVYSOSTO M's Works are writ in a pretty 


neat Manner, and his Stile comes nearer to the 


Authors 
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Authors of ancient Athens, than Auſtin's to the 


Elepancy of the Writers in Auguyftas's Days. In 
general, the Greek Fathers exprefled themſelves in 
a more refined Manner than the Latimms. Baſi!“ 
Homelies, for Language, may be compared to 
Demoſtheneſs's Philyppicks ; and Jerome has been 
the laſt of the Nazareye Doctors who has writ 
Latin in an elegant Manner. 

Nor Hix e leſs than the good Things which 
ate found in ſome of Auſtin's Works could 
have made People bear with the Dulneſs of his 
Stile; the ſame Thing is twenty Limes repeated 
in twenty different Manners. Is there any thing, 
for Example, ſo childiſh, any thing ſo bombaſt, 
as that Part, where; as thou haſt taken Notice in 
thy Letter“, after ſewing that the Senſes cannot 
communicate to the Mind any Notion of the Di- 

viſtity, he new ſhapes the Objection that he but 
juſt now made? «Nevertheleſs, I ſeek my God; 

« I ſeck a Light above all Light, which the Mind 
« perceiveth not; 1 ſeek a Voice above all Voices, 
« which the Ear heareth not; I ſeek an Odour 
« above all 'Odours, which the Noſe ſmelleth 
« not; I ſeek ſomething ſoft above all Softneſs, 
« which the Touch cannot feel f.“ The ſame 
Thought is again expreſſed immediately after by 
new Antithefis's 4; and two whole Heges are em- 
ploy'd in turning it over into different Shapes, 


| before he can be ſatisfied-. This declamatory Stile 


bas done a vaſt Prejudice t to HAN" s beſt Works; 
and 


+ * The * Letter. Yo 20 4 

i Attamen cum Deum meum quæro, quæto pibilominus 
quand am Lucem ſuper omnem Lucem, quam non ca pit Ocu— 
lus : Nang, vocem fuper amnem VOCem, quam non ca pit 

Kxbris; quend dam Dulcorem ſuper omnem duicædinem quem 
non capit Guſtus. Dit Legs Solilog. Cap. xxxi. Numb. 3. 

2 iſta Lux quidem fulger ubi Locus non capit. Iſta vor 
ſonat ubi Spiritus non capit. Odor iſte ede let abi Flatus non 
ſpargir. Sapor iſte ſapit ubi non eſt Edacitas. Amplexus iſle 
tangifur übi non devellitur. 


diculous. 


to the Divinity by that Incarnation : 
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there's no Reader who can bear to be loaded with 
a Parcel of rhetorical Figures poor aud childiſh. 
Tris Impertection in Auſtia's Way of Writing 
has. had an unhappy Influence on the Works of 
many Nazareze Doctors, who attected to imitate 
his Stile, but came ſhort of his Genius, ſo that 
they copied him only in his worſt, and became ri- 
The Divines of the X. XI. and XII. 
Centuries gave much into the figurative Way, and 
their Works are cramm'd with Sophilins, expreſs'd 
in Bombaſt and lotty Verms. Auſelm, Archbithop 


of Canterbury (who lived in the XI. Century) to 
prove the Neceſſity of the Accomplithment of a 


Myſtery in the Nagarene Religion, makes a long 
Diſcourſe to no Purpole, and aniwers, by Quib— 
bles, an Objection which he propoles to himſelf. 
« Was there any Neceſlity, ſays he, that the Di- 
« vinity ſhould cloath itſelf with human I leſh to 
« ſave Mankind? The ſupreme Being has only to 
« will a Thing, and the Effect always follows; 
© therefore Men might have been faved when he 


„thought proper, and contequently the Iucarna- 


« tion was unneceſſary: By no Means ſo, be- 
“ caule it was not operated but by the Will of 
«© God, who is always juſt; he thought it ne- 


« ceflary, not that he had Occaſion to ſave the 


„% World in that Manner, but becauſe human 
„ Nature was neceflitated to make Satisfaction 
God had 
% no Occation to ſuffer; but Man had Occa- 
“ ſion for God's Suffering to redeem him from 
&« the Pains of Hell. God alone was able to do 
« this; and, without the Incaruation, Man could 
not have been reſtored to the Purity of Angels“.“ 

L Is 


* An aliqua Neceſſitas coegit, ut Altifimus fic fe humilj- 
aret, & Onnipotens ad faciendum aliquid tantum laborarct 2 
Sed omnis Neceſſitas & Impoſſibilitas ejus ſubjacet Volontati: 
quippe quod vult neceſſe eſt eſſe; & quod non vult e 

| ge 
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Is not this, my dear Monceca, a fine Collection 
of unintellizible Phraſes, or, at leaſt, of no Sig— 
nification? Is it not ridiculous, after aſſerting that 
God could fave the World as he pleated, to con- 
clude that he could not ſave Men but by cloath- 
ing bimſelf with Humanity, the only eftectual Way 


to bring it about? Strange Quibbling this! and of 


no Uſe but to render the Author's Ideas incom- 


prehenſible. Should a Divine, in theſe Days, ex- 
preſs himſelf with ſuch Prolixity, he mult expect 
to be lcyercly reprimanded. How ditterent are the 
Writings of the Boſ/zct's, Arnauld's, Drelincourt's, 
and Claud's? yet the Nagarenes have not thought 


fit to beſtow on them the pompous Title of Fa- 


thers, tho' it muſt be allowed that tor ſome time 
they have been very prodigal, and beſtowed this 
Title on People of very ordinary Talents. 


' ST. Bernard, who lived in the XII. Century, 


was not only ignorant, but a declared Enemy to 


all who cuitivatcd Sciences; and it was not his 


Fault, it Ignorance did not wholly extinguith them. 
'I'his Man, by ſetting up for a Frophet, had ac- 
quired a vaſt Credit, not only with the People, 
but allo with Sovereigns; and upon the Faith of 
his falſe Yromiles of Victory, great Numbers of 
Nazarenes were deltroy'd in the Holy War, when 
they went upon the Conqueſt of the Palaſtine. 

Having 
bile eſt eſſe. Solo ergo volente, & quoniam omnis ejus Vo- 
luntas ſemper bona eit, fola fecit hoc Voluntate, non enim 
Deus ezebat, ut hoc Modo Hominem ſaleum faceiet ; ted Hu- 
mana Natura indigebat ut hoc Modo Domino Deo ſatisfaceret. 
Non egebat Deus ut tam laborioſa pateretur; ſed iidigebat 
Homo, ut fic de profundo Inferni ereretur Divina Natura, 
Hæc omnia Humanam Naturam, ut ad hoc reſtitueretur, prop- 
ter quod facta era” neceſſe erat facete. Sed nec illa, nec quid- 
quid Deus non eſt, poterat ad hoc ſufficere, nam Homo ad 
quod inſtitutus eſt non reſtituitur, ft non ad Similitudinem An- 
gclowum, in quibus nullam eft Peccatum, provehitur. Au{cl- 


mi, Archepiſc. Cantuarien/is,>Medit, de Redemptione Gencris Hu- 
wan, Cap. III. Num. 1, 
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Having no more Tur to deſtroy, he vented his 


Spleen on the Learned; and Abelard was his tirit 


Victim. Ariſtotie's Philoſophy, which about that 
Time began to be taught in France, gave him great 
Uneaſineſs, and he was at very much Pains to 
have it exploded, and forbid to be taught. tr 
ſcarce could be expected that an Author of this 


Character ſhould have compoled any thing that 


might be uſeful to the Improvement of human Un- 
deritanding, ſo fee we that what he has left us is 
fitter tor Enthuſiaſtick Bigots than for the Learned 
and Philoſophers : In tome of his Works we find 
Expreflions ſo low, and ſo obſcenc, that the mott 
ditlolute Licences of Petronius cannot match them. 
« What am 1?” ſays he, in a Book intitl'd, very 
improperly, Moſt de vout Meartations: e What am 


« I? a Man made of a liquid Matter, owing his 


“% Exiſtence to human Seed; a Froth which, by 
degrees congealing, turns at laſt to Fleſh *,” 
Theſe are Meditations, my dear /ſuac, very pro— 
per tor Phyſicians, but very improper, in my Opi— 
nion, for Youth. How can a young Girl from 
Fitteen to I'wenty, or a young Man of the [une 
Age, think piouſly and gravely of this“ Frothy 
« Seed, which afterwards congeals?” If ſuch Ex- 
preſſions deſerve the Title of Devoat Med:tativns, 
why may not we place this Italian Sally, Peſo, e 
ripenſo, come. P Huomo ſia fatto del Sponto d' na Caz- 
20 f. 1. e. Ithink, and better think, how a Man is 
made ot Spittle, . among (t the ediſying and pious 
Sentences ; theſe Words being no more than the jult 
Equivalent of the Doctor's. L 2 A1. 


* Quid ſim ego? Homo de Humore liquido, Fui enim in 
Momento Conceptionis de Humano Semine conceptus. De- 
inde Spama illa coagulata, modicum creſcendo Caro fecta 
elt. Div, Bernardi Medita lunes devotiſſimæ ad Humane Condi.ioms 
Cogaiti nem. Cap. II. Num. 1. 

+ lt is hoped that the Reſemblance of this Ttaliun Taſſage 
with St, 8ernard's, will excuſe a Liberty which might other- 
wite give Offence, | 
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ALBERT, and Thomas Aquizas, Succeſſors to 
Bernard, exceeded him in Learning, having bene- 
fired by the Study of Ariſtotle's Books, againſt 
which the Cruſade Prophet had ſo earneitly ſolli— 
cited a Prohibition. In the Days of theſe two Au- 
thors, the Sciences began to throw out ſome Sparks, 
and to ſpring, as it were, out of their Aſhes : The 
Writings of the former are pretty much in the 


Taite of thoſe of his Predeceilors*, with this Dif- 


terence, that the Antitheſis's and Quibbles are not 
10 laviſhly interſperſed, the Sophilms in ſmaller 
Number, and leſs offenſive. 

THhov'kT no Stranger to the Works of the 
Second, containing, without Diſpute, many ex- 
cellent T hings, but ſtained and over-clouced by 
a Number of others, childiſh, unneceſlary, and ab- 
ſurd, which Ignorance and ſcholaſtick Superſtition 
have conſecrated under the Name of 1 heology, 
and covered with the Vail of Religion. Thomas 


Aquinas*s Stile is not much more refined than that 


of the Authors who preceded him: The bad Taſte 
in Speaking and Writing ſubfiſted till the XV. Cen- 


tury, and was not wholly reformed till the Na- 


⁊arene Diviſtons : The Divines, having then formed 
ſeveral different Sects, were under a Neceflity of 
pleaſing their Readers; and, to gain their Favour, 


affected to imitate the mot renowned Models; 


thus Cicero and VirgiPs Language was renewed, 
and in a little Lime the Manner of Reafoning was 
reformed as well as Diction. | 
IF Nazari/m had never been diſturbed with in- 
teitine Divitions, perhaps the Authors would be 
28 
* Sunt quædam Vitia, quæ libenter five frequenter Speciem 
Virtutis prætendunt, ut cum vere Vitia fint, credantur eſſe 
Virtutes: ſicut Severitas putatur eſſe Juſtitia Amaritudo Men- 
tis dicicur Maturitas. Diflolutio creditur Spiritualis Mentis 
Latitia. Figritia five inordinata Triftitia judicatur Morum 


Gravitas, Cc. Albert; Magni Paradiſ. Anim, de Virtut, Libr. I. 
Prolog, 
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as confuſed now in their Manner of Writing, as 
in the Days of Thomas Aquinas: It does not ap- 
pear that the Nazereze Doctors, who wrote ſe— 
veral Years after him, made any remarkable Advan- 
ces in reforming their own, or the publick ate; 
on the contrary, they rather degraded. KAM 
Jordan, who lived in the XIV. Century, and who 
chriſten'd his Productions by the Name of [do a, 
has ftuit'd his Writings with figurative and attected 
Expreſſions, ſo that his Stile is ill more lame than 
AHuſtin's; his Picture of divine Love is the Draught, 
one would think, of fone Country Capiuuc his I. rar, 
« Love, fays he, mends broken Things, and let- 
« tles fickle M. jinds: Love is inſtructive, and 
& knows no rancour: Love commends, diſcom— 
„ mends, and is a Stranger to criminal Suſpici— 
ons: Without Love, all is bad, and with it, all 
cc 
«© above earthly Things: Love is never idle, but 
** always acting, and ſtill augmenting: Love is 
{© the Lite of the Soul; who loves not, is dead: 
« Love is not mercenary: Love improves Man— 
& kind, provides for all, and bears every 1 hing 
i with Patience, c.“ - I ſtop here, my dear 
Iſaac, tho” there's ill a Page more ot Love's At- 
tributes. A Frauciſcan Millionary, after he had 
put this long Paſlage at full length in a Sermon, 
pight conclude that © Love makes Cuckolds, de- 
L 3 % bauches 


* Amor confraQa ſolidat, Cepre Ti ſublevat, nutantem Ani» 
mum conſtantem reddit. Amor ducet, & addiicit, & Inimi- 
cum neſcit. Amor laudat, Amor reprehend:it, Amor prava 
Suſpicione caret Ubi Amor defieriir, nihil valet quidquid agi- 
tur: contra omnia valent quz cum Amore aguntur. Amor 
Hominem Iztificat, & a tertenis ſublevat, Amor nunquam 
ef otioſus, ed ſemper liquid operatur, ſempei creſcir & au- 
getur. Amor Vita eſt Animæ, & qui non amat mortuus eſt. 
Verus Amor non requirir Ffætium etſi racreatur, Amor Hoe 
minem perficit, omnia ſuſtinet, omnia patienter pottat, ce. 
Idiata, Veri docti & ſanit, enen, de Amore Vivins, 
Cap. I. Num, 2, 


is good: Love rcjoices the Heart, and railes it 
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© bauches young Girls, and begets Baſtards ; and 
© ye ought, my dear Siſters, to be upon your 
„Guard.“ This would not be the moſt uſeleſs 
Thing in his Sermon. 


BE careful of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, live 
content and happy. 


Paris, *F*** 


6829 S2 129,22 6559 F010 B2020d 22 4250.2 
LETTER XVII. 


ISAAC Onis ro AARON MoNCECA. 


F the Winds have favoured the Captain to 
whom ! delivered my firit Letter, thou ought 


2 
5 
co 


dy this time to have received the Memorial of 


Oſman Baſnaw's Secretary which ] ſent thee; the 


ſingular Ideas contain'd in it, makes me long to 
know thy Sentiments ; but it fancy thou'lr eaſily 


perceive that Hatred which the Mabometans and 
Nazarenes bear the Iſraelites. 

- I HAVE often reflected, that our Law muſt be 
very good, and very agreeable to right Reaſon, 
ſince it is attack'd with 10 little Succeſs. People 
of all Religions are conſtantly writing againſt us, 
and we ſeldom or never anſwer our Adverſaries 
Performances: Notwithſtanding our Silence, we 
joſe few of our Brethren; and few Fews turn 
Turks or Nazarenes ; but it often happens that the 
laſt turn Mahometans, and are the leſs excuſable 
in ſo far as Debauchery and Libertiniſm is the 
Cauſe of their Change. 

I cAN*T conceive how a Man, who poſſeſſes 


only the Rudiments of Reaſon, can give into the 


Viſions of Mabomet; and I'm even ſurprized that 
thoſe who are born in that Religion don't, not- 
withitanding the Prejudices of Youth and Educa- 
tion, ſee through the Fooleries of it. 1 know 

| not 
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not if thou haſt ever examin'd the Series of Im- 
pertinencies that form the Mabometan Law. | dety 
the moſt diſorderly and viſionary Imagination to 
produce any thing ſo chimerical, and ſo mon— 
ſtrous! How is it poſſible that there ſhould be a 
Man ſo weak as to imagine, that he will taſte 
carnal Pleaſures after Death, that one of the 


principal Bleſſings which God ſhall beſtow upon 


him, will be the Enjoyment of ſeveral Women, 
always Virgins? We're ſurprized that the Pagans 
believed the I ales and F ables of their Pocts about 
the El:fau-Fields, where the Heroes found Cha- 
riots, Armour, Horſes, and Crowns of Laurel *. 
But theſe Ideas are they leſs probable than the 
others? The Punithments which the black Angels 
inflict, are they not a juſt Equivalent of the Souls 
being plunged into Tartarus and Phlegeton? Ne— 
vertheleſs we are daily exclaiming againſt the Cre- 
dulity of the Pagans, but ſay nothing to the T, 
becauſe Cuſtom and Habit have famil iariſed us to 
their Fictions. | 


BESIDES Ridicule, the Mabometan Religion 


has ſomething lavage, or rather brutal, in it. The 
Imbecility of that Notion among the Tarks, that 
a Statue in the other World will demand a Soul 
from him that made it, has induced them to de- 
ſtroy all the antick Pieces of Statuary that they 
found in Greece. Mahomet, who conceived that 
Arts and Sciences ſerved to cultivate the Mind, 
took Care to remove every Thing from his Fol- 
lowers that might give them a Dilguſt at his Pre- 
cepts : He knew that his Religion could not bear 


the leaſt Examination, and theretore order'd them 


to 
* Arma procul, Curruſque Viiam miratur inanes, 
Stant teira defixz Haſtz, paſſimque ſoluti 
Per Campos paſcuntur Equi, quz Gratia Curruum 
Armorumque fuit Vivis, quz Curz nientes 
Faſcere Equos; eadem ſequitur Te flute re, oſtos. 
* Virg. Enid, Lib. VI. Verſ. 707. 
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to diſpute, Sword in Hand, and not otherwiſe, 
Had there been ſuch a Maxim among the Naza- 
rene Monks, I doubt much it they would have 
been ſo divided in Opinion: The diſputing Do- 
ctors only fought with the Pen, while thoſe who 


Were of their Party murder'd one another about 


Opinions, of which they had no Knowledge. 
IHE People in all Ages have been eaſily ſe- 


duced, apt to be deceived, and obſtinate in Error; 


they love Novelty, and always run after Objects 
that ſtrike; the Exterior lays hold of them, and 
nothing but what has Singularity in it can move 
them; plain Reaſon, ſtript of Chimeras, appears 
too naked, and their Minds mult be filled with 
ſomething marvellous: 1 hus the wild Conceits 
ot Poets gain'd Belief among the Pagans, and 
thus the Mahometans believe the Fables of the 
Alcoran. | | 

YEr, amidſt all the Abſucdities of the Txrk/f- 
Religion, I can't but confeſs that there are Pre- 


cepts in it which deſerve the Admiration of the 


greateſt Philoſophers : That Charity, and the par- 
doning of Enemies, fo often enjoined by their 
Books, are two Points that comprehend Morality 
in its fullett Extent and Perfection; but the Beauty 
of all is, that they not only believe, but exactly 
practice them: Thou knoweſt the Extent of their 
Charitics to the Poor, whoſe Neceſlities they ſup- 
ply even before their Aſſiſtance is required; 10 
that there's very few Tarks who, during their 
Lives, have not contribated largely, by Alms, to 
the Relief of the Diſtreſſed. I hoſe Inns for Ca- 
ravans, Wells, and Fountains, on the publick 
Roads, tor the Commodity of Pilgrims and poor 


Travellers, of whatever Religion they may be, 


ate eternal Monuments of Mabometan Piety : I heir 
Compathon of the Miſerable is not bounded here, 
but extends itſelf ill further; witneſs the Hoſpi- 

| | RR 
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tals for the Incurable, Maimed, and thoſe de- 
prived of the Uſe of Reaſon, for whom they have 
a Sort of Veneration, imagining that Heaven, by 
this Deprivation, exempts them from Sins, which 
otherwiſe they would have committed. Wert 
thou not of Conſtantinople, thou would'ſt ſcarce 
believe that there are Tzxrks who, on a Death-Bed, 
leave Legacies for the Entertainment of Dogs in 
the Neighbourhood : This is puſhing Charity to a 
very great Length! The other Virtues are not un- 
known in Txrky; no Nation can boaſt of more 
Sincerity ; they are Slaves to their Words, and the 
Difterence of Religion is not to ſerve as a Pre- 


text to cheat thoſe with whom we have Affairs of 


Intereſt. 1 
TEE Reſpect with which the Mahometaus ho- 


nour their Parents is Praiſe-worthy ; we ſeldom 


fee at Conſtantinople, as in Nazarene Countries, 
Sons who make Nature bluſh; Maſters of Fami- 
lies preſerving that Authority over their Children 


Which our Patriarchs exerciſed. The Tartars and 
 Arabians are ſtill more zealous Obſervers of filial 
Obedience: But what is moſt admirable, they have 
no Inclination to Detraction, and are ſeldom 
known to rail at one another; they are utter 


Strangers to the Art of throwing Venom into 


* Diſcourſe, or of making Calumnies and Scandal 
the Subject of Converſation. I have often conſi- 
dered how they came 0 guarded aguinſt this 
Vice: Men of all Countries having a pretty cloſe 
Reſemblance to one another, I could not con- 
ceive how the Tarks were not liable to Weak- 
neſſes ſo common elſewhere; and could not ac- 
count for their being exempted from the predomi- 
| nant Failings of the greateſt Part of the World, 
| Otherwiſe than by attributing it to their Manners 


and Way of Living. They have but little Inter- 


courſe with one another, except what regards their 


Poſts 


„ — 
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Poſts and Employments : There's no ſuch Thing 


rene Beaux, great Talkers to their Trade, as thou 
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amongſt them as Houſes ſet apart tor the Recep- 
tion of noted Idlers: They have no Notion of 
paſſing a Part of the Day in an Allembly, to en- 
tertain one another with the I alk of the I own: 
When they go to the Coffee-houſes, the only 
publick Places, they drink Sherbet, or other Li- 


quors that are permitted; ſometimes, but 1eldoin, 


they play at Draughts, or at Mangala *, with a 
profound Silence, and thereafter retire Home. 

. THe Impoſſibility of having Accets to the Wo- 
men, is a decitive Reaſon why Conſtantinople is 


10 free of Slander: The Ladies in Europe are the 


Ring-leaders in Calumny ; Hatred, Jealouſy, Am- 
bition, the Deſire of pleaſing: All theſe Paſſions 
prompt them to act againit their Rivals, or thoſe 
who diſapprove of their Inclinatious ; they eaſily 
draw in a great many Petizs- Maitres, zealous Ad- 


mirers of their Whims, and humble Slaves to their 
Commands: The Conſtraint under which the 


Tarkiſh Women are kept, deprives them of all 
ſuch Expedients; they may well cabal, within the 
Seraglio, againſt Rivals, or ſo, but as nothing of 


that Kind can poſſibly pierce through the Walls of 


their Priſons, what's done within them can never 
come to the Knowledge of the Publick. 
THE reſerved and tilent Character of the Tarks, 
is alſo a Preſervative againit Calumny ; your talka- 
tive, fiddle-ftaddle People, are addicted to this Vice; 1 
it's a Means to get Audience; and the Heart of 
Man, more apt to blame than to praile, eaſily - 5 
falls in with flanderous Converſation; the NaSca- 1 


haſt obſerved, are very much addicted to this 
Failing. 
THe Candour which reigns amongſt Mabome- 


taus, has often made me extremely thoughtful. I N I 


mult 


* A uri Game with little Shells. 


i Ee Veit Did ol ee. 2 EOS 


rere . 22 


JEWISH LET TENS. 119 
muſt acknowledge, my dear Auron, that I am ſen— 
ſibly touch'd when 1 think of their Fate atter 
Death; the Loſs of jo many honelt People (who 
are guilty of no other Crime but of following the 


Prejudices ot Education, and blindly believing 
the extravagant Notious of tacir Imaus and Der- 


vis's) gives me no {inall {Zoncern : 1 hele ZA 
Monks act the {:me Fart as the Nazarene |'riars ; 
they cheat and deccive the People, fill their Minds 
witn Chimcra's, and, under the Vail ot Religion, 
authorize theic Vices and Irregilarices. 


I x the following Story ota Dervis, which hap- 


pened when I was at Adr:anople, thoul't find ſome- 
thing as arch as any of the Nagarene Monks | ricks. 
This holy Hypocrite had retired to a Hermitage, 
diſtant about half a League from the Town, and 
remained whole Weeks without coming out, or 
opening his Door: It was curreatly reported that, 
during the JI ime ot his being thus that up, le was 
in continual Extafies an 1 rances, and was viſited 
by the Angel Gabriel, who converted familiarly 
with him; ſo that in a little I ime his Reputation 
{pread abroad, and People came from all Quartcrs 


to conſult with nim about the Concerns of their 


Souls: The Women were curious to converſe 
with -this holy Man, and many of them who went 
to his Hermitage returned highly editicd; but the 
jealous Temper of ſome Tarhs could not be re— 
conciled to theſe frequent Viſits, and therefore 
ſtrict Commands were given by ſome of them to 
their Wives not to return ; upon which they com- 
plained to the Cadis, who, not thinking proper to 
meddle in it, ſent them away without any Anlwer. 


This Attaic being the Subject of general Conver- 


{ation, and the whole Town-talk, came at laſt to 
the Knowledge of the Dervis, who reſolved to 
make a proper Uſe of it, for his Sanctity was 
meer Grimace, as many good Women 2 

rom 
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from Experience, atteſt. A Church- yard near to 
his Hermitage, where a Man had been lately bu- 
ried, furniſhed him an Opportunity of impoſing 
upon the jealous Husbands : In the dead Time of 
the Night he went and opened the Grave, calſtra- 
ted the Corpſe, and hung up, in the molt conſpi— 
cuous Place of his Cell, betwixt two Paſſages of 
the Alcoran, what he had cut off; thereaiter wrapt 
himſelf up in his Cloak, and went to Bed. Ihe 
firſt who came to viſiſt him perceiving theſe ter- 
rible Relicks, were ſtrangely furprized. © I have 
been obliged, ſaid the Dervis, to perform this 
„ cruel Operation upon myſelf, to remove all Oc- 
“ caſion of Slander, and that I may, with Lider- 
„ty, inſtruct the Fair Sex.” If his Reputation 
was great beſore, it was much more now, and 
the Husbands who had forced the Anchoret to 
this pious Action, were like to have been ſton'd. 
The Women flock'd to him, he undeceiv'd ſome 
of them, and the Husbands had no Suſpicion. For 
ſeveral Years he made a good Uſe of his Repu- 
tation, but at laſt Jealouſy ruin'd all: A Mer- 
chant's Wife, highly provok'd upon Account of 
his preferring a Rival, went to the Cadis, and 
ſwore a Rape againit him, and told the Story of 
the dead Body (which the Hermit, it ſeems, had 
imparted to her) conſenting to the molt rigorous 
Puniſhment, if what ſhe ſaid was not Fact: Up- 
on a Viſit which this Accuſation occaſioned, it 
was found that the Dervis was far from being an 
Eunuch, and the Judge ordered that the Opera- 
tion ſhould be performed on him as a Puniſhment 
of his Crime. The injured Husbands were in 
ſuch Numbers, that they comforted one another, 
and thought it was wileſt to hold their Peace and 
be eaſy. Now, I fancy, thou muſt allow that 
this comes up to the beſt of your Monks I ricks, 
and that a Mabometan Dervis yields not to a Na- 
| | ⁊arene 
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| Zarene Friar in Sloth, Inutility to the State, Hy- 


pocrily, or Impoſture. 
Conſtantinople, **#*** 
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AARON MONCECA ro ISAAC Onis. 

Is IRT UE alone in this Country ennobles not 

a Family; ten Anceſtors, whole Candour 
and Honour have deſerved the publick Eſteem, are 
not ſo good a Title as a little Secretariſhip ; ſo 
that Nobility, like other Merchandize, is bought 
and ſold: A Partiſan, enriched with the Spoils of 
the People, makes his Son a Lord; whereas the 
Son of. an able Hiſtorian, an eminent Poet, who 
often inherits the Father's I 'alents, has no other 
Rank or Honours but what Apallo beltows on him: 
The moſt ſignal Merit, the molt extenſive Know- 
ledge, will not bring a Man halt ſo ſoon to Gran- 
deurs and Riches, as the Employment of an Un- 
der-farmer. We daily lee, at Paris, People, whoſe 
firſt I rade was that of Footmen, carried about in 


ſumptuous Coaches, arid lodged in magnificent Pa- 


laces. This Sport of Fortune is very common 
here; but what is moſt ſurprizing, is, that thoſe very 
People, who are look'd upon as the Diſgrace of the 
Nation, and the Inſtrument of the Peoples Misfor- 
tunes, ſhould find many ſo mean ſpirited as to make 
their Court to them: Their Tables, magnificently 
ſerved, draw a great many Paratites, and their being 


full of Money procures them Reſpect from the firſt 


Quality, who often want to borrow of them ; and 
ſometimes their Eſtates are o incumber'd, that 
M they 
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they are forced, a Thing unworthy of their Birth, 
to contract Alliances with theſe Financers. 
WHEN a Partilan finds himſelf potleiſed of 
great Riches, he enceavours to purchaſe lome 
young Lady of Quality: Her Parents conclude 
the Marriage, take the Girl out of the Convent, 
who is much ſurprized to find that her Chamber: 
The Luſtre which 
this new Alliance gives the Financer, makes him 
quite forget his old State; he thinks no more of 
the ſiniſter Practices made uſe of to acquire hi, 


Wealth, and quite forgets the Ills which he has 


done to the Widow and the Orphan ; ; he ſpeaks of 
nothing but Quality and ancient Titles, and | 
whole Buſinels is ſearching into Regiſters and No- 
taries Offices, for Papers to prove the Antiquity 
of his Houſe and by trequently giving himſelt 
out for a Man of Quality, he is almolt perſuaded 
at laſt that he really is ſo: Genealogiſts are not 
wanting to draw out his Pedigree, nor halt ſtarved 
Poets to ſing him as an Achilles, or Areas, and 


make him the Hero of an Epick Poem tor a few 


Guineas. 

HOSE Honours and Riches laviſhed upon 
People who deſerve them ſo little, are one of the 
Thiugs which have moſt ſurprized me at Paris: 
The Mahometans have a more judicious Way of 
Thinking ; with them Virtue alone leads to Gran- 
deurs, and there's: no other Nobility but what Ac- 
tions and Merit acquire; a Vizir's Son, who is 
not. deſerving of an hononrable Poſt, is confined 
to an obſcure Rank, and a Cobler's Son, if he has 
Merit. may be elevated to the molt eminent Dig- 
nicy. Contider, my dear [ſaac, how much more 


_ uſeful this Maxim is to the Good and Benefit of 


the State; 
themſelves worthy of Honours, 


it cncourages the Citizens to render 
and raiſes their 


Courage by the Hopes of attaining to the bigheſt 
Rall s; I 
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Ranks; they are prompted to noble Actions with 


ſo much the more Courage and Relolution, that 
they know the Want of Birth is no Hindrance to 
Preterment. If the French put ſuch a Value, and 
rely fo much on the Sentiments of their Nobility, 
what may not” the Txrks expect? ſince the leatt 
Mabometan thinks and acts as a Nobleman, has 
the ſame Paſſion for Glory, and the fame Hopes 
of acquiring it: I know, amongſt the French, it 
has been tcen, lometimes, by extraordinary Acci- 
dents, that a Man of the meaner Sort has raiſed 
himſelf to an eminent Station; ; but this Cale hap- 
pens fo ſeldom, that it's but a weak Precedent ; 
All the Employments and Poits of Honour are 
poſſeſſed by the Nobility, and it is a great Chance 
when a Plebian ſurmounts the Obit acles that lye 
in the Way of his Fortune and Preterinent. 

THESE Reflections lead ine to tac different 
Eſtates of which Fraue is compoled, viz. the 
Clergy, Nobility, and Commonalty; the Eccleſi- 
aſticks (at whoſe Head are the Pontives ) hold 
the firſt Rank, next to them the Nobility, aud 
laſt of all the Commons, repreſented by the De- 
puties of Towns and Provinces. 

F@RMERLY Ailemblies of thele three Bodies 


were held under the Title of States General : | hey 


deliberated conjointly with the Sovercign, on what 
appeared to be neceſſary for the Good of the Coun- 
try, and were a Ballance betwixt the King and 
People; but, by degrees, the Kings, who had the 
ſole Power of calling thoſe Aſlemblics, aboliſh'd 


them, ſubſtituting their own proper Ordonnances 
in Place of thoſe of the Eſtates, and, by thar 


Means, inveſting themſelves with the whole le- 
giſlative Power. The Diviſions that reign'd among 
the three repreſentative Bodies of the Nation, did 
not a little contribute to the Succeſs of this Pra- 
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jet; the Hatred of the Clergy againſt the Noti- 
tity, and the Grudge which the People bore the 
two Orders, were the chief Inſtruments of French 
Slavery. 

Tn1s Dif union ſtil ſubſiſts; Time has not been 
able to diminiſh it; the Ambition of Pontives, their 
Paſhon for Power and Authority, is a Tyranny 
inſupportable to the Nobility; it grieves them to 
ſee Dignities, and diſtinguiſh'd Poſts, beſtowed on 
People who conſtantly "oppoſe them; the Power 
of the Clergy goes much againſt the Grain with 
them, and the more their Enemies Credit increaſes, 
the more their Hatred grows: The People, on 
their Parts, are glad to ſee thoſe humbled who 
deſpiſe them, and the Yoke that depreſſes the No- 
bility, eaſes them of their Chains. 

THERE are alſo ſeveral reſpectable Bodies 1 
which are neither comprehended under the Claſs 
of the Nobility, nor of the Commonalty, and are 
called Tribunals, who adminiſtrate Juſtice, and 
who ſtill preſerve ſome Remains of their ancient 
Splendour : It is by their Means that the People can 
make their Grievances and Misfortunes known 


to the Sovereign ; but often they are refuſed Ac- 


ceſs to the Throne : an Order from a ſuperior 
Tribunal + ſhuts their Month; and they have no 
Right to ipeak for the People, but fo far as it's 
thought proper to allow them; and tho' their an- 
cient Privileges were much more extenſive, they 
are now reduced to this. | 
THESE Bodies, which they call Parliaments, 
are conſtantly in direct Oppoſition to the ſove- 


reign and ſubaltern Pontives; in Quality of the 


{ole Depolitaries of the Church's Privileges, they 
are ſtill upon their Guard againſt: the Invaſions of 
Rome, and the Ordonnances that come from it: 
This Attention draws on them the Hatred of the 
greate 


* The Parliaments, f The Privy Council. t Bulls. 
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greateſt Part of the Pontives, who are zealoufly at- 
tached to their Chief, ſo that there's a conſtant Mitt 
underſtanding amongſt them, The late Duke Re- 
gent, when he held the Reins of State, made this 
Diviſion ſubſervient to his Deſigns: To amuſe the 
Parliaments, on his Entry to the Minittry, he very 
cunninsly abandoned to them ſome Pontives *, and 
feemed to approve of the Puniſhment and Rigours 
that they made them undergo in their Perſons and 
Writings ; but when he had obtained of the Parlia— 
ments what he wanted, he oppreſs'd them in their 


Turns, baniſhed them, and puſh'd Deſpotiſm to a 
greater Length than any Sovereign had done; and 
the Pontives were ſo pleaſed with their Enemies 


Misfortunes, that they forgot their Own Injuries. 
THE Eccleſiaſticks enjoy no Pleaſure equal 
to that of Revenge, and they never loſe a favou- 
rable Opportunity of doing Miſchiet to thoſe who 
oppoſe them; this is one of the Vices to which 


they are molt addicted: Their Lives and Manners 
are tollerably regular, and could they only baniſh - 


Hatred and Malice out of their Hearts, few eflen- 
tial Faults would remain. What 1 now ſay ex- 


tends only to Pontives, and ſecular Prieſts, for as 


for Monks, they may be called the Sink. of all 


the Vices, they are generally as ſcandalous in 


their Lives, as the others appear to be regular : 
Now and then, perhaps, a Pontife pays the T'ri- 


bute of human ee but to do them Juſtice, 


it very ſeldom happen 


A MERRY Stor enough, on this Subject, is 
handed about here: It is aſſerted as a Pruth, that 
2 Pontife of the Province of Auvergne, h av ing Oc 
caſion, at the ſame Time, to write to his Miſtreſs, 
and the firſt Miniſter, made a Miſtake in the Ad- 


dreſſes of bis Letters; the laſt made Anſwer to 


M 3 | the 


x N of Art, whoſe Mandate was burnt, and his Tem- 


* deve fed. 
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the Letter he had received (in which the Pontife 
Mentioned his having writ to the , Homan of 
a Cardinal *, for Liberty to return to Paris) that 
the King commanded him not to ſtir from Home 
till further Orders ; and that the old Woman ad- 
viſed him to lead a better Life: This Adventure, 
allured to be Fact, has afforded ſome Laughter 
and Diverſion to the Town, but the Author of 
the Blunder may comfort himſelf with the Hopes, 
that in a Day or two ſome new Story will put it 
out of Head. 

NoveLs and Love-Adventures ſucceed to one 
another here as the Waves of the Sea; and what 
is the Lown-I alk To-day, is ſcarce thought on 
To- morrow; ſuch is the tickle Genius of the Na- 


tion; and eight Days hence the Pontife's Affair 
will be thought as old, as if it had happened in 


Fraucis the Firlt's Time. 


I CONTINUE to inform myſelf of every Thing 


that may contribute to give me diſtinct Ideas of 
the State of Sciences in this Kingdom; and I alſo 
examine the Progreſs of Arts, which have Advan- 
tages in Paris above what's to. be found any where 
elſe: Louis XIV. has fixed them for ever by the 
favourable Settlements which he has made for the 
Encouragement of thoſe who. profeſs them. I 
have mentioned in my Letters. three Academies, 
which comprehend all the Sciences: There are 
three others that contain all the Arts; the Firſt is 
compoſed of famous Painters, Sculptures, Ce. 
the Second of excellent Architects; and the Third 
is for Muſicians. Prizes are diſtributed by Order 
of the King among the two former, as a Recom- 
pence to thoſe who. diltinguiſh themſelves by their 
Merit, and as an Encouragement for others to 
improve their Talents. Nothing ſpeaks the Gran- 


deur of a Sovereign more than the Tranquility 
Aud 


* Cardinal Fleury. 
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and Freedom which Sciences enjoy under his Pro— 
tection; the Glory of a Prince, Who encourages 
Arts, ſo as to make them flourith, communicates 
itſelf to the whole Nation, who "thereby ſhare in 
the Honour. Louis XIV. not ſatisfied with pro- 
curing to his Subjects the Means of excelling in 
Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture, eſtabliſhed 
an Academy at Rome“, where thoſe who had won 
Prizes at Paris, were entertained for three Years 
at the Prince's Charge; they wrought under the 
Inſpection of an able Artiſt, and may be compar'd 
to Bees, who fly Abroad, and come Home loaded 
with the Juice of fragrant F lowers, to enrich their 
Habitations. 

I HAVE a Letter from Moſes Rodrigo, who is 
to ſend. me the Books I wrote for; the Moment, 
they come here, I ſhall forward them to Marſeilles: 
I begg'd of him to write me his Sentiments on the 
moſt remarkable Authors, and on the new Books. 
that they publiſh; by this Means I can ſend thee 
any curious. Thing that appears in Holland, and in 
Ex land. 

Fu SERVE thy Health, my dear Iſaac, it is 
the moſt precious Gift that Heaven can beſtow 
upon us; and if Wealth is added, our Happineſs 


is complete. 


* This Academy ſubſiſts till, 


Paris, * * * 
8 8 8 . 28 TUE C 8 2248 


LETTER XIX. 


AARON MONCECA 0 ISAAC ONIS. 


HAVE juſt now received. the Books that 1 
expected = Hollaad ; Moſes Rodrigo ſent them 
by the Way of Rouen; | hall ſoon forward them 
to Marſeilles, where our Correſpondent Will Oup 
them 
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them for Conſtantinople : I have received with them. 
a Memorial on the Authors, whoſe Works may 
be had; as it appears to be diſtin and exact, I 


thought a Copy of it would be acceptable to thee. EM 
40 

D1iSSERTATION Oo LITERATURE. 4 

« I SHALL give you, with all poſſible Exat- | *© 
« neſs, the Inſtructions which you require: It is Wa: 


ce here, as at Paris, Literature and Authors have 
« their Times and Seaſons, more or leſs favour- 
« able; but, what's particular, there is ſuch a 
« Sympathy betwixt France and Holland, that thoſe 
« two States have perfeCtlycorreſponded in the Pro- 


« duction of Genius's, either ſublime or ordinary. 3 
« IN the laſt Century, and Beginning of this, 1 * 
« France had the Advantage of many Firſt-rate 1 
« Men of Learning, and yer Hollaud pretended | *© 

“ a Superiority; the Way to judge of the Truth, | 
« js to draw a Parallel. = he 
„ONE of a vaſt, profound, and univerſal Ge- 1 
« nius (1), was the firmeſt Prop of his Religion; Ba. 
% with the ſame Pen that he fought foreign Ene- 1 
« mies (2), he non-pluſs'd ſome Adverſaries of | © 

&« his own Religion (3). 5 ; 
« ONE of 4 penetrating, ſublime, and juſt | *© 
« Wit (4), who, in ſpite of the Darkneſs of re- F ” 
& moteſt Antiquity, unveil'd the Cuſtoms of Ages 4 « 
WF « paſt, was directly ſet up againſt this great Man; 1 
% and though they could not agree, yet each of | * 
% themacknowledg'd, that, had there been a Poſ- a 
&« ſibility of Reconcilement, the Aſſiſtance of others 1 
« would have been altogether unneceſſary, ſince #3 * 
% they themſelves were the only Perſons capable g © 

© to convince one another. ” | F 
« MUCH about this Time, France produced 3 ; 

« ſeveral other great Men; a Biſhop (5), an e- 

„ cellent 1 


(1) Arnauld, (2) Proteſtants. (3) Jeſuits, (4) claude. 
E (5) Biſhop of Meaux. 


2 . 4 Be % 
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„ cellent Orator, a good Hiſtorian, and a ſubtle 
„ Theologian, forced the moſt inveterate of his 
Enemies to do Juſtice to his Merit: Another 
„ Prelate (1), whoſe Candour, Virtue, and Ho- 
„ neſty equalled his Knowledge, laid down Leſ- 
« ſons for the Education of Kings, and the Hap- 
„ pineſs of Subjects; he followed the Antients, 
but ſurpaſſed his Models, and was more origi- 
„ nal than thoſe whom he imitated. 

* A PHILOSOPHER (2) thruſt into two 
« little Volumes many more Secrets of Nature, 
e and phyſical Experiments, than a thouſand Years, 
Hand thouſands of huge Folio's had taught us; a 
« Diſciple to the Reſtorer of good Philoſophy (3), 
% and who, with the Help of his Maſter's Leſſons, 
has been able to explain the Cauſe of ancient 
“ Prejudices. 

« ANOTHER Metaphyſician (4) ſearched af- 
« ter Truth by profound Study; and if he did not 
% make a full and complete Diſcovery, at leaſt 
% he often perceived it, and ſtretched his Knows 
« ledge to the utmoſt Point that human Weak- 
« neſs can reach. 

« DURING the Time that theſe iluſtrious 
« Perſons flouriſhed in France, Holland poſſeſſed 
« Authors no ways inferior: The firſt (5) was 
« an univerſal Scholar, a profound Philoſopher, 
„% and an able Critick ; his Reputation, Sincerity, 
% and the Liberty of his Pen, raiſed up Enemies 
whom, by his Merit and Learning, he van- 
„ quiſhed; leaving only to ſome (6) the Shame of 
« having attack'd him, and, to others (7), the Grief 


of not being able to do him Hurt. 


ANOTHER Author (8) was an ingenious, 
„delicate, lively, and agreeable Critick. pe 
5 | | | 6 


(1) Archbiſhop of Cambray. (2) Nobault. (3) Des Cartes. 
(4) Malcbranche. (s) Bayle. (6) Furieu. (7) Faquelct, Ber- 
nard, and Le Cierc, (8) Baſnage de Beauval. 
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« A THIRD Writer (1) had the Art of bring- 
« ing the Proofs of Religion within the Compass 
« of the meaneſt Capacities; and was the firit 
e who durſt appeal to Reaſon, for the Truths ot 
« Revelation. | 

« ABOUT the Time that Death deprived Hol- 
« land of theſe great Men, Frazce ſuſtained an 
« equal Loſs; and tho? there ſtill remained ſome 
« who deſerved a diſtinguiſh'd Rank in the Re- 
« publick of Letters, yet the Number was but 
« ſmall: People were aſtoniſh'd at the Void which 
ce the Loſs of ſo many learned Men had occa- 
« ſioned, and Sciences ſeem'd to have loſt that 
« Brightneſs which enlighten'd the Minds; they 


« fancy'd, that when Deſtiny, one of the fatal 


„ Siſters, had carry'd off the few great Men re- 
&« maining, Nature could produce no more; but 
« Experience ſhewed them, in the Sequel, that if 
e every Age did not afford an equal Number of 
« great Men, yet ſtill the Succeſſion was not 
« quite extinct: In Fraxce, ſeveral learned Men 
« were diſtinguiſh'd for their Merit; and in Ho/- 
« land, there were ſtill ſome who ſhared in their 
« Predeceſſors Glory. 


« GRAVESANDE, a famous Philoſopher, 


« Diſciple and Rival to Neuton, has lately pub- 


„ liſhed an excellent Introduction to Philoſophy, 


« containing Metaphyſicks and Logick. 
„ BARBEIRAC, the learned Tranſlator of 
« Puffendorff and Grotins, has enriched the Re- 


«& publick of Letters with ſeveral uſeful Books. 


«LA CHAPELLE is the worthy Succeſſor 
« of the Dreliucourt's and Claude's; the Pertor- 
« mances dropp'd from his Pen are full of Eru- 


« dition, not at all loathſome; fo that he poſ- 


« ſeſſes all the Talents and rare Qualities of the 
« Learned, without their Faults. 


« ROUSSE T 


(1) Albadie. 


r 
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„% ROS SE x treats in a juſt, judicious, and 


« profound Manner, what regards roliticks and 


« the Intereits ot Princes, TIC. 

« THERE are allo in Holland, ſome Authors, 
i whoic Writings are valuable; but the Number 
cot the Learned is much inferior to Whit it was 


[twenty Years ago; not 10 indeed the Nuiber 


« of Writers; and it 'tis a Prout of Genius to 
« print Raplodes, never were there more Men of 
44 Wit. | 

« ONE, preſs by Poverty, compoſed a wretch- 
« ed Fertormanc<. “; he criticiſes a Book, the Au- 
« thor of which ought to have been piliory'd, and 
« his Criticiſm is worſe than the Work itlelf. 

« ANOTHER, wearied wich acting the Moun- 
« tebank, decorates himlelf with tie 1 itle ot Phy- 
« fictan + and fancies, that under the Shelter of 
ce his new Name, he has as good a I itle to plague 
« the Publick with his itupia Performances, us he 
c formerly did the Mob, when he was mounted 
« on a Stage, and dec claiming on the rare Qua- 
& lities of his divine Elixir. 

« AN old Maltotier F took it in his Head to 
% turn Author, and compoled ſome miltcrable 
« Stuff under the Title of, Memoirs, Hiſtorical and 
« Political; his Books were writ in the Latte and 
« Stile of La Serre and Neuf-Germain's Works. 

« ARUN-AWAY Monk, of St. /:&or, has 
&« had the Impudence to undertake the Continua- 
« tion of Rapin' s Hiſtory of Ezgland, with the Af 
« fiſtance of an out-law'd Comedian and a Jetuit 
« fled to Holland: What Good could be expected 
« from ſuch an Aſſociation? It has produced, 


* 


« what People of Senſe expected, the moſt det- 


„ picable 


* Atology againſt the Par:dy of Alcibiaces + The Author 


of Auecdotes on tHi/fory, Gallantry, and Liicretwre, f The Au- 
thor of em irs Hiſtorical and Political. Maltguer g lies a 
1 ax-;atherer, or an Excite-man, | 
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picable Libel. that has of a long Time appear'd ' 
Impudence, Ferfidiouineſs, and Ignorance, ſeem 
to contend in this Rapſody, which ſhall have 
the Honour of dilgracing molt Pages. 

« AN old Comedian, who from the Theatre 
had made a Jump to a great Man's Anti-cham- 


ber, as much wearied with the Poſt of Valet 


de Chambre, as he was diflatisfied with the ima- 
ginary Title of a Trojan or Raman Prince, com- 
menced Author ſome Years ago, and compo- 
{es Books in the ſame Manner that he tormerly 
copied his Part in Plays; that's to ſay, collects 
fome Paſſages of ſcveral Books, and of thoſe 
ſtolen Scraps makes a Raplody, to which he 
puts his Name. | 


Wr have a great many Authors in this Coun— 


try, who write tor Bread; Hunger and Thirſt 
are the Mules that inſpire them; fix Lines arc 
the Value of a Loaf, and their Kitchin is found- 
ed on the Number of Sheets that they dawb: 


The Bookſellers make a Shift to get them oft, 


good or bad, it's nothing to them it the publick 


Taſte ſhould be corrupted, or vitiated with ſuch 


inſipid Writings ; and they can't ſell white Pa- 
per to thoſe who are eternally calling for new 
Works; ſo that ſtiff and dry Romances, where 


. there's neither Conduct nor Character, Poetry 


which Apollo had no Hand in, and chimerical, 
incoherent Hiſtories, are greedily ſnapt away 
by thoſe Book-hunters. Such an Author may 
be found, who imagines that a Maſon's I rade 
and his are much of a Piece ; he rears up a Book 
as the other does a Wall, ſo many meaſur'd Feet, 


ſo many Crowns; ſo many Pages, ſo many þ 10- 3 
. rins :* The Maſon ſtints the Day's Work to 


three Fathom, and the Author his to three Sheets 
in Print, no Matter what, if his Paper is but 
filld. 1 flatter myſelf that the Books I have 

| | I « tent 
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& ſent you are not of the Number of thoſe writ 
„ in this Manner, having made Choice of none 


„but what I thought were good.” 

I DoN'T know, my dear Iſaac, if thou'lt be 
ſatis fied with the Pictures repreſented in this Dit- 
ſeration; I think Juſtice is done to the Authors 
{ometime ſince dead, but as thou haſt read a Part 
of their Works, thou'lt be able to judge tor thy 
ſelf; when thou haſt peruſed the new Books, let 
me know thy Sentiments. 

I BAVE often thought what might be the Rea- 
ſon that, under certain Reigns, many illuttrious 
Men lived, and under others but very few ; can it 
be that Nature exhauſts herſelf, and that Ages are 
required to prepare Matter fit for forming ſuch 
Heads as Des Cartes's, or Newton's? The Souls, 
can they be of different Qualities? 'I'0 maintain 
this, mult run us into Abſurdities: The Queſtion 
then is to know, it Trees grow bigger in certain 
Ages, than in others? Since Nature is always re— 
gular in her Operations, how came ſhe, for two 
thouſand Years, to forget the Method made uſe 
of in forming 'Sophocles and Luaripides's Brains? 
And does it not appear that ſhe ncver recollected 


- herſelf, till ſhe was framing thoſe of two famous 


F ry Poets *? 


WZE mult attribute to other Cauſes. than the 
Inability of Nature, the Want or Decay of Ge- 
nius; ſhe forms, in every Age, an equal Number 
of Perſons on whom ſhe beſtows the Faculty of 
attaining to the Grand and Sublime ; but tnele 
Talents muſt be cultivated: What can the moſt 
fertile Ground produce, if it lies fallow? The 
Mind is as a Field, producing no Grain but wha: 
is ſown in it. 1 told thee how Youth ſtudied, an! 
how little they profited by the Methods made uſt: 
ot : Beſides, Glory and Emulation are the Primus n 


Aue 


* Corneille and Racine, 
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Mobile of Sciences; and it the Deſire of immor- 
talizing one's felf is not ſupported with Praile, 
Rewards, and the publick Elteem, it langviſhes 
and dozes. 

UNDER the Reign of Loxis XIV. as in that 


of Augaſtus, Inequality betwixt a great Poet, or 


an excellent Hiſtorian, and a Man who can boalt 
of no other Merit, but that he can reckon up a 
numerous Race of Anceſtors, was unknown; 
Virtue and Science were recompenced without 
Regard to Rank; and the Monarch, a Lover ot 
Merit, made the obſcureſt and remotelt Places 
often feel the Effects of his Favour. The Court, 
that blind Mimick of the Prince's Vices and Ver— 
tacs, favour'd and cultivated Sciences, not, per- 
haps, becauſe they lov'd them. Under the pre- 
ſent Reign the Muſes have a Mecœnas in the So— 
vercign, who, as he inherits his Grandfather's Me- 


rit, is alſo his Succeflor in good 1 afte; but Wars, 
Hurry of Buſineſs, and Negociations, have put a 


Stop to the Progreſs of Arts. The Courtiers, 
whoſe Minds run upon nothing but Horſes, Ar- 
mour, Sieges and Battles “, have forgot that the 
oreatelt Roman Captain was the molt learned 0. 
the Republick. The Eccleſiaſticks, involved in 
vain Diſputes, are wholly taken up about WII 
tings uſcleſs for the Inſtruction of Poſterity, as 
they are tireſome to all People of Senſe now li- 

ing. Good Taſte is almoſt loſt, but Peace, Union 
and Tranquility, will no doubt recover it. 

IAK E care of thy Health, dear J/aac, and let 
us join in deploring the Viciſſitudes of Sciences. 


Paris, * 


This Letter was writ duri ing the Campaign which folloved 
tne Siege of Liu; 5. U . 


LETTER 
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AARON MoxcEeca 7 Jacos Briro, 

READ, with Pleaſure, thy Letter, my dear 


Jacob, and found the Parallel betwixt ancient 
and modern Rome very judicious; thou might it have 


puſh'd it further, by comparing it's pretent Spirt- 


tual Power in Europe to it's former Soverciguty. 
One of the Literati here advanced a very ſingular 
Opinion on this Subject; he pretends that when 
Rome was founded, a Paliſman was placed under 
Ground in the Middle of the City, which aflures 
it of a perpetual Power over Europe, while the 


Charm ſubſiſts; and that as the [alilinan has not 


been removed, nor dettroyed, during the Sackings 
or Conflagrations of Rome, it has always recover'd 
u's Authority over the greateſt Part of the Euro- 
pean Nations. I oppoſed to theſe Reaſons the 
Difference of the Sovereignty of the ancient K 
mans to that of the Moderns, he anſwer'd, that 
the Taliſman did not regulate the Sort of Power, 


but only aſſured a Sovereign Authority, and that 


none could deny but the Pontite had that real Au- 
thority over the Nazarexe States in the all- power 
ful Spirituality which they allowed him, and in 
that the greateſt Kings, ſubjected to certain Priu— 
ciples of Religion, and to certain Cuſtoms, were 
under an abſolute Neceflity of complying, and 
from which nothing but his Permiſſion could give 


a Diſpenſation. As the learned Gentleman, who 


mantain'd the Reality of the pretended I aliſman, 
3 appear'd 
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appear'd tobe very much perſuaded of his Opi- 
nion, I thought it was neceſſary to have Recourſe 


to more philoſophical Reaſons to convince him 
of his Error. 


I HAVE ſeen, my dear Jacob, many People who | 


were perfectly perſuaded of the Power and Ver- 
tucs cf theſe Taliſmans: Many of our Rabbies 
have ſeem'd to fayour that Opinion, of which 
und Philoſophy eaſily proves the Falſhood; and 
{ think it will be no difficult Thing to prove evi- 
dently the Truth of my Sentiment. 

Ir is a certain Principle, that Matter alone can 
act upon Matter; I paſs by the incomprehenſible 
Myſtery of the Soul's acting upon the Body, of 
which I think the Power ought to be attributed to 
a perpetual Miracle of the Author of Nature. 
Now, if the Principle, that a Body cannot be 
put into Motion, but by the Impulſion of another 
Body, be ev ident, how is it poſſible that a Thing 
which can do nothing, that has no Power over 
another, can communicate any Property to it? 
That a Taliſmam, a Charm, an Enchantment, may 
act, it muſt have a Power of diſpoſing the 1 hing, 
on which it is to act, to make ſuch or ſuch a 
Motion. How then can a Bit of Clay, or Cop- 
per, of a Hand's Breadth, on which are engraved 
fome fantaſtical Spells, have an Impreſſion on a 
Freachmaa at three hundred Leagues Diſtance, and 
infpire him with that Humility, or with that Obe- 
dience, which he neceſſarily owes to the Pon- 
tive's Orders ? 


BESIDES, it's. not enough, For rendering the 


Enchantment effectual, that Matter acts upon Mat- 
ter; the Charm mult allo have a Power to direct 
the Intention, and to diſpoſe the Mind to Obe- 
dience, which is abſurd to advance; for the pre- 
tended Love-Potions which certain Quacks give, 


that hey may. pals for Conjurers, can never have 
uc 
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ſuch Influence on the Soul, as to determine it's 
Will. Thoſe Wretches prepare Potions which, 
by heating the Blood, diſpoſe the Spirits to Love, 
and excite to Concupiſcence. We have ſeveral 
Plants, ſeveral Animals, of which the Moi- 
{ture and Juice will cauſe Agitations in us, but 
then the Perſons who make uſe of them feel 
no Diſpoſition to one Object more than another : 
It often, indeed, happens, that a Woman who has 
been induced to drink of thoſe pretended Philters, 
yields to a Lover; and the Reaſon is evident : 


When the Situation of the Body is ſuch, that the 


Soul enjoys not the full Liberty of acting, the 


Mind naturally bears to the Objects that are moſt 
endearing: The State to which thoſe Liquors re- 


duce, being a kind of Sleep, we have always pre- 


ſent to our Imagination the Ideas with which we 


are commonly moſt affected, as Dreams often 
preſent the Objects which employ our TI houghts 
when awake. | 

IF Philters could determine the Will of Man, 
it would neceſſarily follow, that thoſe who knew 
their Compoſition, muſt have a Power reſerved 
to God alone; they would be Maſters of Nature, 
and Diſpenſers of Good and Evil; ſince a Mau 
could not be accountable for Actions to winch 
he is abſolutely forced, and to which his Soul is 


determined by a ſuperior Power : Beſides, humanly 


ſpeaking, Matter cannot act but upon Matter; 
thus, Philters can't directly influence the Will; 
they may well (in moving the Springs of the Body, 
betwixt which and the Soul. Nature has cemented 
a Correſpondence) make it dull and heavy, feel 
Pain, and, in ſhort, Senſations: of ail Kinds, but 
ſtill indire&ly, and by Means alone of the Budy 
on which they act; therefore, as they are only Se- 
cundaries, that can do nothing without the A tit- 
ſtance of another Spring, it would be ridiculous 
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to aſſert that they can have more Power than it; 
and I ſcarce can believe any Mortal thinks that 
our Body and Organs determine our Will. 

IF it muſt be allowed then that Philters cannot 
determine the Soul, much leſs, can Taliſmans, 
ſince they act not materially, nor have the Ad- 
vantages of other Charms: What Power has the 
Figure of a Triangle, or a particular Diſpoſition 
of certain Letters upon Matter? What Influence, 
what Impulſion, can all the AÆgyptian Hierogly- | 
phicks have on a Man's Brain? Truly, my dear 
Br:z9, when 1 reflect on the Chimera's and Errors 
of the Cabaliits, nothing appears more ridiculous 
than their Opinions. | | 

IHE Followers of Judicial Aſtrology are alſo 
People fed with Chimera's, and full of Whims : 
If this Art was true, Nature muſt have tied up 
hel own Hands, and ours into the Bargain; all 
our Motions would be writ in the Heavens, and 
all Freedom taken from us; we ſhould be necet- - 
ſitated to Evil as to Good; and obliged abſolutely 
to perform what is contained in the pretended Re- 
giſter of the Stars, or otherwiſe the Book muſt be 
talſe, and the Diviner's Knowledge doubtful. 
Ou Fate depends on Places, Perſons, Times, 

our own Wills, and not on the chimerical Con- 
junctions of Quacks and Cheats. T'wo Men are 
born under the ſame Planet, the one a Labourer, 
the other a Sovereign: What Reaſon can be afſign'd 
for this Difference? Jupiter thought fit it ſhould 
be ſo, will an Aſtrologer directly anſwer. But 
what is Japiter? A Body without Knowledge, and 
which cannot act but by its Influence. Wnence 
comes it then that at the ſame preciſe I ume, and 
in the ſame Climate, it acts ſo differently? How 
can this Influence take Place? How pierce thro' 
the vaſt Extent of Air? An Atom, the minuteſt 
Portion of Matter, ſtops, diverts, diminiſhes theſe 
I _ pretended 
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Planets to ſend us. On the other Hand it may 


Air, force all reſiſting Matter, and correſpond 
with the Vivacity of our Paſſions, from whence 


the Stars regulate our Sentiments and Actions, 
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pretended Particles, which they would have the 


be ask'd, If the Planets have a conſtant Influence, 
or only on ſome Occaſions ? if it's only in certain 
Moments, and when the detached Particles hap- 
pen to meet with us, how can the Aſtrologer know 
the preciſe Time, on which this happens, to judge 
of their Effect? and if the Influences are continual, 
how do they with ſuch Quicknels pierce through 


ſpring the principal Actions. of our Lite? for if 


their Influences muſt act with the ſame Rapidity, 
as our Will determin'd by them.. | 

TRULY, my dear Jacob, it aſtoniſhes me that 
there ſhould be Men ſo weak, as to give into ſuch 
ridiculous Viſions: Theſe Fortune-I ellers ought 
to be baniſhed all well govern'd States ; and theſe 
pretended Magicians ſeverely puniihed, as Abuſers 
of the credulous People, and Initillers of Super- 
ſtitions, contrary to Reaſon and the publick Tran- 
quility*. Some of thoſe Wretches have been per- 
ſuaded, that the Impoſtures which they ſpread about, 
were real Truths; ſo that they were the Bubbles 
of their own Credulity. 

GASSENDI was an Eye-witneſs to the Delu- 
ſion of one of theſe pretended Magicians : This 
Philoſopher, in a Village where he uiually retired, 
to recreate himſelf, after the Fatigue oi Study, per- 
ceived a Crowd of Peaſants conducting a Shepherd 
tied and bound: Curioſity made hun enquire what 
this Man, whom they were carrying to Priſon, had 


done? „ Sir, aniwer'd one of them, he's a Sor- 


&« cerer; we have arreſted him, and are now go- 
« ing to deliver him up to Juſtice.” 
THe 


* Genus hominum, potentibus infidum, ſperantibus fallax, 
Tacit, Hiftar, Lib. 1. 
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THE Word Sorcerer awaked Gaſſendi's Philo- 
ſophical Ideas; it was an agreeable Pleaſure to 
him, to have an Opportunity of examining, by 
himſelf, the Fables which are told of thoſe Im- 
poſtors: He ordered the Peaſants to condutt the 
Priſoner to his Houſe, and to leave him under his 
Charge: As he had great Authority over the People 
of this Village, they made no Difficulty to obey. 
% Friend, ſaid he to the Sorcerer, when they were 
e by themſelves, thou muſt tell me plainly it thou 
& haſt made any Pact with the Devil? if thou'lt 
« confeſs thy Crime, I'll ſet thee at Liberty; but 
&« if thou art obſtinately ſilent, I will deliver thee 
« up to the Sheriff.“ Sir, anſwered the Shepherd, 
&« 1 confeſs that I go every Day to the Nightly 
% Meetings of the Sorcerers; one of my Friends 
„gave me the Balm which is to be ſwallow'd 
% down, and I have been of the Society for near 
te three Years.” Gaſſendi informed himſelf parti- 
cularly of the Reception of the pretended Magi- 
cian, who ſpoke of all the Demons, as if he had 
been amongſt them all his Life. Now, ſays 
« Gaſſendi, thou muſt ſhew me the Drug which 
e thou takeſt to go to the infernal Aſſembly, for 


„ depends on you, anſwer'd the Shepherd; if you 
% incline, I will conduct you immediately after 
© the Clock ſtrikes Twelve. 

WHEN the Hour approach'd, * Come, ſays 
& Caſſendi, it's now Time to prepare for our De- 
% parture.” The Magician pulled a Box out 
of his Pocket, in which was a Sort of Opiate : 
He took out about the Bigneſs of a Nut for him- 
ſelf, and gave the ſame Gaanity to-the Philoſo- 


pher, deſiring him to ſwallow it, and lye down 
under the Chimney ; aſſuring him that, in a little 
Time, a Demon would appear, under the Form 
of a large Cat, and tranſport him to the Conven- 
85 tion; 


0 reſolve this Evening to accompany thee.” That 
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tion; theſe being the uſual Horſes which the Sor» 
cerers mounted. - | 7 
'GASSEND1, having received the Ointment, 
pretended that he could not take it till it was wrapt 
up in ſomething; ſo went into a Cloſet, took a 
little Bit of Preſerves out of a Pot, cover'd it with _ 
a Wafer, and, returning, told the Shepherd that 
he was now ready to follow him. Let us ſtretch 
ourſelves on the Floor, anſwered the Magician, 
and in that Attitude take our Balm: No ſooner 
ſaid than done, the Philoſopher ſwallowed the 
Sweet-meats, and the Sorcerer his uſual Drug : 


In a few Minutes he appeared like one ſtupified, 
or mortally drunk, and at laſt felt aſleep; during 


which he utter'd a thouſand extravagant Things, 
converſing with all the Devils, and his Comrades, 
whom he ſuppoſed to be Magicians as himſelf. 
After four or five Hours Sleep, he awoke and 
found-himſelt in the ſame Place where he had taken 
his Drug. Well, ſaid he to Gaſſendi, you ought 
« to be ſatisfied with the Manner that the Goat 
« received you, to have been, admitted, the firſt 
% Day of your Reception; to Kits his Poſteriors 
« is no ſmall Honour.” After which he recount- 
ed a great many extravagant Things about-their 


pretended Meetings. 


GASSEN DI, touch'd with the State of this 
poor Wretch, undeceived him, by cauſing a Dog, 
in his Preſence, to ſwallow the Balm, which mace 


= him' very ſoon fall a ſleep. The Shepherd was ſet 


at Liberty, and, probably, undeceived his Bre- 
thren, who believed the ſame Impoſtures. _ 
"FORMERLY thoſe imaginary Magicians were 
burnt in France: The Prieſts, who pretended to 
the whole Right of exorciſing Devils, and to whom 


this Power gave great Credit, favour'd this cruel 


Cuſtom: Nothing was to be ſeen, or heard of, 


but Enchantments, and People poſſeſſed with evil 


Spirits; 


DM 
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Spirits; and one would have thought that they 
were in the Days of the Amadis's. , By Degrees 
the Illuſion was diſcovered ; the Cloud that dark- 
ened Truth diſappeared, and no more Faith was 
given to theſe Cheats: Several Parliaments aſſerted 
in their Deciſions, that there were no Sorcerers ; 
and when they judged any of thoſe Impoſters, 
they puniſhed them as Cheats, and not as Magi- 
c1ans ; and this Conduct opened many Peoples 
Eyes, ſo that actually the Reputation of Aſtrolo- 
gers, and Fortune-Tellers, is of no Account, but 
with ſome ſimple Women, and the meaner Sort 
of the People. . dd, 
DEAR Jacob, preſerve thy Health; and let us 
Jointly deplore the Imbecility of the Vulgar. 
JJ; 35, 
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LETTER XXI. 


AARON MONCECA 70 JACOB BRITO, 


[ FULLY anſwered the firſt Articles of thy laſt 
1 Letter, and ſhall now communicate my Thopghts 


ön the others. e ee 
If thou wert a Reſidenter at Paris, and knew'ſt 
the Behaviour and Manners of the Opera-Women, 
thou would'ſt not condemn the Roman, for not 
ſuffering them to appear on the Stage: Thou ex- 
claimeſt againſt three hundred Curtezans at Rome, 
and againſt the Barbarity of rendering Men inca- 
pable of propagating their Species, for the Sake 
of a fine Voice, and®*to ſupply the Want of Sing- 
ing-Women :, I don't approve of We 
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but I do maintain that they are leſs prejudicial to 
the State than Opera-Girls ; two Dancing or Cho- 
rus- Women occaſion more Trouble, more Scan- 
dal, more Bankruptcies among Merchants, more 
Expences to Men of Quality, and more Sharping 

and Cheating among many Citizens Children, than 
the three hundred Curtezans that thou ſo bitterly 
exclaim'lt againſt; and if thou but reflecteſt ſeri- 
ouſly on what I tell thee, thou'lt eaſily perceive 
the I'ruth. & 

Wuo are the People that frequent the publick 
Women of Longare and Serena Streets? Few 
that are capable to make any Figure, or that 
are of a diſtinguiſh'd Rank, debaſe themſelves ſo 


far as to be hurry'd to ſuch Exceſſes; if they 


happen, in a Whim, to go to any ſuch Houſes, 
their Stay is ſo ſhort, that it can neither do Hurt 
to their Reputation, or their Pockets. Perſons 
of a mean Birth, and ſome debauched Tradeſ- 
men, may be caught in their Snares; and even 
this but ſeldom happens; the Horror which the 


infamous Trade of Curtezan inſpires, is a Pre- 


ſervative againſt their attractive Charms: The 
Idea which the Publick has of their Character, ren- 
ders them leſs hurtful to Society: Men generally 
hate Vice, that cannot cover itſelf with the Ap- 
pearance of Virtue: Diſſimulation and Artifice 


are the diſtinguiſhing Talents of Opera-Girls ; and 


their Profeſſions give them Acceſs to good Com- 
pany : They know how, by a ſtudied Behaviour, 
and an Air of Modeſty, to cover a Heart devour'd 
with the Love of Riches, and ſtripp'd of all Sen- 
timents of Virtue, which they look upon to be 
an importunate Conſtraint ; their Manners are 
genteel and amiable, and Vice, with them, is like 


a Serpent hid in a Basket of lowers: Thoſe, 


whom a long Experience has inſtructed in ther 
Maxims, are not to be caught with theſe exterior 
Attractives; 
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Attractives; they are too well! acquainted With 
their poiſonous Hearts, to be bubbled, by their Ar- 
tifices ; but Numbers of young Men, without Ex- 
perience, and old Dotards, give into the Snares 
laid for them; ſo much the more difficult to a- 
void, in that theſe Women have the Art to aſſume 
What Character they think moſt fiting for their 
Purpoſes ; ſo that Proteus could not put himſelf 
into more different Shapes, than an Opera-Girl ; 
Has the a Plot upon ſome old Fellow, ſhe attects 
to deſpiſe. all young Folks, exclaims againſt the 
Imprudence of Women. who abandon themſelves 
to the Indiſcretion of a giddy-headed Youth, ex- 
tols the Prudence of a Man who is come to the 
Years of Diſcretion, and proteſts that her Heart 
could not be touched but by one whoſe Years 
had; ripened his Judgment. 

W ou LD ſhe, on the other Hand, make a Con- 
queſt of a Beau, whoever has paſſed T hirty, is to 


her an Object of Raillery: Youth alone has a 
Right to pleaſe; how is it poſſible to love any 
Thing that's old? what Reliſh has a ſixty Year old 


Lover? in ſhort, ſhe ſings, dances, and toys; and 
one would think that Cupid and the Graces had 
fixed their Abode with her. 

H As ſhe a rich Partiſan in View, it's a new De- 
coration ; every Man that's not rich, is ber Horror : 
What fi gnifies,“ ſays ſhe to a Farmer-General, 
from whom ſhe draws Sums, “ the Friendthip of 
young Lords, to undo a Woman's Reputation, 


and to beggar her, in place of giving her ' 


Maintenance? Can a Woman of common Senſe 
« love a Man becauſe he's often with the King, 


« is a Colonel, and makes a handſome Bow ? I 


« proteſt, added ſhe, that one is much more at- 
« fected with the good Manners of a Man who 
« knows to give genteely, and to turniſh thoſe 
6 Conveniencies that make Life happy.“ 
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Tuo ſee'ſt, my dear Brito, how difficult it 
is to avoid being deceived by theſe dangerous 8y- 
rens; they have greater Advantages than thoſe of 
the Fable, ſince they charm by the Eyes, as well 
as by the Ears; when a Man is ſo unhappy as to 
fall into the Traps of theſe Inchantretles, he's 
loſt; being incloſed in a Labyrinth from whence 
there's no Out-let : Cunning, Deceit, falſe Oaths, 
Hypocriſy, feigned Deſpair, falſe Allurance of 
eternal Love, are ſo many Windings, through 
which he can't find his Way. 

THE Talent of retaining Hearts, in their 


Chains, is reſerved to Opera- -Dames : do they per- 


ceive that Enjoyment and Tranquility flacken a 


Lover's Fondneſs? they give him a Dole of Jea- 


louſy, but fo prepared, that they're not ſo afraid 
of his Anger, as of his Inconſtancy; do ney ima- 
gine that their Lovers ſuſpect their Fidelity? they 


are directly drown'd in a Flood of Lears, and 
the ſtrongeſt Imprecations become Guarantees of 


their Love; if they ſee that their I'cars produce 


not the Effect which they propoled to themſelves, 
they jump, as it were, into Fits of Deſpair ; 


one would think their Lives in danger, and the 
Fury, with which they are animated, much to be 
dreaded: A Lover cannot poſſibly withſtand the 


Marks of ſuch a violent Paſſion ; he's eaſily ſof- 


ten'd, acknowledges he was in the Wrong, and 


adds new Chains to the former. 


THE Opera-Girls excel alſo in the Art of ruin- 
ing their Lovers, by the Preſents which they exact; 


this is a Science which they are intirely Miitreſles , 


of; they have made, of their Extorſions and Ra- 
Pines, an Art which has its Rules : The old Sing- 
ers, in the Chorus, are the Protefiors who teach 
the New - comers "their Precepts and Maxims 
When they would have a Diamond, a Gown, 
a Head-duit of fine 1 they artfully e 

ä the 
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the Jewels, or Clothes, belonging to ſome of 
their Friends. The Marquis of *****, ſay they, 
« has made Miſs Hermance a Preſent of a Dia- 
„ mond; and the Count of ***** has ore Miſs 
« Campourſi a rich and coſtlyGown ; theſe Women 
« aie truly happy; I know not if it's their Fid e- 
 « lity that's thus rewarded, but were their Affec- 
te tion valued at a juſt Price, I believe their Lovers 
„ might diſpeuſe with making them ſuch Preſents.” 

A Man, very amorous, and afraid to be diſ- 
carded, eaſily conceives the Meaning of this Diſ- 
courſe; and, next Day, ſends his Belle a Gown 
of the ſame Stuff, with Campourſi's, which is a 
Precedent for all the Stage-Ladies, and becomes 


A general Tax, impoſed upon. the whole Corps ot 


Lovers; nevertheleſs the Expence which they're 
at lays no Tie upon the Hearts of thoſe Creatures; 
when Occaſion offers, any Man, who is liberal, 
has Acceſs to their Favours, when they can be— 
ſtow them without the Knowledge of their Ado- 
ters, being unwilling to loſe a conſtant Income, 
for a tranſient Gain; but when they are aſſured 
of Secrecy, or think themſelves ſafe, a Bargain is 
tpeedily concluded. 

Miss Prevot, a famous Dancer, had a Lover 
of a diltinguiſhed Rank, who loaded her with Fa- 


vours: A Country Squire, lately arrived at Paris, 


Jaw her at the Opera, and fell deſperately in Love 
with her; he went daily to ſee the Object of all 
his Wiſhes dance on the Stage, and daily his Wound 
increaſed, ſo that in a little Time he was reduced 
to a pitiful State; he ſhun'd all Company, that 
nothing might diſturb his Thoughts from his Ado- 
rable, and had no Comfort, but in the Expectation 
of that happy Moment when this Angel was to 


make her Appearance; and when he lolt Sight of 


her, he gave himſelf up to the deepeſt Melancholly : 
One of his Friends was importunate to know 


what 
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what was the Matter with him; and as it's a Sort 
of Eaſe to reveal ones Misfortuncs to an inti- 
mate Friend, he contetled that Love was his Tor- 


ment, and Prevot his I'ormenter ; adding, that: 


the Impoſſibility of his ever being happy, made 
Lite a Burthen to bim. „ Take Courage, laid 


& his Friend, your Diltemper is not incurable; 


you can't, 'tis true, pretend to the ole Pollet- 
„ {ion of your Miſtreſs, kept by a Man of Qua- 
lity, but it you can reſolve to purchale one 
“ Night's Lodging, at the Rate of a hundred 
“% Guineas, I fancy your Raviſher will take Pity 
« on you: I'm acquainted with oue of the A&- 
ee refles, Who is her Friend; I o-morrow I will 
„talk to her, and am hopeful that Matters may 
e be made up to your Satisfaction.” Ihe Squire 
agreed to all, the Negociation was commenced, 
and, by the Dexterity of the artful Confident, cu- 
couraged with the Proſpect of halt a Dozen Ficces 
promiſed, brought to a happy Iſſue, to the Satis- 
faction of all Parties: The Dancer with the hun- 
dred good Guineas, and the Lover with free and 
uninterrupted Poſſeſſion, from Nine at Night till 
the ſame Hour next Morning; alter which he re- 


turned to the Country as happy as a King. The 


Succeſs of this Adventure tempted the Nymph 
to make other Experiments of this Kind ſo tre- 
quently, that her Keeper, who had his Spics, was 
informed of her Infidelity, and abandoned her; 


ſhe did all that was poſſible to recal-him; and 


finding that nothing would do, had the Impudence 
to ſue him for the Recovery of certain Sums, 
which ſhe pretended were due to her; but the In- 
tereſt and Credit of her Lover, ſtopp'd the Pro- 
greſs of this extraordinary Proſecution, and alter- 
wards, by the Interpoſition of ſome Friends, tic 
Affair was made up and ſtifled. 2 
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Tuc mult allow, that the Courtezans at Rome 
ſet no ſuch Springs a going; one Opera-Girl raiſes 
more Scandal, and commits more fil ching Tricks, 


than the whole Body of them put together. Hap- 


py they who have no Commerce with ſuch be- 
witching Creatures, and whoſe Morals are not 
corrupted by their Company. 
FAREWEL, my dear Brito; if thou makeſt 
any longer Stay at Rome, let me hear from thee. 
Paris, | 
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LETTER XXII. 
AARON MONCECA f IS AAC Onis. 


GAvE thee a particular Account, in my laſt 
Letter, of the different States of this Country, 
and endeavoured to give thee an exact Idea of the 
Clergy, the Magiſtrates, the Farmers of the Re- 
venues, and the common People; I ſhall now 


entertain thee on the Subject of the Nobility and 


Courtiers; but, as my thort Reſidence at Paris 


has not afforded me a thorough Knowledge of the 


Court, I thought it adviſable to conſult my Friend, 


the Chevalier de Maiſin, on a Matter ſo delicate, 
and in which a Stranger is ſo apt to be miſtaken ; 


and therefore J begg'd that he would be pleaſed 
to fayour me with his Sentiments, which he has 


done in a Memorial, to me very new, who al- 
ways look'd upon the Character of a Courtier as 
a Thing impenetrable, and who cannot go into 
bis Opinion, that it's as eaſy to read into the 


Heart of the moſt refinded Courtier, as into that 


of 
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of a ſimple Citizen; but I ſend thee his Memorial, 
that thou may judge for thyſelf. 


REFLECTIONS h the CHARACTERS of 


COURTIERS. 


« *1'1S the general Opinion, at Paris, that the 


Court is not to be known, but by laborious 


Study, and a perfect Acquaintance with its 
Ways. A Burgher of St. Denis-Street fancies, 
that the Heart of a Man, who lives at /erjarlles, 


who is often in the Royal Preſence, and talks 


with the Miniſter, is as unpenetrable as the molt 
hidden Secrets of Nature; he hears it conſtantly 
{faid, that Diſlimulation is the Courticr's pecu- 
liar T alent, and (as he's ignorant how ealy a 
Matter it is, when we know Vicn, to diſcover 
the Paſſions by which they are way ' d) imagines 

that there's no penetrating through this thin Dit- 


guiſe. OS 
« SEVERAT, Perſons, who know nothing of 


the Court, but by Hear-ſay, or by the general 
Pictures drawn in ſome Books which they bave 
read, are equally guilty of this Miſtake; but a 
ſhort Experience diſcovers its Maxims, and lays 
open the Characters of thoſe that compoſe it. 
„Ir is with Courtiers as with other Men, 
Nature has not formed their Bodics of a differ- 
ent Clay, nor do their Souls ſpring from a 
purer Scource; Education has poliſh'd the Out- 
ſide, but the Internal is the ſame. 
« THE Town ſhares in the Vices and Virtues 
of the Court; and whatever Form, Paſſions may 
aſſume, they can't eſcape the Philoſopher's Pe— 
netration. 
« To have a juſt Idea of the Court, we muſt 
place it in two different Lights, and then we 
eaſily perceive that what appears to be an im- 
9 pe netrable 
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penetrable Myſtery, is the Effect of Prejudice, 
which, repreſenting Things above the Reach of 
common Underſtanding, diſcourages our En- 
quiry. 

„ ViRTUE, Merit, Science, and Wit, ſhall 
have the firſt Place in my Examination; and 
next I ſhall take a View of the oppoſite Vices, 
trom which will reſult a Proof of the perfect 
Reſemblance amongſt Men, in whatſoever State 
Heaven has placed them; and from the Whole 
we may conclude, that the Courtier's Character 
1s defineable, as well as the private Man's. 

« CARE is taken to inſpire all the French, 
born above the common Rank, with the ſame 
Sentiments: Their Parents and Preceptors are 
conſtantly ſounding in their Ears, that Honour 
is the moſt valuable Advantage; that Riches can 
never repair the Lofs of Reputation; that Death 
is preferable to a diſhonourable Life; and that 


a Man of Worth, and a good Subject, mult 


love his King and Country. A Country Gen- 
tleman, in explaining theſe Maxims to his Son, 
is not ſo retin'd and polite, in the Choice of 
Terms, as a young Duke or Peer's Governor ; 
but he repeats themoftner, and is perhaps more 
careful to have them put in Practiſe. I'wo 
hundred thouſand Livers, yearly Rent, to which 
the Duke is Heir, is no prevailing Motive to 
give him a better Relith for thoſe ſalutary In- 
ſtructions, than the Nobleman who has but a 
Conipetency, and who looks upon Virtue as a 
Part of his Fortune: Thus Temper alone de- 


cides which of the two ſhall acquire molt Merit. 


« AS to Wit and Learning, the Courtier, how- 
ever ri-h, has no Advantage over a private Man: 


A Citizen cauſes his Son to ſtudy under the ableſt 


Roctoiicians in the Kingdom without any Coſt, 


the publick Schools being open to all. The 


Livelineſs 
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Livelineſs of Genius, the Diſpoſition to Learn— 
ing, are the only Things that diſpoſe a young 
Man to make a ſucceſsful Progreſs in the Bel- 
les Lettres: Ten Philoſophers will never be 
able to make a Geometrician of a ſtupid Mar- 
quis; and many Maſters have made ingenious 
— of a Cobler's *, and Haberdaſher of Hats +, 
ons. * 
«© CONSIDERING the Commodities which 
Fathers have in this Kingdom, for the Inſtruc— 
tion of their Children, I can't allow mylelt to 
think that Education can be brought as an Ar- 


gument to prove, that a Courtier has more Merit 


and Science than a private Man, who never ſaw 
the King, nor the Miniſters ; if this Fact can be 
eſtabliſhed, the Prepoſſeſſion of more Wit and 
more Delicacy to be found at Court, than in 
the City, cannot ſtand; and it muſt be allowed 
that a Man's Taſte, improven by good Books, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of an able Maſter, to give 


it the finiſhing l'ouch, has no Occaſion to dance 


Attendance tor {ix Hours every Morning, in a 
Miniſter's Anti-chamber, to ſhew his e 
after Dinner, at the Tailleries, and to act the 
Fop at Night in the Players Dreſſing-Room; 
Experience is the beſt Miltreſs to ſhew what 
Evidence this Poſition bears. 


«© AMONG the ſuperior Genius's, and eminent 
Men, who appeared in Louis XIVth's Reign, 


not only in Literature, but in the Art of War, 
Polterity will ſcarce know the Names of five 
or fix who, born in a high Rank, owcd their 
Grandeur only to their Birth; but in remoteſt 
Ages, the Actions of the great Conde will be 
read with »ſtoniſnment, Z7xroane's admirable 
Conduct look'd into with Care, and the Dake 
of Vendome prophſed as a Vaticrn 101 lay it Ve 

6&& at 
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% But then we may put in the oppoſite Scale, to 
% thoſe few immortal Heroes, that Crowd of 
great Men, who raiſed themſelves intirely by 
« their Merit; ſuch as Catinat, Vauban, Lauba- 
« mie, Louvois, Collert, and in fine, the Marſhal 


Villars, as uſeful to France, as HannibaPs Van- 


% quiſher was to his Country. 5 
« IF*from Virtue and Valour we paſs to Ge- 


© nius, ſcarce will we find two Writers at Court: 


„Shall Baſſy, and Rochefoucolt, ballance Corneille, 
% Bozlean, .. La Fountaine, Moliere, La Bru- 
&« yere, Fontanelle, Renard, and many others, whoſe 
„Names alone would form a Volume, only 


« mentioning thoſe who have treated of Matters 


« relating to the Belles Lettres? 
_ © NoxE' can pretend that thoſe Authors formed 
their Genius at Court; they are indebted to them- 


„ ſelves only, and to their own Talents. When 


« Corneille compoſed the Cid, the Horace's, Cin- 
na, and Pompey, and extricated the French Stage 
„ from the Confufion under which it laboured, 


% he conſulted the Latin Authors, ſtudied the Au- 


« guſtau Wits, and diſpiſed the modiſh Petit-Maitre 


«© Genius. MRacixze formed the Plans of moſt of 


his Tragedies from Sophecles, and Euripides; 
„and if he knew fo well to move and touch the 
„Heart, he was very ſenſible that he owed this 
& Talent to Nature. Moliere was more obliged 
„to the Court for many Originals with which 


it furniſhed him; but the City was not wanting, 
„ fince his beſt Pieces are modelled on private 


„Mens Characters in Paris, and other Parts of 
% the Kingdom; ſuch as his Tartuffe, L'ecole des 
„ Femmes, Les precieuſes Kidicules, Les Femmes 
© Savantes. =, 
„Wir is the Gift of Heaven, which neither 
„% Birth nor Quality can purchaſe for thoſe on 


e whom God has not thought fit to beſtow it; fo 


s that 


Py 
wm 


Jewisn LETTERS. 173 


that when a Citizen has had a ſuitable Educa- 
tion, when he has been trained up by People of 
a ſolid and delicate Taſte, what ſhould hinder 
him from reaping as much Benefit from his 
Maſter's Leſſons, as the Son of a King? and 
thus Genius and Merit are not reſtricted to a 


certain Claſs of Men, but equally the Privilege 


of many. 

« LET us now ſee if the Man of Quality has 
the Advantage of being leſs liable to Vice. I 
have already made it appear, at the Beginning of 


theſe Reflections, that, by the Principles inſpir'd 


into Youth, the ſame Precepts are explained 
and recommended to the Burghers, as to the 
Nobility; ſo that it only now remains to en- 
quire which of the States are molt expoſed to 
1 emptation. 

„ A PARISIAN, who lives contented in his 
own Houle, on the moderate Patrimony re- 
ceived from his Anceſtors, and who is neither 
pititully ſordid, nor extravagantly laviſh, is he 
in the ſame Danger of going a- ſtray, as a Noble- 
man, whole yearly Revenue of an hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns is not ſufficient for ſix Months Ex- 


pences? He ſpends fiity thouſand Crowns more 


than his Income, and with immenſe Riches, is 


poorer than he who has but a thouſand Crowns, 


and can make it do. An honelt Competency is 
exempted from the Meaneſſes of Poverty, an 
the Extravagancies of Riches. | 


« A MAn who can reſtric himſelf, and be 


contented, deſpiſes that dignified Name, or Em- 


ployment, which gives a Privilege to refuſe the 


Payment of a juſt Debt; he has no Crowds of 
Taylors and Sadlers haunting him for Payment 
of their Bills, nor thirty Domeſticks, nouriſh'd 
with other Peoples Money, teazing him for 
their Wages; he ſcorns to flatter a Farmer» 

« General, 
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General, to ſhare in the Spoils of his Country, 
„ with which this blood-thirſty Leech is glutted. 

„If it be then true, that the Nobleman, with 
& all his Quality, has neither more Wit nor more 
& Virtue, than the plain Citizen, and that he is 
© more expoled to Paſſions, why ſhould we be at 
&« a Loſs to find him ont? Is it becauſe of that 
deep Diſſi mulation, ſaid to be the diſtinguiſhing 
& Talent of a Court? But is not the ſame Dit- 
« ſimulation found in the City? and, as in it, 
„Men are leſs influenc'd by Paſſions, one would 
„ think that they might the more eaſily lay a 
“ Conſtraint upon themſelves. = 

« NoTwiTHSTANDING the feigned Ca- 
“ reſſes, the repeated Embraces, and the finiſh'd 
« Complements, which the Courtiers beſtow on 
% each other, there's none of them but knows 
„e that they are meer Words of courſe, Court 
« Holy-water, thrown to deceive. Court-Difli- 
« mulation is rather the Effe& of Habit than of 
« Judgment; and ſuch a Man may be found, 
« who has the Character of a great Politician, 
« and who never knew how he acquired thatRe- 
« putation. In all States, Men are pretty much 
the ſame, conſequently, Philoſophers can eaſily 
4 ſee through the Veil that covers the ſecret Re- 
„ ceſles of a Nobleman's Heart; and I am of 
Opinion, that my Remarks, on their different 
« Characters, will be found to be juſt. 

« I DISTINGUISH the Courtiers into three 

« Claſſes; the firſt are to bereſpeQed; the ſecond 
« have but a moderate Genius; and the laſt have 
e nothing in common with other Men, but 
« Clothes, Equipages, and Domeſticks. 

© THE Number of the Nobility, endow'd with 
« diſtinguiſh'd Merit, is the leaſt conſiderable; yet 
there are ſeveral worthy of the general Eſteem, 
« whoare not intoxicated with vain Glory: They 

_ « confine 
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« confine not Wit and Merit to Birth; they culti- 
e yate the Belles Lettres, and eagerly court the Ap- 
« probation and Acquaintance of eminent Men. 

« ONE * of them applies himſelf to Philoſo— 
« phy: Learned only tor himſelf; and, careful to 
% conceal his Knowledge, he's, in his Cloſet, as 
„good a Metaphyſician, as a tender Lover with 
« his Miſtreſs. | 

(ANOTHER, of a lively, ſound Wit, tho? 
« as yet but young, does Honour to his Place 
« among the forty brighteſt Genius's of the King- 
«© dom. 3 

„ A THIRDF is the Protector of Liberal Arts; 
„ and, as the Sciences are link'd together, is Ma- 
& (ter of them all. 
« ANOTHER *# has a delicate Taſte, and ſea- 


the illuſtrious Courtiers, the Ne— 
ce phew Hof /a great Miniſter holds a diſtinguiſh'd 
to a ſprightly Wit joins a gracetul 


„HE ſecond Claſs of Courtiers is more nu— 
„ merous than the firſt; it is compoled of thole, 
« who, with the Advantage of knowing the 
&« World, and the reading of ſome Romances, 
« endeavour (by being relcrved in Diſcourſe, by 
&« ſmiling à propos, and by a borrowed Sally rightly | 
e timed) to acquire the Reputation of Wits ; thus 
de they impoſe upon the Ignorant, who compole 
de the third Claſs. 

©« The whole Merit of this loweſt Claſs con- 
« fiſts in knowing the principal Growths of the 
« richeſt Champaign Wines, to be able to give a 
e diſtinct Account of the Adventures and Intrigues 
« of fome Women, and to know what Opera is 
« to be acted next Month; and ſome of them 

5 * even 
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even extend their Knowledge ſo far, as to read 


the Mercare-Gallant: Their Lives are as uni- 
form as the Courſe of the Sun; in the Morn- 
ing, they repair to the Miniſter's Levee, and 
ſpend the reſt of the Day at Table, Gaming, 
or at the Theatres ; they're ſeldom abſent from 
the King's Supper, from which they go to their 
own, and fit out the Night. 

« THE moſt ſhining Actions of the Day, may 
be reduced to a few Bows made with a good 
Grace; ſome ſoft and pretty Glances of the 
Eye; and if to ſuch rare Qualities, they add a 
Verſe or two of a drunken Catch, ſung à petit 
Pas *, *tis then they look down with Pity on 
the unhappy Mortals who are not endowed 
with ſuch extraordinary Talents: 
the only Modeller of Taſte, and they the Mem- 
bers that compoſe it; ſo that every Man who 


cannot adorn his Name with a Title, is de- 


barred, under ſevere Penalties, from pretend. 
ing to Wit or Judgment. 


« WHATEVER Difference there may be in 
cc 
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6 


the three Characters which I have been deſcrib- 
ing, yet they all agree in their Endeavours of 
pleaſing the Sovereign. 


.« A COURTIER may be called a Cel, 
cc 
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or his Maſter's Ape; fad, gay, devout, de- 
bauch'd, and, in one Word, a flaviſh Imitator 
of his Prince's Virtues and Faults; ſo that 
one would think a thouſand Bodies were ani- 
mated by the ſame Spirit. 

„THERE are, beſides theſe, many at Court 
that muſt not be confounded with the Crowd 
of Courtiers, ſuch whoſe Employments oblige 


to be near the King's Perſon; this is a State 
to be diltinguiſhed from the Courtier who has 


a 


— 


* Softly, 


The Court is 


N 
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«< no Buſineſs; Merit has fallen to the Lot of the 


&« latter; and the Affairs, to which their Em- 
„ ployments ſubject them, require that Capacity 
and Experience ſhould join Hands.” 

Il HOPE, dear Iſaac, theſe Reflections will be 
agreeable to thee; now and then I ſhall make my 


Application to the Chevalier de Maiſin for his At- 


ſiſtance, and particularly in Matters which I can- 
not dive into as he. 


ADIE VU, my. dear Iſaac; and may Heaven heap 


on thee its 5 Blends 1 
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LETTER XXIII. 


) Aarxox MoNCECA to ISAAC Ox1s. 


PR OM 18k D, in my laſt þ Þ ether, to entertain 
:thee on the Subject of the Minilters, Sceretarics 


of State, and other Perſons, whoſe Employments 


oblige 1 them to attend the Court, but not as Cour- 
tiers. 


TE Kings of France, for moſt Part, raiſe none 
to the Miniſtry, but Men of a ſuperior Genius, 


and intirely devoted to them; nor do they allow 
them that deſpotick Power which the Sultans grant 
to the Vizirs. The French Monarchs take Mi- 


niſters to afliſt - them in the Diſpatch of Buſineſs, 


but not as Partners in their Power: The Minilter 


is not only tied up from putting any Perſon to 
Death by his own Authority, but is obliged to 


give the King an Account of the Orders iſſued out 


by him for taking up any * Perſon of Diſtinc— 


tion. 
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tion. At Conſtantinople, a Vitir may, with Free- 
dom, puta Man to Death who diſpleaſes him; but 
at Paris the King himſelf uſes no ſuch tyrannical 
Power; when any of his Subjects has committed 
capital Crime, he is tried and condemned by 
udges. 

FROM Henry IV th's Time, to this Day, the 
Perſons employed in the Miniſtry have been, al- 
molt to a Man, endowed with a ſuperior Genius; 


the Eccleſiaſtical Order has furniſh'd the greateſt 


and moſt Illuſtrious*. In the Reign of Louis XIII. 
Cardinal Kichelien (a Man of a great Soul, a ſu- 
perior Genius, grand and generous in Proſperity, 
intrepid in Adverſity, and, notwithſtanding his 
Function, as good a General in the F jeld, as an 
able Miniſter in his Cloſet; a warm Friend, an im- 
placable Enemy, and a zealous Lover of Arts and 
Sciences) began to lay the Foundation of Louis 
XIVth's Grandeur. 

CARDINAL Mazarin had the Charge of this 
young Monarch's Education, and rendered him 
Services which the Prince never forgot: This Mi- 


niſter had not all the Virtues of the Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, his Predeceſſor, nor had he, on the other 


Hand, his Failings; he lived in troubleſome and 
factious Times, and was only ſupported by the 


Authority of a King, as yet a Minor; he had the 


Princes of the Blood, and almoſt all the Grandees 
of the Kingdom, in Oppoſition to him; he did by 


his refined Politicks, what the Cardinal Richelieu 


would have done by his Reſolution ; and, after 


many Croſſes, and Misfortunes, he died re gretted 


by his Maſter, ſeared by his Enemies, and eſteem'd 
by thoſe who hated him moſt. 
"MERIT 


* The Reader, no Doubt, perceives that in the Number of 
thoſe able Miniſters, there was no Intention of including Cha- 
millard, and the Cardinal du Bois. 
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MER1T alone raiſed Colbert and Lou vos to 
the Rank which they poſſeſſed; while they lived 
they were Enemies to one auother, and this En— 
mity contributed to their Maſter's Happineſs; they 
{trove who ſhonld have the Precedency in his E- 
ſteem, and this Emulation made them exert them- 
{elves to the utmoſt of their Power in the Employ- 
ments of their Miniſtry : Watchful of one ano- 
ther, they were a Spur to each other; the one * 
was highly skill'd in Military Affairs, and expert 
in foreign Negociations; the other |, thoroughly 
verſed in the Buſineſs of the Revenue, aud interior 
Affairs of the Nation, was the Protector of Arts 
and Sciences; both inimitable in their Qualities ; 
and fuch Palents united, would have pxoduced a 
perfect Miniſter. | 

HE who now holds the Reins of Government, 
is Called the Cardinal Fleury: 1 lye under no Ob- 
ligation to flatter him, but Pruth obliges nic to 
ſay that few are more deſerving of ſincere Prailes ; 
he tormed the Manners of bis Sovereign from his 
very Infancy, and has made, of the greateſt King 
in the World, a Man of the greateſt Honour and 
Honeſty; a Character ſeldom found in Princes, 
who often think Honeity, Piety, and Candour, 
ridicyggous Virtues: All Europe has done him the 
Juſtice which he deſerves; and all his Enemies are 
forced to acknowledge that ſince Cardinal £&:chc- 
lieu, never was the Government of France cou— 
ducted with ſo much Secrecy, Prudence, and Hap- 

pinels. RE Is 
THERE are other Miniſters, of an inferior 
Rank, called Secretaries of State, and theſe Places 
are generally poſſeſſed by Men of ſuperior Genius; 
they endeavour to make Choice among the ableit 
Stateſmen, of Perſons qualified for ſuch important 

Poſts. The Neceſſity there is that he who is plac' 
8 2 8 in 
* Lauvois, f Colbert, 


_ 


ous ray og + — 
* 2 


——— — 


: + 
| 
' 

| 0 

44 
11 


160 Jewisn LETTERS. 


in this high Station ſhould be capable to ſupport 
the Weight of Affairs, hinders the Sovereigns from 
chuſing as Fancy, or Friendſhip, dictates. ' 

TE Couttiers, in general, are as mean and 
cringing before the Miniſters, as they are proud 
and hanghty towards their Inferiors: All their 
Pride cannot prevail with them to paſs any where 
elſe but in an Anti- chamber, or a Gallery, the 
greateſt Part of their Lime, and this Way of Life 
becomes familiar by Cuſtom; 'tis true that they 
amply revenge themſelves on thoſe who are ſo 
unhappy as to depend. upon them, for the Morti- 
ration of cringing to others; and, in the City, 
their haughty, ridiculèus, and inſupportable Airs, 
indemnity them for what they ſuffer at /*erſazlles. 

WuHATEVER Vanity a Grandee may aſſume, 
he looks little at Court, the Royal Majeſty eclip- 
tes all other Grandeurs : When a private Man is 
under tome viotent Fits of Ambition, to be cur'd 
of that Diſtemper, let him only go to the King's 
Supper, where he may ſee thoſe whoſe Ranks and 
Honours he 1o much envies, appear in the moſt 
humble Manner, and much different from what 
he tees them elſewhere; and, if he makes but the 
lealt Reflection, he will be far from envying the 
poor Happineſs of lording it for one Half 1 the 
Day, to be a Slave the other. 

THE Preſence of the Prince, or of the prime 
Miniſter, makes ſuch an Alteration on the Features 


and Phyſiognomy of many Courtiers, that they 


can ſcarce be known; the more they are naturally 
proud and haughty, the greater Abjection is painted 
on their Countenances ; the Conſtraint which they 
ſuffer, and their Grandeur annihilated, augments 
their Confuſion. If we ſhould happen to meet 
with a Courtier any where but in the Royal Pre- 
ſence, a Nod is all the Salutation that can be ex- 
pected; he calls, talks, and asks Queſtions, with- 

| | | out 
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out ſo much as deigning to look at you, and, by 
his imperious and lotty I'one, teaches you to know 
your Diſtance: Surrounded by a Crowd, and in 
the Midſt of the Circle, he dictates, approves, 
condemns, takes a Pinch, pulls out his Watch, 
and harrangues on his Equipage: The Prince by 
chance appears, and his Preſence in a Momens 
diſſipates all his ridiculous Grandeur; the Proteus 
changes his Form, depreſſes his Voice, and grows 


humble; but, do's the Sovercign retire? he al- 


fumes his old Shape, ſtands a tip-toe, raiſes his 
Shoulders, and dictates a-new; confident with 


Men of no Genius, as he is baſhful and fottiti 


with People of Underſtanding; he diſcourſes of 
War to a Clergyman, of Mathematicks and For— 
tification to a Lawyer, and of Philoſophy to an 


Officer. This Character, full of Vanity and Pre- 


ſumption, is one of the principal Reaſons why 
the Miniſters are ſo cautious and reſerved with 
the Crowd of Courtiers; they would ſoon loſe 
their Authority, were they leſs attentive to make 
them ſenſible of its Extent; an honeſt Familiarity 
cannot ſafely be uſed with a Man who is not ca- 
pable of a Medium, but mult either cringe like a 
Slave, or be a Grand Mogul. 


TE Mabometans have as much Regard and 


Reſpect for their Miniſters as the French, but ne- 
ver ſtoop to ſuch low baſe Flatteries as the Peo- 
ple in this Country; whatever Power a Vizir 
may have, and whatever Precedency his Polt may 
give him, he finds no mean and fervile Sycophants 
among the inferior Officers; they render him, 'tis 
true, the Honours that are due, but in their Sub- 
miſſions preſerve an Air of Grandeur, temper'd 
with Modeſty; and thus the Tarks, in all their 


Actions, obſerve a certain Decency, which muſt 


give the World a favourable Opinion of thein. 
T9751 592 bc 48 
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As there's an infinite Difference betwixt the 
French and Ottoman Courts, were we to draw 
the Picture of a French Courtier at Conſtantinople, 
the Piece would appear monſtrous, and out of 
Nature. Thoſe whoſe Offices and Employments 
keep them near the Perſon of the Sultan, are ne- 
ver admitted into his Preſence, but when the At- 
fairs of their Poſts require it. That Crowd of 
Eunuchs, Capigis, Boſtangis, and other Perſons 
appointed for the Service of the Seraglio, is no- 
thing but a Medley of Domeſticks and Guards, 
and therefore it may be ſaid that no Courtier con- 
itantly attends the Grand Signior : Sometimes he 
cauſes, amongſt his Vizirs, or Baſhaws, one or 
two Favourites, Who are the only Perſons that 
ice him, unleſs when the Service of the State re- 
quires the Attendance of other Miniſters ;. ſo that 
bis whole Court conſiſts of black Eunuchs, ſome 
Mutes and Dwarfs ; as for Ladies, there are per- 
haps as many as in France, but they may be ra- 
ther called the Slaves of two or three Favourites, 
than their Companions and Equals. With 
THeERE's ſomething very melancholy. and ſo- 
litary in the Sultans Manner of Life; ſhut up in 
their Palace, and ſeldom ſeen by-the People, but 
upon extraordinary Occafions, they're Slaves to 
their own Grandeur, and may be compared to 
the Nazarene Idols, formerly mention'd, who muſt 
not go out of their Caſes but by the Permiſſion 
of their Guardians. 194 
I' nE French Monarchs live in a very different 
Manner; they eat in publick, ſhew theinſelves as 
a private Man, and ſpeak to thoſe of their Sub- 
jects whom they love: As they know that they 
are infinitely above the Higheſt, and moſt Quali- 
fiea of the Kingdom, they diſdain the ridiculous 


Vanity of affecting a Ceremonial, only trouble- 


ſome, and in no wiſe conducive to augment their 
: Authority, 
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Authority, which is of greater Extent than that of 
the Sultans, tho? leſs conſpicuous; nor does it 
dread the Shocks to which the Grand Signior's de- 
THE Majeſty of the Throne, ſully'd by Affronts 
put upon the Perſons of Sovereigns, is a Practice 
unknown in this Country; whatever Rebellions 
happen'd in the Kingdom, the Prince's Perſon was 
ſtill reſpected “; and even thoſe who took up 
Arms againſt him gave out, that they had no De- 
ſign againſt his Perſon or Authority; their Crimes 
were cover'd with the Pretext of defending Reli- 
gion, or of ſaving themſelves from the Opprel- 


lions of the Miniltry. The Janizaries at Con/tan- 


zinople, in their firſt Fits of Rage, have even diſ- 


honour'd the royal Orzůoman Blood, for which they 


have ſo profound a Veneration: The Infamies 
which that inſolent Militia committed on the Per- 
ſon of the unfortunate Oſman, ſt irr d up one Part 
of the Empire; and the Blood of ten thouſand 
Janizaries could ſcarce ſatisfy the Indignation of 
that unhappy Prince's Friends. 


ſuch frequent Commotions and Rebellions; and 


I can ſee nothing that contributes ſo much as the 
arbitrary Power of the Sultans. The Grand Sig- 

niot calls no Council for laying on a Tax, nor 
gives himſelf the Trouble to ſee it regiſter'd in the 


Aſſembly of the Cadis; he orders without ad- 
viſing, and the Grand Vizir executes his Com- 
mands; and thus the People make him the Au- 
thor of their Miſery, and carry their Hatred and 
Reſentment no higher. i ROOD 7 
'* This wants to be explained ; for the Jacobin Friar, who 
aſſaſſinated Henry III. and the Jeſait Guignard, John Chaſftel, 
and Ravaillac, who conſpired againſt the Life of Henry IV, 
had no great Regard to the Perſons of their Sovereigns; it 


- 


muſt therefore be ſuppoſed, that Aaron Monceca only means the 


Heads of the different Parties. 


IIHAE often reflected on what might occaſion 
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IN monarchical Kingdoms, the Hatred of the 


People ſeldom reaches the Monarch; fifty dif- 
ferent Objects ſtop it in its Way; Financers, Un- 
dertakers, Farmers-General, Counſellors of State, 


and the Miniſters, are the Perſons charged with 


the publick Calamities: When the Odium falls 
on all theſe different Subjects, it ſeldom extends 
to the criminal Exceſſes of attempting upon the 


Lives or Liberty of the Sultans. 1 begg'd of thee 


to let me know if Oſman Baſhaw was dead, but 


have not heard from thee on that Head, though 1 


am curious to know his Fate: This Baſhaw is 
look'd upon here as a very extraordinary Man: 
Some particular Men eſteem him ; but, generally, 
his Manners, Conduct, and Change of Religion, 
are blamed : Your fine Gentlemen agree, that he's 
a great Wit, but the Monks refuſe him common 
Senſe; and tho there's a viſible Partiality i in their 
Sentence, yet it is pardonable for the' Sake of 
the Crime which they condemn. A Man of Ho- 
nour ſhould live and die in the Religion in which 
he was born; nothing but Error can authorize a 
Change; no Croſſes nor Misfortunes that we can 
meet with ought to ſhake us. Thou may'(t re- 
member 1 have told thee a hundred times, that the 
Croſſes, Troubles, and Diſguſts, which Oſinan 
has met with, were not, in my Way of Think- 
ing, ſufficient Motives for a Change of Reli- 
gion. I am not ignorant that they who excuſe 
dim pretend that he's neither Nazarene nor Mabo- 
metan; but, granting this Point, it will ſtill reſult 
that he ſhould have done for Honour, what he 
did not for Religion. 

FAREWELL, my dear Iſaac, and may a nu- 
merous Poſterity ſpring from thee. | 


Paris, * * * 
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CAREFULLY read over the Memorial of 0/- 
man Baſhaw's Secretary, and in it J could ſee, 
as thou did'ſt, how far the Nag arenes and Maho- 
metans are. tranſported with Hatred againſt us; 


there is nothing however ſo eaſie as to anſwer the 


Objections brought againſt us upon the Interrup- 
tion of our Ceremonies and the Ceſlation of Cir- 
cumciſion in Spain. | FO” 


Tut chief of our Precepts, founded on the 
Law of Nature, permits us to preſerve our Lives 


by ſuch Methods and Precautions as do not di- 
rectly attack the Divinity; and our Doctors have 
a Power of diſpenſing with Cuſtoms, in Caſes of 


Neceſſity: Religion conſiſts not in Externals, but 
in Faith, Belief, and the Sentiments of the Mind; 


Ceremonies, 'tis true, ought to be obſerved, when 
it can be done without endangering our own, 
and the Lives of a thouſand Innocents ; but when 
ſuch evident Danger is the Conſequence, the Uſe 
of them may be ſuſpended ; not fo with reſpect to 
the Fundamentals of Religion; nothing can or 
ought to make us withdraw our Obedience, even 
the moſt cruel and molt rigorous Tortures. When, 
for Inſtance, a Few is cited before the tyrannical 


Tribunal of the Inquiſition, however dangerous 
it may be for him to confeſs his Religion, he 


ought to glory in owning it; the Majeſty of the 
Almighty would be offended with a Lye, and by 
a baſe truckling Cowardice. Cana Son . 
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his Father, and a Father to whom he is indebted 
for ſo many Favours? But God does not require 
that we ſhould raſhly. run in the Face of Tor- 
ments; and condemns that blind Zea}, which 
throws away a Life committed to our Charge. 
We ſee ſeveral Examples in our Books, which 
prove the Truth of my Opinion. Our Fathers, 
during their Captivity, inviolably preſerved. their 
tundamental Principles ; nevertheleſs, they were 
obliged to abandon, and to ſuſpend, many Pre- 
cepts of their ancient Diſcipline; nay, they ow'd 
their Preſervation to the Violation of them; and 
the Jeuiſh People owed their Safety to Eſther, 
when ſhe became Ahaſueras's Wife, tho' 'tis one 
of our principal, and moſt inviolable Cuſtoms, 
not to mix, by Alliances, the Blood of [/rae/ 
with the impure Blood of Infidels; whatever Re- 
luctance Eſther might have to approach the Bed 
of an idolatrous King, there was a Neceflity for 
Obedience, otherwiſe the Refuſal of that Honour 
would have precipitated the Fews into new Mis- 
fortunes: The Fear of thoſe ſame Miſe ries, ex- 
cuſes the Spaniſy Fews from Circumciſion ; and I 
fee no Reaſon why we may not uſe the ſame 
Privilege as our Forefathers, ſince we have more 
to fear than they had. 
TE Nazarenes furniſhus a thouſand Examples 
of ſuch Forecaſt, founded upon the Ceſſation of 
ſome of their Ceremonies : During the Perſecu- 
tions under the Koway Emperors, many, feartul 
of Tortures and Death, fled into the Deſerts, and 
there paſſed their Lives alone, and without the 
Society of any rational Creatures; ſome lived 

fifty and ſixty Years without ſeeing any Mortal“: 
| 70} v.18 

* st. Ferom affirms, that St. Pay! the Hermit lived fixty 
Years in a Deſert, where he was miraculouſly fed by a Ra- 
ven, which brought him every Day half a Loaf. —" —_ 
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This Solitude, to which they retir'd, occafion'd a 
Ceſſation of all the principal Ceremonies, to which 
they pretend an inviolable Obligation. Where was 
their Afﬀiſtance on the Sabbath-day at divine Ser- 
vice? How did they partake of the Sacraments 


of the Church? For many of them were not 


Prieſts, and were not qualified to perform the 
Functions, conſequently, in their Retirement, they 
ſuſpended the Exerciſe of all the Ceremonies ; ne- 
vertheleſs, they have, in the Sequel, been admitted 
into the Number of Saints. 
As to the Reproach caſt upon us of having a 
Number of childiſh Cuſtoms, and which are not 
commanded by the fundamental Precepts of our 
Law, I will fairly acknowledge, that, by Length 
of Pime, many uſeleſs Things have crept in a- 
mongſt us; but Have the Nez,aremes a Right to 
criticſe us; they, whoſe Religion is over-charg'd 
with ſo many unneceſſary Cercmonies? In my 
former Letters I gave thee a Detail of ſome of 
them: The Tarks have (till leſs Reaſon to re- 


proach us on that Head, ſince it is certain, that, 


in their Religion, a Chain of impertinent Cere- 
monies paſs for fundamental Precepts. Is there 
any Thing ſo ridiculous as the Dancing and Whir- 
ling of a Dervis? As the Cuſtoms of burying the 


Dead in ſuch a Manner, that the good Angels 


may 


Paulus, ſexaginta jam Anni ſunt, quod accipio dimidii ſemper Panis 
Fragmentum *, *Tis certain, therefore, that thete have been 
Saints who have not parcipitated of the Sicraments and Feaſts 
of the Church, all their Life-time. The Dominican Friars, who 
wrote Mary Magdalen's Life, found out an Expedient for this 
Inconveniency, by telling us, that the Angels came every 
Day with the Communion to the holy Woman in her Grotto, 


St. Ferom, without having Recourſe to Angels, might have 


made St. Pau! communicate in the ſame Manner, by only 
ſuppoſing that a Fart of the Loaf which the Raven brought 
him, had been conſecrated by a Prieſt; to make the Lye a 
little greater, was but a Matter of Moon, ſhine. 


* Hirronims Fpiſt. de vita Pauli Heremige, Libr, III. 
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may the more eaſily get at them? And as the 
Pilgrimages of Mecca and Medina? As if God 
were to puniſh a Man in the other World, for 


not having travell'd ſix or ſeven hundred Leagues 


to viſit another Man's Tomb, and as if Heaven 
were concerned in ſuch a Viſit. 75 

I we have uſeleſs Cuſtoms and Rites, it is a 
Failing in common with other Religions; and 
happy are thoſe Doctors who can find Means to 
purge.the Religion, which they profeſs, of them, 
As to this Heap of Superſtitions in ours, I muſt 
frankly tell thee my Thoughts: Our Rabbies bave 
introduced a great many Notions, which, in the 
Opinion of Philoſophers, caſt a Blemiſh upon 
our Law; though thou art thyſelf a Rabby, yet 
the Friendſhip and Familiarity, betwixt us encou- 
rage me to ule this Freedom ; beſides, thou re- 
jecteſt moſt of thoſe ridiculous Opinions, and. if 
thou ſeemeſt to approve of any 'of them, it is ra- 
ther out of regard to thy Brethren, than from a 
real Conviction. 5 „ 
WäßAf can a Philoſopher ſay or think, when 
he reads iti our Authors“, That God, in the Begin- 


ning of the World, created, on the fifth Day, two 


great Whales; that he preſerves one, of them to 
this very Day to ſport and play with; and that 
the other is preſerved from Corruption in Salt- 
water, to feaſt the Bleſſed at the laſt Day? Is it 
not giving a very bright and noble Idea of the Al- 
mighty to make him play with a Whale, as a 
Child of ſix Years old with a Doll? That ſupreme 
Being, . whoſe Exiſtence is without. the Reach of 
Time; that infinite Being, which comprehends all, 
but cannot be contain'd, who is ſelf-ſufficient, 
and out of Nothing compleated the Creation, to 
be taken up with the Diverſion of ſeeing one Fiſh 


mucdling and frisking about in the Water, and in 


os prelerving 
» Eli, Chap, IX, Pag, II. 
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preſerving another to regale good People: The 
Thoughts of ſuch Nonſenſe make me bluſh ; had 
our Rabbies imagined that the Bleſſed were to be 
treated with the Nectar and Ambroſia of the Poets, 
ſuch delicious Food and Juices, ſince they would 
have it that the Almighty was to make a Feaſt, had 
been much more polite, than to load his Table with 
a monltrous greaſy Whale: There can be no other 
Reaſon aſſign'd tor ſuch a Bill of Fare, than that 


the larger the Fiſh, the better, for ſo many Gueſts, 


as probably would be there. 

THE Notion entertain'd by ſeveral of our Doc- 
tors concerning the Etymology of Eve's Name “, is 
more ridiculous ſtill: They ſay it is deriv'd from 


the Word Zalk; and add, very gravely and dog- 


matically, that of twelve Baskets full of Chit- 
Chat, which fell down from Heaven, the Women 
pick'd up nine! A Man of Senſe and Reaſon 
is prejudiced againſt a Religion whoſe Depoſita- 
ries invent ſuch Romances, and forge ſuch Chi- 
mera's. | | 

IHE Example of Nazarenes ought to be a Leſ- 


ſon to us: A Heap of extravagant and wild No- 


tions, with which the Monks ituft'd their Books, 
was the firſt Cauſe why a Part of their Brethren 
ſeparated from them: For a certain I ime the 
People were Dupes to a thouſand ridiculous Sto- 


tries; there was not a Lay-Brother who did not 


publiſh ſome Works of his own compoling, full 
of whimſical Ideas and Notions ; the leſs they had 


of Common denle, the ſilly ignorant People thought 


them the more myſterious. 
THE Men of Senſe, for ſome time, only laugh'd 
within themſelves at theſe ridiculous Writings, 


but afterwards, Impoſture and Cheat having been 


carried to an extravagant Height, Honour and Ke— 

ligion employed the Pens ot many learned Men 

| to 
* Lexicon Hebr, Buxtorfij, Pag. 228, 


1556 
fi 
, 
4 
& 


170 Jewrsn LETTERS. 
to put a Stop to the Torrent, by undeceiving the 
deluded People, which had a good Effect: But 
the Monks contidering that a Diſcovery of their 
Tricks mult be fatal to their Credit, uſed all En- 
deavours to prevent it; the firſt Step they took, 
was to get their Adverſaries excluded from their 
Communion, and this, by the Credit of the Party 
with the Sovereign Pontife, was eaſily effected; 
but their Triumph on this Victory was of ſhort 
Continuance, the Eyes of the Publick were open'd, 


they ſaw thorough the Cheat, and even ſome of 


their own Meinbers contributed towards it; ſo 
that at laſt their Votaries were reduced to a few 
ſilly Women, and ignorant Men. 

ONE * of the principal Enemies, of thoſe ri- 
-diculous Books, was ſurnamed Le denichear de 
Saints, becauſe he turned more Saints out of 
Paradife, than twenty Pontives could put into 


it. The Monks were enraged at the preſumptuous 


Authority which he aſſumed over the Bleſſed, and 
the more ſurpriſed, as he proteſled the ſame Faith 
with the Pontife, who had taken the molt of them 
into his Protection; but all would not do, Re- 
move was the Word; and, what added to their 
Mortifi cation, the Adverſary's Reaſons of Ejection 

were ſo ſtrong, that they even convinced many of 
the moſt obſtinate Nazarenes, and procured him 
the Sovereign Pontife's Eſteem. Thou'lt perhaps 
be curious to know ſomething of the Lives of ſome 
of thoſe illuſtrious Exiles. | 

ONE + ſtood torty Years erect upon a Pillar 
as a Statue, and was allowed only the Privilege 
of Gecſe who ſtand on one Leg to eaſe the other. 


Before his Removal, he was invocated for Pains | 


in the Hams. 
AN 0- 


» N. Baillet, . Vnneſtler of Saint. Simton Stilites Hermi', 
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ANOTHER * diverted himſelf with the Devil, 
whom he had under Command; but Old-N:c& 
having, one Day, taken a little more Liberty than 
came to his Share, had his Noſe fo ſqueez'd with 
a Pair of Pincers, that he would keep him no 
longer Company. 

WERE Ito give theea Liſt of all the degraded 
Saints, my Letter would {well to a Volume, but 
thou may judge of the reſt by the two mentioned. 

I couLD heartily wiſh that ſome of our Rab- 
bies had the Art of this un - fainting Natareze, 
we would probably owe him the Obligation of 
reducing our Religion to its primitive Purity, and 
of diſarming our Enemies; whatever I rouble, or 
Oppolition, might attend his firſt Attempt, Iruth 
would at laſt prevail, and we made ſenſible of 
the Benefit. 


TAKE care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, and 


let my Sentiments be buricd in thy Brealt, lei, it 
known, they ſhould draw upon me the Odium of 


the Simple and the Fooliſh. May Vracl's God 


grant thee Wealth and Health. 


* Dunſtan, 
1 
Paris, 


1 
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LETTER XXV. 
Jacon BRATITO ⁰ AARON MONCECA. 


O-MorRow, or next Day, I reſolve to be 
gone for Genoa, ſo that this is my laſt Letter 
from Rome. The modern Buildings which I have 
ſeen in this City yield neither in 1 aſtc nor Gran- 
deur to the ancient Structures: The Pantheon, 
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to put a Stop to the Torrent, by undeceiving the 
deluded People, which had a good Effect: But 
the Monks confidering that a Diſcovery of their 

Tricks muſt be fatal to their Credit, uſed all En- 
deavours to prevent it; the firſt Step they took, 
Was to get their Adverſaries excluded from their 
Communion, and this, by the Credit of the Party 
with the Sovereign Pontife, was eaſily effected; 
but their Triumph on this Victory was of ſhort 
Continuance, the Eyes of the Publick were open'd, 
they ſaw thorough the Cheat, and even ſome of 
their own Meinbers contributed towards it; ſo 
that at laſt their Votaries were reduced to a few 
filly Women, and ignorant Men. 

_ ONE * of the principal Enemies, of thoſe ri- 
-diculous Books, was ſurnamed Le denicheur de 
Saints, becauſe he turned more Saints out of 
Paradife, than twenty Pontives could put into 
it. The Monks were enraged at the preſumptuous 
Authority which he aſſumed over the Bleſſed, and 
the more ſurpriſed, as he profeſſed the ſame Faith 
with the Pontife, who had taken the moſt of them 
into his Protection; but all would not do, Re- 
move was the Word; and, what added to their 
Mortifi cation, the Adverſary's Reaſons of Ejection 
were ſo ſtrong, that they even convinced many of 
the moſt obſtinate Nazarenes, and procured him 
the Sovereign Pontife's Eſteem. Thou'lt perhaps 

be curious to know ſomething of the Lives of ſome 
of thoſe illuſtrious Exiles. | 

ONE f ſtood torty Years ere& upon a Pillar 
as a Statue, and was allowed only the Privilege 
of Geeſe who ſtand on one Leg to eaſe the other. 


Before his Removal, he was invocated for Pains 
in the Hams. 


AN0- 


# 24, Baillet. f Unneſtley of Saints, f Simeon Stilites Hermi's 
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Oppoſition, might attend his firſt Attempt, Truth nd 


Brant thee Wealth and Health. 


Jacos Brxito7#o AARON MONCECA. 


 Jewisn LETTERS. I7I 


ANOTHER * diverted himſelf with the Devil, 
whom he had under Command; but Old-Nicꝶ 
having, one Day, taken a little more Liberty than 
came to bis Share, had his Noſe ſo ſqueez'd with 1 
a Pair of Pincers, that he would keep him no A] 
longer Company. | 

WERE Ito give theea Liſt of all the degraded ik 

Saints, my Letter would ſwell to a Volume, but 74 
thou may judge of the reſt by the two mentioned. Bal 

coul p heartily wiſh that ſome of our Rab- 14k 

bies had the Art of this un- fainting Nazareze, 4 
we would probably owe him the Obligation of ih. 
reducing our Religion to its primitive Purity, and ar” 
of diſarming our Enemies; whatever Trouble, or +14 


would at laſt prevail, and we made ſenſible of 1 
the Benefit. 1 
TARE care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, and . 
let my Sentiments be buried in thy Breaſt, leſt, if 70 
known, they ſhould draw upon me the Odium of 1 
the Simple and the Foolith. May Hrael's God 


Dunſtan. 
PRETETE 
Paris, 


cee eee is 
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LETTER XXV. 


O-MoRRow, or next Day, I reſolve to be 

gone for Genoa, ſo that this is my laſt Letter 
from Rome. The modern Buildings which I have 
ſeen in this City yield neither in 'Taſte nor Gran- 
deur to. the ancient Structures: The Pantheon, 


Q 2 formerly 
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formerly the l'emple of the Gods, and now of 
the Saints, is the moſt entire Piece now extant of 
the Roman Antiquities. One of the Sovereign Pon- 
tife's Nephews having cunningly obtained Permiſ- 
ſion to carry away, during twenty-four Hours, 
ſome Stones out of the Circus of the famous Am- 
phitheatre, employed near to three thouſand Work- 
men and Labourers, who, in five or ſix Hours, 
deſtroyed a Part of that magnificent Edifice, and, 
had they not been ſtopp'd, would have intirely 
demoliſhed it. | 

T'n1s is not the only Inſtance of Nepotiſm's 

being prejudicial to the City of Rome, for, as ! 
have already told thee, ſhe's continually expoſed 
to the Depredations of covetous Nephews. The 
late Pontite was upon the Point of depriving 1zaly, 
and the whole Univerſe, of the moſt exquiſite 
Pieces of Painting that the World could produce. 
be famous Kaphae/, who excelled in his Art, 
painted three Chambers in the Vatican *, and his 
Drawings on the Walls are the 'Tapiſtries with 
which they are adorned. As ſome of the Subjects 
in the Nagarene Hiſtories are borrowed from An- 
tiquity, the Pontife was for effacing thoſe Maſter- 
pieces, to give Place to the Story of a Couple of 
Monks who had been lately canonized}; and a 
Painter of Beuevento was to have the Glory of 
deſtroying theſe admirable Pieces; but, as good 
Fortune would have it, ſome of the Cardinals, 
having got Notice of the Pontife's Intention, ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſed the Deſign, and prevail'd on him 
at laſt, not to be more cruel to Kome, than the 
Barbarians who had formerly ſack'd it. 

TukE Trojan and Antonine Pillars are among 
the moſt beautiful Things which the Revolutions 
| and 
* Three Halls near to the little Rooms painted by Raphael. 


1 have heard ſeveral People at Nome ſay, that this Pon- 
tife called Rahel s FiQtures Porcheria ordirit, 
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and Misfortunes of Rome have reſpected; on the 
Tops of them are placed the Statues of the two 
principal Naxarene Doctors, to whom the Pon- 
tives are ſuppoſed to be Succeſſors in direct Line, 
and derive from them their cnfall HEY; but, wb 
is pretty remarkable, one of thoſe Doctors repri- 
manded the other, and none of them ever believed 
themſelves intallible, on the contrary they expreſly 
declare, in their Writings, that-to God alone be- 
longed ſuch a Prerogative, and not to Man in 
the higheſt Station he poſſibly could attain to. 
Tre Security and Accuracy of the Pontifical 
Decrees, are in this Country the moſt eflentia! 
Articles of Faith; and the Inquilition is extremely 
careful to ſupport this Doctrine, when it Jays 
hold of any who dare deny it: As it is a T ribu- 
nal inflexible, their Deciſions generally terminate 
in Death; ſo that it's leſs dangerous to offend 
God at Rowe, than the Pontife. A Wax-Candle, 
of the Value of a Teſtoon or two, burnt to the 
Honour of St. Francis, will attone for the moſt 
capital Crime; but ſhonld any Man preſume to 
doubt whether the Sovereign Pontite can, by only 
extending two Fingers, at once purify a Million 
of Souls, he might lay his Account with being 
publickly, and with great Ceremony, committed 
to the Flames; and all for Conſcience Sake. 
THE Sovereign Pontives of the Nazarczes were 
formerly choſe by the Suffrages of the People: 
but even then the Validity of Elections required 
the Concutrrence and Confirmation of the Em- 
perors *; but in the Sequel the Caſe alter'd; and 


Q 3 now 


* The Title of Holineſs, now given to the Pope alone, was 
formerly every Biſhop's Dve. The Court of Rome is much to 
blame in aſſuming this Title as a Matk of Independance on 
Princes, for it is certainly evident, by all Hiſtories, that for 
more than three hundied Years after Cn/#an:tne, the Emperors 
of conſtantinople always had the Right of confirming the Elec- 

tion 
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now ſome Pontives, cloath'd in Red “, are inveſted 
with the ſole Power of Election: They are ſome 
times much difficulted about the Man, being in- 
fluenced by the different Princes, in whoſe Inte- 
reſts, or, rather, whoſe Creatures they are: For 
almoſt an Age they were ſo divided that each Party 
elected a Sovereign Pontife, ſo that there were 
two, and ſometimes three choſen ata I ime, who 
retired to the Dominions of the Princes, their Pro- 
tectors, and their firſt Exerciſe every Morning 

| was 
tion of Popes, As to Title of Holineſs, it was anciently given 
to all the Biſhops. ** This Word, ſays Paſquier, was ſpecially 
„ aſcribed to the Biſhops: And Sidonixs, in-the 4th Book of 


« his Epiſtles, ſpeaks of the Election of a Biſhop, in which 
„ there was great Intriguing. St. Patianus, and St, Euphront- 


* us, hape at laſt, ſays he, eleted St, John, a Perſon valua- 


ble for Honeſty, Humanity, and good Nature, St. Ferome, 
« writing to Floreativs, ſays, St. Evagrius, the Prieſt, preſeats 
« his Reſpects to you: And from thence it comes that when 
* they ſpoke to the Biſhops, they honour'd them with the 
% Title of Holineſs, Thus you find it expreſly in all the Epi- 
* ſtles of Cafſiodorus, as often as Theodorich, Athalarick, Theo- 


* daaiys, or Vitigius, Kings of Italy, wrote to any Biſhops of 


their Kingdom. St. Gregory writing to the Patriarchs of 
Antioch, makes ſome times uſe of theſe Words, Veſtra Bea- 
titudo; and, at other times, Ve/tra Sanctitas; to the Bilhop 
% of Milan, who had a Conſiderable Poſt in Italy, Veſtra Sau- 
* ita; and to ether common Biſhops, Vera Fraternitas. 
% Focrates, in the 6th Book of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, ex- 
« cuſes himſelf for not honoucing the Bithops, when he ſpoke 
* of them, with the Epithet of San ſjimsi, or ſome other Ti- 
* tle uſually beſtowed on them: On the contrary, Theodsret, 
„ through the whole Courſe of his Hiſtory, never mentions 
% Biſhops without adding the Words Sandi or Beati, tho? they 


£2 2 


« were then alive.“ Paſquier, recherches de la France, Liv. II. 


Chap. III. Pag. 157, Thus you have the Origin of that pom- 
pous Title of Holineſs, of which the Court of Rome ſo loudly 


Hoaſts: She won't allow of this, but tho' thele Troofs are 


conteſted as invalid, I fancy ſhe would be glad to hayc-as 
Valid ounces to prove conſtantineꝰs pretended Donation, 


* The Cardinals, 
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was to excommunicate one another“; at laſt it 
was decided in a general Council which was the 
true Sovereign Pontife, but it was at the ſame 
Time determined, that his Authority was inferior 
to that of the general Councils: I his Deciſion was 
afterwards condemned, having only been receiv'd 
on the other Side of the Alps, and not in 1zaly or 
Spain, 
THrnEesE Electors of the Pontife are called Car- 
dinals, and molt of them Noblemen, or Sons of 
Princes; ſeveral of them remain about the Sove- 


' reigns, who are their Protectors ; ſo that there's 


but a certain Number at Rome, who are very uſe- 
ful to the Inhabitants; the Money they ſpend be- 
ing all that circulates among the People; what 


comes from foreign Countries is directly ſnapt up 


by the Prieſts and Monks; the Nephews and Mi- 
niſters of the reigning Pontives have a large Share 
of it, and theſe Sums are either lock'd up in their 
Coffers, or ſent to foreign Countries. 

THE Fate of Cardinal Coſcia may ſerve for an 
Example to future Favourites; they will be more 
careful to conceal their Riches, and more circum- 


ſpect, leſt they be called to an Account. 


EIS Coſcia, under the preceding Pontificate, 


made a Penny of every Thing; Honours, Digni- 


ties, Favours, c. were all ſet up to Sale; and 
thou'lt eaſily judge how tractable he was on the 
; Article 

* 1 would gladly know what the Holy Ghoſt, the conſtant 
Inlightner of- Popes, was doing at that time; was it inconft- 
ſtent with itſelf, and did it undo by one Pope what it eſta- 
bliſhed by another? The Mopk Paul, ſpeiking of a Portman- 
reau's falling into the Water, in which were the Inſtruments 
ſent fiom Rome to the Legates, who preſided at the Council, 
ſaid, © That the Spirit of God moved upon the Wateis.“ 


Spiritus Dei fercba'ur ſuper Aua. May it not be allo ſaid, 


that during the Weſtern Sch\lm it ſeemed to bring | ack the 
Chaos, and turn the World topſy-turyy. Frigida purnabant ca- 
didis, humen:ia Sicais: One Pope giauted Induigencies to the 
fame Ferſgns whom another excommunicated, 


| 
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j Article of Licences and Indulgences, he was not 
ll bounded to Europe, but wanted to carry on his 
l Trade in all the known Parts of the World. The 
| Pontife, whoſe Miniſter he was, happening to dic, 
| his Enemies, covetous of the Riches he had ſcraped 
I together, attack*d him with all the Fury imagina- 
| | ble, and forced him, after ſome Years Impriſon- 
| ment, to part with ſome of his ill-got Wealth. 
| If the Cuſtom of bringing Miniſters to account | 
1 from Pontificate to Pontificate were introduced, 
1 Coſcia's Money would perhaps be transferred from 
9 | Nephew to Nephew for four or five hundred Years. 
a I' HE Cardinals, and People of Quality, have 
W | magnificent Country-Seats near Rome (commonly 
called Vineyards) adorn'd with ancient and mo- I 
dern Statues, and with Paintings by the ableſt Ma- 8 
ſters: The Villa Borgheſe is one of the moſt beau- |” 
tiful*, and where a Traveller may have the Plea- 
ſure to ſee many curious Things; the Villa of the | 
Princes Pampbili is alſo magnificent, but moſt of * 
the Statues are maim'd and fractur'd, not by Iime, 
or the Devaſtations of Rome, but by the inaccoun- 
table Folly of a Monk — Here's the Caſe. 
PRINCE Pamphili's Father being ſeized with 
an uncommon Fit of Devotion, choſe a Monk 
for his Director, according to the uſual Cuſtom 
of the Nazarenes, who think it impoſſible for a 
Man to go to Heaven without the Aſſiſtance of a 
Prieſt: I his Monk, when he had gain'd ſuch an 
Aſcendant as he defired over his new Penitent, 
perſuaded the Prince, that to facilitate his Salva- 
tion, it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould leave 
him ſome pious Legacies, to be employ'd in Alms 
to the poor Indians, for the Relief of Miſſionaries, 
and for propagating the Faith, c. Some of the 
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Domeſticks, who had not liſted themſelves under 
15 his 
4 * * *Tis here that are ſeen the fine Statves of Seneca expiring 


in the Bath, the Gladiator, and the Hermaphrodite, 
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his Direction, and who, he thought, had no good 
Will to his Order, were directly turned off; and 
even the Prince's Relations, who might thwart 
his Deſigns, were removed. 

Nor content with an intire Conqueſt of all 
the living Things, whom he ſuſpected in this Fa- 
mily, his Power muſt be extended even to Things 
inanimate; the Nudity of three or four hundred 
Statues in the Gardens, gave the Holy Man Of- 


fence, and made him charge the Prince with the 


Crime, who, notwithſtanding the Heats in Italy, 
order'd them all to be cloath'd, and never more 
to appear naked, however unbecoming their Dreſs 
ſhonld be; accordingly Drapperies oi Plailter were 
laid over certain offenſive Parts of thoſe poor Sta- 
tuary Folks, and their Bodies mangled with In- 
ciſions, to make the Plaiſter ſtick the faſter: Five 
or ſix Months after this Expence of new cloath- 
ing, Prince Pamphili dies; and his Son, willing 
to put things i Statu quo, ordered the Statues to 
be ſtripp'd of their cumberſome Veſtments; but in 
the Operation ſeveral beautiful Parts, notwithſtand- 


ing the Care that was taken, were maim'd, ſo that 
this bigotted Monk did more Miſchief by his incon- 


ſiderate Zeal, than an Army of Goths and Vaxaals. 
I oF TEN confider how much a Man, who al- 
lows himſelf to be governed by an extravagant 


Fanatick, is expoſed to act - ridiculouſly : Ihe 


over-{tretch'd Zeal of Prince Pamphili puts me 
in mind of an Adventure that happened in this 
Country. 8 
AN Italian Painter, named Sebaſtian Conchi 
bought, for a German Prince, two Pictures done 
by Giulio Romano, the one repreſenting the Rape 
of the Sabines, and the other Capid and Pſyche : 
A Monk, who was his Wife's Confeſſor, being 
curious to ſee her Husband's Pictures, ſhe con- 
ducted him into the Painting-Room, at a A 
when 
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there, but 1 think of paſſing ſome time at Turin. 


178 JEWIs u LETTERS. 

when the Painter, unluckilly, was. gone out: 
Scarce had the Monk caſt his. Eyes on the two 
Pictures, but he bawled out like a: Madman, 


« You'll bedamn'd ! there's no Remiſſion for you, 


% not even in Articulo Mortis! no Abſolution 
„ no Abſolution! Wo's me, cried . ſhe, what 

have I done? What you have done, anſwer- 
% ed the Monk, you look upon thoſe Pictures, 
% and allow your Husband to be employed in 
% ſuch Work? They are not done by him, ſaid 
& ſhe, but by another Painter. No Matter who 
« drew them, replied the zealous Director, there's 


« no Salvation for you, unleſs theſe obſcene and 
cc 


tore to Pieces.” The Woman, frighten'd with 


Hell, was preparing to put violent Hands on the 


Pictures, juſt as the Painter came in, who trem- 
bled at the Thoughts of this fine Project: The 


Prince, for whom they were, had paid two thou- 
ſand: Crowns for each of them, ſo that the Fury 


of this Monk would have quite ruined the poor 
Sebaſtian Conchi, had he tarried a few Minutes 
longer: He turned the Madman out of Doors, 
and ordered his Wife, at her Peril, never to ſet 
Foot in that Room again. 


I the Country where thou now art, my dear 


Moxuceca, thou haſt frequent Opportunities, as well 
as I, of ſeeing the ſtrange Effects of immoderate 
Devotion reſembling Madneſs, yet methinks they 
ſhould beleſs common in Fauce, than Italy, where 
the Monks have infinitely more to ſay ; but as they 
are every where the ſame, in ſpite of Diſſimulation 
and Conſtraint, ſome of their Follies will break 
o 5 CY 

W ne I arrive at Genoa, thou ſhalt hear from 
me; I know not if I ſhall make any long Stay 


Farewell, 


——— — om —Uö— 


infamous Things be immediately defaced, and 


d 
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Farewel, my dear Monceca; may thy Commerce 
.proſper, and thy Riches increaſe. | 


Rome, XXX XX 
eee e 
LETTER XXVII. 
AARON Mo NECA #0 IS AAC ON IS. 
O many ſerious Letters ſucceſſively, without 


Oa Mixture of Gaicty, will throw thee into the 
Dumps, and, perhaps, thow'lt complain that I take 


ſo little care to ſeaſon them: I would willingly 
| join Pleaſure to Profit, but the laſt Subjects I 15 
have been upon were too philoſophical to admit wlll 
of Jeſt. To pleaſe thee, I could wiſh that what 44 
drops from my Pen might preſent thee with thoſe Th 
ſprightly and happy Sallies peculiar to the Frexch : li 
Other Nations have, perhaps, more good Senſe, 4 
and equal Learning ; but, for the ſparkling Viva- bt 
city of Wit, Engliſh, Germans, and all mult yield. * 


BU r how the French come by this Advantage 
is a Myſtery to me: Should we attribute it to Clj- 
mate and Fancy that Imagination, like a Weather- 11 
Glaſs, riſes more or leſs, according to the Degrees i} 


of Heat. What People in N ought to be 4 
more lively and ſprightly than the Portugueſe? and Wi 
yet their Books, in general, are nothing but a con- 4 
tuſed, diſorderly, and huge Pile of Theological * 
and Philoſophical Nonſenſe, or Romances filled on 


with Enchantments, Combats, and Rapes : Such 
- Chimeras proceed rather from a diſorder'd than 
a lively Imagination. When the Germans labour'd 
under the Misfortune of a deprav'd Taſte, ſome 

| Moaks, 
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Monks, and other Authors, wrote Books equally 
ſenſcleſs, and yer the Difference between the Cli- 
mates of thoſe two Countries is very grtat. 

IF the Air and Heat of the Sun were the Sour— 
ces of Wit, we ſhould ſee, in the ſame Country, 


almoſt the ſame Genius in every Individual. What 


Difference however betwixt the modern Geeks and 
learned Athenians? the People of the Levant give 
into wild and monſtrous Notions; but can this 
be ſaid of the Authors of ancient Greece? Where 
ſee we more Plainneſs, and, at the ſame Time, 


more Grandeur and Eloquence, than in Demoſthe- 


es? leſs Affectation, and more of Nature, than 
in Euripides? more of the Majeſtick and Sublime, 
than in Homer, and Sophoclis? more Perſpicuity, 
Conciieneſs, and Accuracy, than in Xenophon 
thoſe Authors lived in the ſame Country as the 
modern Greek and Tarkiſh Poets, and Sol darted 
his Rays equally on both; yet what more extra- 
vagant than Achmet Chelibi's Poetry“? or more 


impertinent than the Works of /5rahim ? which are 


nevertheleſs, look'd upon as the Oracles and Ma- 
{ter-pieces of the Age. 9585 

.Goodp. Paſte, Maſters, Converſation, and 
Books, contribute to our Improvement in Wit; 
but ſtill we're in the Miſt to account for that Su- 
periority of Fire and Vivacity in the French above 

other Nations. 
THE Eugliſh may juſtly boaſt of excellent Judg- 
ment, and of Authors who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in all Kinds of Writing, and who, ee 
out- do 


* A modern Turk; Poet, who compoſed ſeveral Poems in 


Praiſe of his Miſtrefles. In one of his Fieces, which 1 heard 
him read in the Palace of France, when 1 was at Conſtantinop!e, 


he compared the Face of one of his Belles to a Patterre en- 


amell'd with a thouſand Flowers, and her Glances to a ſcorch- 


ing South Wind, that burns and deſtroys the richeſt Harveſts. 
Theſe were the Interperter's Terms, but he aflured us that 
the Original was mote cxtiavagant and bumbaſt, 
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out- do the French, but then they fail in the gay 
and lively Manner of Expreſſion. 

THe Germans have produced Works of ſurpri- 
ſing Erudition, Books fit for the Learned, uſeful 
and good, but the agreeable is not their Palent. 

To ſet my Notion in a clear Light, let me run 
the Parallel betwixt two Authors, to whote Works 
and Merit, my dear {ſaac, thou'rt no Stranger; 
both eſtcemed by Nations who have a Value for 
Learning. Locke has written a Book which claims 
the Admiration of the Univerſe *, tor good denſe, 
Penetration, and ſtrong Reaſoning : 3 * Temple 


and an Altar ought to be erected in Honour to 


this admirable Pertormance, where, upon certain 
Days, the 1 homittick, Scotick, and Loyolitick 
Philoſophy, ſhould be ſacriticed in Barnt-Offering ; 
nor would there be any great Harm ſhould Ariſto- 
tle's Commentators have the ſame Late, and bg 
deprived of the Greek 1 ext. 

WHATEVER Glory redounds to the Authoy 
(for whom I would have a Lemple erected) for 
th Excellency of his Works, yet many are igno- 
rant of their Merit; his ſole View bing to pleaſe 
Men of Learning, his Subzeets are not treated in 
a gay, eaſy Manner, nor adapted to the Capacity 
of many, who can't bear any Thing that ſeems to 
them obſcure and perplex'd. Bayle is the Man 
whoſe happy Talent has excellcd in handling the 
ſublimeſt Subjects, after the cleareſt, conciſeſt, and 
gay Manner, ſo that his Writings, nervous, lively, 
and protoundly Learned, are within the Reach of 
the meaneſt Capacity: A Woman may learn more 
Natural Philoſophy, and Metaphyticks, in bis 
Thoughts on the Comets, than ten Proteilors 
ever taught in all their Lives. 


R Tas 


* Tho* all the Works of the illytrions Locke are tedious, 
yet his Efay en Human Underjtanding excells. 
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IHE more I endeavour to penetrate, my dear 
Iſaac, into the Cauſe of the French Vivacity, the 
lets I comprehend it; and 1 could wiſh thou 
would'ſt afſiſt me with thy Conjectures, not doubt- 
ing but that, in Travelling, thou haſt the Advan- 
tage of extending thy Knowledge, and improving 
thy Ideas. ; | 

I HAve nothing new to tell thee; for eight or 
ten Days paſt, Paris has made a I ruce with Ad- 
ventures, which, as it is the Theatre ot Folly, 


Love and Gallantry, muſt be the more ſurpciting : 


For this Bout thou muſt be contented with a pretty 
merry Adventure that happened ſometime ago to 
an Opera- Girl, and which J learned from my 


Friend the Chevalier de Maiſin. 


A YOUNG Man, named the Chevalier de S*, 
Officer in the Regiment of C, fell in Love 


with one of the Opera-Girls, call'd La petit-pas: 


He was a handſome young Fellow, but, like 
many others, not over-loaded with Caſh: Gold 
commonly is no Incumbrance to young Sparks; 
and yet, without this Mettle, Opera-Ladies are 
impregnable: The Difficulty of the Conqueſt, and 
the Defire of making it, in{pired him with a pretty 
fingular Expedient : He had never ſpoke to his 
Goddeſs, nor did ſhe know him; his Heart had 
received the mortal Wound from the ſweet Pipe 
and graceful Appearance of this Stage Henus; and, 
as he was her Slave in Love, reſolved to be ſuch 
in every Reſpect, by entering into her Service as 
a Domeſtick, not doubting but that, ſome time 


or other, he ſhould find an Opportunity of ma- 


king himſelf known to Advantage: This Project 
appear'd highly reaſonable, and the Scheme well 
laid down; and no Time was loſt to put it in 
Execution : Accordingly he preſented himſelf, was 
accepted, and, from a Captain in the Regiment of 
C****+*, was metamorphoſed into a Singing-Girl's 
| 3 principal 
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principal Lacquey. Nothing could be more ex- 
act, or more aſſiduous, than Pierrot; ever at a 
Call, and always on the Wing at the Word ot 
Command; ſo that Madam was highly pleated 
with the Acquiſition of her new Valet. 

For five or fix Days the Chevalier made no 
Advances in his Amour; and often the Happinels 
of ſeeing his Raviſher was interrupted by the Vi- 
fits of Beaux, during which poor Pierrot was 
planted in an Anti-chamber, and his Ears grated. 
with a thouſand Things ſadly mortitying to a paſ- 
ſionate and tender Lover; but he was forced to 
ſwallow the Gudgeon: No Pay, no Sw!ſs; nv 
Gold, no Opera-Girl; true Proverbs both, and 
the laſt to his ſad Experience; but at length Czp:d 
had Pity on him; bis Miſtreſs was invited to Sup— 
per at a Country Houſe near Paris; to which, at- 
tended by her faithful Pierrot, ſhe went aiter the 
Opera; but how great was his Surprize, when he 
found that he who entertain'd was his own Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ? A perplexing Circumſtance this; 


for if he abſented, he riſqu'd the being turn'd off; 


and if he waited at I able, he was atraid of being 
diſcover'd; however, he reſolved to riſque the 
latter, hoping that, under his preſent Diizuile, the 
Lieutenant-Colonel would not know him; but 
the Mask dropp'd, and the Colonel found out in 
Pierrot his noble Captain. La petit-pas was ſo 
well pleaſed with this ingenious Stratagem, that 
Maſter Pierrot was admitted to fit at Table, and, 
after Supper, re- conducted in Madam's Coach, 
and honour'd with a Share of her Ladyſhip's Bed 
that Night; who probably found him as agreeable 
a Lover, as he was a zealous Domeſtick ; Enjoy- 
ment increaſed their Fondneſs, and our Lover's 
Happineſs was undiſturbed till the Moment he 

Was obliged to return to his Garriſon, _ 
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dom, yet the World is not without Examples of 
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THERE have been Inſtances ſometimes of 
Courtezans, emulous of Glory, and capable of 1 
a delicate Paſſion; and tho' this happens but ſel- Þ* 


this Kind: When once their Hearts are touch'd, 
tney love more paſſionately than other Women: 
Cupid, having their Byaſs to Debauchery, and the 
Habit contracted in it to ſurmount, muſt drive 
his Arrows deep in their Hearts; ſo that they are 
either inſenſible, or love to Exceſs, knowing no 
Medium. This Country aftords Inſtances of Wo- 
men, who, from the Height of Debauchery, have 
been brought to a regular Behaviour, and this 
happy Change wholly owing to Love, which had 
more per ſuaſive Rhetorick than twenty Preachers 
Sermons. An Author *, who has imitated hop, 
and may be ſaid to be as original as his Model, 
tells the Story of a Koman Courtetan, who paid 
the Tribute of a tender Heart to Love; the ſame 
Fate has happen'd to many others; and if we can 
give Credit to Antiquity, the famous Courtezan 
Lats laviſn'd Favours on Diogenes, which ſhe ſold 
at a high Kate to the Greeks of greateſt Diſtin- 
ction f. FR 

TAKE Care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, and 
be as punctual in thy Anſwers as poſſible. 

Paris, * * K * * | , 


FETTER 
* Fontaine, f One of Ariſtippus's Domeſlicks, ſorry to ſee 
his Maſter lay cut ſuch Sums upon Lais the Courtezan, took 
the Liberty to tell him, that the Cynic Diogenes obtained the 
ſame Favours gratis, which coſt him ſo much Money. I pay 
her, anſwered Ari/tiypus, not that ſhe may not lie with others, 
but that ſhe may lie with me | 
O'peidi{dptvo; Und ointte, 571 0) why auth ToosToy dp- 
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LETTER XXVII. 
AARON MoNCECA 70 IS AA Ox1s. 


]-3 AVING lately given thee my Remarks on 
the Character of the Nobility, Courtiers, and 


Clergy, I ſhall in this Letter endeavour to give 


thee a juſt Idea of the People. 

IRE are not Slaves in this Kingdom, as in 
Germany, nor free as in England; their Situation 
is a Medium betwixt the two, neither expoled to 
the Oppreſſions of tome petty 1 yrants, nor in- 
dulged in the Inſolencies and Brutalities to which 
the Populace has a natural Tendency : Ihe too 
extenſive Privileges of the Eugliſh, render them 
inſupportably arrogant: The common People, in- 
toxicated with their Independancy, and accuſtom'd 


to carry every thing with a high Hand, are as apt, 


upon any Diſguſt, to cauſe Confuſions in the State 
by revolting, as the Janiſaries. | | 

IN France, the People give that Obedience which 
is due to the Sovereign, and are the King's Sub- 
jects, wichout being Slaves to the Nobility; 2 
Lord of the Manor has no Right to the EtteQs 
or Perſons of his Vaſſals; if they pay their Rents 


and Tithes, c. he muſt not moleſt them; they 
are the King's Subjects, and under his Protection, 


and if any Violence ſhould be offer'd, or any In- 
jultice done them, they have Recourſe to Law, 


and it often happens, that the Landlord is caſt by 
his Tenant. > 


WHATEVER Care is taken in this Country 


to prevent the People from being oppreſs'd by tne 


R 3 Nobility, 
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Nobility, yet they are not exempted from the Re- 


ſpect due to Petſons whoſe Birth gives them a di- 


ſtinguiſh'd Rank; they are taught to preſerve the 


Regard which is due to them, and tho' they are 
Not to be Slaves, yet they mult obſerve Decency, 


and a ce'tain Subordination neceſſary to the Peace 
and I ranquility. of the State. 
AN exorbitant Power in the People, is an Ex- 
treme no leis dangerous than deſpotick Power in 
a King. I am perſuaded, my dear Iſaac, that, to 
maintain Harmony ina Kingdom, “ There mutt be 
a ſettled Correſpondence, or a reciprocal Return 
of Duties betwixt the Sovereign and the Sub- 
& je&ts *; but it's my Opinion, that the Clemency, 
Equity, and Juſtice, which a Prince ought to have, 
ſhonld by no means diminiſh the Subordination 
and Obedience of the People. 
Ix a good King ought to be the Father of his 
Subjects, they, in their 'T'urns, ought to be ſub— 
Taiflive as Children, the Duties on both Sides be- 
ing equally ſacred; ſo ſee we Succels, Proſperity, 


and Plenty attending the Monarchy where the In- 
Tcreſts of the Prince and People are thus blended. 


* WHEN the Titles of Grand, Auguſt, Invincible, 


are given to a Sovereign, I take Ambition to be 


tie Source from whence they flow, and look 
upon them as ſecret Wounds, which the State 


feels by the Expence the Prince has been at to ac- 


quire this ill-founded Glory. : 
Wu a Sovereign is called the Father of his 
People, the very Title ſounds his i-anegyrick, and 


contains, in itſelf, all the Qualities neceſſary for 
his making Men happy. 


TRUE Grandeur is founded on Juſtice; this 


Maxim, tho' applicable to all Mankind, regards 


| Princes 
There is, ſays the wiſe La Bruvere, a Commerce, or a 


turn of Duties, betwixr the Sovereign and the Subjects, but 


which are the moſt painful and $couble ſome, I don't. pretend 
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Princes more than private Men. What Juſtice is 
there in making that Rank and Birth, in which 


Heaven has placed them, ſerve to render Millions 


miſerable? 

THERE are Sovereigns who model their Se— 
verities into Maxims, and their Tyranny into an 
Art; they fancy that a Part of their imaginary 
Glory is owing to their Hardneſs of Heart, and 


Want of Compaſſion for Mankind, and therefore, 
inſtead of being ſenſible of the Horror of their 


Conduct, applaud themſelves for it. Theſe blind 
Princes are tne more to be pitied, becauſe it's next 
to an Impoſſibility that they ever can perceive their 
Error; for thoſe who are about them (vile Slaves 
to their Grandeur, and conitant h latterers of their 
Vices) take care not to ruffle them with trouble— 
ſome I'ruths. 

FE w have ſuch eration for wholeſome Ad— 
vice as Sovereigns, who often draw upon the n— 
ſelves the publick Hatred, by Accidents and Oc- 
caſions, which might have b- en avoided, had tney 
been made ſenſible of their Faults: But the Fa- 
vourites and Courtiers, more attentive to their own 
Fortunes, than to their Maſter's Glory, vive them— 
felves no Trouble to prevent his taking wrong 


Meaſures, a friendly and ſincere Advice at Court 


being a dangerous Atte:npt. 

Ir Princes knew how much their lawful Pre- 
rogutives were bounded, they would look upon 
Royalty as a State more painful tnan pleaſant, and 
more gay than ſotid: It they're the chief Judges of 
the Subjects, they are their Fathers too: Such are 


the I'ttles of their Inſtitution, and they regulate 


the Duties to which they are ſubjected, as well as 
the Meaſure of their Power. As Judges, the Ob- 
ſervation of the Laws mult be their conſtant Care; 
and as Fathers, the Happineſs: of the People their 

conſtant 
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conſtant Study, and not to ſacrifice their Lives 
and Fortunes for the empty Pleaſure of Conqueſt, 


IF we ſerioufly reflected on the Weakneſs and 


Frailty of Mankind, it. muſt be ſurpriſing that any 


one ſhould fancy himſelf intitled to command all the 
reſt. God formerly gave Kings tolſrael in his Wrath. 
A ROYAL Infant in the Cradle is rever'd as a 


God the Moment of his Birth: Sometimes he has 


ſcarce attained to the Age of Reaſon, but he de- 
termines the Fate of many Millions, Victims to 
his Caprice: If he loves War, infinite Numbers 
of his Subjects muſt be thrown away; if he is mag- 
nificent, and has a LT aite for fine Palaces, and pub- 
lick Structures, they muſt be ruin'd: Thus they 
are always doom'd to be the Victims of his diffe- 


rent Whimfies. He looks upon the Loſs of eight 


or ten thouſand Men, as of eight or nine hundred 
thouſand Livers, for the Purchaſe of a Place; and 
if he ſpares their Lives, it is not upon their Ac- 


counts, but that he won't make the Purchaſe at 2 


dearer Rate than he thinks it deſerves. 

A PHILOSOPHER is ſtrangely ſurpriſed to 
think of a hundred thouſand Men falling upon an 
equal Number, meerly to gratify the Ambition of 
two Perſons. Is there any thing ſo extraordinary 


as to ſee two hundred thouſand Men (born four 


hundred Leagues from one another, and who have 
no perſonal Quarrel) fall foul of each other as 
Madmen, and to be animated in all their Actions, 
not by their own Hatred, bnt by that of the Prince, 
which is the Rule of their's, both as to Duration 
and Termination. 

TI cAN eaſily conceive how, in jüſt Wars, the 
Subjects enter chearfully into their King's Intereſts; 
and I am no leſs ſenſible why Republicans ſo zea- 


 Jouſly detend their Country, on the Preſervation 


whereof depend their Rights and Liberties ; but in 
arbitrary Government, Patriotiſm 1s not the Los 
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for the People, under a Tyrant and Contemner 
of the Laws, are not Subjects, but Slaves; and 
it is ſcarce to be imagined that an Army of ſuch - 
* diſpirted Soldiers will attempt any thing that's 
grand or diſtinguiſhing ; and yet there are many 
Fiiltainees; even in deſpotick States, of the People's 
i FE bÞcing animated by Self-Intereſt, Emulation for 
> Glory, and the Service of the Prince, as much as 
by the Love of their Country, and which have 
produced the ſame Effects. 


5 Tuff common People never penetrate into what (7 4 
i may be the true Inteteſt of their Country, thoſe 17 
0 in the Adminiſtration ought to let them know dit. of 
* In a monarcinal Government a good King, who Wi 
* is the Father of his Subjects, ſhould adviſe with 165 
it Perſons of the greateſt Experience; and in a Com- [ l 
d mon- Wealth, tnoſe who are at the Head of Affairs '* 
4 cannot be over cautious in guarding againſt mi- 1 
- [M5 ſtaken Notionès?s - \* 
2 Tu Art of Government is the moſt intricate "wy 
of all Sciences; to violate the Laws is a Crime, bY 

0 and to obſerve them always with the ſame Exact— 14 
n nels may be ſo too; thus the Happineſs of the bf 
of People depends on their being adapted to Times 9 
7 and Circumſtances: Prudence ſometimes requires io 
ar | that we conlent to the Preſcription of certain Cu- 1 
ve ſtoms which it would be dangerous to trace to 181 
as their Original; tince, by re-aſcending to their ff 
S, Source, we ſhould often bring back Vices that are i 
e, | 3 aboliſhed, and for which End thoſe very Uſages i 
Dn | # had been eſtabliſhed. N evertheleſs, we mult not, 

do avoid ſuch lnconveniencies, give into arbitrary 
he Law, which would be attended with a [rain of 
$3 | Mistortunes and Inconveniencies: Equity is not 
a- 3 Wwiil, in legible Characters, on the Heart of Man, 
on nor can it be perceived but thro? the thick Veil of 


in | Paſſions. 
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STRICT and ſound Juſtice ought to be exempt 
from Prejudice and Paſſion, contain'd within due 


Bounds, and guarded againit falſe and fantaſtical 


Notions. Betwixt the two Extremes of adhering 
too ſtrictly to the Law, and of taking too great 
Latitudes, there is a juſt Medium, which is the 
preciſe Point where the Happineſs of the People, 
and the Glory of their Governors join: From a 
due Knowledge of this, reſults the Tranquility and 


Weltare of a State. 


then thow'lt be happy. 
Paris, ]. 
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I. ET TER XXVIIL 
Jacos Briro 70 AARON MoNCECAa, 


ARRIVED about fifteen Days ago at Genoa, 
where I met with curious and beautiful Things, 
not much inferior to thoſe of Rome. This City 
abounds with magnificent Palaces, noble Pieces 
of Architecture, Pictures, and Statues, done by 


the ableſt Maſters *; and here I again find ſome 


of thoſe Things which I have ſeen in the ancient 
Metropolis ot the World : But what ſurprizes and 
ſtrikes me molt, is the Difference betwixt the 
Manners of the Geroeſe and the Romans, it being 
; 8 a Thing 


The fineſt rickures at Genoa are thoſe of the famous S- 


 kman, placed in one of the principal Halls of the Dog's 
Palace. The two magnificent Statues, which the renowned 
Puget carved, ate in the Church, at the End of Ponic- Carigha- 
vo, which is al full of beautiful Pictures: But the fineſt 
Church is the City is that of Anmiciaiton, 
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2 Thing very extraordinary to find People in the 


_ racters. 


* 


IHE Komans are naturally lazy, Enemies to 
Labour, and immerſed in Indolence and Effemi- 
nacy: The Genoeſe are induſtrious, intent upon 
Trade, ready to undertake and undergo any Thing, 
if they ſee that the Advantage will recompence 
their Trouble: The Camp gua Romana is an ex- 
cellent Soil, and eaſy to cultivate, yet there's no- 
thing to be found there but Briars and Weeds, 
which ſhelter Serpents, Vipers, and many other 
venemous Creatures: I he Mountains in tne Neigh- 
bourhood of Genoa are cover'd with Olives, Oran— 
ges, and Citrons, which Nature has been forced 
to produce by the Art of the Inhabitants, and their 
indefatigable Induſtry has metamorphoſed a Ridge 


of frighttul Rocks into the fineſt Garden of 


Europe. | 

THe inſupportable Pride and Arrogance of the 
Romans continually involve them in Quarrels with 
all the Sovereign Princes: The Court of Rome, 
{till taken up with aggrandizing Views, lets no 
Opportunity ſlip of attaining her Aim. The Ge- 
#oeſe, tar from endeavouring to augment their 
State, only ſtudy to preſerve what they have, and, 


without encroaching on the Rights of other So- 
how to lecure their own: 


vereigns, think only | 
This is the ſole Aim of all their Politicks. It 
muſt be allowed that their Situation is very Criti- 


cal; France is a formidable Neighbour, much hated, 


tho* they mult diſſemble their Sentiments : Before 
the late Changes in ah, they look'd upon the 
Emperor as a Support againſt Frauce, and though 
they durſt not openly eſpouſe his Intereſt, it was 


ealy to perceive how they ſtood affected: Since 


the Loſs of the M:laneſe they are in a Manner 
Slaves 


fame Climate and Country of ſo different Cha- 
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Slaves to France *; and their Fate is not unlike 
that of the old infirm Lion; for there's ſcarce a 
Prince in {zaly who has not inlulted them, and 
made Demands which would not have been m-n- 
tion'd at any other Lime f. And, as an Addition 
to their Mistortunes, the Ifland of Corſica, which 
belongs to them, has revolted a-new, and has 
given them much Diſturbance, without being able 
to gain any Ground. It the Gezoeſe had been as 
politick in Domeſtick Affairs, as tney are in the 
Concerns which they have with Foreign Princes, 
Corſica had never taken Arms: Theſe People, 
content with their Lot, inſtead of revolting, would 
have ſacrificed their Lives and Fortunes for the 
Safety of the Republick ; but the Oppreſſions of 
Governors put over them, and the inſupportable 
Arrogance of the Genoeſe Nobility, have forced 
them to violent Meaſures. 7; | 
I EIS Part of my Letter conducts me inſenſi- 
bly to the Form of a Republican Government, 
the Diſpute has long run whether it is preferable 
to Monarchy; they who are Sticklers tor Liberty 
maintain that it's dangerous to be ſubject to the 
Caprice of one Man, and that *tis hard to be ſub- 
jected to the Will of a ſingle Peron, who is not 
accountable for his Actions: Abſolute Power ap— 
pears to them as an Infringement on the Laws of 
Nature and Nations, and they can't bear that a 
Man ſhould pretend to any l itle of governing, 
but. what is given him by them. Thoſe, on the 
contrary, who are for Monarchical Power exclaim 
againſt the Inconveniencies of being ſubjected to 
| La a hundred 
This Letter was written before the Peace was concluded 
in 1736. f The King of Sardinia has improved the favouta- 
ble Conjunctuies, which the laſt War gave him, to obtain 
many Things of the Genseſe, which he would never have got 
but by his Alliance with France and Spain. By the by let me 


here add, that 1 don't believe there are two People who hate 
one another more than the Genceſe and Piedmonteſe. 
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a hundred different Perſons: This, in their Opi- 
nion, is to have a hundred Kings in place of one; 
and to be born a Republican is to be the Subject 
of many Sovereigns. If Subjection be our Fate, 


Why not to one Prince, rather than ſeveral? It 1 


muſt be reduced to this Condition, it matters nat 
whom 1 ſerve; beſides, when a King is good, he 
makes the whole State happy, and his Virtuc alone 
is ſufficient to render a whole Kingdom fortunate : 
But in a free State, the Virtue of one Scnator is 
counter-balanced by the Vice of another, and the 
Diſintereſtedneſs of one Place-Man by the Ava» 
rice of ſome Collegue; thus there's a perpetual 
Contraſt between the chief Men of a Republick, 
extremely prejudicial to private Men. 

Tris is the main Defect of the Genoeſe Go: 


vernment, the Nobility are the Blood- ſuckers and 


Tyrants of the meaner Sort of People: Under 
the vain Pretext of an imaginary Liberty, in a di- 
ſtant View, they {trip thein of their Riches, and 
ſhare the Fruit af their Labours. ; 

THE Republick of Holland is otherwiſe man- 


naged; its wile and moderate Government has 


{et Limits between the Power of Magiſtrates, and 
the Privileges of private Men; the one have, by 
the Laws of the State, a neceſſary, but limited 
Power; and the others are obedient, without being 
Slaves: A Sort of Equality, v hich has been care— 
fully preſerved, is the Baſis of this delightful Har- 
mony; but as there is nothing abſolutely perfect, 
Brutality is the Conſequence of too great Liberty, 
yet even this is confined to the loweſt Clats. 
WHEN we examine, without Prejudice, 22 
Partiality for our native Country, the ditterc! 
Forms of Governments, we're at a Loſs to 955 
termine the Preference. There is in all Countries 
a Mixture of Good and Bad, and which Side to 


take, is the Difficulty : Monarchy wilely conducted 
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where the Government is prudently, and in a right 


the I hrone. 
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is a happy and fortunate State; Common -Wealths, 


Proportion ſhared between the Magiſtrates and the 
People (as that of the United Provinces) ſecures 
perpetual Liberty, and yet both are liable to ter- 
rible Viciſſitudes. One Nero does more Harm 
than ten Titus's can retrieve: Henry IV. could not 
repair the hundredth Part of the Damages done by 
bis Predeceffor Heury III. In Common-Weal!ths 
there happen Events equally prejudicial to the State: 
The Jealouſies and Hatred of ſome private Men 
throw the People into ſurpriſing Calamities. Jy/- 
la and Marius, Pompey and Ceſar, Auguſtus and 
Mark- Anthony, ſacrificed more Citizens, than a 
hundred Years Wars apainſt the Enemies of the 
Republick: And the late Diviſions among the Si 
_ done Milchiefs which they'll feel tor a long 
ime. 12415 ee 
I'is morally impoſſible to find a Form of Go- 
vernment which has not its Good and Evil: The 
leaſt Worlt is the. beſt; and 'tis a Folly to deter- 
mine whether the Monarchical or Republican Go- 
vernment be the beſt. As their Value and Merit de- 
pend on certain Circumſtances, when theſe don't 
occur, the Preference may be given alternately to 
one and t' other, according to Occurrences. 
WIE may however confidently aſſert, that among 
Monarchical and Republican Governments, there 
are are ſome leſs bad than others. Tis eaſy to |? 
perceive that France is not ſubj e to the Troubles | 
and Confuſions of the Ottoman Empire: The Laws 
that have fixed the French Monarch's Power are 
the ſureſt Guarantces of its Duration, and the Sup- 
port of his Authority. On the contrary, the de- 
ipotick Will of the Sultans often proves their Ruin: 
Were they leſs Maſters of gratifying whatever 
Whims they may take, they would fit ſecurer on 
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THERE is fill a greater Difference berwixt tho 


Dutch and Gengeſe Governments, than there is be— 


tween that of the Treuch Court and Ottoman Porte. 


The People of Gensa have no more than the Sba— 


dow of Liberty, being, under a ſpecious gilded 
Name, downs right Slaves to all the Senators“. A 
Burgher pays the ſame Deference to a Member of 
the Privy, or of the Grand Council, as a Par:/tan 
does to Louis XV. Ihe Nobles make them daily 
feel that they are the Maſters of the State, and the 
only Perſons intitled to Dignities and Employ- 


ments. 


A PRIVATE Man, whatever Merit he may 
have, is confined all his Life to the obſcure Ho- 
nours' of ſoine inferior Poſt; a rigorous Law ex- 
cludes him for ever from Places of Contequence 
in the Republick, to which the Nobility only can 


aſpire: Virtue, Courage, and Reſolution, are bet- 


ter rewarded in a Monarchical State, and may 
conduct one to the higheſt Rank; and, tho' private 


Perſons meet with more Obſtacles in their Way 


than great Men, yet they're not excluded by the 
L. | | | 

THE Dutch Government has regulated the 
Rights of. its Subjects with ſuch Equality and J u— 
ſtice, that they are all encouraged to defend their 
Country, where they have Peace, Tranquility, and 
the Path to Honours, free and open, if they de- 
ſerve them; ſo that whoever has Merit may at- 
tain to any thing. When an eminent Poſt is to 
be beſtowed, no old muſty Records are ſearch'd 
into for the Titles of Anceſtors, and no Regard 
is had to the Qualities of thoſe who lived two 
hundred Years ago. Preſent and perſonal Virtue 
has its Reward, and whoever would be preat in 
Holland, muſt be Virtuous; in a State ſo well 
governed, every Citizen is his Country's Child. 
NN 8 2 1 
* And til] more ſo to the Monks and Inquiſitors. 
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In the Republick of Genoa, the common People 
look upon themſelves as Foundlings, ignorant of 
their Mothers, and conſequently the Government 
finds but cold Returns from their Aﬀections : The 
molt abſolute Sovereigns are much dearer to their 
Subjects, than the Heads of this Republick are to 
their Fellow-Citizens. It under deſpotick Power 
there's no Patriotiſm, Selt-intereſt, and the Deſire 
of attaining to Honours to gratify one's Ambition 


(Hopes to which the Gezoeſe muſt not pretend) 


jupply the Want of Love to one's Country, and 
the Deſire of ſupporting its Liberty and Privile- 
* But the Poſt is going, and I muſt end my 
Letter. . 

TAKE Care of thy Health, and may Heaven 
protect thee againſt thy Enemies, and make thee 
proſperous in Trade. 

5 Genoa, * KNA 
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LETTER XXIX. 


AARON MONCECA r ISAAC Onis. 


] H4ve. acquainted thee of ſeveral Methods 


which the Monks have invented to ſtrip the 
People of their Money, but as yet I have ſaid 
nothing of the principal Branch of their Revenue: 
They make the Nazarenes believe, that there's a 
Place where the Souls, after Death, go to do 
Pennance for tome venial Sins, which. deſerve 
not the Wrath of God *. They have appropriated 
to themſelves the ſole Right of releaſing thoſe 


(1 WhO 


* Purgatory, 
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who are condemn'd to this Place of Expiation : 
and, for a certain Sum of Money, limit the Ex- 
tent of divine Juſtice: Their Favour is ſo great 
with the Sovereign Being, that one would think 
they had farm'd the Privilege of admitting whom, 


they pleaſed to the Beatifical Viſion. 


SOME of the Nazarezes have refuſed to ſab- 
mit to this Doctrine; and maintain that at Death 
God determines our F ate; which has ſo provok'd 
the Monks, that they have declared them ſeperated 
from their Communion ; and would have much 
rather put up with their denying a Hell (a Place 
indeed of no Profit to the Prieſts) than that they 
ſhould inveigh againſt their uſeful Purgatory : When 
a Man is damned, Prayers, Candles, and Charities, 
cannot alter his Fate; but, when he's in Purga- 
tory, it his Heirs are in good Circumſtances, they 
mult pay heartily for his Releafement ; Loads of 


 Wax-Caudles, Money to build a Chappel for fome 


old or new Saint, and Prayers ſung in full 
Choirs, o. 

WHEN a Soul, condemned to the expiatory . 
Flames, proves a good Milk-Cow, the Monks 
are not raſh to deliver it, and thereby loſe ſo good 
2 Perquiſite; they only eaſe it a little, by modi- 
fying the Fire, and ordering the tartarian Smiths 
to blow the Coals more or lets, as the Money 
comes in. It often happens that the Monks per- 
mit ſome of thoſe Souls, for whoſe Deliverance 
the Parents forget the neceſſary Contributions, to 
make a Trip into the World to ſollicit ſome of 
their Friends to beſtow a ſmall Matter for their 
Delivery out of that diſagrecable Place: 1 hey 
uſually make their Appearance in I lame-colour'd 
Robes, to denote their ſuffering State: Whereas 
the Souls of the Damned, when they appear, arc 
cldathed in black and diſmal Weeds: The Souls 
of the Bleſſed appear in Linnen Robes, white as. 

8 Snow. 
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Snow. If a Man is but the leaſt acquainted with 


the Books of Nazarene Miracles *, he cannot 


miſs to know the different Dreſſes of all the Souls, 
and, by the Tone of the Voice, to know their 
State in the other World +. 

WHAT I ſay of the Nazarene Credulity will 
appear ſo ſtrange, that thou'lt perhaps imagine I 


_ over-[tretch Things; but, I aſſure thee, that the 


Picture is done to the Life, and according to 
Truth; ard, if thou confider*ft that none but the 
meaneſt Soxt give into theſe Chimeras, thou'lt 
the more eaſily believe what I tell thee: Men, to 
whom Reflection, Study, or even common Senſe, 
tay open the Ridiculouſneſs of theſe Frauds, think 
it none of their Buſineſs to undeceive the filly 
Simpletons, and thereby draw a Crowd of Ene- - 
mies upon their Backs, and therefore only regrete 
in Secret the Errors of the deluded People. li 
there's no Religion in the World in which the 
Penple-are fo ſuperſtitious as in the Nazerexe, 10 
neither is there any where People of a certain 
Rank give leſs Credit to the Fables of Monks. 

IHE Preachers at Paris are conſtantly thun- 
der ing againſt the Neglect of Nazarene Precepts, 
and propheſy extraordinary and ſudden Changes 
in Religion, without more Docility, aud a ſtronger 
Belief Of what is told them; yet their Diſcourſes 


add but little to their Credit, Reaſon, enlighten- 


ing the Mind, lays open their Impoſtures. 

Ax the tenth Century, the Monks took it into 
Qheir Heads to preach the End of the World, and 
per ſuaded the People that, as the Earth was to be 
oon reduced to nothing, they had no further Oc- 


caſion for any Thing in it; fo that all ran with 


their Effects to the Clergy, who, by that Strata- 
gem, became the univerſal Heirs of all Europe; 
See $5569 13% 28 wad; 
dee the Inſtitution of All-Souls Day. 4 See the Book in- 
titled, Penſe3-y-bien, The Life of Sr, Bruno, &c. 
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and, in leſs than thirty or forty Vears, poſſeſſed 
in France, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, &c. a large 
Half of the Revenues of thoſe Kingdoms: At 
laſt, Peoples Eyes were opened, and in the Ages 


ſucceeding to this of Ignorance, the Veil dropp'd, 
and Truth appear'd. ks 
| ; ABOUT two hundred Years ago, two illu- 
e = ſtrious Men “* reliev'd good Senſe from Slavery; 
) * ſupported by Reaſon, they (ſtruggled againſt the 
- 5 Torrent of Ignorance, reſtored Sciences, and paved 
t * the Way for that Crowd of great Men who fol- \ 
0 * lowed. The Wars and Diſorders which enſued 1 
„ upon their Opinions, made them be look'd upon it 
K as Diiturbers of the publick Peace: But, beſides 11 
y that this odious Title cannot juſtly be aſcribed 45 
-- - FE but to their Perſecutots, ought we to regrete 1 
te =” Troubles that lead to a ſolid Calm, that reſtore K 
It F* a Man to the Uſe of Reaſon, and reſcue him Fl 
je from the Ignorance in which he walltowed? # 
0 85 TE Os E of the Nazarenes, who are Enemies to 1 
in trheSentiments of Luther and Calvin, do them the 9 
Jjuſtice to own, that they have diſengaged Reaſon (4 
U- > from its Prejudices, and that they are the Reſtorers | 
s, of the baniſh'd Sciences; they only condemn them | 
es for having puſhed their Opinion, with Refpect to 


er | = certain Articles of the Nazarexe Faith, too far; 
es | and of having rendered Religion too plain and 
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n- | * fimple, by remounting to the firſt Inſtitution. 1 
TDhey pretend that Rites and Ceremonies are au— i 

to = thoriſed by Poſſeſſion and Cuſtom, and that 'tis bl 
nd | dangerous to tracc. them to their Source. Laws l 
be] and Precepts are, in their Opinion, like Rivers h 
c- | Z that ſwell and grow famous as they run along: wn 
ith ! 3 Thoſe who have no other Rule but the Inſtitution [| 
ta- of a Cuſtom, which has been in Force for ſeveral Ki 
de; Ages, and who are always for going back to the Rl 
1d, 1 Source, are apt to be lcd aſtray. eh - i, 28 pl 
* Lither and Calvin, | 

| 


2 _— 
- I PW 2 fs." < 
a — — 


200 JewWisn LETTERS. 


In Matters where Religion has no Concern, 
theſe Opinions ſeem to be well founded, but not 


ſo where the Caſe is Faith and Belief, for the more 


{imple and plain they are, the more valuable: How 
happy had it been for us if two of our Doctors 
had done in Fadaiſm, what thoſe have done Naga- 
reniſin we ſhould have been delivered from a Y oak 
of Ceremonies, which appear to me daily more 
and more uſeleſs. 

I'LL frcely own that the more I give myſelf up 
to Study and Philoſophy, the leſs I am farisfieq 
with the Viſions of our Rabbies : I have already 
given thee my Thoughts on this Head. It were 
to be wiſh'd, for the Good of Iſrael, that they 
were all as diſcreet and prudent as thee; we ſhould 
not be reproached with thoſe Opinions, which, 
tho? they contain nothiug prejudicial to the Fun- 
damentals of our Religion, nor any ways apper- 
tain to it, yet do us conſiderable Harm, in the O- 
pinion, of thoſe who ſearch not to the Bottom of 
Things. When we would judge of a Religion, 
we muſt have no Regard to the Superfices, or out 
Side, but go directly to the Foundation, or Baſis, 
and from them form a judgment: But what can 
be ſaid to a Heap of Maxims and Cuſtoms of no 


Signifi cation, and which are to Religion, what 


Drels, is to a Man, and only ſerve to hide the 
Faults or Beauties of a Law. 

Lr me ſuppoſe, for a Minute, that a Chineſe 
Philoſopher a Diſciple of Confacias, who has no 
Notion of Europe, ſhould be brought into it, and 
deſired to give his Opinion of the Beauty of Ja- 
daiſm, of which a Nazarene gives him a Picture 
true, but drawn ſo as to ridicule it.“ The Law, 
« ſays he to him, of the {ſrae/r2es, conſiſts in cut- 
« ting no Bread, but with their own Knife ; ra- 
« ther to ſtarve than to eat of certain Meats; in 
1 enging with certain Contorſions and Grimaces ; 
66 in 
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ec in being the Butchers themſelves of what they 


„ kill; in not taſting the Juice of the Grape preſſed 
„ by thoſe of another Religion; and in believing 


« that they may lawtully deceive.all that are not 
« of their Communion, c.“ What could this 
Chineſe Philoſopher think, on hearing ſuch a ridi- 


culous Account of it? But if an {ſ/raelite, ſtrip- 


ping Religion of the exterior and uſeleſs Orna- 
ments, ſhould ſhew it in its native Dreſs, and tell 
him, that he believes one God, a Spirit immenſe, 


eternal, and omnipotent, who made all Things 


out of nothing, who ſuſtains every Thing by his 
Will, who puniſhes the Bad, and rewards the 
Good; the Philoſopher, charm'd with theſe Ideas, 
and aſtoniſh'd with 'I'ruth, ſtriking on his Heart, 
confeſſes that the Few believes and follows what 
the moſt refined Reaſon clearly demonſtrates : If, 
in the reſt of the Jewiſh Law, he perceives Crrors, 


f | he blames the Men that introduced them, ad di- 


ſtinguiſhes the Eſſential from the Superficial. 


1He Nazarene Religion, as it is repreſented by 


the Firſt-rate Doctors, throws a {ſtronger Brilliant 
than ours; they have all our firſt Principles, but 
feem to have refin'd upon the Conſequences: Out 


Morality has ſomething ſevere and ſavage; their's 


ſeems to be dictated by the Divine Word: Hone- 
ſty, Candour, the Pardoning of Enemies, and all 
the Virtues, which the Heart and Mind can em- 
brace, are ſtrictly commanded; nothing can diſ- 


penſe them from their Duty, ſo that a true Naza- - 


rene is à perfect Philoſopher. In other Religions, 
Men ſeem to ſerve God from the ſordid Principle 
of Intereſt; and the Nazarexes alone have the Af- 


fection of Children for ſo good a Father: They 


ſerve him for himſelf, and not from the Motive 


of Reward; whereas we Fews pray for Riches, | 


Plenty, and good Ihings of this World: We have 
been in all Limes but too little concerned 5 
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the other. When Jeruſalem was in its Glory, we 
had ſeveral in our Communion who thought the 
Soul was mortal . If they ask'd Favours they 
did not mean after Death, they had no Occaſion 
for them then; and when Life was attended with 
too many Misfortunes, they prevented God's con- 
tinuing them, by putting violent Hands on them- 
ſelves; Conſider only how ridiculous. it is to ad- 
mit of a God, and to limit his Power. | 
FAREWEL, my dear {/aac; *tis. long ſince I 
beard from thee [1h yo |, 
„ Pal, 
, * The Sadducees. 
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IS AAC ORIS o AARON MONCECA, 


hd wh a 


HE Death of the Baſhaw Oſman *, of which 
thou art ſo curious to know the Particulars, 
was a Piece of falſe News, publiſhed at Conſtan- 
tinople: He is ſtill in Beſuia; and a dangerous 
Diſtemper, which brought him to the Brink of the 
Grave, gave Occaſion to the Report of his Death: 
His Health is not perfectly recovered, and his 
Friends are ſtill in Fears of a dangerous Relapſe. 
I' uE Conſtancy with which Oſaan look'd Death 
in the Face, hath acquired him the Eſteem of thoſe 
who are pleaſed with Heroiſin in ſuch Caſes. 
When the Phyſicians had loft all Hopes of pre- 
ſerving his Lite, he himſelf, finding that he was in 
2A State from which he could have no Proſpect of 
| £20735 7 % 2511-1  MECOVEr}/ 
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Recovery, divided ſach Effects as were at his Dit- 


poſal, among thoſe who ſerved him; and dictated 


a Letter to the Grand Vizir, giving him an Ac- 
count of the State in which he left the Province 
committed to his Care: He alto wrote to the 


Counteſs Bonneval, his former Spouſe, and to 


one of his Friends, with whom he had always cor- 
reſponded by Letters ever ſince he was in Zarky', 
and thereafter talk'd familiarly to his Secretary oft 
the principal Events of his Life. My Memory, 
„ ſaid he, will be an Inſtance of the moſt fi niſh'd 
« Misfortune, and the firmeſt Conſtancy : All 
the Crofles and Diiappointments I have under- 
gone, have not been able to divert my Thoughts 
from Revenge againſt Enemies; and, if I have 
© not been ſo happy as to ſee my Deſigns ſucceed; 
« the Confuſion they have been put into, frortt 
« the Evils which they dreaded from me, 1s fome 
Sort of Satisfaction tor not really being able to 
& cruſh them.” Hd _ 
DuRiNG the Baſhaw's Diſtemper ſeveral E- 
vents happen'd, which diſcovered the Firmneſs of 
his Mind, under the Weight that deprets'd him. 
A Nazarene Prieſt, imagiuing that the Prejudices 
of Y outh would have an Influence on the Baſhaw, 
in his laſt Moments, put on a Tarkfb Habit, and 
deſired to ſpeak with him about Matters of Im- 
portance. Uſman, during the Courſe of his Ma- 
lady never deſiſted from doing Buſineſs (his Caſe 
being rather a ſinking of Spirits, and languiſhing, 
than acute Pains) be thercfore ordered that the 
pretended Tark, who had Secrets of Conſequence 
to reveal, ſhould be admitted. N 
IHE Prieſt ſoon after his Reception confeſſed 
his Diſguiſe, and begg'd of Oſman that he would 
remember he was born a Nazarene, and that he 
would be undone for ever, without returning to 
the Law which he had abandoned: He then made x 
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long and pathetic Diſcourſe, to which the Baſhaw 
liſtened very attentively. rg 
- WHEN the Prieſt had ended his long- ſtudied 
Harrangue, © I'll now, ſaid Oſman, give you as 
« wholeſome Advice, as what you have plcnti- 
„fully beſtowed upon me: Lake Care, for the 
« future, not to risk ſuch dangerous Steps as this 
« is; the Tarks don't underſtand jeſting with Re- 
« ligion; and if they knew that you were attempt- 
« ing to ſeducea Proſelyte, you would not eatily 
ce get out of the Scrape: All the Muſſelmen do 
« not look upon the Intereſts of Mabomet with 
& the ſame Coolneſs that I do; therefore take my 
„ Advice, and risk no more being impaled.” 
 T' me Prieſt was preparing to renew the Attack, 
but Oſman told him, „ There's enough for this 
„Time, the Audience you deſit'd has been abun- 
« dantly long.” © Muft J then be ſo unlucky, 
« replicd the Prieſt, as to have gain'd nothing upon 
« your Soul.” „ No, ſaid the Baſhaw, but you 
« have converted my Purſe, which, I ſuppoſe, is 
as dear to you as the other.” And then he or- 
dered his Secretary, who was the only Witneſs 
of this Conference, to give the Nagarene a hun- 
dred Pieces, and diſmiſs him. 5 | 
I HAvE been told another Paſſage about / 
man, Which ſtruck me, and which proves the Þ ree- 
dom of Mind he preſerved during his Sicknels : 
His Iman, who idolized Money, and who paſſed 
for a Rogue, fatigued him often with the Rehear- 
ſal of Mahomet's rare Qualities, and of the Hap- 
pineſs that he was going to taſte with the Pro- 
phet's Favourites. Heark-ye, ſaid the Baſhaw, 
« doſt thou think, after Death, to be in the Num- 
« ber of his Favourites?” © Without Donbt, re- 
« plied the Iman, for having had the Happinets 


« to ſerve the Prophet in this World, to be fur ö 
„ ſhall have a diſtinguiſhed Place in the other,” 
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« So much the worſe, ſaid the Baſhaw, for if ſuch 


« many honeſt People.” 


THEY tell twenty other 


% Rogues, as thou art, go thither, I ſhould think 
myſelf in very bad Company, and would rather 
chuſe to go with the Nazarezes, whom thou 
damneſt, becauſe among them there are a great 


Stories of Oſinam, 


which 1 ſhall not mention. 'The Philoſophers here 


admire him more than the Ancients did Seneca: 


They pretend that the Pagan Philoſopher, in his 
laſt Diſcourſe, expreſſed too great a Concern for 
the Loſs of Life; whereas the other expected Death 
with a manly Aſſurance, neither dreading, nor 
wiſhing for it: Thus Petronius contemplated the 
Horrors of his Fate, and ſupported his Character 
even in his laſt Words and Sentiments, by ſhew- 
ing a Joy and Serenity of Mind in the Midit of 
the Bath, bluſhing with the Blood that ſtreamed 


from his Veins. In my Opinion, Petronius died as. 


a Philoſopher, and Seneca as a Man condemned 


to Execution. 


WE daily ſee People, brought upon a Scaffold 
for Execution, harranguing the Spectators with 
tedious Kyrietfles of moral Sentences, a Thing 
very common in Euglaud, where few are hang'd 
without pronouncing Dying Speeches; but where 
do we find Men capable, in their laſt Moments, 


to vanquiſh Prejudices, and, like 
ſerve that noble Compoſure of Mind? 


Oſman, to pre— 


I FRANKLY own, my dear Monceca, that, as 


much Philoſopher as I am, I ſhould be loath to 


die out of the Pale of Judaiſm; the firtt Notions 
conceived in Infancy, and cultivated ever after, 
are irreſiſtable. I have Ground to believe that / 


man is dubious about the Nazarene Religion, he 
was ſuſpected as ſuch while he profeſſed that Law; 
tis highly probable, if not certain, that he's leſs. 
affected with Mabometiſm; however, in this State 
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of Uncertainty, it ſo be that he thinks there is ſuch 
a I hing as Religion, 'tis likely his Heart, by the 
Influence of firſt Impreſſions, will incline towards 
the Chriſtian Scheme. Some Perſons, with whom 
he was intimate, pretend that his Byaſs is towards 
our Side; if this be. true, it accounts for his Sere- 
nity of Mind: The Letters he wrote to his Lady 
and to his Friend, and of which Copies are handed 
about at Conſtantinople, ſeem to confirm this Opi- 


nion: For thy Satisfaction I ſend thee Extracts 
of them. | | | 


Letter from Count BONNEVAL to his Lady. 


« PERMIT me, Madam, to employ the laſt 
« Moments of Life in expreſſing the Concern I'm 
« under for that which my Change of Religion 
« mult have given you: People of Rank and Di- 


« ſtinction will attribute it to a reſolute Temper, 


« but the ignorant Vulgar cannot ſee through the 
« eil of Myſteries; ſo that you muſt ſufter for 
„the Crime that I have committed. Revenge 
« made me Tark, and, as ſuch, the ſame Paſſion 
« will lead me to my Grave. I wait my Doom 
with the ſame Tranquility in Aſia, and dread it 
« no more than it I were in the Midſt of Paris: 
« We pity your Fate, and you lament ours; and 
« both of us think we're in the Right; but while 
« the doubtful Caſe is undecided, 1 hope Heaven 


will make us both happy, you in this World, 


«K and me in the next.” 
Letter from Count BONNEVAL to the Dake 
| of *** | 
« I AM now bootedand ſpurr'd, my dear Duke, 
« for a long Journey; and, after I am gone, my 


„% Heirs will have no Preſents to make to Hoſpi- 


« tals, nor Demands from Curates, Friars, and 


„ Church-Wardens, to ſatisfy: My Iman will 


conduct 


2 
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« conduct me into the Vault without any Forma- 
« lity, and affure all Aſia, that I am with Mabo- 
« net in the Manſion of the Bleſſed ; his Funeral- 
„% Oration will be a pompous Deſcription of my 
« Celeſtial Seraglio of Virgin-Wives, which the 
« good Angels have prepared for me, and with 
« whom I ſhall paſs an Eternity in exquitite Rap- 
« tures; whilſt in Fance, and Germany, the Monks 
« will cry themſelves hoarſe with my Apoltacy : 
« One will count the Number of Laſhes with 
« which Aſtaroth regaled me at my Reception into 
« Hell; another will reckon up the Fire-brands 
« which Belxebub has kindled to broil me, and 
« the Cauldrons of boiling Oil in which I have 
% been ſous'd: A ſtrange Effect this of human 


« Caprice, that after Death 1 ſhall be happy on 


_ 


this Side the Danube, and unhappy on the other! 


„ You, my dear Duke (to whom my Fate is no 


„ Surprize, and who, ſenſible of the immenſe 
« Power of God, acknowledges his Goodneſo) 
e preſerve the Memory of a Friend, who, not- 
„ withſtanding his Misfortunes, deſerves your E- 
« ſteem, and even the Admiration of his Ene- 
„ mies. 

A JE w, my dear Monceca, a true Haellite, 
would on a Death-Bed write no otherwiſe: Tho' 
the Baſhaw does not declare himfelf openly, *tis 
eaſy to read into his Sentiments; and, ſuppoſing 
him really to be ſuch, his not making mlauthen- 


tick Profeſſion, is an unpardonable Weakneſs, _ 


ſince our purified Law expreſly forbids all ſuch 


Diſguiſe : If the Baſhaw be a Few, he mult be of 


the Sect at Paris *, mentioned in thy fourth Let- 
ter, who make no Uſe of Circumciſion, nor ſo 
much as know that they are of the Few; Faith: 
The Baſhaw, as thoſe of Paris, performs no ex- 
ternal Worſhip, and oy no Ceremonies. 
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NEVERTHELESS, my dear Monceca, wr 
mutt nece{larly believe that, ſince God has created 
Man to ſerve him, he has preſcrib'd Rules of Wor- 
ſnip. What Contufions would. ariſe from every 
Perſon's having a different Way of Thinking about 
the Worſhip due to the Deity? The Mind of Man, 
apt to err, would ſoon relapſe into Idolatry; and 
we ſhould ſee him, with the Cenſer in his Hand, 
doing Homage to the vileſt Animals, deitying Flow- 
ers, and cultivating thouſands of Gods in his Kit- 
chen-Garden. | | | 

SINCE writing what's above, I'm aſſured that 
the Baſhaw is perfectly recovered. Take care of 
thy Health, my dear Monceca, and may thy Proſ- 


pcrity ſtil! increaſe. — 

** KN 83 
Conſtaucinople, Fa Poa 
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LETTER XXXI. 
AARON MoxcEcA 70 ISAAC ONIS. 


T COMMUNICATED thy Letter concerning 

Ojaan Baſhaw's Sickneſs to ſome of my learn- 
cd Friends, and they all agree that 'tis the very 
Picture of the Man: Some blam'd his furious 
Leal to deſtroy that Religion in which he was 
born, and maintain'd that this Conduct has quite 
ruin'd his Reputation: Others were of a different 
Opinion, alledging, that tho' a Change of Reli- 


gion from political Views may be unpardonable 


in the Sight of God, it no ways affects the Gen- 
tleman. The Diſpute went high on both Sides, 
and ended (as it moſt commonly happens in ſuch 
Caſes) in every one's adhering to his own Opi— 

95 5 nion: 


Matter to decide the Queſtion. The Beliet of a 
Deity is neceſſary to the Man of Honour; and 
this Deity having eſtabliſh'd a Worſhip to be paid, 
it follows, by a natural Conſequence, that who 


that no Change is allowable but for the better. 
Tre World condemns Diffimulation as a 
Crime; and is not the feign'd Belief of a Thing, 


which we inwardly laugh at, a continual Ditlt- 
mulation? I ſhould leſs blame an Atheiſt (it any 


ſuch there be) than one who believes a Deity, 
and who honours him in a Way that he knows to 


be diſagreeable: The one offends againſt Light 


and Conviction, and the other, by his unhappy 
Blindneſs and Ignorance. A King of France would 


no doubt be leſs offended at an ignorant £7h:9- 


Pian, who ſhould deny that there ever was ſuch & 
Perſon, than at a Spaniard, who ſhould hold ſuch 
inſolent Diſcourſe. Beſides, I am poſitive that 
there is no Atheiſt truly convinc'd of his Opinion, 
nor can I believe that even thoſe who paſſed in 
the World for the Champions of Atheiſm thoughr 
what they ſaid: The more Genius they had, the 
more Arguments they found to prove their Sy- 
ſtem; and conſequently the more they muſt diſ- 
cover the Falſhood in their own refin'd Ideas; 
which Matter, ſtretch'd to the higheſt Point that 
it's capable of, could never produce. Lo 
I's there any Thing ſo ridiculous, ſo abſurd, as 


to imagine that Confuſion and Diſorder could 


produce the Regularity of the Univerſe? that 2 
Maſs of joſtling Atoms could form Matter ca- 
pable of foreſeeing Futurity, of diſcerning the 
Courſes and Revolutions of the celeſtial Bodies, 


of meaſuring the vaſt Expanſe of the Heavens, of 


communicating its Thoughts, Sentiments, and all 
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nion: As for my Part, I think it's no very difficult 


believes muſt practiſe what is commanded, and 


its internal Motions to another thinking Matter 
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of the ſame Make? ls it poflible that a Man can 
leriouſly reflect on a Subject that ſpeaks ſo plainly 
the Divinity, and be really perſuaded that there's 
no ſuch Being? No, my dear ſaac, I can't believe 
it! however fond an Ep:careaz may be of his for- 
tuetous Courſe of Atoms, yet, when he's in his 
duepelt Meditations, I ruth holds her Torch be— 
tore his Eves, and, tho' he ſhut them, unwillin 

0 be enlighten'd, the Glare muſt raiſe his Doubts, 
WERE I, this Moment that I am writing to 
Thee, an Epicurean, I ſhould be ſtrangely difficulted 
to conceive how a thouſand Millions of Parti- 
cles, or Atoms, jumbled together by Chance, had 
produced this Letter. What! ſhould I ſay, a 
„ {econd Principle drawn from a firſt! a Juſtneſs 
in Reaſoning, clear and diſtinct Ideas, are they 
« form'd by Caprice, ſupported by Caprice, and 
„continued by Caprice? Is the moſt perfect Re- 
gularity, and the Continuation of that Regu- 
* Jarity only owing to Confufion and Chance *? 
That which has evidenc'd ſuch infinite Wiſdom 


% and 
Nam ſimul ac Ratio tun cæpit vociferari 
Naiwram Rerum haud divina Mente co-ortam 2 
Diffuciunt Animi Terrores, Mania Mundi 
Diſcedunt, tetum video per Inane geri Res. 
> = = - - - - , Nuſquam apparent Acheruſia Templa. 


Lucret, de Rerum. Natur. Libr, III. Verſ. 14. &c. 


Thus Paraphraſed: 

When once thy Reaſon took the Task to prove, 
That Nature ow'd no Frame to Powers above; 
My Mind was calm, my Terrors all withdrew, 
And Acheruſia* leſſen'd in my View. 

* A River taken for the Entrance of Hell. 


When Knowledge and Penetration, ſays Lucretius, ſpeaking 
of Epicurus, had laid open the Secrets of Nature, every Thing 
called out, if I may ſo ſay, that the World was not the Work 
of a Divine Sprit. Our Terrors then evaniſhed, the Limits 


of the Wocld were femov'd, and we perceived that Hell and 
Acteron were but Fables. 


ſon to reject it. 
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« and Foreſight in forming and preſerving the 


« World, muſt it not be ſomething divine that 
« deſerves the higheſt Honours and Sacrifices?“ 
Ir 1 believed the Epicurean Syſtem, when I be- 
hold the Sun on our Horizon bending his rapid 
Courſe towards the Antipodes, ſuch would be my 
Exclamation; © Hail, eternal Chance! incom- 
« prehenſible Irregularity ! admirable Confuſion ! 


« which maintains Order and Regularity ; which 


<« preſerves and perpetuates that divine and ſur- 


« prizing Harmony, ſeen and felt in all the Parts 


« of the Univerſe; permit me to render thee the 


« Honours that other blind Mortals pay to an 


„ all-powerful, infinitely wiſe and good God.“ 
BELIEVE'ST thou, my dear Iſaac, that there 
are Epicureanus who, having conſider'd Nature, 
muſt not be forced, in ſpite of Prejudice, to own 
a firſt Cauſe, which preſerves and maintains that 
Order and Regularity ſo conſpicuous in the Uni- 
verſe? Whatever may be their Obſtinacy, ſure ! 


am, they can't be perſuaded that human Under- 
ſtanding either flows from, or is ſupported by a 


blind and undiſcerning Cauſe. 

THEY who deny the Being of a God may be 
ranged into two different Claſſes; the firſt is com- 
poſed of: Philoſophers, loſt in Reaſoning and Ar- 


gument, wearied with fruitleſs Search into the im- 
menſe Capacity of the Divine Nature, and ſhock'd 


with certain Difficulties to which no Solution could 


be fram'd; they vainly imagin'd that not being able 


to fathom the Depth of God's Immenſity, they 


were intitled to deny his Exiſtence, as if our Ig- 


norance of the Operations of a Being was a Rea- 
| We ſee daily Effects and Pro- 
ductions of Nature, of which the Cauſes are hid 
irom us; tho* we are ignorant how from one 
ſingle Grain ſprings a loaded Ear of Corn; ſhall 


we therefore deny that it is actually ſo? The Ope- 


rations 
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rations of the Power of God are as viſible as the 
ſprouting Grain. We cannot, I own, attain to 
an exact Knowledge of his Grandeur, Power, and 
Eſſence; but do we underſtand the Secret of 
Germination ? 15 

TE ſecond Claſs of Atheiſts is the moſt nu- 
merous, and is compoſed of Free-thinkers and 
Rakes, whoſe Debaucheries, inſtead of Study and 
Meditation, regulate their Faith: Yet, even of 
theſe, few there be who, in the midit of their Ca- 
reer, feel not the attractive Power of Truth; and, 
to avoid Remorſe, muſt blind-fold their Eyes; 
for the Moment they're at Liberty, they every 
where behold the Glory of the Almighty: Turn 
they them towards the Heavens, 'tis there they 
muſt contemplate his Grandeur: Fix they them 
on the Earth, here they ſee his Wiſdom and Power: 
As they can't, with ſophiſtical Arguments (that 
vain Reſource of Philoſophers) ſtifle Reaſon, con- 


ſtant Doubts torment them; Fear, Remorſe, and 


Perturbations of Mind, are gnawing Vultures, 
that avenge on their Hearts the Affront put upon 
the Deity. | 
AMONG the common People, few are ſully'd 
with Atheiſm, it being more properly a Quality, 


than a Burgher Crime. The greateſt Princes of 


the World have been the greateſt Enemies of the 
Divinity ; and their Blindneſs was owing to their 
Grandeur and Power. Nzzas, the Aſſyrian King, 
made his Boaſts, that he had never ſeen the Stars, 
nor deſired to ſee them; and that he deſpiſed the 
Sun, Moon, and all the other Deities. Sardaua— 

alas, one of Ninus's Succeſſors, chuſing to put 


himſelf to Death, rather than fall into his Enemies 
Hands, cauſed this Inſcription to be put upon his 


Monument: N 


« SARDANAPALUS lived many Years in a 


te little Time, having indulged himſelf in every 
5 &« Pleaſure: 
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« Pleaſure: He built two Cities, Anchiale and 
« Tarſe, in one Day, and in twenty-four Hours, 
« did a Work of many Years. Reader, follow 
« his Example, eat, drink, and be merry, for at- 
« ter Death there's neither Pain nor Pleaſure.” 
NiNUS and Sardauapalus were quite indolent 
Atheiſts, who, tho' they denied, did not deſpiſe 
the Deity: But there have been others who have 
puſh'd their Madneſs farther: Dzagoras, the So- 
phiſt, burat a Fupiter of Wood, to make his Pot 
boil, ſaying, as it burnt, Courage, Hercules, after 
thy twelve laborious Exploits, for the Service of 
Euriſtheus, it's but reaſonable the thirteenth ſhould 
be for me. A certain Deunis, King of Sicily, ſtript 
the Statue of Jupiter Olympius of its golden Robe, 
and cloath'd it in Woollen; and, to excule this 
Sacrilege, ſaid, that fair Exchange was no Rob- 
bery ; and that, for the God's Health, it was ne- 
ceſſary he ſhould have a Summer and Winter- 
Dreſs. The ſame Dennis acted the Barber upon 
the Statue of Aſculapius, and cut off his golden 
Beard; alledging, for Reaſon, that as Apollo, his 
Father, was beardleſs, it was fit the Son ſhould 
be ſo too. This Story puts me in mind of another, 
which happened in our Time, and which I have 
from the Chevalier de Maiſin. There's an illuſtri- 
ous Family in Frauce, of the Name of Levi, who 
pretend to be lineally deſcended from the Tribe 
of Iſrael, which bore that Name; the Marquis de 
Levi, Captain of a Man of War, arrived, in the 
late Wars, at a little Town in Spain, which fa- 
voured the Enemy ; he landed ſome Soldiers, and 
laid the Town nnder Contribution, and was pre- 
paring to re-embark, when a Soldier told him, that 
he had ſeen a Silver Image in a Church four or 
hve Feet high; the Marquis was tempted to lay 
hold of this valuable Image, and accordingly went 
to the Church, deſired to ſee the Statue, and ask'd 


Whom 


. 
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whom it repreſented? The Anſwer was, St. Mag- 
dalen, a Feweſs by Birth, in the Infancy of Chri- 
ſtianity. Gentlemen, ſaid the Marquis to the 
Prieſts, I am delighted to hear News of my Cou- 
„ fin; I am of Few! Race, and very near a-kin 
“ to this Female-Saint, therefore I hope you won't 


« take it amiſs that ſhe goes with me to France, 


« where I deſign to build a Temple worthy of 
„ her:” With that he ſeized his dear Couſin, and 
ſent her aboard; but on his Arrival, the Court, 
who had been inform'd of the Story, ordered him 
to ſend her back at his own Coſt and Charge, and 
without powerful Friends he certainly had been 
broke. | 

THno' the Action of this Freach Officer was no 
Offence againſt God, yet it was very criminal in 
him, fince, by violating the Reſpect due to Saints, 
he fail*d in an eſſential Point of his Religion. They 
who are born in a particular Religion, and who, 
believing it to be true, violate certain Principles, 


and make a Mockery of their Faith, are driving 
hard to that unhappy Stupidity which leads to A- 
theiſm: A Man has no Right to condemn a Prin- 


ciple, and to act in conſequence, but ſo far as he 

thinks it falſe. „ 
Fa REWE IL, my dear Iſaac, and may thou proſ- 

per in all thy Undertakings. _ 


Paris, ***** | | 
ieee e eee eee 
LETTER XXXII. 
AARON MON c ECA 20 Jacos BRITO. 


WENT, two Days ago, to viſit a Venetian 
Jew, lately arrived in this City, where his Re- 
putation is already very much up; he ſells Phoſ- 
5 phorus's 
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phorus's and Eſſences, diſtill'd for different Canſes, 
ſome for whitening, and others for ſmoothing the 
Skin; he has ſundry curious Machines for Philo- 


ſophical Experiments, but what draws Crowds of 


People to his Houſe, and excites their Curioſity 


mot, is that all Paris believes him to be thorough- 


ly verſed in the Cabaliſtick Science. Curioſity 
and Anxiety to know the Truth of a Thing which 
I never could believe, tempted me to make Ac- 
quaintance with him : I asked him, if he could for- 


ſee Things to come, and it he had the Power of 
commanding Spirits? He frankly owned, that all 


his Knowledge conſiſted in Chymical Experiments. 
« I have, ſaid he, ever ſince I was born, heard 
„% Talk of Cabaliſts, and whatever Search I have 
% made, I never could find out any: I have con- 


« verſed with ſeveral Perſons who had the Repu- 


{© tation of excelling in that Science, but they all 
% confelled that their Knowledge, like mine, ex- 


„ tended no farther than ſome Chymical Compo- 


« fitions, whoſe Effects were known but to few; 
«© however, as they found their Account in the 
„ Notion that the Publick entertained, they did 
« not think it was their Buſineſs to undeceive 
« them.” 

I na Ave been, my dear Brito, at as much Pains 
to inform myſelf about the Cabaliſts as the Yexe- 
tian Jeu, and have found as little Truth in all 
the Stories reported of them as he. Sound Phi- 
loſophy had already convinc'd me that the diſ- 


dloſing of future Events belong'd to God alone; 


and I was under no Uncertainty, but with Reſpe& 
to the pretended Power aſſign'd to the Cabaliſts 
over certain Genii, always at their Command. 

| HAVE examin'd upon what Grounds they 
aſſumed this Power over Spirits, and found their 
Arguments ſo mean and trifling, that I have placed 
their Art in the Rank of judicial Aſtrology. Can 
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whom it repreſented? The Anſwer was, St. Mag- 
dalen, a Feweſs by Birth, in the Infancy of Chri- 
ſtianity. “ Gentlemen, ſaid the Marquis to the 
Prieſts, I am delighted to hear News of my Cou- 


« fin; I am of Few: Race, and very near a-kin 
to this Female-Saint, therefore I hope you won't 
„take it amiſs that ſhe goes with me to France, 
„where I deſign to build a Temple worthy of 


„ her:“ With that he ſeized his dear Couſin, and 
ſent her aboard; but on his Arrival, the Court, 
who had been inform'd of the Story, ordered him 


to ſend her back at his own Coſt and Charge, and 


without powerful Friends he certainly had been 
broke. - . | 
Tno' the Action of this French Officer was no 


Offence againſt de he was very criminal in 


him, fince, by violating the Reſpe& due to Saints, 
he fail'd in an eſſential Point of his Religion. They 


who are born in a particular Religion, and who, 
_ believing it to be true, violate certain Principles, 


and make a Mockery of their Faith, are driving 


hard to that unhappy Stupidity which leads to A- 


theiſm : A Man has no Right to condemn a Prin- 
ciple, and to act in conſequence, but ſo far as he 
thinks it falſe. 1 

Fa REWE I, my dear Iſaac, and may thou proſ- 
per in all thy Undertakings. 


ETETE] 
Paris, 
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phorus's and Eſſences, diſtill'd for different Canſes, 
ſome for whitening, and others for ſmoothing the 
Skin; he has ſundry curious Machines for Philo- 
ſophical Experiments, but what draws Crowds of 


$ People to his Houſe, and excites their Curioſity 


moſt, is that all Paris believes him to be thorough- 
ly verſed in the Cabaliſtick Science. Curioſity 


and Anxiety to know the Truth of a Thing which 
I never could believe, tempted me to make Ac- 


quaintance with him : I asked him, if he could for- 
ſee Things to come, and it he had the Power of 
commanding Spirits? He frankly owned, that all 
his Knowledge conſiſted in Chymical Experiments. 


„ have, ſaid he, ever ſince I was born, heard 


„% Talk of Cabaliſts, and whatever Search I have 
% made, I never could find out any: I have con- 
« verſed with ſeveral Perſons who had the Repu- 
e tation of excelling in that Science, but they all 
«© confeſſed that their Knowledge, like mine, ex- 
«© tended no farther than ſome Chymical Compo- 


„ fitions, whoſe Effects were known but to few; 


«© however, as they found their Account in the 
Notion that the Publick entertained, they did 
«© not think it was their Bulineſs to undeceive 
« them. > 

IHA VE been, my dear Brito, at as much Pains 
to inform myſelf about the Cabaliſts as the Vene- 
tian Few, and have found as little Truth in all 
the Stories reported of them as he. Sound Phi- 
loſophy had already convinc'd me that the diſ- 
cloſing of future Events bclong'd to God alone; 
and I was under no Uncertainty, but with Reſpe& 
to the pretended Power aſſign'd to the Cabaliſts 
over certain Genii, always at their Command. 

l HAVE examin'd upon what Grounds they 
aſſumed this Power over Spirits, and found their 


1 Arguments ſo mean and trifling, that I have placed 
their Art in the Rank of judicial Aſtrology. Can 
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Folly go a greater Length than to imagine that, 
by the ranging of certain Letters, and Pronunci- 
at ion of certain Words, tis poſſible to put a new 
Face on human Things, and to ſtop their Courſe ? 
thereby aſſuming to themſelves a Power equal to 
that of the Author of Nature. 


IN all Religions we meet with many who think 


that correſponding with Spirits adds much to their 


Reputation; and ſeveral aſſume a Power of ba- 
niſhing them from the Places of their Reſidence. 


The Nazarenes are fully perſuaded of the Fower 
of the Genii; and the Prieſts of that Religion pre- 


tend to an abſolute Authority over the Dzmons : 
They poſitively aſſert, that they know them all by 
Name and Sur-name, and when, or upon what 


Occaſion, they have a Right to take Policfſion of 
a Houſe, or of the Body of ſome private Per ſon. 


The Vulgar and the Simple give into all theſe Ex- 
travagancies; and ſome of them, by frequently 
hearing of People poſſeſs'd, fancy themſelves to 
be ſo too; and are thus affected with a Folly, 0: 
which they have {till the Picture before them by 
the Stories conſtantly. buzzed about their Ears. 
ALL the Nazarene Books of Religion ſcem to 
be the Continuation of Amadrs des Gaules , wherein 
we fee nothing but Conjurers, Sorcerers, Devils, 
and deviliſh Tricks. One of their own Pontives | 
tells us, that he thought the Lives of the Saints 
were not written with ſo much Dignity as that ot 
the Pagan Philoſophers by Diogenes Laertius: In 
effect, what can a Man of Senſe ſay, when he 
reads the fooliſh Pranks of a Devil to ſeduce 3 
Hermit living in a Defart4 ? What can he think 
when he reads in another Place of a Monk's burn 
ing, for his Diverſion, the Devil's Claws with 4 
Candle &? And how ridiculous mult a- great man) 
1 N | other 
* A French Roman e. Cardinal Beſarion, t The Temp! 
tion of St. Anthony. $ The Life of St. Durince, 
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other Books appear, in which we ſee all the Fol- 


lies and Extravagancies that the molt diltracted 
Imagination can produce “. 

THESE pernicious Fables are approved of by 
the Nazarene Prieſts, and molt of them of their 
own Invention: The Reputation of {ending thoſe 


pretended Dæmons a-packing, flatters their Vani- 


ty: The Ceremony of Conjuration confiſts in the 
Compoſition of a certain Water, incorporated 
with Salt , in a ſanctified Veſlel, over which ſe— 
veral odd Grimaces and Gelticulations being duly 
performed, different Funes ſung, and ſeveral Words 
pronounced, the Virtue of the Charm is completed. 

This holy Water 1s carctully preſcrved, and well 


ought it 10 to be, ſince a ſingle Drop will make 


a Legion of Devils take to their Heels. 
Wurx Men are under the Delulion of being 
poſſeſs'd, the ſame Prejudice that makes them ima- 


gine the Devil has got into their Bodies, perſuades 


them that the Remedy will force him out; ſo 
that the Prieſts cure one Lie with another; when 
once the Imagination is rectitied, the Diitemper 
ceaſes; and thus ſuch Wretches, the conltant 
Bubbles of Prejudice, are miſerable or happy, ac- 
cording to its different Turns. However aſto- 
niſbing that Blindneſs of the People, in being ſo 
eaſily impreſs'd with ſuch Chimeras, will appear 


to ſome, yet when we conlider that thefe Errors 


have the Sanction of Church Precepts, our Sur— 
prize will be the leſs: The Nazarene Pemples 
are tull of Monuments, which tranimit, from Age 
to Age, the Hiltories of thele Sorceries. 

In a Town not far from Paris |, there's a mi- 
racylous Candle, call'd T7 he everlaſting Taper, 
Ihewn upon a certain Day to the People, and 


which, they pretend, burns conſtantly, without 
5 | waſting*; 


* Exore ſm of the Nuns of Lovu'ers, The Hiſtory of M ag dalen 
de la Palu, &c. } Holy Water. meins. 
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waſting ; they have incloſed it in a long Tube, 
like a Candleſtick, about an Inch of it riſing above 
the Muzzle, and ſo contriv'd, that when this Part 
js burnt, it can be rais'd, without obſerving bow, 
to the ſame Height; and when.jt's wholly walted, 
another clapp'd into the Tube with the ſame Dex- 
terity : However groſs this Mummery is, it would 


be dangerous to diſpute the Miracle with People 
who are perſuaded of the Truth, for ſuch there 


are who would bear a Joke an any Thing but 

the holy Candle. 
Tus Fable is founded on the pretended De- 

liverance of a Nagarene, who had ſold himſelf to 


the Devil. This Man, named Chr:ftopher, tired 
with ſore Labour, and no Money, reſolved to 


better his State in this World, tho? he ſhould be a 


little worſe in the next. He heard his Paſtor of- 


ten ſpeaking of the Devil's great Power, and how 
largely he rewarded thoie who gave theniſelves to 
him: This was enough to perſuade the lazy Chr:- 


ſtopher to try if he could make a Bargain with 


014 Nick, and ſo live eaſy without working; and 


accordingly he called upon him ſeveral times; but 


whether it was that he had other Buſincts upon 
Hand, or that he forſaw what was to happen, he 
made no great Haſte to obey Chriftopher's Call, 


til! quite tired with the Importunities of the covet- 


ous Nazarexe, he at laſt came to his Houſe, and 
appeared to him in the Shape of a pretty little 
Monkey. What would'ſt thou with me, faid 
he, thou haſt been long calling? ſpeak, in What 
“ can I ſerve thee? My Lord, anſwer'd Chr:ijto- 
& pher, I am told that your Lordſhip beſtows 
© Riches and Wealth at Pleaſure; and ſhould be 


« very much obliged to you for a ſmall. Share of 


« your Favours. But what wilt thou give me: 


„% Jaid the Devil. Alas! my Lord, rephed Chr:- 
«© ftepber, I'm but a poor Carpenter, that lives dy | 
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& my Calling, and have nothing. I'll give thee, 
« ſaid Belgebub, for thirty Years, as much Gold 
« as thou defireſt ; but after that I ſhall have Oc- 


« caſion for a Carpenter for ſome Repairs in my 


&« infernal Palace, and therefore wien the Leaſe 
« is expired, I ſhall come myſelf and fetch thee.“ 
Chriſtopher and the Devil mutually fign the Con- 
tract, and the Monkey made a Spring up the Chim- 
ney. The Nazereze wiſh'd for 6000 Pittoles, and 
that Sum was direckly in his Pockets; he throws 


by his Plane and Chiffel, and purchaſes a Houſe 


the 6000 Piſtoles ſpent, 6000 more are wiſh'd for, 
and 6000 more he had, which he lays out on Fur- 
niture and Plate, fo that it was With after With, 
ask and have, never Devil more punctual ; and 
Coriftopher, much taken with his Honelty, could 
not bear to hear him reflected on for Want of 
Candour. . | 

FIFTEEN Years of the Leaſe were expired, 
when one Night, as the Carpenter was entertain- 
ing ſome Friends at Supper (for ſuch he had in 
Abundance, ſince his good Fortune) he order'd 
his Maid to- go and fetch him out of the Cellar a 


particular Wine reſerv'd for ſpecial Occaſions: 


Down flies Jcuny, but how ſtrangely was ſhe ſur- 
prized when ſhe ſaw, fitting upon one of the Bar- 
rels, a big luſty Man, dreis'd in Black, who bid 
her go up and tell her Maſter to come quickly 
and ſpeak with him, if he would not have his Neck 
wrung in Preſence of his Guelts : The Maid, fright- 
en'd almoſt to Death, call'd her Maſter aſide, and 
delivered her Meſſage, and by her Deſcription of 
the Man, he concluded it muſt be his Friend the 
Devil, and went boldly down Stairs with his Con- 


tract in his Hand, to let him ſee that the Leaſe was 


but half expired, and that he had miſtaken the Date. 
Well, ſays the Phantom, as ſoon as he enter'd 
** the Cellar, I come to tell thee, thou haſt but an 
„ . 1 * Hour 
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Hour to live. My Lord, anſwer'd Chriſtopher, 
your Lordſhip is in a Miltake by fifteen Years, 


% here's my Contract. How long did 1 promiſe 
it thee Lite? ſaid Belzebzb. Thirty Years, reply'd 


0 Chriſtopher. Very well, anſwer'd the Devil, 


« don't fifteen Years of Days, and fifteen Years 
aof Nights, make up the Account? this is our Me- 
« thod of Computation, and 'tis not very likely 
60 that, to pleaſe thee, we ſhall make any Altera- 
tion in our Calculation of infernal Years.” 
CHRISTOPHER returned to his Company, 
who ſoon perceiving him quite alter'd in his Looks, 
ask'd the Reaſon; and he told them his unhappy 
Caſe. ** Take Courage, ſays a Norman Priclt, 
© who, by good Luck, was one of the Gueſts, ) 
„% go down to the Cellar with this Candle in your 
„Hand, and only ask the Devil to prolong your 
„% Life as long as it burns.“ Down goes Chr//ts- 


þher to preſent his Petition to Belzebzb, who, to 
' ſhew him that he was a good-natur'd Devil in the 


main, tho' he calculated the Years otherwile than 
we do, granted his Requeſt ; upon which the Prieſt, 
without Loſs of Lime, dipp'd it in Holy Water, 
that the Devil might never have Power to ſeize 
or put it out: Honeſt Belxebub being fairly out- 
witted by this Stratagem, was even forced to trudge 
back to Hell through a Hole which he made 
in the Cellar Floor, of which none ever ſince 
could found the Bottom. The Nazarene was ob- 
liged to undergo a long Penance for his Crime, 


and the Monks laid hold of the conſecrated Can- 


dle, which has brought them in more Money than 
Chr:/topher got from Old Nick. 

CONSIDER the Credulity of the People, and 
judge if the Eatravagancies into which their Weak- 
neſs leads them, ate to be wholly aſcrib'd to their 
Ignorance, or to the Impoſitions of Menke: who 
deceive and delude them. | 


TAXE 
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Taxe Care of thyſelf; and if thou canſt, write 
me ſomething entertaining from Genoa. 
na LETS — 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Aaron MONCECA to ISAAC ONIS:. 


HE Familiarity that I have contracted with 


ſome learned Men of this Country, has in- 
tirely turned my Mind to Philoſophy : Pm greatly 
altoniſhed when I conſider what a vaſt Difference 
there is betwixt one Man and another: From the 


Genios, Knowledge, and Penetration of Des Car- 


zes, I turn to a Peaſant employ'd in his daily Task 


of Aigging the Ground, which, with Eatiug and 


Drinking, is the Bufineſs of Life, and the whole 
of his Care; and, from the Compariſon, I can't 
but conclude that his Soul is more diſtant from 
a Philoſopher's, than from a Dog's, leſs ſuperior 
to this, than inferior to that: What can a Peaſant 
boaſt of but what is common to the loweſt Ani- 
mal? he is ſubje& to Paſſions, Friendſhip and 
Gratitude have ſome Influence on him, and he 
diſtinguiſhes Good from Evil, according to the 
Notions that he has of them: A Dog, carefully 


train'd up, loves his Matter, follows and defends 


kim, and ſome have died with Grief and Sorrow; 
hare then are Paſſions common to both. Let us 


now examine if the latter makes no Diſtinction 
| betwixt Good and Evil; he takes care not to void 


his Excrements in certain Rooms, nor to touch 
Meat laid up iu certain Places, where he at auy 
LES Time 
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Time made free with it, and was beat, being till 
afterwards, when the I emptation offered, pre- 
poſleſfled, that touching any thing in that Place, 
muſt be a Fault *; but I go farther, and maintain 


that this Conduct in the Dog evidently proves that 
5 his 
fpoſtrem quid in hic mirabile tanto pene eſt Re, 
Si Genus humanum, cui Vox & Lingua vigeret, 
Pro : ario Senſu varias Res Voce notaret, 
Cum Pecudes mute, cum demque Sacla Ferarum 
Diſſimiles ſoleant Voces, variaſque ciere, 
cum Metus, aut Dolor eſt, & cum jam Gaudia gli ſcunt ? 
Quippe etenim id licet e Rebus cognoſcere apertis, 
Ir itata Canum cum primum magna Moloſſum, 
Molita 't icta premunt duros nudantia Dentes; 
Long? alio Soni u Rabie deſtri da minantur: 
Et cum jam latrant, & Vocibus omnia complent, 
Ai Catulos bland? cum Lingua lambere tentant, 
Aut ubi eos ladlant Pedibus Morſuque peten es, 
Suſpenſis teneros imitantur Dentibus Hauſtus; 
Longe alto Pact Gannitu Vocis adulant : 
Et cum deſerti baubaniur in Fdibus, aut cum 
Plorantes fugiunt ſummiſſo Corpore Plagas. 


Lucret de Rerum Nat. Libr, V. Verſ. 106. 


Thus paraphraſed: | 
Why ftrange ! and why ſhould we pretend to blame, 
The giviug to each different Thing a Name? 
Since Man the Organs fit for Speech has got, 
To tell when he is happy, or when not: 
The Author who this mighty Work has wrought, 
Should we not praiſe in Word as well as Thought? 
We ſee the Beaſts in different Tones expreſs, 
V hen they are happy, or when in Diſtreis: 
Thus ſnarling Currs, when they begin to grin, 
Speak plain the Rage that blows the Coal within; 
And when, in filent Night, the yelling Notes 
Buifſt out as Thunder from their hollow Throats ; 
Or, when we hear the fawning Spaniel ſhriek, 
Waile he's ſhut up, or feels the Maſter's Whip; 
How diff *rent is the grating, doleful Song, oy | 
From ſofter Accents of the tuneful Tongue, 5 
When he's at play, or wantons with his Young ? 


The Curious may look into Mr. Crecch's Tranſlation of this 


Pallage of Lucretus, and the piececding Faſlage in Page 210: 
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his Mind is capable of the three Operations of Lo- 


gick, and I ſee no Reaſon why a Shag-Dog, or 
a Maſtiff, may not be as good a Logician, as a 
Profeſſor of Cardinal Mazariz's College. 

THE firſt Operation of the human Mind is Con- 
ception, the Second to range the Thoughts, and 
the Third to draw a juſt Conſequence; now I 
can plainly perceive theſe three different Operati- 
ons in a Dog: When I would teach hiin to leap 
over a Stick, when he leaps, I ſtroke him, firſt 


Thought; when he won't leap, I beat him, ſecond 


Thought; he continues leaping, the Conſequence 
of the two firſt Thoughts: So that the Dog rea- 
ſons thus, If I leap, l'm carreſs'd; ifI don't leap, 
I'm beat; therefore I'll leap. 

HIS TO RM furniſhes us with a thouſand Paſſa- 
ges, proving that Beaſts have Underſtanding, and 
are capable of Reaſoning. Montaigne, an excel- 
lent French Author, ſpeaks of Oxen that under- 
{tood Arithmetick; they were employed in turns 
ing the Winder of a Well a hundred 1'imes a Day, 


and when the Number was performed, not one 


Step more would they go*: Theſe Oxen were 
Mathematicians, without the Elements of Euclid; 


and it mult be allowed that they had a Method of 


Computation. for determining the Number of 

Rounds. = 
FROM an Enquiry into the Knowledge and 
Underſtanding of a Dog, let us take a View of 
| | thoſe 


* The Oxen emploved for turning great Wheels, to which 
Buckets were faſten'd o draw up Water for the Royal Gardens 
of Suza (as practis'd in Lancuedic) were to make a hundied 
Turns each, and were fo accuſtom'd with this Number, that 
no Compulſion would have ob iged them to make one Torn 


more than their Number, which once finill'd, they directly 


Kopp'd ſhort, We are paſt the State of Infancy, before we 
can count a hundred, and have not long ſince diſcover'd Nas 
tions who have no K owledge of Numbers. 


Momaigne's Eilays, Lib, 11, Chap, xii. pag, 1 51, | 


Motions are as regular as a Clock, he gets up in 
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thoſe Faculties in a Country Clown: His daily 


the Morning, labours the Ground, eats and drinks 
at certain Hours, goes to Bed at Night, and riſes 
next Morning to do juſt as he had done the Day 
before, ſo that the firſt and laſt Days of his Lite 
are much about the ſame; he knows no more of 
the Secrets of Nature, or of the hidden Springs 
of Soul and Mind, but what outward Objects, pre- 
fented to his Sight, teach him ; and if his Concep- 


tions are above the Inſtinct of Beaſts, the Superio- . 


rity is very inconſiderable. What vaſt Difference 
betwixt the Penetration of Des Cartes, and ſuch 


a Peaſant! Im aſtoniſhed to fee this Philoſopher 


meaſuring the Courſe of the Stars, and their Di- 
ſtance, foretelling, even to the remoteſt Ages, their 
Eclipſes and Motions ; but J am ſtill more fur- 
prized when he teaches me to know mylelt, and, 
by unwrapping the Soul of the Bodies which cover 
it from Sight, gives me a Notion of its Eſſence, 
and proves its Spirituality; his Juſtneſs of I houpht 
and Reaſonings, are invincible Arguments, and J 
ſpare the Clown for the Sake of the Philoſopher. 
IHE Nazarene Doctors have exclaimed againit 


the Opinion which places Beaſts in the Rank of 


meer Machines, and in this they oppoſe the Syſtem 
molt agreeable to the Spirituality of Mens Souls; 
for if it be aſſerted that Brutes have a material 
Soul, it muit be allowed that the moving Power 
and Faculty of Thinking are not incompatible with 
Matter: Now if Matter is capable of being rais'd 
to a certain Degree of Knowledge and Under- 
ftanding, by refining this Matter it may arrive at 
a higher Point of Perfection, from a Dog to a Pea- 
fant, and from a Peaſant to a Philoſopher. 

THERE have been eminent Men who believed 
the Soul to be material, tho* immortal : Several 


ancient Philoſophers were of this Opinion, as alſo 


one 
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one of the firſt and moſt celebrated of the Naxarenue 
Doctors *. © Whatever is not Matter, ſaid he, is 
« nothing; but the Soul is ſomething, therefore it is 
« material.” But there is nothing ſo eaſy as to prove 

the Poſſibility of the Soul's being Spiritual. God 
FF on, a Spirit; he exiſts: The Soul may therefore be 
| Spiritual, and exiſt f. 
THERE have been Philoſophers ſo far wrapt 
up in Error, as to aſſert that God himſelf was ma— 
terial, and that the Divinity conſiſted of a ſubtile 
Matter, conſtituting the Soul of the Univerſe, and 
dittutſed over all f. This is almolt the very Syſtem 
of 
* Cum autem fit (loquitur de Animd) habeat neceſe eſt ali ud 
per quod eff; fi halet altquid per quod eſt, hoc erit Corpus eJus. 
Omne quod et corpus oft ſui Generisz nihil eft incorporale, niſi 
quod non oft, Tertullian de Carne Chriſti. Cap. XI. 
This Argument could be no ways puzzling to Tertullian; 
for though he believed God to be a Spirit, he underſtood by 
a Spirit a corporeal Nature, but extremely fine and delicate: 
Who can deny, lays he, that God is nt a Bod), tho" he be a Spi- 
rit? Every Spirit i a Body, and has the Form that is proper to it. 
Quis enim negabit Deum eſſe Corpus, etſi Deus Spiritus eſt ? 


Spiritus etiam Corpus ſui Genetis, in ſua Effigie. Turtull. 
adver. Prax, Cap, VII. — All the ancient Philoſophers, ex- 


cepting Plato, who nevertheleſs had alſo miſtaken Notions of 


the Nature of God, believed that he was compoled of a Mat- 
ter extremely ſubtile; this being what they meant by the Word 
Spirit. Several of the Fathers of the Church have given into 
the ſame Error, of which the Readers may ſee a Proof in the 
Secret Memoirs of the Republick of Letters, Letter J. 

4 t This was the Opinion of ſeveral ancient Philoſophers, par- 

| ticularly the Sroicks, Virgil has elegantly deſccib'd the Syſtem 
of the Soul of the World. | | 


1 Principio Calum, & Terras, Campoſque liquentes 
; Lucentemque Glolum Lune, Titaniaque Aſtra, 
| Spiritus int us alis; totamqueinſu'a per artus 
8 Mens agitat Molem, & Magno ſe Corporre miſcet, 
2 Inde Hominum Pecudumque Genus, Viteque Volantum, 
E Et que marmorco fert Monſtra ſub Agquore Pontus. 
Igneus eſt ollis Vigor, & cæleſtis Origo 
Seminibus; quantum non noxia Corpora tardant, 
Terrenique hebetant Artus moribundaqut Membra, 
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of Spinoſa, and ſome other Atheiſts, of which! 


have ſhewn the horrid Falſhood in a former Let- 
ter *. | 


Is nota God liable to be divided into a hundred 
thouſand Parts, a very reſpectable Divinity! For 
every thing that's Matter, may be divided, and {9 
may God, if he's material. Spinoſa, no Doubt, ban- 

tered 


Hine metuunt, cupiuntque dolent, gaudentque 52 87 5 Auras 
en clauſe Tencbris & carcere cæco. 
Virg. a4 Lib: YI.-v; 721, &.. 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Dryden 


| Know fi:ſt that Heaven and Earth's compacted Frome, 
And flowing Waters, and the ſtarry Flame, 
And both the radiant Lights, ** One common Soul 
Inſpires and feeds, and animates the Whole,” 
This active Mind infus'd through all the Space, 

 Vnoites and mingles with the mighty Maſs: 
Hence Men and Beaſts the Breath of Life obtain; 
And Birds of Air, and Monſters of the Main: 
Th' Etherial Vigor is in all the ſame, 
And every Soul is fil!*d with equal Flame, 
As much as earthly Limbs, and groſs Allay | 
Of mortal Members, ſubje& to Decay, . 
Blunt not the Beams of Heaw'n, and Edge of Day. 
From this coarſe Mixture of terreſtrial Parts, 
Deſire and Fear by Turns poſſeſs their Hearts, 
And Grief and Joy: Nor can the grov'ling Mind, 
In the dark Dungeon of the Limbs confin'd, | 8 
Aſſert the native Skies, or own its Heavenly Kind. 


* The XXXIſt Letter. Spinoſa aſſerts that All is in God, 
and that All is God; which is the ſame Tenet as that of the 
Soul of the World. 

Ethices Propoſitio XV, de Deo. 
Quidquid eſt in Deo eſt, & Nihil ſine Deo eſe, neque concipi, pete. 
Demonſtratio. 

Preter Deum nulla datur, neque conci pi poteſ ſubſtantia ( per 
X1' Pr-pofit.) hoc «ft (per Defin.) Res que in ſe eſt, & per ſe 
concipit r. Modi aut ein (per Defi n. V.) ſine ſubſtantia nec «es 
nec concipi pofſunt, quare hi in ſola Druina Natura eſſ: & per u 
ſam ſolam concipi poſſunt. Atqui prater Subſtantias & Modo, 1. 
hil datur (per Axiom 1.) Ergo, nihil fine Deo «fe, neque conufs 
poteſt. Spiaoſe Opera | 

Poſth. Ethices, Part 1, pag, 12. 
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tered the Nazarenes, who believe three Perſons in 
God, at the ſame Time that he himſelt, by his 
Syitem, believes there are Millions. ouch a ridi- 


culous Sentiment rendered God perpetually contra- 


ry to hiinſelf; for when certain Quantities of Matter 
could not agree, two Gods diſputed with one a- 
other, ſo that all Men being Portions of the Di- 
Vinity, it muſt be ſully'd with all their Crimes, 
and conſequently it muſt be no more ſaid, That 
© 4 Robber has killed an honeſt Man, but that a 
ce roguiſh God has kill'd an honeſt God.” 
CONSIDER, my dear Iſaac, if there can be any 
thing ſo monſtrous as to deny the Spirituality of 
God! It muſt either be aſſerted that he is not ex- 
iſtent, or acknowledged that he is not material. 
J have, in one of my former Letters, treated ful- 


ly on the Neceſſity of a Being ſovereingly perfect, 


powerful, and intelligent, and on the extravagant 
Syſtem of Atoms. A Man muſt be deprived. of 
common. Senſe who can imagine that Chance has 
produced the admirable Order of the Univerſe, and 
that the ſame Chance, nothing elſe but a Confu— 
ſion, is capable of ſupporting it; ſo that Order and 
Harmony are, by ſuch a Scheme, a Conſequence 
of. perpetual Diſorder; and blind Deſtiny made 


the Author of, Things, which we can't conceive 


how the higheſt and wiſeſt Prudence is capable of 
producing. If it then be clear and evident, that 
there is a God, and that he is a Spirit, why may 
not our Soul be ſo too? If there's any exiſting 
Thing more pertect than Matter, as we agree, 
may not our Souls be of the ſame Quality as that 
Being of which we can have no perfect Know- 
ledge? 

I cAN ſee no Reaſon to make us disbelicve the 


Immateriality of the Soul ; but 1 (till find leſs to 


make us doubt of its Immortality, which is a ne— 
cellary Conſequence of the Exiitence of a God: 
The 


— 
— 5 2 
—_— I. — — 


— 2 
— 41 — 
— 


— 
— 


k — 
— —̃ — 
= 2 — — 2 — « 1 
* 4 ' * 
— 


— 


* 
a O_—— — — * 


228 Jewisn LETTERS, 

The ſupreme Being, in creating Man, endowed 
bim with the Faculty of knowing him; not in- 
nately, but by the Impulſe ot Realon ; being per- 
ſuaded, that every body who contemplates the 
Order and Regularity of the Univerſe, mult fee 
within himſelf that ſome thing ſovereignly Grand 
and Juſt governs the World. Now, God having 
granted to us the neceſſary Faculty of knowins 


him, did, no Doubt, intend that we ſhould ſerve 


and honour him; otherwiſe, to what Purpoſe i; 
ſuch Knowledge? If it therefore be his Command 
and Pleaſure that we ſhould ſerve him, it mult be 
agreeable to his Jultice to puniſh the Violaters of 
his Law, and to reward thoſe who oObſerve it; 
and for the Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, we muſt be out of the World, and the 
Soul mult be immortal. It would be in vain to 


urge, that God can reward and puniſh in this 


World, no Doubt but be can; but he ſeldom 
does it, for daily Experience teaches us evidently 
that the moſt profligate Men have been perfect!) 
happy to their dying 'Hour. From the Proſperity 
of the Wicked, I draw a new Argument tor the 
Immortality of the Soul: God would be unjult, 
a Thing impoſſible, if, when he has ordered Men 
to do Good, and avoid Evil, he ſhould tavour tiole 
who ortend, and punifh thoſe who obey him: It 
therefore follows necellarly that Rewards. are re- 
ſerved till after Death. I know that ſome impious 
and wicked Wretches have maintained there was 
neither Good nor Evil, and that Mens Prequdices 
formed the only Difference. The Brute-Creation 
crics ſhame to ſuch who are ſo blind as to main— 
tain ſuch au extravagant Theſis, for they reipect 
thoſe of their own Species. A Dog can't be tempt- 
ed to bite his Maſter, he looks uponſbim as his Be- 
netatt or, and ſuffers from him what hes not 
bear from another ; he is ſenſible. and perſuaded 
| that 
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that Ingratitude is an Evil, and Men affect to be 
ignorant of it: But who is he that is not perſua- 
ded, however wicked he may be, that the Law of 
Nature forbids him to do to others, what he would 
not have them to do to himſelf? Prejudice a-part, 


there's no Villain, or Robber, be he ever ſo hard- 


ned, who does not feel his Crime; at leaſt there's 
no denying but that, when he aſſaſſinates a Man, 
he would not willingly be ſo ſerved himlelt: This 
very Sentiment is enough to diſtinguiſh Good and 
Evil. If they are therefore different, God muſt 
judge them differently ; and it he delays it in this 
World, his Juſtice is the more rigorous in the next. 
THE greateſt Part of thoſe who deny the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, only maintain this Opinion, 
becauſe they wiſh it, vainly imagining thereby to 
calm the Remorſe with which they are perpetually 
haunted ; but in the Height of Pleaſures and De- 
baucheries, Truth forces her Way to their Minds, 


and there begins the Puniſhment to which they are 


doom'd after Death. 

I x xow nothing ſo mortifying to human Va- 
nity as the Idea of Annihilation, there's ſomething 
in't capable to throw into Diſpair; a Man mutt 
be very much a Stranger to the Value of Con— 
ception, Thought, and Reaſoning, who can bear 
the Thoughts of being one Day deprived of them. 

FAREWEL, my dear Iſaac, and ſhun all Com- 
merce with the Impious and Libertines, leſt the 


Juſtice of Heaven ſhould involve thee in theit 


Puniſhment. 


WW 
Paris, 


X LETTER 
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ALLANTRY prevails at Gezoa as much, 
it not more, than in any Pow in [taly, and 
one would think that Cupid had here fixed his Re- 
tidence: I he Italiaus, every where elſe ſevere and 
zealous, arc here the very Patterns of gentle and 
indulgent Husbands ; all the Ladies have their .- 
gisbies, a Name given to the en Boſom- 
Friend, and the Wite's Gallant, in the Opinion 
of the Publick. This Cuſtom vaiſes for a Piece of 
Plcaſantry, and the Husbands depend more on the 
Fidelity of the $72756zes, than on that of their Wives: 
The cloſe Friendſhip that unites them, is an intal- 
lible Bridle, they think, to the Violence of Pai- 
ſion. A Man mult be extremely fooliſh and weak 
to imagine that Friendſhip can conquer Love; 
ſometimes it may happen, but in the common 
Courle of Things, neither Glory nor Virtue Can 
{top the Torrent of this Paſſion. | 
Wr have ſeen in all Ages the greateſt Men li- 
able to the greateſt Follies; Mark-Anthony idoli- 
zed Cleopatra, and loſt both the Empire and Life 
ior her Sake; and, which is more aſtoniſhing than 
all, he, to whom Frlizs Ceſar owed the Congueli 
of the World, fled at the Battle of Actium. 
WITHOUT going to fearch for ſuch diſtant 
Inſtances of the ſurprizing Weakneſſes of great 
Men, our own Age is Witneſs of the ſtrange 
Medley of Incontitiencies in one of the greatelt 
Monarchs 
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Monarchs that ever ſwayed the Scepter, or pre- 
ſided over Mortals *, a vaſt Genius, and Capaizle 
of cxecuting the oreatett and molt aificait Vro- 
jects, the new Legiilator of his Dominions; the 
tutelar God of a dejected King }; and the Con— 
queror of a ſecond Alexander, yielded to the 
Charms of a common Soldier's Wiſe, and raiſed 
her to the Rank of an Emprels. 

Love ſurmounts all Obſtacles, and when once 
it has got the Maſtery of Hearts, it commands che 

other Paſſions: I confeſs that it does not directiy 
debauch Virtue, but diſguiſes it fo well, that it 


becomes almott uſeleſs. Natural Ec quity, Which 


all pretend to follow, is Written in no other Books 
but our Hearts; we only perccive it throngh the 
Vail of our Pattons, and it aſlumes te Form 
which they give it: We often take Vice for Vir- 
tue, and couiccrate our Follies under the Names 
of Generoſity, Pity, and I enderneis. A Man, 
whom Love forces to betray his Friend, lays the 
Fault on an unknown Power, on a Braſs which 
all his Efforts cannot maiter, and fancies that 
theſe Reaſons juſtity his Conduct; thus, by little 
and litcle, funk in the Gulf of Vice, he thinks 
hiimſelf not far removed from the Path of Virtue. 

I DON'T look upon Friendſhip as any Secu- 
rity againſt Love; it I were a Gezoeje, I ſhould 
not be very fond of my Wite's having a Sg 
by, or a titular Lover, who, under the Pretext 


of an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom of no Conſequence, may, 


when he thinks fit, deceive me, and baffle all my 
Precautions : Tho' born in the Levant, I am not 
jealous, and my Opinion, as to the Striobies, E 
what any reaſonable Man ought to have. We 
muſt not, as the Mahometans and Italians, be in 


perpetual Fears about our Wives Fidelity, nor, 
= _ 


* Petey 1, Czar of Muſcovy, tf Auruftas King of P. land. 
Charles XII. King of Sweden, 
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as the Genoeſe and the French in general, give Oc- 
caſion to it: To expoſe our Wives to dangerous 
rials is ridiculous, not leſs than to puſh a Man 
into a ſlippery Road, andrequire him not to make 
2 falſe Step. . 
T1n1s Liberty, which the Women at Geno en- 
105, renders Society agreeable and lovely, and 
tucre's not a Town in Italy where a Traveller or 
4 Stranger can be more agreeably diverted. The 
(reubeſe are polite enough, and receive thoſe who 
are recommended to them very affably: Moſes 
Caro gave me a Letter to the Senator Doria, to 
whom they give the Title of Prince, he received 
me very graciouſly ; yet, through all his Civility, 
I could perceive that Air of Grandeur aud Vanity, 
ſo peculiar to the Great: There's a Proverbin 17 
that three Sorts of Animals are inſupportably ar- 
rogant, Cardinals, Dukes, and Gezoeſe Senators.“ 
This Prince Doria, to whom I paid my Reſpects, 
is of a Family whoſe Pride ſprings with the Blood: 
His Father, a Man of a ridiculous Vanity, was 
fond of big Horſes, tall Servants, large Apart- 
ments, c. his Table was ſerved with huge Diſhes, 
and large Plates, c. he choſea Wife of a gigan- 
tick Size, preferably to one much richer, but not 
ſo tall, and when any ſpoke to him, he always 
ſtood a tip-toe, that he might appear taller. 
Tris, in my Opinion, is a moſt ridiculous 
Grandeur : How diſpicable muſt a Man be, in the 
Eyes of a Philoſopher, who makes Merit to con- 
fiſt in the Size of Horſes and Domeſticks, this is 
however on what the Great found a Part of their 
Glory, and in their Riches reſides their Genius 
and their Wit. Strip a Lord of his rich Drels, 
deprive him of the Pleaſure of entertaining you 
with his Equipages, Hunting Matches, and Mid- 
night Revelling, you'll find him, as to his Perſon, 


an aukward clumſy Creature, that owes his Shape 
| | © 
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to the Dexterity of the Taylor, and a Load of 
Lace; and the concealing of what's frightful in a 


Part of his Countenance, to the Art of his Pe- 
ruke-maker ; and then, as to his Intellectuals, 


they're dull, ſtupid, and low, ſo that his Valet de 
Chambre, in Compariſon, is a Demoſthenes. 

Ir the Men of Quality were ſenſible how ridi- 
culous their extravagant Vanity makes them, they 
would perhaps endeavour, by another Method, to 
acquire the Eſteem of the Publick : If they affect 
haughty Airs, only to procure Reſpect, I pity their 


Blindneſs in chuſing the Means which mult re- 


move them the furtheſt from their Aim: Merit, 
Valour, and Probity, are the Virtues that attract 
the Heart; but Pride, Rudeneſs, Scorn, and In- 
ſolence, are returned with publick Hatred and In- 
dignation : Conſtraint, 'tis true, hinders it from 
breaking out; the Rank of thoſe hated and dif- 
piled, forces to Silence, but this very Reſtraint 


males ſuch Affronts the more in ſupportable, and 


augments the Diſguſt of thoſe who are forced to 
bear them. | | | 

ME have inwardly a Byaſs to Equality, and 
are concerned to lee others more happy than theme 
ſelves, and who often, without Merit, enjoy all 
the Advantages of Fortune: This Jealouſy of the 
common Part of Mankind, againſt thoſe who are 


in eminent Poſts, cannot be defeated but by a Vir- 


tue which ſilences Envy, and forces it to confeſs, 
that Grandeurs join'd to Merit are its juſt Re- 
Ward. 

I ToLD thee in my laſt Letter how little the 
greateſt Part of the Genoeſe were ſenſible of true 
Glory and the Good of their Country; fo ſee we 
that for near three hundred Years the Republick 
nas been declining : 'T'he Avarice of Men in Office, 
and their Miſunderſtandings, have been fatal to 
this State. The City of Savenn, eight Leagues 
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from Genoa, having ſeveral Times rebelled, on 
Account of the Oppreſſions, it was debated in 


Senate, whether it ought not to be intirely de- 


troyed. 4 Gentlemen, ſaid a Senator of the 
&« Doria Family, I would adviſe you to ſend 
„ ſuch a Governor to Savona as the two lait 
* were, fince you deſign to deſtroy that City you 
ce can't fall upon an Expedient that will do it more 
« effectually.” This ironicat Advice rouz'd the 


Senators out of their Lethargy, and made them ſee 


their Error; the two laſt Governors were called 
to an Account, and puniſhed for their Miſdemea— 
nors. If the ſame Conduct had been held with 
Reſpect to the Iſland of Corſica (of whole Revolt 
1 formerly gave thee an Account) that Country 
had till remained obedient to its Sovereigns. In 
the Beginning of their Riſing up in Arms the Ge— 
20eſe thought they would be eaſily reduced, but, 
after having in vain employed all their Force, they 
were obliged to have Recourſe to the Emperor 
for an Army, which puts me in mind of a Fable 
applicable to this Subject. 

A WARDENER made a Complaint to the 
Lord of the Manor againſt a Hare that broke daily 
into his Garden, and deſtroyed his Cabbage: Ihe 
Maſter undertook to puniſh this Criminal, and in 
that Deſign came to the Peaſant's with half a Score 
Huntſmen, followed by thirty Dogs, and made 
more Havock in a Minute than the Hare could 
have done in a thouſand Years. The Dogs pur- 
ſued the poor Creature through every Corner of 
the Garden, and forced it at laſt to take to a Hole 
in the Wall, which the Gentleman adviſed the 
Countryman to ſtop up, congratulating him on 
the Flight of his Enemy. The Fate of the Ge- 
noeſe is equivalent to that of the Gardener : T hey 
Have for & long Time paid fix thouſand Germans, 
who have coſt them immenſe Sums, The * 
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of the Rebels have made their Eſcape as the Hare 
in the Fable, and having implored the Emperor's 


Aſſiſtance and Mercy, he granted it, and obtained 


their Pardon from the Gezoeſe; but this Prince 
had ſcarce retired his Troops from the Ifland of 
Corſica, when up ſtarts a new Revolt; and the 
Genoeſe have had the Vexation to ſee their Money 
thrown out to no Purpoſe, and that they are un- 
der a Neceflity of renewing a War, of which 
the Iflue is doubtful. 

DIRECT thy Anſwer to Txrin, for To-mor- 
row I ſet out for that City, and ſhall ſtay there 
ſome Days. 3 

FAREW EIL; may thou enjoy Peace, Wealth, 


and Health. 


** EEK 
Genoa, 
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LETTER XXXV, 


AARON MONCECA ro IS AAC ON IS. 


4 [ STILL expect the Books from Amſterdam, and 
15 


have writ ſeveral Times to Moſes Rodrigo, preſ- 
fing him to ſend them, but he puts me off to the 
End of the Month, and 1 can't forward them tor 
Conſtantinople in leſs than fix Weeks. 

{ HAVE made ageneral Survey of all the Book- 
ſellers Shops in Paris for ſome new Performan- 


ces to add to thoſe which I ſhall receive from 


Hollaud, but have found nothing, beſides what I 
have already ſent thee, except two little Roman— 
ces lately publiſhed : The Firſt is intiled, Les Ega- 
remens du Curr 5 de L'eſperit*, the Author of 
which J have mentioned in former Letters t; his 


Stile is pure, he underitands human Nature, and 


lays 
*. The »clvions of the Heart and Mind, { Crebillon the Son. 
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lays open the Heart with a ſurprizing Clearneſs, 
and yet in this Work he has committed a Miſtake 
ſo often condemned by him in others. The Rea- 
der muſt eafily perceive that he affects much to be 
witty, and that, in ſome Parts, Nature is ſacrifi- 
ced to the falſe Glare; but this Fault, not indeed 
common, is repaired by a thouſand Beauties. The 
Author of this Romance may be rather ſaid to 
paint than write, and the Imagination is in Rap- | 
tures with his Pictures: Let us ſee if it be poſſibleto | 
deſcribe in a more lively Manner the firſt Surprize N 
on a Heart than he does. Without knowing 
« from what Motive, I was watchful, I ſtudied 
& her Looks, and drew Inſtruction from her leaſt 
“ Motions; ſuch Obſtinacy, in eternally gazing 
„ on her, drew at laſt her Attention: She look'd 
« in her Turn, I fix'd her without knowing; and 
„ while under the Influences of the irreſiſtable 
« Charm, my Eyes ſpoke a Language which co- 
« yered her with a Bluſh.” | 
A MAN muſt have felt Love, or actually be 
its Slave, to draw ſo juft and delicate a Picture 
of the amorous Pafſion: Neither Genius, Wit, 
nor Knowledge, can paintit ſo much to the Lite; 
the Heart is the only Pencil, I mean a tender 
Heart that has felt its Power. The following Paſ- 
ſage is the Character of a Prude in Love:“ Wa- 
4 yering in Sentiments, by Turns kind and cruel, 
« ſeeming to yield, that ſhe may the more obſti- 
nately refiſt, with ſome foft Words raiſing to“ 
« the Pinacle of Hopes, and with a ſevere Look |; 
« precipitating into Deſpair, not leaving the poor | | 
< Comfort of Uncertainty. One cannot help 
being ſtruck with the artful and natural Reſem- 
blance in this Picture, but without a thorough | 
Knowledge of the World and Mankind, there's 
no attaining to this Point; Tis a difficult Thing! 
to unravel the different Forms, and, as one = 
: 4a) 
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fay, the internal Springs of different Characters: 
An ordinary Writer sketches them, but a good 
Author paints and lays them open to View, ſuch 
as they are. | 

SOME look upon a Romance as a Work com- 


poſed only for Amuſement ; but this ought not 


to be the principal View : Every Book that mixes 
not the Uſeful with the Agreeable, deſerves not 


the Eſteem of Judges; for in diverting the Mind, 


the Heart muſt be inſtructed ; 'tis by this that the 
greateſt Men have render'd their Works valuable. 
A WRITER of a fruitful Brain, who can 
lead his Readers through a dozen Volumes fill'd 


with Incidents artfully contrived and entertaining, 


and which, after all, are only proper to load our 
Imaginations with Rapes, Duels, Deſpair, Sighs, 
Groans, and Tears *, has neither the Talent of 
inſtruQting, nor attaining to Perfection, and only 
poſſeſſes the leaſt Part of his Art. An Author who 
pleaſes without InſtruCtion, is not long agreeable; 


his Book lies mouldy in the Shop, and his Works 


have the ſame Fate of old Sermons and dry Par 


1 bh 


N former Times Romances were nothing but 


a Rhapſody of tragical Adventures, which tranſ- 


ported the Imagination, and diſtracted the Heart ; 


the Reading was agreeable, but feeding the Mind 


with Chimeras often hurtful, was the only Pro- 
fit drawn from it: Youth greedily ſwallow'd up 
all the wild and monſtrous Ideas of thoſe fictiti- 
ous Heroes, and the Probable ſeem'd dull and 
heavy to their unbounded Imaginations ; but the 
Caſe is now alter'd; good Taſte has exploded the 
ſupernatural, and ſubſtituted the reaſonable; and, 
inſtead of a Number of Incidents with which the 
leaſt Facts were over-Charg'd, requires a plain 


and 


# La Calprenede, t The Palexandre of Gomberyille, The Atlas 
ana of Des Maites, &c, - - | 
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238 Jewisn LETTERS. | 
and lively Narration, ſupported by Pictures pre- 
ſenting the Uſeful with the Agreeable. 

SOME Authors have followed this Scheme, 
and, by their copying more or leſs after Nature, 
have in Proportion advanc'd towards Perfection “. 

OTHERS have gone from one Extreme to 
another, and, by affecting to appear natural, have 
fallen into the low and flat, neither pleaſing nor 
inſtructing f. Ri 
| SOME have hadRecourſe to inſipid Allegory +, 
fancying that Novelty would pleaſe, but their 
Works dy'd in the Birth, and, for want of read- 
ing, eſcap'd Criticiſm. Ge 

I F bad Authors could but refle& on the Talents 


and Qualifications neceſſary for a good Romance, 


they would never fly to ſuch Works for Refuge. 
A Man half ſtary'd, reſolves to write for Bread ; 
having neither Knowledge for Hiſtory, nor Genius 
for Morality, he ſcribbles ſome Quires of Paper 
with Adventures dull and inſipid, wretchedly con- 
triv'd, and worſe told, then carries this Work to 
the Bookſeller, and if it's fold for double the Price 


of the Paper, he's well off. There's perhaps as 
much Wit, Knowledge of Mankind, and of their 


different Paſſions, required to compoſe a Rotnance, 


as to write a Hiſtory: A thorough Acquaintance | 
with Manners and Cuſtoms, demands a long Ex- 


perience, and, to paint different Characters to tne 
Life, a cloſe Examination. N 

How can an Author, who is conſtantly in 
ſome Coffee-houſe, or in his Garret dawbing Fa- 
per, give a juſt Definition of a Prince, a Courticr, 
or a fine Lady? He never ſees thoſe Perſons but 


in the Streets; and I ſcarce can think that the 
Dirt, with which he is ſplaſh'd by their Coaches, 


Com- 


*The Preyot d' Exiles, See the Bibliotheg. des Romans. * Hiſt. 
of the Chevalier- des Eſars, aud the Counteſs de Merci, Ce. 
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communicates their Sentiments; and yet there's 


not a wretched Author but puts what Words he 


thinks proper in the Mouths of Dukes and Dutch- 


eſſes. When a Man of Faſhion happens to throw 
his Eyes on theſe ridiculous Works, he's ſtrangely 
ſurpriz'd to hear the Language of Marge?, the Ap- 
ple-woman, ſpoke by the Dutcheſs of *****, and 


the Marchioneſs of *****; yet, bad as theſe Books 


are, abundance of them are ſold: Many People, 
intoxicated with Novelty, and who judge but ſu— 


perficially, buy thoſe Works, and, by peruſing 


them, their Taſte is as much corrupted as that of 
the Author's. 
D oN'T be afraid, my dear Iſaac, that ſuch Books 
ſhall be of the Number of thoſe I ſend thee : How- 
ever much People at Conſtantinople arc taken up 
with Romances and Novels, they muſt be inſtru— 
Etive, as well as diverting. 

THE ſecond Book which I have bought, intitl'd 
Memoirs of the Marquis de Mirmon ; or, The Phi- 


loſopher turu'd Hermit, ſeems to be written with 


that View: The Author's * Stile is lively and 
ealy, and *tis evident that he was acquainted with 
the Characters which he traces. Without pre- 
tending to rival the former Author in Wit, he 
every where preſents Truth under a lovely Form; 


and if he's chargeable with any Fault, 'tis a cer— 


tain Boldneſs of Expreflion ; and ſome add to this 
a ſort of Negligence very pardonable in a Man 
who writes ſo elegantly on molt Subjects as he 
does; an Inſtance whereof thou'lt ſee in the fol- 
lowing Picture of Solitude. *T's not to be his 
« own Tormenter that a wiſe Man ſeems to ſhun 
„Society, he forms no new Laws for his Con- 
duct, but ſubmits to thoſe already preſcribed, 
* and if he lays himſelf under new Reſtrictions, 
vet, relerying the Privilege of Change, he's ſtill 

„ 
* Mr, le M. D* Argens, 
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« the Maſter, and not the Slave; content with 
& reſtricting his Paſſions within the Limits of Rea- 
“ ſon, he pretends not to an abſolute Conqueſt 
&« of them, nor makes a frighttul Monſter of what 
« was formerly an innocent Amuſement ; in ſhort, 
© he taſtes in his Solitude all the Pleaſures which 
« Men of Honour enjoy in publick Life, only 
<« reſtraining them from running to Exceſs, and 
« becoming hurttul. Wt 
THERE are ſeveral other Paſſages in this. Book 
equally remarkable for their Beauty and Exactneſs; 
ſuch is the Diſcription of the Diſtaſte that ſome 
times attends Marriage. Lovers always put the 
ce beſt Side out: A Man who would pleaſe care- 
& fully conceals his Faults, and this Art is the 
« Woman's peculiar Talent: For ſix long Months 
% two Perſons ſtudy how to cheat one another, 
« at laſt they join in Wedlock, and their Difli- 
„ mulation proves a mutual Puniſhment during 
« Life.“ 
- IT muſt be own'd, my dear Iſaac, that the ma- 
ſterly Strokes of this Picture cannot but affect the 
Mind, the Thoughts preſent themſelves to the J- 
magination in their bright and natural Colours, 
and charm it with their Juſtneſs. If Authors who 
write Romances in this new Taſte, conltantly 
attach'd to Truth, reſiſt the Torrent of a new 
Mode, to which Performances of Wit are expo- ! 
ſed, 'tis likely their Productions will be as uſctul “ 
to reform Manners as Comedy, ſince Romances 
will be made Pictures of human Life. The co- 
vetous Man will ſee himſelf ſo naturally painted, 
and the Coquet obſerve ſo much Likeneſs in her 
Picture, that Reflection, the Conſequence of Read- 
ing, will be of more Uſe than the long Exborta- 
tions of a Monk, who has cried himſelf hoarſe 
and fatigued his Audience. | 
AUTHORS 


ma 
ba 
- 


Jewisn LETTERS. 24k 


AUTHORS who compoſe Romances, ought 
to ſtudy Nature in their Pictures of Manners, and 
to unfold the moſt hidden Secrets of the Heart: 

As theic Works are but ingenious Fictions, they 
can't pleaſe but in Proportion as they approach 
to Probability; every Thing that favours too much 
of the Marvellous, is no more eſteem'd with Peo— 
ple of Taſte, than paltry Balder-daſh; they com- 
monly go together, and Authors who give into 


gigantick and unnatural Ideas, are moltly addic- 


ted to the declamatory Stile, aiming at pompous 
and unintelligible Expreſſions. 

THe Stile of Romances ought to be plain, more 
florid than that of Hiſtory, but lefs emphatical 
and majeſtick: Gallantry is the Soul of Romance; 
Grandeur and Juſtneſs that of Hiſtory ; a thorow 
Knowledge of the World is neceſſary for excel- 
ling in the former, and a Man muſt be learned, 
and a Politician, who would diſtinguiſh himſelf 
in the latter; good Senſe, Perſpicuity, Juſtneſs in 
Characters, true Pictures, Purity of Stile, are ne- 
ceſſary in both: The Ladies are by Birth the Judges 
of Romances, and Poſterity decides on Hiſtory. 

ADIEU, my dear /ſaac. Ihe Moment I re- 
ceive the new Bool from Holland, they thall be 
lent thee. 


Paris, ****%. . 
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] CAN freely communicate my Thoughts to thee, 


and enjoy that Pleaſure which ſo much ſweet- 
ens the Converſation of Philoſophers : Thy Title 
ad Character of Rabby lay me under no Re- 
* ſtraint 
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ſtraint of diſguiſing my Sentiments; thou alloweſt 
me to depoſite in thy Breaſt my mott ſecret 
Thoughts, and art not offended with my Doubts, 
Tell me, my dear [ſaac, if thou art really per- 
ſuaded that the lVaelites alone are to be Partakers 
after Death of the Glory of the Almighty? For 
my Part, I can't but think this Opinion errone- 
ous; and when thou hait duly examin'd the Mat- 
ter, I doubt not but that thou'lt agree with me. 
Is it poſſible that a mercitul God has created ſo 
many Millions of Men, to render them eternally 
miſerable? Was it in their Power to ſpring from 
the Race of Jacob? and mult they be puniſh'd for 
a Phing which they had no Hand in? Thou'lt 
perhaps aniwer, that we cannot know the immenſe 
Secrets of God, and that it belongs not to a finite 
Creature to penetrate into the deep Myſteries of 
an infinite Being ; but my Queſtion is not a My- 
ſtery, it's as evident as our Exiſtence, and as calily 
demonſtrated. * 

I'DoN'rT think thou'lt deny this Principle, that 
as ſupreme Goodneſs and Juſtice are the Attri- 
butes of God, nothing can be good or jult, but 
in fo tar as it reſembles thoſe divine Qualities, 
Let me now lay down a ſecond Principle as cer- 
tain as the former: Our Reaſon is the Gift of 
God, who can't deceive us; it's a Preſent made 
us, in order to know and ſerve him; if this Rea- 
fon ſhould lead us aſtray in the moſt evident Things, 
God would then deceive us; a Thing molt ab- 
iurd! he being Truth itſelf b. Now this Reaſon 

> ihews 

* Nunc circumſpiciam diligentius anforte adhuc 2pud me 
alia ſint ad quæ nondum reſpexi, nunquid ergo etiam ſcio 


quid r<qunatur ut de aliqui ea re ſim certus? Nempe in hac 


prima cognitione nihil aliud eſt, quam clara quadam & ci— 
ſtincta perceptio ejns quod affirmo; quæ ſane non ſufficerct 
ut aliquid ita claté & diſtinctè peiciperem falſum eſſet. 4c 
Proinde jam yideor pio regula gencrali pofle ſtatuete, illud 
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mews and demonlirates clearly, that the Punich— 


ment of an involuntary Crime, and in which we 
have no Hand, is not. conſiſtent with Juſtice “. 
Ir would be trifling to alledge, that the Ideas 
which I have of Jafſtice are deceitful; as they 
flow from my Reaſon, they can't deceive; nor 
can they be falſe, being verity'd by their Reſem— 


blance with the Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, of 


which my Reaſon is fally convinc'd. | 
SHAKE off for a Moment, my dear [ſaac, the 
Prejudices of Youth, and, as a Philoſopber, con- 
ſider the Caſe of an honeſt Nazareme who lives 
at Paris; he believes and ſerves the ſame God 
that we do, and oblerves the en Commanaments 
given to Moſes: By the Prejudice of Education, 
he looks upon our holy Law as accompliſh'd, and 
upon his own as the New Covenant: Thou know- 


elt the Power of firſt Ideas with which we are 


inſpir'd. Tis a Saying amongſt Arabian Authors, 
that « Governors of Youth are the Stars which 
& preſide over their Nativity.” How 1s it poflible 
to believe that God binds up this Nazareze in 

= + Chains, 
omne eſſe verum quod valde clare & diſtinctè percipio, — 
Des Car. Medit. de prima Phileſophia, & c. Med, III. pag. 15. Edit. 
Amſtel, | 


* The firſt of God's Attributes which falls here nnder Con- 
ſideration, conſiſts in his being all Truth, and the Source of 


all Light; ſo that 'tis impoſſible he can deceive us, that's to 


ſay, directly be the Cauſe of the Errors to which we are ſub- 
jet and experiment in ourſelves; for though the Art of de- 
ceiving, among Men, denotes a Subtilty of Mind, neverthe- 
leſs the Inclinatioa of deceiving never proceeds but from 
Malice or Fear and Weakneſs, and conſequently caunot be 
attributed to God : From whence it follows, that the Faculty 
of Knowledge which he has given us, is never deceived with 
reſpect to any Object, ſo far as it perceives in chat Object, 


that's to ſay, ſo far as it clearly and diſtinctiy knows; be- 
cauſe we ſhould have Ground to ſuſpect God of Deceit, if he 


had given it us ſo as to take Wrong fot Right, and Error 
for Truth, when we uſe it as we ought. 


Pinloſophy of Reni Des Car, Part I, pag. 23 aud 24. 
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Chains, and hinders him from entering into the 
Faith of Iſrael, only to have the Pleaſure of un- 
doing him? 8 
I TREMBLE at this impious Principle in ſome 
Nazarene Books, that it's neceſſary, for the Glory 
of God, ſome ſhould be damned, as it is tor the 
Majeſty of Kings to have Galley-Slaves. Can 
the Miſery of ſome unhappy Creatures be neceſ- 
ſary for the Glory of that immenſe Being, who 
out of nothing has made all Things, and who in 
a Moment can deſtroy the whole Univerſe? If 
he puniſhes, 'tis the Effect of his Juſtice, and of 
the Order eſtabliſhed by his Wiſdom; but his 
Wrath falls only on Crimes which neither invin- 
cible Ignorance, nor a ſuperior Power have oc— 
caſion'd. | 
THE Nazarenes have ſeveral Doctors among 
them *, whoſe Opinion appcars to be very rati- 
onal; they judge no-body, and, ſatisfied with ho- 
nouring God, and profeſſing the Religion which 
they think the pureſt and molt conducive to Sal— 
vation, leave to Heaven the Determination of 
their Fate: I wiſh all our Rabbies were ſo wile, 
and had not ſuch a high Notion of the Fews, as 
to imagine them the only Favourites of God, and 
that the Almighty was wholly taken up with a 
Handtul of wandering Vagabonds : Our {ſelfiſh 
Way of Thinking ſeems to me to be an Inſult on 
the whole Race of Men: We are all the Children 
of Adam, and the one as well as the others, cre- 
ated by God; and it was in his Power to have 
made all Mankind [/-ael:zes. Can it be imagin'd 
that heform'd Nazarenes and Muſſulmen only to 
make them miſerable? and that Sovereign Good- 
neſs takes Delight in Cruelty and Injuſtice? 
I x Now that our Rabbies are ſtiff as to Nazs- 
rene Reprobation, and make it an eſſential Point 
| 5 b OI 


* The Proteſtants. 
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of our Religion; but I ſtrip them of that Autho- 
rity which they formerly uſurped over our Hearts : 


Sound Philoſophy teaches me to examine an Opi- 
nion before l embrace it. When I was young, Fear 


and Weakneſs led me into a Belief of whatever my 


Nurſes, Parents, and Maſters, were plealed to 


tell me; but Age has ripen'd my Underſtanding, 
fo as to examine the Opinions I formerly receiv'd, 
and I believe the Rabbies no farther than their 


Deciſions are agreeable to the clear and diitinct 
Ideas which I have immediately received from God: 


I laugh within myſelf at the ridiculous Attach- 


ment of the Jews to the Fictions of the Talmud, 
and, ſatisfy'd with the Fundamentals of our Re- 
ligion, I condemn the Superſtitions. : 

I woUuLD not confeſs ſuch Sentiments to any 


Mortal bat thy ſelf; but I know that in repoling 


my Thoughts in thy Breaſt, they're confin'd in 
the Manſion of Truth and Silence. When con- 
ſider, in a certain Country, Pegple protefling a 
different Religion, know them to be Men of Ho- 
nour and Honeſty, and, by an Examination of 
their Manners, find them tall of Candour and 
Probity, I can't imagine that God, juſt and mer- 
Citul, ſhould puniſh Men, who, in Obedience to 
the internal Legiſlator, I mean the Law of Na- 
ture and Conſcience, are guilty of no other Crimes 
than profeſſing the Religion of their Fathers, in 
which they were born: As it conld not depend 
on their Choice to receive Life from one Father 
rather than another, I can't help thinking that 


there's a Barbarity in the Deciſions of our Rab- 


bies anent the Fate of Nazarezes after Death. 
I RESOLVE, my dear T{/aac, to be before-hand 
with ſome Objections that thou might'ſt make. 
THe Exiſtence of a God neceſſarily implies 


Service, and he himſelf has fettled the Worſhip that 


Oupht to be paid, a ep e declining 
e ok it 
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it without being guilty of a Crime. This Argu— 
ment ſuits all Religions; every one of them think 
their Worſhip according to the divine Word, and 
therefore my Anſwers to our Rabbies may ſerve 
to all the other Doctors who ſo boldly decide of 
Mens Salvation. I ſhall confine mylelf to the 
Words of ſome judicious Nazarene Doctors, who 
about two hundred Years ago reform'd man 

Abuſes *: Their Adverſaries ask'd them, if they 
believed that the Perſons adhering to the Faith and 
Opinions of the Sovereign Pontife could be ſaved? 
« We damn none, anſwer'd they, 'tis bad Actions, 
« and mortal Sins, that deſtroy Souls, and not 


« the Pedantick Deciſion of weak Men. If this 
© be the Caſe, ſaid their Opponents, why don't 
140 


„ nions? for we believe that you are damn'd, and 


40 
«6 


ſureſt Side. Ours is ſo, replied, gravely, the 
Doctors; we grant, *tis true, that in your Re- 
„ ligion Men may be faved, but the Errors and 
« Superſtition with which it is tainted, render the 
« Thing ſo difficult, that it's almoſt impoflible; 
« whereas in ours every I hing conducts to the 
« Way of Salvation, and facilitates the Paſſage.” 
'FHERE's no Doubt, my dear Iſaac, bit that 
God himſelf has enjoin'd a Worſhip, but 'tis to 
facilitate Mens Salvation, and not to deſtroy 
them; happy they to whom he has reveal'd it; 
but *tis, in my Opinion, the Height of Impiety to 
ſay, that all the reſt of Mankind are created 
to be damn'd f: The Road to Heaven may be 
more 

*The reformed Doctors at the Conference of Poi/7. 


f I can't conceive why the modern Catholick Divines ob- 
Kinately damn all thoſe Who are out of the Pale of the 
Church, when ſeveral of the Fathers have decided, in cleat 
and expreſs Terms, that the Pagans who were virtuous, uy 
W 


| 


£ Y SOME 8 * 
R re S —— 
r Reger 


© you, for the more Security, embrace our Opi- 


« therefore, in this Doubt, you ought to take the 
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more difficult to them; but if they are good, wile, 
and virtuous, the Almighty would rather miracu- 


louſly draw them to him, than ſuffer Virtue to be 


requited with eternal Torments. THE 
who could have but little or no Knowledge of the Law of 
Moſes, might howeyer be ſaved. Now, I would gladly have 
a Reaſon aſſign'd why God ſhould damn Men who never had 
any, or, at leaſt, but very confuſed Notions of Chriſtianity, 
when he has pardon'd thoſe who could not be inſtrufted in 
Judaiſm. The Church has ſo determin'd, will ſome Divine 
tay, and we Ought to ſubmit to its Judgment, But this 
Church, whoſe Infallibility is ſo much extolled, muſt have 
probably thought otherwiſe in St. Bernard's Time, than now; 
tor this Father, wiiting to Hugs Victor, ſays, That he could 
not belieye the Commandment of God delivered to Nicodemus 
(niſi quis renatus fuetit ex aqua, & ſpiritu ſancto, non intrabit 
in regnum cœlorum. i. e. Except a Man be born again of Water 
and the holy Spirit, he ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven) ought to be underſtood in its whole Extent, and only 
applied to thoſe who had no Knowledge of it; the Fews, other 
Nations, and all the virtuous Pagans before Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World, having been cleanſed from original Sin, and 


capable of Salvation, by living according to the Law of Na- 


ture, At vero, quis neſcit, & alia, præter baptiſmum, contra 
originale peccatum, remedia antiquis non defuiſſe temporibus ? 
Abrahæ quidam, & ſemini ejus, circumciſionis ſacramentum in 
hoc iplum traditum eſt; in nationibus verò quot quot inventi 
fideies ſunt, adultos quidam fide & ſacrificijs credimus ex- 
piatos, parvulis autem ſolum profuiſſe, imo & ſuffeciſſe, pa- 
rentum fidem. i. e. Who is ſo ignorant as not to know, that, 
in old Times, there were other Remedies againſt original Sin 
beſides Baptiſm? For this very End the Sacrament of Circum— 
ciſion was delivered to Abraham and his Seed; and, in chri- 
ſtian Nations, Perſons come to Age, are expiated by Faith and 
Sactifices; and the Faith of Patents not only profiteth, but 
even ſufficeth for Infants. — St. Bernard's LXX11 Epiſt. to 
Hugo de St. Vitor, | | 

St, Thomas aſſerts that the Gentiles could have ſaved them- 
ſelves, tho* with greater Difficulty than the Fews, Gen:iles 


perſectius & ſecurius ſalutem conſequebantur ſub - obſeryantijs 
legis, quam ſub fola lege naturale, & ideo ad eas admit- 


tebantur; ſicut etiam nunc laici tranſeunt ad cleticatum, & 
ſeculates at Religionem, quamvis abique hoc poſſiut ſalvati. 
Thoms ſumma, in prim. ſecund. Que t. 96. Art. 5. c 
Centiles obtained Salvation with more Security aud Eaſe, by 

| | | _ 
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ITE Difference of Religions in the World, 
made Cardan run into a wild Miſtake, though no 
ways unbecoming the Diſciple of judicial Aſtro— 
logy ; he fancy'd that this Variety depended on the 


different Influences of the Stars; and our Euro— 
pean Philoſopher was pleas'd to make the Few: 


Religion owe its Origin to Saturn; the Chriltian 
to Jupiter; the Mabometan to Mars; and that of 
the Pagans to ſeveral different Conſtellations. 
Such are the Errors of thoſe who take a far- about 
Way to ſeek for the Cauſe of a Thing at Hand, 
and which preſents itſelf. Why ſhould we attri— 
bute to the Stars what is occaſioned by the Caprice 
and Inconſtancy of Men? We ſee in all Religions 
new Opinions ſet up, the Profeſſors whereof think 


themſelves the only orthodox Believers, and Time 


1o fortifies them in this new Faith, that whoever 
differs from them is look'd upon as guilty of Er- 
ror; and blind to Truth. Saturn had no Concern 
With 
the Obſervance of the Law, than by the Law of Nature alone, 
and therefore to ſuch Obſervances were they admitted, as the 
Laity now paſs to the clerical State, and the Seculars to ſtlicter 
Orders, although they might be ſaved without it. 
One of the greateſt Divines, who lived a little before the 
Council of Trent, aſſerted, that the ancient and modern Pagans 
could be ſaved by living juſtly, tho' in an invincible State of 
Ignorance, Quicunque fuerant, aut etiam modo ſunt, ad quos 
non petvenerit evangelium, cum uulla via humana coniequi 
potuerint fidem Chriſti, randiu inculpabilem iltius ignorantiam 
habere veletiam habuiſſe ſuit exiſtimandi, quamdiu carvelint 
doctoribus a quibus diſcere potuerint. f. . Whoever have been, 
or now are, to whom the Goſpel has not reached, ſince they 
could by no human Means attain to Faith in Chiift, their 1g- 


nolance cannot be charged upon them, ſo long as they wanted 


Doctors to teach them. Andreas Vega de preparat. adult. ad 
Juſti cat. Lib. VI. Cap, XIII. 1 1 

I can't conceive why we thould now believe what was laugh'd 
at two or three hundred Years ago, unleſs we can imagine, 
that our Divines are acting the Pair of Molreres Fhiſiciaus, 
whom he introduces on the Stage, telling us, That tho', fol- 
mer y, the Heart and Melt weile on the Left Side, yet the) 
ate now placed on the Right, | 
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with the ten Tribes who ſeparated themſelves to 
ſacrifice on the Mountains, nor had the Brain of 
Arius any Dependance on Fapiter, notwithſtand- 
ing the pretended Influences of the Stars, of which 
I have already ſhewn the Ridiculouſneſs and Im- 
poſſibility in former Letters. | 

THE Opinion of our Rabbies, as to Nazarene 
Reprobation, is a Conſequence of our Nation's 
Vanity. Allow me to lay open my Heart, and 
to unfold its. moſt ſecret Thoughts: Pride and 
Haughtineſs have always made us the Objects of 


publick Hatred, to this very Day we lie under the 


fame Imputation ; and tho?, as the Objects of the 
Contempt, Hatred, and Raillery of all Nations, 
we are diſperſed all over the Earth, yet our Man- 
ner is not changed. I'm at a Loſs how to ac- 
count for this Vanity of ours; *tis true, our An— 
ceſtots in the Days of Solomon, and ſome other 


victorious Kings, made a tolerable Figure in the 


World, but they have been often humbled by long 
and ſevere Captivities under the Perſians and Aſſy- 
r1aus, ſubdued afterwards by the Greeks, and de- 


ſtroyed by the Romans. 


WE have ever been the Sport of all Nations, 
and ſhould we trace ourſelves back to remoteſt 


Times, even before our Departure from Egypt, 
what ſorry Accounts of our Nation muſt we meet 


with. We read in the Fragments of Maueth, an 
Egyptian Prieſt, that, in the Reign of Amenophis, 
a Company of naſty leperous People left Egypt, 
under the Conduct of Moſes, to go and ſettle in 


Syria, The Teſtimony of this Author is confirm'd 


by another celebrated Greek Author *, who tells 


us, that two hundred and fifty thouſand Lepers were 


baniſh'd out of Egypt, by Order of Amenophis. Se- 
veral Hiſtorians differ as to the Name of the King 
Who reigned when the Fews were chaced out of 
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_ Fathers in the Deſert, are evident Proofs: Ihe 
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Egypt, but they all agree as. to the Scabs and 
Botches, with which the moſt of them were co- 
vered: Tacitus, a famous Roman Author, ſpeaks 
at large of this Matter, and fortifies the Opinion 
of others *; we ought therefore to have leſs Va- 1 
nity, and, far from deſpiſing other Nations, on 


Account of God's ſpecial Favours to us, remem- | 7 


ber, that 'tis a Proof of his ſovereign Goodneſs 
to raiſe. up the Humble, and abaſe the Mighty: 
Thus God, to manifeſt the Greatneſs of his Cle- 
mency, was pleaſed to take into particular Fa— 
vour the vileſt and moſt ungrateful People, of 
which the Deſpondency and Murmurings of our 


Nazarenes are not ſo puffed up as we with the 
Favours which they think the Divinity has be— 
ſtowed on them; they confeſs they were miſe— 
rable Gentiles, but the Knowledge which they bad 
afterwards of the true God, taught them to pity, 
and not deſpiſe Men whom they thought mil-led. 
_ Farewel, my dear 1faac, take care to preſerve 
thy Health: 7 


PRE EEETEDY 
8 


LETTER 


I Plurimi auctores conſentiunt, ortà per Egyptum tabe, qu? 1 
corpora fæderat, regem Occhorim adito Hammonis oraculo it W 
mediam petentem, purgare regnum, & id genus hominum, ut 
inviſum Deis alias interras avehere juſſum, fic conquiſitum 
collectumque vulgus; poſtquam vaſtis Locis relictum ſit, cx- 
teris per lachry mas torpentibus, Moſem unum exſulam monu- 
ifle, ne quam deorum hominumve opem expectatent, ab utriſ- 
que / deſetti, ſed ſibi- met ut duci cœleſti crederent, primo cujus 
concilio crede: tes præſentes miſetias pepuliſſent. i. e. Hiſtorians 
generally agree in this Point, that, Egypt being infected with 
Leproſy, King Bochoris, by Advice of the Oracle of Ammon, 
drove thoſe that were ſmitten, out of his Country, as an ule- 
leſs Multitude, and odius to the Divinity; adding, that 48 
they wander'd through the Deſarts, and had loſt all Courage, 
Moſes, one of their Chiefs, adviſed them to expect no Succour 
from Gods nor Men, who had abandoned them, but to fol- 
Jow him as their celeſtial Guide, who would draw them out Wa 
of Danger. — From Ablancouri's Tranſlat, of Tacit. Ain. Lib. V, * 5 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
JACOB BRITO 70 AARON MoxCEca. 


Have been now, my dear Monceca, two Days 
] at Turin, and I find that hitherto I had no juſt 
Notion of the Piedmonteſe; their Character is a 
Compound of the French and Italian Humours; 
Slaves to Faſhion, and on the Punctilio of Com- 
pliment as much as the French, phlegmatick, re- 
vengeful Slaves to Monks, and baſhful Lovers as 
the ſtaliaus, but then they have the Vanity of both. 

TURIN is a beauritul City, full of magnificent 
and fine Houſes : Thoſe who frequent the Court 
affect the French Manners, but the Citizens copy 
|: after the Italians; yet neither the one nor the other 
intirely reſemble thoſe two Nations. 
THe principal Aſſemblies and Rendezvouſes 
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there are few Days on which the Feſtival of ſome 
Quarters to the Temple dedicated to ſuch Saint, 


and where they ſpend a Part of the Day. The 
Beaus, Ladies, and faſhionable Glergy,. are punc- 
+ tual Attendants at theſe Feſtivals *, very much 
FF: reſembling thoſe of ancient Greece. The Saint 
© who is to be ſolemniz'd, has more or leſs Com- 
| 1 pany, according to the Quality of the Mutick that 
| . is to be perform'd in his Church: When it's a 
| Saint of Viſtinction, and rich, ſuch as St. na- 


1 Theſe Feſtivals are common all over Hay. 
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of Gallantry are commonly in the Churches; 


Saint is not celebrated; the People run from all 
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where there is an excellent Concert of Mufi ck, 
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tius, or St. Philip de Neri; a Muſician who never 
touches a Violin but on ſolemn Occaſions, and 
when he is paid at a high Rate, draws a vaſt Con- 
courſe of People. St. Francis and St. John de 
Matha being poor, muſt take up with ordinary 
Muſicians. 


WHEN theſe Aſſemblies, which the Piedfius. 


zeſe call Saluto, are over, they repair to the pub- 
lick Walks, where they take the Air till the Dusk 
of the Evening. The Glacis betwixt the Town 
and Citadel is moſt frequented during the Sum- 


mer Scaſon; 'tis here the Piedmonteſe Nobility, 
with Heads erect as Oſtriches, with Hands in their 


Sides, and Eyes that ſpeak their Pride, diſplay a 


Figure half French half Italian; from the Walks 


they go and refreſh in the Coffee-houſes, with ſome 
iced Gelly, which commonly is their Supper *: 
The Predmonteſe are extremely frugal ; a rare Qua- 
lity, were it not the Effect of Avarice: They are 
mightily pleaſed; that the Heat of the Climate fur- 
niſhes them with a Pretext for not ſupping ; but this 
Regimen, ſo neceſſary to their Health, is quite for- 
got when they're under Invitation to a good Supper. 


THE Italiaus, in general, have been for ſome 


time paſt pretty ignorant +, and the Pzedmunteſe 
are more fo. I ſcarce believe there ever was an 
Author among them whole Reputation extended 
above ten Leagues round; none of the Halias 
Writers of the leaſt Note are of their Country: 
A Piedmonteſe, whom I reproach'd with this, an- 
{wered me very gravely, that 1 was in a Miſtake, 
ſince Plautus and Terence were of Piedmout. | 
ask'd him when this new Diſcovery had been 21 

1 
& This is alſo the Sapper of all the Tallans. | 
| t This requires an Explanation: I don't look upon Torts, 


who have only the Talent of making Verſes, or Authors of 


Romances, to be Men ot very gtear Learning; I oh ſpeak 
of modern 7ralians, amongſt whom it cannot be aſſerted tes 5 
either a Philoſopher or an Hiſtorian of Diſtingtion, 
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er bis Anſwer was, that he knew not, but had heard 
d it aſſerted by a very able Man, in a Coffee-houſe 
n- |? frequented by the Learned of Turin, and the Place 
de of Rendezvous of the Wits of this Country. What 
iy © = aourprize, my dear Monceca, mult thou be under, 


wert thou at once to be tranſported from the Ac- 
cademy of Sciences to this paltry Aſſembly of Sci- 
oliſts, where I had Veſterday the Mortification ta 
hear more impertinent Abſurdities, than a Half of 
the Spaniſh Divines ever committed to Paper! 
TWo Cauſes may be aflign'd for the Ignorance 
of the Pzedmonteſe, their vain ſlothful I'emper, and 
their {laviſh Submiſſion to the Inquiſition : When 
they can read a Latin Bible and a Maſs-Book they 
reckon themſelves among the Learned of the firſt 
Claſs; they admire the wonderful Efforts of their 
Imagination, and are under the greateſt Surprize 
how it was poſſible for their Underſtandings ta 


gerous for them to penetrate farther, for the leaſt 
Light that would dilpel their Darkneſs, might draw 
the Indignation of the Inquiſition upon them; Ig- 
norance, in the Judgment of Monks, being the 
Baſis of Tranquility. TO 

Tre Piedmonteſe want Vivacity to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves in the Be/les Lettres, nor can they come 
up to the Authors which other Parts of zaly have 
== produced; there's a greater Difference between a 
Hlorentine and a Piedmonteſe, with regard to the 
©: Livelinefs of Imagination, than betwixt a French- 


for ſuch a Diſproportion, and without being my- 
ſelf a Witneſs of the Truth of the Fact, I ſhould 
never have believed it. Some are of Opinion that 
'tis no ſurprizing Thing to ſee two neighbouring 


Poets, People, of the ſame Language and Manners, ſo 
go 4 different in Genius; and, to prove this, bring as 
pea 


| an Inſtance the lively and ſprightly Wit of the Na- 
_- 2 tives 


attain to ſuch Perfection: Twould be truly dan- 
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tives of Languedoc and Provence compared with 
the Dullneſs and Stupidity of the Auvernacs and 
Savoyards, The Flemings are of all People the 
moſt ſuperſtitious; a Traveller may ſee more 1eli- 
gious Joys in the Church of Ghent than in all 
Italy and Spain + But their Neighbours, the Dutch, 
have baniſhed Bigotry and Monkiſh Devotion ovt 
of their Provinces, foghat every Dutehman, let his 
Religion be what it will, may be called a | hilo- 
ſopher, who has refined and brought it within the 
Rules of good Senſe: A Naz arene Papiſt at Am— 
fterdam is a more reaſonable Creature than tuch 
a Man at Rome; an Enthuſiaſt is not fo wild a 
J"anatick there, as in the Ceveune Mountains in 
France; and a Quaker lets ridiculous than at Loz- 
don: I his is, perhaps, the Conſequence of a well 
governed State; the Examples of Prudence and 
IM oderation in the Proteſtant Nazarenes, who are 
the chief Men of the Republick, have an Influence 

ver the reſt of the People. IS 
 Tno' we may be difficulted to aſſign a Cauſe 
for the Difference of Genius in the Dutch and 
HFlemiugs, the Natives of Province and Savoy, tis 
nevertheleſs certain that ſo it is, and even ſurptizing 
between the great Men of the two latter Countrics. 
THE Savoyards have acquired no Fame in the 
Republick of Letters, nor in the Invention of Arts, 
unleſs we aſcribe to the Force of Imagination the 
Science of Chimney-ſweeping, and of travelling 
to toreign Countries with their Marmottes and 
Monkies, Talents which I think will ſcarce inti- 
tle them to a Place in the French Academy, or 
that of La Cruſca in Italy: Provence has ſucceſſive- 
ly produced many great Men, and, not to mention 
the Troubadours, the firſt Poets of the Gault, and 
Natives of this Country, in theſe latter Times, 
the World lies under ſtrong Obligations to it for 


eminent Authors, ſuch as Gafſeza!, the famous 
. Philo- 
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Philoſopher ; Maſſillon, the renown'd Orator; Fa- 
ther Thomaſſia, an Hiltorian worthy of the higheit 
Commendation; Perreſc, the celebrated Antiqua= 
rian; Tourneſort, the molt skillful of the Botanilts ; 
all born much about the ſame Lime in this Coun— 
try, from whence the Sciences ſpread into the reſt 
of France. The Tronbadonrs, Story- Tellers, Sing- 
ers, Jugglers, Miniltrels, aſſembled at the Court 
of the Counts of Provence, where they acted Pieces 
of Wit of their own compoſing, called, Servazzer, 
Tenſous, and the Coxrt of Love“ Ihe other People 
among the Gault, envious of theſe Diverſions, and 
anxious to ſhare in thein, Rarnt of the TYνu]³w urs 
to make Verſes and Songs; and Thibaud, Count 
of Champaigue, who tound Means to draw them 


to his Court, fignaliz'd himſelf in this kind of Po- 
etry; he was paſſionately in Love with Qaucen 


Blanche, Mother to Louis IX. and the Songs he 
_ for her bear Witneſs for his Love to this very 

ay. + 

THE Troabadours, Fidlers and Ballad-fingers, 
Sc. ſoon acquired ſuch a general Eſteem all over 
France, that all proper Methods were taken for 
their commodious Travelling from one Part of 
the Kingdom to another, and great Encoura 


Jen 


ment given in order to engage them to fix their 


Reſidence in it. Louis iſſued a Decree by which 
all Poetaſters were exempted of any Poll or Duty, 
&c. on reciting a Staff of a Song to the I'o11- 


| - Batherirs; and that Strollers were to enjoy the 


ſame Franchiſes by making their Marmottes or 
Monkies ſhew ſome Tricks; from thence came 
the Proverb, Payer en Gambades, et en Monnoie de 
inge f. The Cäſe is much altered ſince that 
Time; ſome Natives of Provence, whom I often 
ſaw at Galata, Rome, and Genoa, aſſured me that 

1880 N a Toll- 


* Satyrs and Love- Sonnets, f A French 'Proverb, which in 
Engliſh 1s to pay our Debts with Flim-flems, 
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a Toll-gatherer, or a Cuſtomhouſe-Officer, would 
not bate a F 1 of their Duties for the Rehear- 
ſal of the whole Tragedy of Phedra. lis juſt ſo 
at Turin, the Original of Hieroſolyma, Liberata, or 
of Paſtor Fido, repeated with ever ſo good à Grace, 
would ſcarce purchaſe a Morſel of Bread, 

WE find in this City great Numbers reduced to 
Want by two ſucceeding bad Crops : The Burgh- 
ers, touch'd with their Mifery, endeavour to aſſiſt 
them; and the Monks ſurmounting their uſual A- 
varice, diſtribute Bread and Soop on certain Days 
of the Week, at the Gate of their Convents. The 
Nazarene Friars, at Rome, have this Cuſtom; and 
in molt of the Monaſtries the Beggars receive every 


Day ſome ſmall Portion of the immenſe Wealth 


which they amaſs. 


Uyon this Head let me tell thee a Paſſage of 
a Spaniard, which perfectly characteriſes the ridi- 


culous Vanity of his Nation. Great Numbers of 
Caſtilian, Arragon, and Andaluſian Students come 


to Kome, in hopes to obtain ſome Benefice from 


the Sovereign Pontife, and beg their Way from 
Madrid to Italy: by the Help of an Oil-cloth Col- 
lar or Cape, adorn'd with ſome Shells, and a long 


Stick call'd a Pilgrim's Staff, they meet with Al 


filtance and Charity wherever they come, the Ns 
zarenes having the ſame Regard for the Pilgrims 
of St. James, and our Lady of Loreto, as the Ma- 
gometaus for thoſe of Medina and Mecca. When 
theſe Spaniards are arrived at Rome they have no 


Vidtuals but what they receive at the Gates ofthe 


Converts, which they ſoon ſwallow down, and 


then repair to the Spauiſh Square, where with great 


Gravity they walk up and down the reſt of the 
Day, no leſs in Love with their own dear Perſons 
than the greateſt Roman Prince. 
A CASTILIAN newly arrived, and who knew 
not the Hour of diſtributing the Soop, oc 
3 imſe 
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A. EE | ply'd the Pariſian, how the Devil d'ye think I 


10 himſelf to a poor French Clergyman, who ſub- q 
2 ſiſted by Conventual Charity, his Saniſh Vanity f! 
0 would not allow him to ask plainly for the Houſe 4} 
8 where the Soop was given, ſuch a flat Queſtion he \! 
e thought very ignoble, and therefore racking his iſ 
_ Brains for ſome out of the way Expreſſion, he * 
* could think of none better than to ask the French- 1 
tha man if he had been already to take his Chocolate: a 
bt | Auſted tomado ſu Chocolate? My Chocolate, re- 1 
{ 


ns | fhould pay ſor't, ſince 1 live by Charity, and am 1 
oh Waiting till the Soop is given out at the Franciſcan it 
ns | Convent? You have not been there yet? laic the 17 
ery 8 Ceaſtiian. No, anſweredthe other, but now's the ji 
ih I Time, and I'm going. I beg you will take me 165 
= along with you, ſaid the vain-glorious Spantard, 974 
tA and there you ſhall ſee Don Antonio Peres de Val- | 
0 cabro, de Redia, de Montalva, de Vega, Mc. give 4 
\ of to poſterity a Mark of Humility. And who are 
all theſe Gentlemen? asked the Frenchman. My 
Foe very ſelf, anſwered the Don. If ſo, reply'd the 
dam Other, rather ſay you'll give an Example to the 
Vary preſent Age ofa Man, as poor as fob, ang as hun- 
acl gry as a Hawk. 
a FAREWEIL, my dear Monceca, may thou be 
Na bleſt with Health and Contentment. 
Tons Turin, *. 
Ma- 
Then e eee 2 2578 25 8 S far Th 
ide LETTER XXXVIII. 
- AARON MoNCcECA to ISAAC ONIS. 
| the Y Philoſophical Meditations are ſometimes 
ons I interrupted by the Study of Hiſtory: I un- 
K bend my Mind by running over what has paſſed 
ene 


in the remoteſt Ages, and entertain myſelf with 
L 3 great 
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great Men dead two or three thouſand Years fince; 
fo that by reading their Diſcoveries and Actions, 


1 fancy my ſelf contemporary with them. 


THE Confuſion with which Hiſtory is clouded 
till two or three hundred Years after the Deluge, 


is a great Loſs, my dear Iſaac, to thoſe who bend 


their Minds to that Study: Few Authors have 
wrote of thoſe diſtant Times, and we have only 
remaining ſome few Scrapes and Fragments, ſo 


different and ambiguous, that they only give Oc- 


caſion to Diſputes among the Learned, the more 


difficult to be clear'd up, becauſe they rather propoſe 


their own Conjectures and Opinions, than give us 
true Explanations: To ſearch for ancient Hiſtory 
in ſach Writings, is to ſtndy the Opinions and 
imaginary Syſtems of the Moderns. . 

THE Adions of the firſt Race of Men, may 
be compared to a vaſt unknown Ocean, upon 
which one fails without Chart and Compaſs; nei- 


ther Geneſis nor the ſacred Books left us by Moſes, - 


are ſufficient to ſet us right: If they ſpeak of the 
Creation of Man, of forming or re-eftabliſhing a 
People, tis {till with relation to the Fews, omit- 
ting what does not directly tend to illuſtrate our 
Nation.; though it is not to be doubted but that 
there were other People then exiſting, of which 
the Fragments left us of the Hiſtory of the firſt 


Egyptians, Ethiopians, Scythi ans, and particularly 


che Chineſe, are convincing Proofs; but our au- 
guſt Legiſlator's whole Study in his Writings, was 
to charaReriſe our Nation, without troubling him- 
YeWM about Aliens. 5 

1+ we emount higher, and draw near to the 


Time of the Deluge, we meet with a thouſand 


inſuperable Difficulties; 'tis impoſſible for us to 


 Gifcover the Seource and Origin of conſiderable 


Nations and Empires, which we ſee at once ſtart 
wp: We read, that, two or three hundred Fear 
8 | Alter 
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after the Flood, Egypt was exceſſively populous, 


and that twenty thouſand Cities could ſcarce con- 


tain its Inhabitants; China, Scythia, and T artary 
were alſo flouriſhing States. How can it be con- 
ceived, that Noab's three Children, in two hundred 
Years, ſhould have produced Numbers ſufficient 
to people ſuch vaſt Countries, and the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Tigris and Euphrates, the firſt 
that were inhabited? 

I BELIEVE, my dear Iſaac, that, to make a 
ſuitable Progreſs in our ſacred Hiſtory, the only 


one which Time has reſpected and preſerved, we 
"Z muſt fimply give Attention to hiſtorical Truths, 


and- leave all the vain Diſputes to Philoſophers 
and Doctors. | 

A NAZARENE Fryar *, who enter'd into a 
ſtrict Examination of theſe Facts, could, after all, 
find no better Means to demonſtrate their Evidence, 
than by making Men with a Daſh-of his Pen; he 
made an exact Calculation of Children, Grand- 
Children, and Great Grand-Children, c. that four 
Men might be ſuppoſed to produce in two hundred 
and fifty Years, and the Product was two hundred 
and ſixty- eight thouſand, ſeven hundred and nin- 
teen Millions, that's to ſay, many more than were 


neceſſary to people five or ſix Worlds ſuch as 


ours. His Adverſaries were not at all pleaſed 
with his arithmetical Calculation; they could not 
be perſuaded, that Men could be made in Reality, 
as on Paper, and therefore pronounced him a 
Novice in his new Profeſſion ; alledging further, 


„That, according to the Scriptures, Men were 


pretty far advanced in Years before they had 
Children, and but few thereafter; ſo that thoſe 


„ Swarms that dropp'd from a Pen, were impoſſi- 


dle in Nature; adding, that the Multiplication of 
* the Iſraelites, during two hundred and fifty Years 

| | « in 
* Father Petau, a Jeſuit, 
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% in Egypt, from whence went out fix hundred 
« thouſand fighting Men, ſprung originally from 
« Seventy ſettled in that Country with the Pa- 
« triarch Jacob, paſſed for a Miracle; and yet 
e this came far ſhort of the pretended Multipli— 
« cation by four Perſons in the Space of two 
& hundred and fixty Years.” | 
THESE inſuperable Difficulties have thrown 
many into Error, who endeavoured to ſurmount 
them. © They fancy'd that the Deluge was not 
« univerſal, and that God, in order to puniſh the 
“ Sins ot that ungrateful Race, which he had choſe 
„ preferrably to others, did, for the Satisfaction 
e of his Jultice, only drown the Country inhabit- 
„e ed by them.” A celebrated modern Author“ 
eſtabliſhes ſeveral Antediluvian Monarchies ; many 
others have agreed with him in this Opinion, and ſup- |= 
ported it with Arguments of Natural and Expc- 
rimental Philoſophy. They pretend that, in the 
1233 Situation of the Earth, it's impoſſible for a 
Deluge to riſe fifteen Cubits above the Tops of 
the higheſt Mountains. The Sea, ſay they, 
taken in general, is but about three hundred Pa- 
ces in Depth: The higheſt Hills, as Mount-Gor- 
« dian, or Ararat, are but about three thouſand 
&« Paces above the Surface of the Sea, ſo that, 
without reckoning on the extended ſpaciouſneſs 
« of the Globe, in Proportion to its Elevation, 
« there mult be twelve or fifteen Times as much 
„Water as Earth, in the Quantity reported in Hi- 
« ftory.j” Other Authors have maintained that 
it was impoſſible the Rains could fall in ſuch A- 
bundance, as to produce fo ſtrange an Effect, and 
found their Opinion on that of a famous Ptiloſo- 
pher+, who proves, from exact Obſervations, that 
the moſt violent Storms of Rain produce but an no 
an 
* Scalizer, | Method for the Study of Hiftory, by Abbot Langltt 
| t Father Merſenue. | | 
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—_ Jewrsn LETTEIS. 261 
and Half of Water, in the Space of half an Hour, 
which makes ſix Foot in a Day; and the Deluge 
having laſted only forty times twenty-four Hours, 


ſuppoſing the higheſt Mountains only to have an 


Elevation of two thouſand Paces, which 1s one 
third leſs than their Height, not to ſurmount, but 
only to equal them, there muſt fall from the Sky, 


in twenty-four Hours, one hundred and twenty- 


five Foot of Water, inſtead of fix that fall in the 
greateſt Storms; which exceeds Poſſibility, and 
the Powers of Nature. | 


To what Purpoſe, my dear Tſaac, are all theſe 
vain Diſputes of the Learned, which amount to 


nothing? when 'tis aſſerted that the Deluge was 
not univerſal, and that God only deſign'd to puniſh 


an ungrateful People that had offended him: Is it 


not ridiculous to offer the pretended Deſigns of 
God as a Proof againſt his Word which he has 
left us in the ſacred Books? The Nazarene Doc- 
tors believe the Certainty of Moſes's Writings ; to 
what Purpoſe then theſe frivolous Diſſertations ? 


> fincetheHiſtory of theſe remote Times is a Chaos, 


"tis abſurd to imagine we can unravel it: Tis 
enough for us to be aſſured that Noah's three Chil- 
dren were the common Source of Mankind, and 
to ſearch for the Beginning of the Monarchies 
form'd by their Deſcendants, is perplexing one's 
ſelf to no Purpoſe: A Man of Senſe muſt bound 
his Enquiry to thoſe Times wherein he finds ſome 


Light and Certainty in the Hiſtorians who treat of 


them. L 
SUCH uſeleſs Perquiſitions waſte Time which 


might be better employ'd; and ſince it has not 


pleas'd the Almighty to tranſmit down to us the 
Means of re-peopling the World ſo ſpeedily after 
the Flood, *tis enough for us to know that he who 
created the Univerſe out of nothing, who ſo wiſely 
ſupports and governs it, has met with no Difficul- 
ties in the Execution of his Deſigns. I 
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To ſtudy Hiſtory to Advantage, original Au— 
thors muſt be conſulted as much as poflible : Who 
can be better acquainted with the Manners of a 


Country, than he who was born and bred in it, 
who writes in it, and to whom the Laws and 


Cuſtoms are familiar? What modern Author is 
Vain enough to imagine that he knows the ancient 


Greeks as well as Thucydides, Xenophon, and Plu- 


tarch ? 

Tre Hiſtorians who have but now wrote the 
Hiſtories of their Countries, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
fall infinitely ſhort of Tits Livy, and Tacitus, in 
Excellency, Majeſty, and Grandeur of Writing ; 
for how could they attain to the Juſtneſs of Cha- 
racters of thoſe Authors who copy'd after Nature? 

I HAvE, generally ſpeaking, but a very indit- 
ferent Opinion of Hiſtories compoſed by modern 


Writers upon the Events of remote Times; I 


look upon them as Compilers, and their Works 


as bad I'ranſlations. Whoever would know tie 
true Character of the Greeks and Romans, mult 
ſearch for it in the Originals. Would it not be. 


ridiculous, if a German, curions to know the 
Manners, Cuſtoms, and Genius of the French, 


ſhould rather chuſe to frequent an Eugliſmam (who 
had been at Paris) for Information, than to live 


among them when he might do it? Such a Con- 
duct would, no doubt, be thought extraordinary! 
*T'is no leſs ſo to expect to know the Manners 
of the ancient Romans from a Man born at Paris, 
and to believe that he is better inſtructed in them 
than Saluſt, or Titus Livy, 

Two Nazarene Friars * have lately made 2 


compleat Collection of the Roman Hiſtory f, ſo 


volu- 


7 The F F. Catr»u & Roml!', Jeſuits, | 
1 1 can't corceive how fuch a Work could ever meet with 
Approbation; I know that the e are mere Fools than Men 
of Se: ſe, but r1e:1lv a Man muß be profoundly filly to throw 

away ſo much Time as is neceſſary to read that Book, 
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voluminous and extenſive, that whoever ſhould 
have Patience enough to read it, mult be obliged 
to abandon the Originals: Inſtead of the lively and 
maſculine Stile, which Hiſtory requires, one would 
think that they were the adopted Heirs of Calpre- 
nede and Scuderi, in the Romantick ; they yield 
not an Ace in Prolixity, and if they don't give us 
Deſcriptions of Feſtoons and Aſtragals “, they de- 
ſcend to the moſt pitiful Speeches of the meaneſt 
Writers among the Ancients. I'heſe Friars have 


not conſidered that in a Work ſo immenſe as their's, 


they ought to have been very reſerved in that Part 
of it, aud not to oppreſs the Reader with conti- 
nual Declamations of Rhetorick, with which their 
Hiltory is cramm'd. The Readers fink under the 
Weight of trifling Facts, ill digetted, and confu- 


ſedly heap'd together; it preſents nothing to the. 


Mind that is clear, conciſe, or ſhining : In ſhort, 
"tis ſo bad a Copy, and ſuch a wretched Imitation 


of the Ancients, that ſhould one imagine there was 


the leaſt Relemblance betwixt it and the Originals, 
it were enough to make him tor ever ſhut his Eyes 


on them ; what induced thoſe two Authors to join 


their Talents for ſuch a pitiful Performance'l know 
not: Jo ſpeak lincerely, I think one of them 
might have accompliſh'd ſuch a Collection; only 
while one work'd upon the Body of the Hiſtory, 
the other was buſy on the Notes; worſe, it worſe 
can be, than the Text. 

A NAZARENE Doctor has made another 
Collection ot the Roman Eliſtory, not near ſo pro- 
lix, and conlequently better. When a Writer has 

9 formed 
ce ne ſont que Feſtons, ce ne ſont qu Aſtragales. — Boileau. 


Feſtoon, a Garland or Border of Fuits and Flowe:s, elpe- 
cially engraven or emboſſed Works, | 


A_ragal, an Ornament round like a Ring, join'd to Baſes, 


Cornices, c. 
t Vabbe de Vertot, 
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formed his Taſte in the original Authors, and learn- 
ed from them the Genius, Character, and Man- 
ners of the true Komars, the reading of ſuch a 
modern Author is very neceſſary and uſeful, be- 
cauſe of the regular Ditpoſition of many Facts 


elſewhere diſperted, and that he can at once find 


what he was before obliged to ſeek in many Books: 
But Works of this Kind are only uſctul to two 
Sorts of People, ſuch who, already thoroughly 
vers'd in Hiſtory, have occafion for a Collection 
to eaſe them of the Fatigue of perpetually poring 
in Originals, for what they have already ſeen ; and 
ſuch who, only defirous to read for Diverſion, 
and to have a ſuperficial Notion of paſt 1 imes, 
don't care to bear the Drudgery of ſearching into 
and making a Collection of Facts and Events, 
which are in one Author, and not to be found in 
another. | 


2 


Country, but a Freuchman attempting to acquaint 
us with the Character of a Brutus, a Ceſar, or 4 
Scipio; and whatever Genius he may have, tis im- 
poſſible that ancient Hiſtory paſſing thro? his Hands 


ſhould eſcape the being tinctured with a modern 


Tafte, which muſt disfigure it. | 

_ THE Poſt is juſt going off, ſo that Pm forced 
to end my Letter. Some other Time I fhall write 
thee my J houghts fully on this Subject; mean— 
time J bid thee a hearty Farewel, and pray that 
the God of our Fathers may bleſs thee with Pro!- 
_ perity. | e 


5 „ At 
Paris, 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


AARON MON CEC A 7 IS AAC ON IS. 


NOM 


E now ſee in France what was never ſeen 
before in it, v/2. the Women excluded from 
any Share in the Miniſtry, and the Secret of State 


Affairs impenetrable. The Sovereign and his Mi- 


niſter are equally reſerv'd, and their Defigys a 


Myſtery to the Publick. This judicious Condu& 


is an Effect of the Miniſter's Prudence, and the 


early Diſcretion of the Prince, who, in an Age in 


which the Heart is ordinarily the Play-thing of 
Paſſions, lives in the Midſt of his ſplendid Court, 
with the greateſt Circumſpection. Lhe French are 
aſtoniſhed to ſee a Form of Government to which 


they were hitherto intirely Strangers; they know by 


Experience that the Fair Sex have often had a larger 


Share in great Affairs than the Miniſters themſelves, 


and are not ignorant that the State has ſuffer'd by it. 

WERE I a King, I would make choice of Per- 
ſons, for my Aſſiſtants in the Government, ar- 
riv'd at an Age in which Reaſon has ar abſolute 
Sway over the Paſſions, and I could with them 
to be unmarry'd Men. What can't a Woman of 


| Senſe do with a tond Husband, in certain Mo») 
ments, and certain Situations? The greateſt Mi- 


niſters were never marry'd, and *tis very probable 
they never had role to ſuch a high Station, had 
they been conſtantly haunted by a domeſtick Spy, 


ö againſt whoſe Curioſity it would have been impoſ- 


fible for them ſtill to have been on their Guard. 


| Le we compare the Cardinals Richlieu, Ximenes,. 
R Aazorize, and, to go farther backwards, the Ab- 
3 . A a bat 
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bot Sauger, with other Miniſters, what a vaſt Dif. 
ference mult we perceive? but to put this Matter 
in a clearer Light, 1 could inſtance many Exam- 
ples of our own Time. It can't be deny'd but 
that the Cardinals Alberoni and Cienfuegos deſerved 
the higheſt Praiſes for their Skill in managing pub- 
lick Affairs; ; not that I] pretend to muintain but 
there ate Perſons, who, notwithſtanding their At- 
tachment to the Fair Scx, can get the better of all 
their Cunning ; but the Effort is difficult, and when 
a Man has the Management of publick Affairs, 
"tis not an eaſy Matter to be ſo much upon his 
Guard, as to prevent a clever Woman, who has 

a Place in his Heart, from diſcovering, ſooner or 
iter, a Part of his Secret. 

I Uk late Duke Regent had the Art of gaining 


an Aſcendant over his Foible, tho' ten times a 


Day the humble Slave of different Belles, yet Love 
uſurp'd not over his Politicks, and, in the Height 
of Joy, Plcaſures, and Tranſport, the Stateſman 
Was 2 from the Lover. But where, my 
dear Iſaac, can we meet with ſuch grand and ſteady 
Genius's as that of this Prince? tho' Calumny, 
Impoiture, Rebellion, and Monkifh Hypocrily, 
under the Veil of Religion and Juſtice, combine 
together to caſt their fatal Venom upon his molt 
innocent Actions, yet, as the Wind dilpels the 
Clouds, he defeated their pernicious Plots, and, 


tne Puniſhment inflicted upon his Enemies, his 115 


trepicity and Grandeur of Soul were the more ivlly 
diſplay' d. 

How few ſuch Characters are to be found? 
Hittory ſcarce affords one in many Ages; on the 
contrary, it has been always found, that Women 
gave the deciſive Stroke to great Affairs. What 
Lt" gs did not the Princets Eboli ſet a going in 

the Reign of Philip I. notwithſtanding that Prince's 


Prudence and Poli licy? Did not the Ladies force 
Henry 
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Henry IV. to put an End to a War, ſucceisin} in 
its Beginning; and, by their Artifice and fecr-t 
Machinations, did they not perſuade him to uncer- 
take another, of which the:Event was doubttal, 
and the Preparations partly the Cauſe oi tis Death; 
Madame de Chevracſe ſet a hundred different Ma— 
chines at Work, both at Home and Abroad, which 
put the Kingdom into a ſtrange Ferment, and how- 
ever turbulent the Cardinal de Rets was, he did 
not half to much Harm. The Factions of e ſt- 
muſter were animated by the Conntels of Carliſle: 
That Lady, in her Cloſet at /Yb:tchall, gave Soul 
and Lite to them. | 
ALL our Precautions againſt the bewitching 
Charms of the Fair Sex ure vain; it ſignifies no- 


thing to call them ambitious, indiſcreet, partial, 


and capricious; notwithſtanding all thele Failings 


with which they are reproach'd, the Ladies have 


been at all Times, and in all Courts, the princi- 
pal Springs of grand Events:“ Therefore, ſays an 
excellent Author *, the wile Courtier is careful 
« not to make any of them his Enemy, nor to 
% ſpeak againſt them in general: Woe be to thoſe 
„% who look upon them as a frail weak Sex.” 
There is no Enemy ſo dangerous as a Woman, 


ſhe who thinks her own Power or Credit inſuffi— 


cient to cruſh an Enemy, is cunning enough to 
to unite herſelf with ſome other. T'he molt art- 
ful Miniſter in the Management of bis Maſter's 
Intereſt, is but a Novice, compared to a Woman 
provok'd and thirſting for Revenge. As the Ladies 
look upon pardoning and forgetting Injuries to be 
imaginary Virtues, *tis no ealy Matter to pacity 
them when they think themſelves affronted. 

WHEN a Woman is perſonally concern'd in a 
State Affair, or in a Conſpiracy, Nature, by a 
ſurprizing Effort, ſeems to change her very Being: 

AA 1 There's 
St. Eurcmont, 
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There's no penetrating into her Deſigns, being as 
reſerv'd, in what regards herſelf, as ſhe is unguard- 
ed, with reſpect to others. To be convinced of 


this Truth we have only to examine the principal 
Events of late Reigns. The League could not fix 
on a proper Scheme for the Aſſination of Henry Ill. 
till Madame de Moupenſier, Siſter to the Guiſes, 
was let into the Plot; ſhe artfully brought a Monk 
into her Meaſures, and perſuaded him that Reli— 
gion called on him to commit the moſt enormous 
of Crimes. The pernicious Deſigns of the Spaxr- 
ards againſt Hewry IV. would never have ſucceeded, 
had they only been ſupported by the old Duke 4 


Hperuon; but when the Dutcheſs de Verneuil, that 


Monarch's diſcarded Miſtreſs, conſpired againtt 
nim, he unhappily fell a Sacrifice to her. 

T'ne Changes and Commotions of the Ottoman 
Empire are moſtly owing to the Power and Cre- 
dit of the Women: Who would imagine that a 
Sultaneſs, ſhut up in her Seraglio, and debarred 
from the Sight of all whom a barbarous Operation 
has not ſtruck out of the Claſs of Men, ſhould 
govern Txrky, name the Vizir and the Mufti, eſ- 
pouſe the Intereſts of the Baſhaw of Cairo, or of 
Babylin, whom ſhe never knew, and that the Mo- 
tions and Paſſions with which ſhe is agitated, in 
the ſolitary Apartments of her Palace, ſhould cir- 


culate thro' the whole Empire, and produce the 


Effects that ſhe deſigns? « 

THE Character of Miſtreſs is much more dan- 
gerous, than that of Wife, to obtain an abſolute 
Power over Mens Hearts: We often have a Plea- 
ſure in granting to a Miſtreſs, what we ought to deny 


to a Wife. Love admits of no Rules, and diſdains 


Reltraint, ſo that this Paſſion is much more danget- 
ous to Men in publick Buſineſs than Marriage; 
they may indeed make a vain Struggle for a while, 


and reſiſt the firſt Attacks, but ſooner or _ 
they 
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they are ſure to yield. A Man really amorous 


and capable of Reſerve, is a Prodigy that has not 


been known theſe three thouſand Years: Nothing 
is too hard for a lovely Woman, who ſtudies how 
to pleaſe; ſhe purſues a Deſign to better Purpole, 
and more ſecurely than our Sex, who, notwith- 
itanding their pretended Capacity and Mettle, give 
daily into the moſt obvious Snares. | 

IF we reflect on the great Men who have with- 
ſtood the Impreſſions which their Miſtreſſes cn- 


deavoured to give them, we ſhall find they were 


| leſs amorous than vicious. When one is a gene— 


ral Lover, and when the Heart is not fix'd to a 
particular Object, the Paſſions are not ſo violent, 
nor ſo dangerous; his Cale is much the fame with 


the Duke Regent's, whole Character I have but 


juſt now given thee. Changeableneſs and Incon- 
ſtancy guard the Politician from the Indiſcretions 
and Weakneſles of the ſincere Lover; thus Alzx- 
auder and Falias Cæſar had their Foibles, but they 
did not prove their Ruin; Change of Objects pre- 
vented their becoming Slaves, and ſecured them 
from the Misfortune into which Authony's ſettled 
Paſſion for Cleopatra, plunged that great Man. 

A THOUSAND Examples might be found in 
our own Age, to juſtify this Opinion; and, with- 
out going back to ancient Hiſtory, we may ven- 


ture to affirm,. that, for two hundred Years, the 


Women have had a greater Share than the Men 
in the Government of Europe; and ſhould I be 


tempted to add, that all this 1 ime they ſhared their 


Credit with the Prieſts and Friars, this Aſſertion 
would be no leſs true than the former. 
I THINK it's a reaſonable Opinion, my dear 
Iſaac, that a King ought not to chuſe for Miniſters 
but Perſons in whom Age has cool'd the Paſſions ; 
if he can't find ſuch in the State of Celibacy, he 
ought at leaſt to take care that they be not expo- 
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270 Jewisn LETTERS. 
ſed, at the ſame Time, to the Aſcendant of a Wife 
and Allurements of a Miſtreſs, otherwiſe the Se- 
crets with which he is truſted, are in Danger of a 
Diſcovery. Werel a King, I would uſe the ſame 
Method in the Choice of Miniſters, as the College 
of Cardinals in the Nomination of Sovereign Pon- 
tives. The Exceſſes and Debaucheries of ſome 
who were elected when young, have made the Na- 
Zarenes lee the Neceſſity of having Recourſe to 
the only infalliable Fence againſt the Paſſions of 
the Heart, and to raiſe none to the Government 
of the Church but Perſons whom Age has cured 
of youthful Follies. | 
IN a well govern'd State, the Maxim is, 0/4 
Miniſters, and young Generals, When I ſay young, 
{1 mean Years of Maturity when the Mind and 
Body are in full Vigour : The Miniſter mult plod 
in his Cloſet, and the General execute in the Field; 
to the former belongs a conſummate Prudence, 
not to be influenc'd by that Heat and Valour, the 
ſhining Parts of the military Man's Character ; too 
much Ardour, and Love of Glory, may be hurt- 
ful to a State: At an Age when Experience is 
wanting, private Intereſt is often confounded with 
the publick,, and a Man's own Heart deceives him. 
The great Prince of Conde, at twenty Years of Age, 
was a famous General; but would have made 2 
very indifferent Miniſter: Cardinal Mazarize re- 
duced him twenty Times to the greateft Straits, 
and at laſt forc'd him to knock under. Alexander, 
Maſter of Aſia at twenty - eight Years of Age, 
would have remain'd plain King of Macedo, had 
mot his Father Philip done by his Politicks in 
Greece, what he did by his Arms in Perſia. _ 
I LOOK upon a Miniſter as a Man whoſe leaſt 
Paſſions may run him into the greateſt Faults; 
and as it is impoſſible to be a Man and not ſub- 
zect to Humanity, an advanc'd Age, that diveſts 
Us 


a mb ds ds 


— — num — — AAA — Ks we A 


bat, py 2 2 — 


—— 


= — 


r 
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us of a Part of our Prejudices, Paſſions, and vio- 
lent Impulſes, renders us Proof againſt certain 
Foibles, and better qualified for the Management 
of publick Affairs. | | 

IT may be objected that this Prudence, and this 

Wiſdom, which I require in a Miniſter, are equally 
neceſſary to complete the Character of a good Ge- 
neral: Conſequently the one as well as the other 
ſhould be of an advanced Age; but 'tis eaſy to 
perceive, that the Experience which the former 
ought to have, is very different from that which 
the latter ought to acquire: To know the Hearts 
of Men, the different Intereſts of States, the Laws 


of a Kingdom, the Means to make Trade flou- 


riſh, to acquire the Eſteem of foreign Nations, to 
be lov'd by his Prince's Allies, and dreaded by his 
Enemies, are Talents very different from thoſe 
that relate to the forming of a Camp, the regula- 
ting the March of an Army, the drawing of it upin 
Battalia, the leading it on to Battle, and obtain- 


ing a Victory: A General muſt have Judgment, 


Valour, and Activity; and a Miniſter mult be a 
profound Politician, always watchful to obſerve 


the minuteſt I ranſattions, and, by his Equity, to 


| Preſerve the Honour of his Prince, without leſ- 
ſening his Credit and Authority: The Fatigues of 
the Miniſter are confined to his Cloſet; but the 


General's Work requires a healthful Conſt itu- 


tion, that can undergo all Sort of Hardſhips. E- 


done Miniſter. 


„e KKK | | 
Paris, * OY 


LETTER 


very Age produces twenty Generals, and ſcarce 


Adieu, my dear Iſaac; be joyful and content. 
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LETTER XL. 


Akon M oNCECA to ISAAC Onis. 


MAN was yeſterday taken up here, and con- 
ducted to the publick Priſons, to whom an- 
cient Greece would have erected Statues ; he was 
a ſturdy Beggar, in Compariſon of whom Dia- 


genes was but a School-Boy ; he ask'd Charity in 


a moſt infolent Manner, and gave abuſive Lan- 
guage to thoſe whoſe Phyſnomies did not pleaſe 
him: For ſome Time People put up with his Im- 
pertinencies, but having had the Impudence to ruſh 


into a Farmer General's Houſe, and ſeat himſelf at 
his Table in his greaſy tatter'd Rags; the Maſter, 


ſurprizd at the Fellow's Braſs, order'd his Ser- 
vants to thruſt him out of Doors; upon which 
the modern Cynick read him ſo provoking a Lec- 
ture on his own, and Colleagues Practices, that 
the Financer ſent the Philoſopher to Jail ; mean 


time 'tis confidently reported that he's a very in- 


genious Man, and that this mad Way of Lite to 


which he has taken himſelf, is the Effect of Phi- 
lofophy, and to ridicule the vain Pomp of the 


World: Tis a Misfortune for him not to have 
been born two thouſand Years ago; the ſame Im- 
pertinencies that have brought him to a Dungeon, 
would have proved a Means to immortalize him. 

IF the ſevenwiſe Men of Greece were now 
living, ſome of them would be look'd upon as 
Perſons of Genius, and allow'd, for a Livelihood, 


to dedicate their Books to the Gentlemen of the 
Revenue, and the reſt would ſtarve, or get a Bed- 


lain 


—— 
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lam for their Lodging. I am, at leaſt, very well 
aſſured that the Beggar now confin'd at Paris, has 
not committed the fourth Part of the Extrava- 
gancies that Diogenes acted at Athens. How could 
People, ſo wiſe and judicious as the Greczans, con- 


ſecrate, by the Name of Wiſdom, the infamous 


Actions of that Cynick? 1 allow him to go thro' 
the Streets with a lighted Candle, 3 for a 
Man at Noon-Day, but I can't bear his ſcanda- 
lizing Humanity by his wicked Exceſles, and that 
he ſhould glory in it“. The greateſt Part of the 


| Philoſophers have been addicted to Vanity, and the 


principal Motive of their molt remarkable Actions 
was to acquire the Reputation of extraordinary 


Men. When I conſider Diogenes paſſing his Life 


in a Tub, I look upon him as a perpetual Martyr 
to his Vanity ; and on his pretended Mortification 
and Auſterity, as the Conſequences of his Pride. 
Plato, whoſe real Merit wanted no ſuch Mum- 
meries to let it off, walking with ſome Friends 


by ka River's Side, one of them made him obſerve 


Diogenes in Water to the Chin in the Dead of 
Winter, and the River cover'd with Ice, except 
the Hole that he had made for himſelf. Don't 
% look at him, ſaid Plato to his Friend, but turn 


% your Eyes another Way, and he'll ſoon get out 


„of the Water, for he only went into it, becauſe 
„ he ſaw us coming.” The Contempt that Plato 


put upon Diogenes's Follies, drew upon him the 


Hatred of that Cynick ; accordingly he came one 
Day to his Houle, and walking very diſdainfully 
on the rich Carpets that cover'd the Floor of his 
Hall, “ See, ſays he, how I tread under Foot 
Plato's Pride: Yes, anſwer'd Plato, but in doing 
this your Pride is greater.” 8 IN 

HI' "aps Aryans fouysr mis Toy ULW²p 


Heiden wa An Aude & Ka Oy. 


Omnia ſ[mnz Diogenes eſfugit hæc, Nupti ds vero, perfecit dextrd; 
baide nihil opus habens. Antholog, Epigram, LXXX. Lib. VII. 
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IN all Ages Vanity ſeems to have been the 
darling Vice of great Men : They who have wrote 
againſt Glory, Ambition, and a Deſire of being 
immortaliz'd, have prefix'd their Names to their 
Books with that very View: The Philoſophers 
are not the only People ſubjected to this Paſſion; 
it is generally ſtamp'd and engrav'd on the Hearts 
of all Men who have Genius to raiſe themſelves 
above the Vulgar : The Love of Glory and Praiſe | 
has more contributed to make Conquerors than a 
Deſire to enlarge their Dominions. Alexaader 
gave away Kingdoms, after he had conquer'd 
them, and reſerved no other Recompence for his 
Labours, than the Glory of having ſurmounted 
them. A noble Ambition is uſeful to Society; 
without it, Arts would languiſh, and Sciences re— 


main uncultivated : The Deſire of Immortality, 


and the Satisfaction ariſing from being extoll'd, 
ſet more Springs in Motion than Gold or Money. 
In Countries where the People are not ani- 
mated by a Deſire of Glory, we find a Decay in 
the liberal Arts, which extends even to the meaneſt 
Profeſſions. We are told, that when one wants 
his Meaſure to be taken in Spain for a Pair of 
Shoes, the Shoe-maker asks his Wife how her 
. Purſe holds out; if ſhe can muſtz, up but two or 
three Crowns, he ſaucily bids his Cuſtomer g 
about his Buſineſs, and continues ſcraping upon 
his Guitar; not that the Spartards are not fond of 
Glory; Vanity is the chief Attribute of their Cha- 
racter, but 'tis a ridiculous Glory, ſavouring more 
of Pride and Arrogance, than a Deſire of immor- 
talizing their Name. . 
WHEN the Paſſion of being tranſmitted to Po- 
ſterity is not ſupported by Honour and Virtue, it 
may throw us into terrible Miſtakes : Eroſtratu” 
burnt the Temple of Epheſus to render his Nam? 
immortal; and *tis aſſured that this was one 


the | 
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the Reaſons which determin'd Nero to ſet Fire to 
the four Corners of Rome. The Emperor Charles 
V. had like to have fallen a Victim to the wild 
Frenzy of an Idolizer of Immortality : I his Prince, 
when at Rome, went up to the T'op of St. Peter's 
Dome, and when he was looking down to the 
Bottom of the Church, one of his Courtiers, who 
ſtood by him, was ſtrongly tempted to throw him- 
ſelf down head-long, and to pull .the Emperor 
after him, which he thought a ſure Way to eter- 
nie his Memory: Happily for Charles V. he did 
not execute his Project; but when he was come 
down, had the Indilcretion to tell him how far 
| he had been. tempted: The Prince thank'd him 
' heartily for, not cauſing him to take ſuch a dan- 
gerous Leap, but forbad him ever coming again 
into his Preſence. 


' i © reaches to People of the loweſt Clats: A Goat- 


herd of a Village near Niſnes, in Languedoc, ha- 


ving no Temple of Epheſus to burn, and being 
; | !oth to deſtroy any ot the Nazareze Churches, 
; bethought himſelf, like another Eroſtratus, of a 
very whimſical Stratagem to tranſmit his Memory 


to After- ages in his own Country; when the Vines 


were in Bloſſom, he led a Flock of two hundred 
G Goats into the Vineyards, began the Vintage three 
. or four Months betore-hand, and by that Means 
E depriv'd the whole Country of Wine for that 
5 Year : When he was apprehended, and ask'd what 
; had tempted him to commit ſuch air Action, he 
'y very gravely anſwer'd, that he could think of no 
. better Expedient to make him be talk'd of after 
I Death. The Judges, dreading the Conſequences 
4 of a Thirſt tor Glory ſo pernicious to the Coun- 
- try, order'd him to be confin'd in a Mad-Houſe, 


where he died. 


I Now 


AN immoderate Defire of Glory ſometimes 
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I Nou return to the ancient Philoſophers. It 
the Actions committed by ſome of them were not 
ſo hurtful to Society as thoſe juſt now mention'd, 
they were no leſs extravagant : What muſt a Man 
of Senſe think of one who, after many Years 


Study, cauſes his Eyes to be put out, that he may 
meditate with the more Freedom *? What Judg- 


ment can he form of a pretended Philoſopher, who 
threw himſelf into Euripus f, becauſe he could 
not account for its Ebbing and Flowing? Wbat 
Notion, in ſhort, can he have of the Wiſdom of 
the Learned, from the immoderate Laughter of 
Democritus, and the continual Tears of Heracli- 
tus  * who was ſo complaiſant as to affli& himſelf 
for the whole World, and would have extended 
his weeping Charity to the Autipodes, if he had 
known any thing about them. 

S OMRAT ES, Plato, and Epicarus, were, in 
my Opinion, the wiſeſt Philoſophers of Antiquity ; 
J have little to ſay as to the I'ruth of their Opi- 
nions, but only that the Regularity of their Be- 
haviour anſwer'd to the Wiſdom, Diſcretion, and 
Candour diſplay'd in their Writings H: Reaſon di— 

| reclcd 

* Ccriptum eft, Democritum, luminibus occulorum ſua ſi ontt ſe 
privaſſe, quia eſtimaret c:guiati.nes commentationeſque animi ſit in 
contemplandis nature rationitas vegetiores & exattiores fyre, fi cas 
videndi illecebris, & occulorum impedimentis lileraſſet. — All, 
Gellius, nect. Atticar, Lib. X. Chap. XVII. 

I Emuripus, a narrow Sea in Greece, which ebbs and flows 


ſeven Times in twenty-four Hours. See what is ſaid about 
Ariſtotle's Death in the Secret Memoirs of the Republick of 
Letters, —— Letter v. | | 

La Mothe le Varey has endeavour'd to juſſiſy the perpetual 
Laughter of Democritus, and the Tears of Hcraclitys, but has 
not ſucceeded in his Undertaking, See his Treatiſe on the 
Virtue of the Pagans, Tom, I. Pag. 620 and following, of the 
Folio Edition; and the Secret Memoirs of the Republick of 
Letters. — Letter V. 0 

$ By the Writings of Socrates, muſt be underftood the me— 
moziable Things of Cocrates; a Work of which Xenephon is the 


Author, 
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rected theſe great Men, and they quitted the World 
not out of Hatred to Mankind, but to avoid the 
Troubles and Confuſions of it. In the Solitudes 
to which they retir'd for the Freedom of Con- 
templation, they did not deny thenmioives tho“ 
innocent Pleaſures which good Men enjoy in pur 
lick Life, but only ſet Bounas to prevent their 
running into Exceſs. I could almoſt find in ny 
Heart to place Epictetus next in Rank, but tony 
his Severity ſeems to me to be over-ſtrain'd, . 


a Conſequence of his Vanity; there's iometitiny 


peeviſh and ſour in all his moral Precepts, and its 
the Philoſopher we can eaſily perceive the ill Hu- 


mour of Epaphroditus's Slave. 


Look upon Reſolution under Misfortuncs 
to be a Virtue worthy of Admiration, but am not 
for its being extended to Barbarity and Ferocity : 


| I conſider the Stoicks as melancholy Mad-men, 


with whom Wiſdom is a barbarous Virtue, more 
hurtful than beneficial to Mank ind: Pm for a mild 


Philoſophy, adapted to the good of Socicty, and 


which, in expoſing Vice, does not repreſent the 
Path of Virtue as impracticable: Let me have 
Morality that impoſes no inſupportable Yoke, and 
which, by curbing our Paſſions, may ſerve as a 
Barrier againſt the Exceſſes to which our ConRi- 
tution and Inclinations hurry us. I eſteem a Phi- 
loſopher to whom Vice is hateful, but I expect 


that he ſhould have Compaſſion for the Vicious, 


that he ſhould cure their Defects with Liſcourſes 


ful! of good Nature, good Senſe, and Pruth, 


carefully avoiding all pedantick Affectation. 
8 | B b TUE 
Author, or rather the Coppiſt, ſince it only contains the prin- 


cipal Diſcourſes pronouced by Socrates in his Lile-time, We 
have nothing leſt us of Eyicurus, but ſome Fragments pre- 


ſerved in the Writings of ſeveral Authors; and of all the 


Books which that Philoſopher compoſed, not ſo much as one 
5 ROW Cxtant, 
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THE true Epricareans (I mean thoſe who had 
not corrupted their Maſter's Syſtem of Morality) 
were Men of preferable Senſe to the Stoicks:! 
take the latter to be Fools, whoſe heated Imagi— 


nation had form'd a wild and extravagant Notion 


of the ſovereign Good, not to be conceiv'd. How 
ridiculous! how vain muſt that Man be, who, for 
tae fake of adhering to a Sect, look'd upon him- 
{elf as a God? He appropriated to himſelf the 


auguſt Name of Wiſe; and the wiſe Man, ac- 


. cording to him, was ever in the full Enjoyment 


of all that's good and virtuous *; free while a 
Slave, handſome while deform'd, rich while poor, 
and eaſy under Torments; he was more a Deity 
than a Man. Is it poflible that the diſtracted Mind 
of Man can have ſuch Influence on the Imagina- 
tion, as to perſuade a Perſon, who ſuffers acute 
Pains, that he is truly happy ? Nothing but Vanity 
is at the Bottom of ſuch an unreaſonable Notion ; 
and whatever Sedateneſs Eypictetus affected while 
his Maſter, out of Spite, was breaking his Leg, 


his Moderation was the Effect of Pride. 


TER E's but one Thing capable to make us 
ſupport Torments with a Sort of Pleaſure, an! 
that is, the Expectation of a greater Good than 


the preſent Evil: Thus, in the different Religions, 


thoſe who have been expoſed to Racks, and the 
molt exquiſite T ortures, have bleſs'd the Pains that 
were 


* *T1s very true, that a Man really wiſe and virtuous, is mo!e 
kappy and undifturb*d than a Criminal, let his Station be eve: 
ſo high, becauſe in the Midſt of Grandeurs he is devont'd b, 


Paſſions and Remorſes. Had the Stoicks ſaid but this, tic} 


had ſpoke rationally, but they carried Things to an Ext 
mity : and Cicero, who was not averſe to this Sentiment, os 
hodever that the Stoicks made Wiſdom to be ſo pute an! 
ſublime a Quality that none could ever attain to it. 

Negent enim (loquitur de Sicicis) quem quam virum bonum elſe 
wii ſavicniem. Sit ita ſen's ſtd cam jericntiominterpretant!r, ot 
ad lat blorialis nisse eff conſecttuc, Cicero de Amicitia, Cap, 
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were to procute them everiaiting Pleaſures; the 
would not, by abjuring their Faith, put au End 
to tranſttory Sufterings, Which were to be requitz4 
by perpetual Rev Aards; but the Stoicks had no 
other Confolation in theirs, than the n OL 
ſupporting them. without comp laining. 
FAREWE L, my 9 ar {aac let me hear fron 

thee now and then; zethinks "tis a long while 
ſince I had any of thy Ta tiers. 


Paris, *** x 
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LETTER XII. 


AARON MoONCECA ro IS AAC ON1S. 


much pleas'd with the Performance of the Ac- 
tors: As a Play is the Picture of human Lit eta 
the Comedian ple: [ſes more or lels as he's Cast 
in copying his Original: Let a Piece be ever fo 


ww No 1h 


WAS yeſterday at the Italiun Comedy, and am 
e P 
t; 
Or 


good, it languiſhes under the Repreſentation of 


bad Actors; whereas a Performance that won'e 


1401 11 w 


bear a Reading, will often gain Applauſeby the art. 
fu! Management of skilful Players: This is the 
Cale with moſt of the Pieces repreſen ed on the 
Italian I heatre; they are more air y and lively than 
lolid, and what is but heavy and dull in reading, 
becomes brisk and diverting on the Stage. Some 


Authors have invented a new kind of Comed: ; 


joining Morality to the Buffooneries of Harle-. 
Quin *. The Italian Stage, under the Conduct of 


Bb 2 theſe 
* Which may be ſeen with Pleaſure in the Pieces intitlad, 
La double Inconftance, i.e, The double Inconttancy, Ls © 
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theſe new Authors, might have been improved ſo 
as to rival the Latin and the French: But ſome 


wretched Writers *, who ſucceeded to -the for- 
mer, have reduced it to its primitive State: In 


molt of their Pieces, the regular Conduct, the Uni- 
formity of Characters, and the diſcreet Behaviour, 


are ſacrificed to the Pleaſure of making the Pit 


laugh with ſome trifling Jeſt, or whimſical Inci- 
dent, very remote from Probability. 

T me Italian Comedy has had ſtrange Ups and 
Downs at Paris; in the former Reign they were 
baniſh'd out of Frauce; the Boldneſs with which 
they publickly expoſed the Characters of Perſons 
of the higheſt Rank, was the Cauſe of their Dii- 
grace. Some Years thereafter, the Duke Regent 
re-call'd them from Exile, and order'd their Re- 


_ eſtabliſhment at Paris. ThePuniſhment which the 


former Comedians had undergone, render'd the 
new ones more circumſpect, by leaving out what 
might touch particular Perſons, and reſtricting 
themſelves to what might be agreeable and enter- 
taining to the Publick. They had, in the French 
Comedians, dangerous Rivals, whoſe real Merit 
ought to have cclips'd the faint Luſtre of their 
Stage, but that they leſſen'd the Defects by thei 
excellent Manner of acting. 3 


TE Greek Comedies and Tragedies are rivall'd 


by the French; if the modern Pieces are not ſupe- 


rior to the ancient, yet every learn'd Man, who 


is not influenc'd by Prejudice, muſt confeſs their 

quality; and I ſhould be even tempted to grant 

them the Preference in many Caſes. 1 
N | Jo 


priſe de Lamovnr. i, e. Love's Surpriſe, &c. by Mr. Maniva”: 
Timenle M.ſant rope. i. e. Timon the Miſanthropiſt, or Man-batei 
Arlequin Sauvage, &c. i. e. Harlequin turn'd wild and unſocia- 
ble, by de Lille, who died at Paris ſome Years ago; and no: 
by the Phyſician at the Hague, as falſly reported. 


* Pomngnc/?, Lelio the Son, and others, 
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No Comedy- writer among the Latines wos ever 
poſſeſſed of ſo many Talents as Moliere. Terence 
wrote in a pure Stile, his Pictures come up to Na— 
ture, and bis Repreſentations are ſo lively, that 
they ſtrike as if we really ſaw what flows from 

his Pen; an admirable Conduct is diſplay'd in his 
Pieces, but his Failing conſiſted in Want of Fire, 
Strength of Fancy, and Variety in his Characters: 

If five, of the ſix Pieces which he has publiſhed, 
were loſt, we ſhould ſtill have Terence intire. In 
al! his Comedies 'tis a cunning Rogue of a Valet, 


; an amorous or debauch'd young Gentleman, or a 
covetous Father, &c. When we have read his An- 
k drien the Heart finds no new Iaſtruction, in his 
a other Pieces, the Mind is only diverted with the 
Fiction. — 
Ex PLAUTUS, ingenious, diverſify'd, and full of 
, Variety in his Characters, fail'd in Stile; aud ſome- 
> times, in his very beſt Pieces, degraded into low 
» | Wit, extremely offenſive to good Taſte. 
Þ Bor where find we more Variety, more Ex- 
cellence, more Juſtneſs in Pictures, more Neat- 
" neſs, and Preciſion of Stile, than in Molliere's Mi- 
11 2 * Les Femmes Savaates|, Le Tartajet , 
= Les Facheuæx &, L'ecole des Femmes **? I would 
41 palace his good Pieces above the belt of the Greek 
© KF Performances, and the bad, which he made to 
4 pleaſe the Mob, below the [zal:az Farces, being 
ho. equally defectuous, and leſs gay. 
ey  T'ne French have carried Tragedy to a ſtill 
Nt greater Perfe&tion. The Romans never had any 
| thing in that Kind which deſerved the Attention 
0 of Judges: Seueca's Tragedies are the Productions. 
1 of an Orator, rather than the Works of a Trage- 
_ | Bb 3 dian, 
5 * Miſantrope. i. e. Man-hater. f Les Femmes Savantes. i. ei 


The Women Philoſophers. t Le Tartufe. i.e, The Puritan, 
S Les Fachcux, i. e. Thelntruders, ** L'crole des Femmp.s &. eg 
ihe Women turn'd Tedagogues, | 


. — F- 
S 0 2 
Wy — 


— . — 


* 
—— 


— — 


— —— 


— 


= — * — — — — 
. : 2 — — d > Sn 4= Ca —- 
— . — . = — — — — 2 
— 2 < _ — — — — 2 wm * — = = — —— 
— 3 — —ä— mn rae <u » * — — — — — — — — — — —— 
1 — — — — — — —— k—k—d — "_ — — 2 . 
— bn a — — oy . ” —— — — 8 4 


— 


"1 
Ti 
ii. 
1 
1 
; 
+ if 
: $ © 
11 


280 Jewisn LETTERS. 
theſe new Authors, might have been improved ſo 
as to rival the Latin and the French: But ſome 
wretched Writers *, who ſucceeded to the for- 
mer, have reduced it to its primitive State: In 
molt of their Pieces, the regular Conduct, the Uni- 
formity of Characters, and the diſcreet Behaviour, 
are ſacrificed to the Pleaſure of making the Pit 
laugh with ſome trifling Jeſt, or whimſical Inci- 
dent, very remote from Probability. 

THe Italian Comedy has had ſtrange Ups and 
Downs at Paris; in the former Reign they were 
baniſh'd out of Frauce; the Boldneſs with which 
they publickly expoſed the Characters of Perſons 
of the higheſt Rank, was the Cauſe of their Dit- 
grace. Some Years thereafter, the Duke Regent 
re-call'd them from Exile, and order'd their Re- 
eſtabliſhment at Paris. The Puniſhment which the 
former Comedians had undergone, render'd the 
new ones more circumſpect, by leaving out what 
might touch particular Perſons, and reſtricting 
themſelves to what might be agreeable and enter- 
taining to the Publick. They had, in the French 
Comedians, dangerous Rivals, whoſe real Merit 
ought to have cclips'd the faint Luſtre of ther 
Stage, but that they leſſen'd the Defects by thei 
excellent Manner of acting. 

THE Greek Comedies and Tragedies are rivall'd 
by the Frezch ; if the modern Pieces are not ſupe- 
rior to the ancient, yet every learn'd Man, who 
is not influenc'd by Prejudice, muſt confeſs their 
quality; and I ſhould be even tempted to grant 
them the Preference in many Caſes. _ N 

| | NO 


priſe de L'amour. i. e. Love's Surpriſe, c. by Mr. Mavi v aus. 
Timon le Miſant rope. i. e. Timon the Miſanthropiſt, or Man- hate. 
Arlequin Sauvage, &c. i. e. Harlequin turn' d wild and unſocia- 
| ble, by de Lille, who died at Paris ſome Years ago; and not 
by the Phyſician at the Hague, as falſly reported. | 


* Romagnc/?, Lelio the Son, and others. 
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No Comedy-writer among the Latimes was ever 
poſſeſſed of ſo many Talents as Moliere. Terence 
wrote in a pure Stile, his Pictures come up to Na- 


ture, and his Repreſentations are ſo lively, that 


they ſtrike as if we really ſaw what flows from 


his Pen; an admirable Conduct is diſplay'd in his 


Pieces, but his Failing conſiſted in Want of Fire, 
Strength of Fancy, and Variety in his Characters: 
It five, of the fix Pieces which he has publiſhed, 
were loſt, we ſhould till have Terexce intire. In 
all his Comedies 'tis a cunning Rogue of a Valet, 
an amorous or debauch'd young Gentleman, or a 
covetous Father, c. When we have read his An- 
drien the Heart finds no new Inſtruction, in his 
other Pieces, the Mind is only diverted with the 
Fiction. 1 
PLAUTUS, ingenious, diverſify'd, and full of 


Variety in his Characters, fail'd in Stile; aud ſome- 


times, in his very beſt Pieces, degraded into low 
Wit, extremely offenſive to good Taſte. 

BUT where find we more Varicty, more Ex- 
cellence, more Juſtneſs in Pictures, more Neat- 
neſs, and Preciſion of Stile, than in Molliere's Mi- 
[nes * Les Femmes Savaates}, Le Tartujet 
Les Facheuæx , L'ecole des Femmes; I would 
place his good Pieces above the beſt of the Greek 
Performances, and the bad, which he made to 


Pleaſe the Mob, below the [zal:an Farces, being 


equally defectuous, and-leſs gay. 

THE French have carried Tragedy to a ſtill 
greater Perfection. The Romanus never had any 
thing in that Kind which deſerved the Attention 


of Judges: Senecas Tragedies are the Productions 


of an Orator, rather than the Works of a Trage- 
. din, 


Ni ſantrope. 1. e. Man-hater. f Les Femmes Savantes. i. es 
The Women Philoſophers. t Le Tartufe. i. e. The Puritan, 
Le, Fachcux. i. e. The Intruders. ** T'ccole des Femmes. & eg 
The Women turn'd Pedagogues, © 
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dian, he neither raiſes the Soul with the Sublime, 
nor affects the Heart with the Soft and Tender; 
none of his Paſlages are moving, nor Capable of 
inſpiring Terror, Fear, or Pity. 

THE Romans highly eſteem'd FVarius's Thieſtus, 
and Ovid's Medea, but Time has robb'd us of thoſe 
two Pieces, and, no Doubt, of many Beauties 
which they contain'd. None knew the Motions 
of the Heart better than Ovid, and none could 
better expreſs the Sentiments flowing from a vio- 
tent Paſſion; his Heroides bring unqueſtionable 
Proofs of his Skill in Tragedy, but there's no 
judging of the Goodneſs of a Work that exiſts, 
by putting it in the Scale with an other, of which 
we have no certain Knowledge. 

SOPHOCLES and Eurypides rais'd the Grecian 
Theatre to the higheſt Perfection, as Corneille and 
Racine did the Freuch; and to determine where the 
Preference amongſt theſe Authors ſtood, I believe 
it would be neceſſary to judge of the Athenian and 
Pariſian Taſte : Few Frenchmen, now-a-days, will 
allow of a Superiority in the Greek Stage over 
theirs ; and tho? this Sentiment be not ſo univerſal 
in other Nations, yet it has its Sticklers. 

I rake upon me to maintain that there's more 
Grandeur, Majeſty, and Excellency, in Corneille, 
than in Sophocles, tho' this laſt was endowed with 
a ſublime Genius, which deſerved the Admiration 
of all Men of Judgment, yet he was defective in 
the Variety of Characters, as well as in the Juſt- 
neſs of his Pictures. 

RACINE often join'd to the Grand and Sub- 
lime of Sophocles and Corneille, the Tender and 
Pathetick of Eurypides, and if he had any Fault, 
it was too much Regularity and Exactneſs; for 
_ Tome. trivial Defects would have ſet off certain 
fbiniog Paſſages which are leſs conſpicuous, being 
=E conſtantly 
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conſtantly ſurrounded with many beautiful Ex- 
preſſions. | 

Two Poets in our own Days are Succeſſors 
to the Fame of thoſe great Men, and if they have 
not altogether equall'd them, we mult at leaſt al- 
low that they have perfectly imitated them, and in 


their Imitation are become Originals. The one * 


alternately moves the Mind and Heart by Love, 
Pity, and Terror; and the otherf, an excellent 
Verſifier, of a daring Genius, and penetrafing Wit, 
has pav'd out a new Road for himſelf; ſome fa- 
vourable Circumſtances made him attempt embel- 
liſhing the Stage, by a Method which might indeed 
be look'd upon as new and extraordinary; ſuch 
is the Tragedy juſt now publiſh'd by him in three 
Acts, in which no Woman appears, and conſe— 
quently Love has no Share in the Piece. The Ex- 
cluſion of this Paſſion, which, whatever ſome Cri- 
ticks may pretend, is the Soul of the Theatre, and 


the ſureſt Means of reaching the Heart, has laid 


the Author under a Neceſſity of reducing his Play 
to three Acts, being very ſenſible that all the Po- 
licy and Grandeur of the Romans could not carry 
him to a Fifth, without falling into dry Declama- 
tion, which muſt render the Repreſentation dull 
and heavy. There's not a modern Piece where 
Love has not its Part, conſequently a Woman 
muſt aſſiſt in the Conduct of the Plot to its End, 
to prevent the Author's falling into cold Narra- 
tions, and Epiſods. As for the ancient Tragedies, 
in which Number may be rank'd Racine's Athalia 
and Eſther, the Interludes make amends for the 
Brevity of the Acts; and if ſome Plays of Exry- 
Pides and Sophocles were ated without ſuch ſepa- 
rate Entertainments, the Rehearſal would be over 
in half an Hour at moſt, therefore Interludes of 


inſtrumental 


crebillon. } Voltaire 


— 
== — : gs — 
— 8 pe 

_—_— OO 0 om A 


— —— — Gon — 
—— — — — ONO 


va 


284 Tewisn LETTERS. 
inſtrumental and vocal Muſick diſpens'd with the 
Extenſiveneſs required in modern T ragedies. 
THIS new Piece, which I mentioned, is inti- 
tled, The Death of Julius Cæſar. The Character 
of that Emperor agrees with the Idea which An- 
tiquity has tranſmitted down to us: He's ambiti- 


ous, eloquent, intrepid, a true Friend, and gene- 
rous. The Author, in five Lines, gives us a moſt 1 
exact Picture of him, the more artful and ingeni- 1 
ous in contriving it ſo, that Ceſar himſelf (ſpeal- 1 
ing to Anthony, who preſs'd him to puniſh ſome Se- 
nators ſuſpected of conſpiring againſt him) holds! 
the Pencil in his own Hand. EE f 
Fe les Aurois punis, ſi je les pouvois craindre: 5 
Ne we conſeille point de me faire hair, | 1 
Je ſear combattre, vaincre, & ne ſai point punir, : 
Alloas : &, wecontant, ni Soupgons, ni Vengeance, 
Sur L'univers ſoumis regnons ſans Violence. [ 
5 Thus paraphras'd: 5 
_ To puniſh Argues“ Cowardice and Dread, : 
Let neither enter into Cæſar's Head: : 
To fight, to conquer, is the Hero's Part, £ 
But ſtill *tis greater to attract the Heart: F 
Come, let our Doubts and Fears be drove away, * 
And let us rule the World with gentle Sway. j 

T EIS Picture is the more beautiful, and gives! 
the more Pleaſure, as it ſeems natural, and drawn 
from the Original ; ſince it's Ceſar, who, painting 
himſelf, diſplays his moſt ſecret Sentiments to his 
Confident. Such Sitnations are the happy Effects Þ 
of a delicate Fancy, for a Picture that traces the 
Action to its End, has a far better Effect, than a 


cold Deſcription of a Man's Virtues or Vices in 

the Mouth of another. 5 | 
YET, it muſt be own'd that Racine has ſuc- 

ceeded in the Deſcription which the Vizir Acomas 


gives of the Sultan Jrabim; the Brevity, Inne, 
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and the Situation of the Deſcriber, have rendered 
this a moſt compleat Paſſage. 


L'imbecille Ibrahim ſans craindre ſa naiſſance, 
Traine exemt de peril une eternelle Enfance. 
Indigne egalement de vivre, & de mourir, 

On Pabondoune aux Mains qui daignent le nourir *, 


Thus paraphras'd : 
From Danger free, in childiſh Sport and Play» 
The weak Ibrahim trifles Time away; 


Unfit for Life, and more unfit to die, 
On Nurſe's Boſom let the Fondling lie. 


1'p rather been the Author of theſe four Lines, 
than of all Sexeca's Tragedies; I ſcarce think it's 
poſſible to equal the Exactneſs and Juſtneſs in this 
Deſcription of the Tranquility of the Sultan's Bro- 
ther in the Seraglio ; but every body is not ſo hap- 


Py as Kaciue, and therefore 1 ſtill am of the Opi- 


nion, that in Tragedy, care ſhould be taken to 
make the Perſons whom we introduce draw their 
own Pictures; the Characters are more ſhining, 
and make a ſtronger Impreſſion upon our Imagi- 
natian ; but when this is not poſſible, we muſt en- 
deavour that our Deſcriptions be ſuccin&, and have 
nothing of the Declamatory in them. 
BRrUuUTUsS, Caſſius, Cimbrins, and the other Se- 


nators, who conſpired againſt Ceſar, are painted 


with too much Uniformity in the Scene where 
they ſpeak to Julius Ceſar. Methinks I ſee a 
Company of Deputies from the Country Villages 


harranguing the Governor of a Province on the 
Impoſſibility of paying the Land-Tax, and every 


one of them putting in a Word in his Turn, all 
which Lands in this: “ We have no Money,” 
and therefore the Koman Senators will have no 


King. 
THE 


* Racine's Bajaxet, Scene I, 
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THe Character of Anthony is extremely beanti- 
ful; he is ſuch as he ought to be, a zealous Friend 
of Caeſar's, an Enemy to Liberty, and below him 
to ſerve under any but ſo great a Maſter. See 
how he paints himſelf" in the following Lines, 
ſpeaking to Cæſar. 

Antoine, tu le ſpais, ne connvit point Penvie, 
Jai cheri, plus que toi, la Glorie de ta vie. 
Jai prepare la chaine ou tu mets les Romains, 
Content d'etre ſous toi le plus grand des hamiains; 
Plus fier de tattacher ce nouveau Diademe, 
Plus grand de te ſervir, que de regaer moi- mme. 

Thus paraphras'd: 

Anthony, thou know'ſt, courts no other Fame, 

But high to raiſe his Maſter's mighty Name; 

My Country I of Liberty bereave, 

And hug the Chains that make it Cæſar's Slave, 

Let me, ye Powers, ere Jam dead and gone, 

But ſee the Hero ſeated on a Throne, 

Then, then, l'm bleſt, and all my Work is done. 


TEE laſt Scene of this Piece is noble and magni- 
ficient: The ſublime Thoughts, and the lofty Ex- 
preſſions, are the more becoming, in that A-t#5021, 
tho? he's ſuppoſed to be under extreme Grief, 15 
harranguing the People againſt Cæſar's Murderers, 
and therefore theſe ſtudied Expreſſions, indecen! 
in a Man oppreſs'd with Grief, and condemn'd in 
Theramenes's Speech, are in the preſent Caſe vel) 
allowable, and produce a good Effect upon the 
Hearts of the Spectators. 

FAREWEL, my dear Iſaac, may Heaven grant 
thee Riches in abundance. 


Paris, M 
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LETTER XIII. 


AARON MONCECA 7 ISAAC ONIS. 


WAs Yeſterday conducted by a Friend to a 
| Convent of Nazarenve Monks, where I paſs'd a 
Part of the Day, and carefully examined their Con- 
duct and Monaſtick Life. I asked the Father, in 
whoſe Cell we were, how he diverted himſelf in 
his Retirement? I put up fervent Prayers to God, 
anſwered he, that I may ſoon be made Procurator 
or Superior, to have the Pleaſure of going now 
and then out of my Priſon, and, in the mean time, 
cat, drink, ſleep, and ling in the Choir. Theſe 
Occupations, ſaid I, can't be ſuppoſed to fill up 
the whole of your” Time. I have none other, re- 
plied he, and don't remember that, for ten Years I 
have been in this Place, I ever did any thing elſe. 
While we were talking a little Bell began to ring, 
and our Monk told us that it was a Summons for 
him to repair to the Refectory, begging to be ex- 
cuſed for a few Minutes Abſence. My Friend, 


who, from a long Acquaintance, could uſe Free- 


dom with him, ask'd why he did not wait for the 
lecond Table? I could lay a Wager, continued 
he, that this Evening you have double Allowance. 
You're in the Right, ſaid the Monk, To-day we 


live on the Bounty of a rich Partiſan, who regu- 


larly once a Week regales the whole Convent; 


23 he's the Reverend Father-Guardian's Penitent, and 


does things very handſomely. It were better, replied 
my Friend, that his Confeſſor, your Superior, or- 
| dered 
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288 Tewrsn LETTERS: 
dered him to retrench your Allowance, and to rob 
the Publick leſs, for Mr. D**** paſſes for a great 
Rogue. As our Converſation was not qt all edi- 
fying to the Monk, who wanted to guttle, he made 
us a low Bow, went out, and return'd in half an 
Hour, with Gaiety in his Looks. Brother Man- 
rice, ſaid he, on entering, has done Wonders To- 


day; what a delicious Piece of Veal, and how 


nicely dreſs'd ; ſhould the Convent loſe him, ſuch 


a Loſs muſt be irreparable; I would willingly 


give the firſt ten Crowns that I ſhall put aſide when 


I'm Procurator, that he were ten Years younger. 


I asked if he would fare as well To-morrow? Yes, 
anſwered he, a Widow dines us twice every Month, 
To-morrow is her Day, and ſhe has already ſent 
us Plenty of good things. You're very happy, 
ſaid I, to have Victuals and Lodging at free Colt, 
and that by a Quarter of an Hour's Singing, you 
can gain fifteen Days Subſiſtence. 

You little know, replied he, the Monaſtick 
Lite, and the unhappy State of thoſe who have 
embraced it; the Fate of a Slave in Tyrky is leſs 
melancholly and leſs tireſome; he may, in the 
Midſt of his Slavery, lay up Money, and is not 
deprived of the Hopes of ſeeing it at an End; but a 
Monk is condemn'd to eternal Captivity, ſo much 
the more cruel, in that he's ſubjected to Matters 
more barbarous than the moſt rugged Patrons 0i 
Morocco or Sallee. Is there any thing ſo grievous 
as to be under the Power of a Man, who, dil- 
guſted with his own State, revenges himſelf on 
others for his unhappy Situation, and makes them 


anſwerable for his Misfortunes ? This is ſo ſtrange 


a Picture, Father, ſaid I, of your State, that I'm 
ſurpriſed ſo many put themſelves into religious 
Orders, and that your Convents are ſo crowded. 
Inconſiderateneſs and Youth, anſwered he, are the 
Source and Nurſery of Friars; we may look upon 

| a young 
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b BF: ayoung Monk as a Boy, who, at the Age of four- 
it ® * teen or fifteen, is forced to take on Vows that 
i- be ſhall, confin'd within the Walls of a Monaſte- 
le try, torment himſelf with all Sort of Paſſions ; for 
n | * being fantaſtically dreſs'd, for having the Head 
i- | | ſhav'd, and going bare-tooted, we are no leſs Men. 
)- | | Notwithſtanding Monkiſh Education, and the Pre- 
w judices imbib'd in a Cloyſter, Reaſon, ſooner or 
h latter, throws up the Curtain, and ſhews us Things 
in their true Colours; and we ſee at thirty, the 
en . Folly we were guilty of at fifteen. The Impoſ- 
r. fibility of Reparation plunges into Exceſs of Grief, 
Ss, © | which in the Event is converted into Hypocriſy 
th, and Debauchery. Man, born to be free, can't 
nt always bear Slavery, but muſt, ſooner'or latter, 
y, | + attempt to throw off the Yoke. You are leſs hap- 
it, # 2 py, ſaid I, than I could have imagined, and I plainly 
ou Þ 23 ſee that there's nothing calm in your State but the 
Exterior. Were you fully acquainted with it, re- 
ck Þ # plied he, you would find it clogg'd with man 
we more Hardſhips ; 'tis true, our Lite is nothing elſe 
cls ] but moving in a conſtant Round of Sloth and Na- 
the ſtineſs, in which a brute Beaſt might be perfectly 
not happy: Could we be un- mann'd, and not liable to 
ta Paſſions, nothing could be more commodious than 
ich to eat, drink, and ſleep; for as to the pretended 
ers Auſterities, for which we ſo much value ourſelves, 
of FE they are Things which Uſe makes eaſy : We ac- 
dus cultom ourſelves to have our Feet and Legs bare, 
dil» as well as our Face and Hands; eight Days re- 
on {2 concile us to the Want of Linen, and there's not 


is not as eaſy in his coarſe Habit, as a Beau in his 


we have the Sentiments of rational Creatures, 
we can ever bring ourſelves to that ſervile Obedi- 
23 ence which places us in the Rank of Beaſts, which 
denies us the Privilege of Thought, and makes it 

| C | a heinous 


a Monk who, three Mouths atter his Reception, 


fine lac'd Cloaths: But it's impoſſible, ſo long as 
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a henious Crime to hearken to Reaſon ſeeking to 
enlighten ns. 

THIS Monk would have proceeded in the De- 
ſcription of his Situation, but that the ſame little 
Bell, which called him ſometime before to Supper, 
began to toll.“ This, ſays he, is the Warning 
“ for Retreat, and whatever ReluQancy I may 
« have to part with ſo good Company, I mutt 
« put this Hardfhip upon myſelf, and directly go 
4% to Bed; the Guardian will make his Rounds in 
« Halt an Hour, and as he bears me an III-will, 
„% would be glad of any Pretext to put me to ſhort 
« Allowance for eight Days.” The Thoughts 
of ſuch a Puniſhment ſo frighten'd our Monk, that 
he drew his Cowl over his Face, and went off 
without bidding us good Night, 

Or all the Nazarene Extravagancies, nothing 
appears ſo ridiculous to me as that immenſe Mul- 
titude of People, who, at the ſame time that they 
z te tormented themſelves with their Confinement 
in Cloiſters, are a Plague upon the Publick : The 
molt diſpicable State is that from which ariſes the 
leaſt Utility to Society, but that which is pernici- 
ous and hurtful to it ought to be in Horror wit! 
all Men of Senſe. Of what Service can a hundred 
thouſand lazy idle Fellows be to France, who can 
neither cultivate Arts nor Sciences, nor ſtand up 
for the Defence of the Kingdom? 

TRE bigotted Nazarenes pretend that there muſt 
be People in a Country who conſtantly pray for 
thoſe who are not capable of doing it for them- 
ſelves; they have great Faith in the Pſalms ſung 
by the Monks, and look upon them as a thing 


to God conſiſt in the Purity of the Heart : Would 


they but throw their Eyes on certain Na L. 
bs | Countties, 


on which depends the Preſervation, and perhaps 8 
the Salvation of the State. Ignorants! who know 
not that the moſt acceptable Praiſes they can offer * 8 
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Countries, from whence Monks are intirely ba- 
niſhed, they might be eaſily cured of their Prejudi- 
ces; they would find that God, far from being 
offended at the Proſctiption of ſuch Idlers, had 
beſtowed on thoſe Kingdoms Plenty and Wealth. 


Conſider only, my dear Iſaac, how many Child- 


ren would ſpring from this Crowd of Monks, if 


1 one was a Shoemaker, another a Taylor, a third a 
{ Z Barber, and ſo forth: The fame Decree that abo- 
2 liſhed them, wouldallo open the Priſons ofa Num- 


ber of Girls; and in fifteen Years we ſhould lee 
a Third more People in the Kingdom then now. 


: The French, who make uſe of their Reaſon, ſee 
= plainly the Abuſe of Convents and Monaſteries; 


but they look upon't as an ancient Error, conſe- 
crated under the Veil of Religion, ſupported by 


3 the Superſtitious, and protected by the Sovereign 


Pontife. The different Monkiſh Orders are ſo 
many different Regiments under his Command, 
and which he garriſons in the different Countries 


N that are of his Faith. By the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
Z Troops, who have their different Liveries, Collo- 
nels, Captains, and even their different Colours “, he 


has often made the Thrones of the moſt powerful 
Monarchs ſhake, and plung'd a Dagger in their 
Breaſts, in the Midſt of their Courts and Armies. 

Tre Dutch and Engliſp have not been able to 
get the Monks entirely baniſhed out of their Coun- 


| tries, but they have commanded them not to ap- 


pear in their Regimentals, ſo that they are cloathed 
like other Men. In the Permiſſion which the two 


States have granted to the Sovereign Pontite's Sol- 


diers, the Grenadiers f are excepted, bold daring 
People, and ready to undertake any thing that may 
contribute to the Succeſs of their Defigns; they 
look down upon the other Monks with Contempt, 
and pretend to be none of their Corps: They are 


Ge 2 a 


The Banners, f The Jeſuits, 
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not however ſimple Eceleſiaſticks; and it's as dif 
fi cult to define their Order, as to unravel their Po- 
liticks: They're as learn'd as the other Religious 
are ignorant, weak Friends, irreconcilable Ene- 
mies, rigid in their Morals, and not irregular in 
their Lives, whatever their Adverſaries may ſay to 
the contrary ; but relax and complaiſant to Exceſs 
with their Penitents; their Morals are owing to 
their Politicks, and their regular Behaviour to the 
good Order and Diſcipline, which their Superiors 
make them obſerve; they're courteous, meek, hum- 
ble, in particular ; proud, haughty, dangerous, de- 
ceitful, flanderous, ambitious, beyond Exprefli- 
on, in general; no Dangers can daunt their Cou- 
rage, and we ſee them daily making Incurſions 
into the remoteſt Nations to ſet up the Nazarene 
Standard. The Sovereign Pontife has in them a 
{teddy Prop, not to be ſhaken; and when there's 
any thing grand to be undertaken, he addreſſes 
himſelf to them, which is the Reaſon that they're 
often ſuſpected to be the Authors of Things in 
which they had no Part; they're uſeful to Society 
by the Care they.take in the Education of Youth 
committed to their Charge: They have the Cha- 
racter of being Enemies to the Fair Sex, and in 
this are very different from another Corps *, who 
are reckoned the Heroes of Monachal Gallantry: 
One of them was, ſome Days ago, catch'd with 
a ſighing Siſter, whom he had introduced into the 
Convent in Man's Apparel. This Affair made 4 
Noiſe at firſt, but the Monks endeavoured to ſtifle 
it, by aſſerting the Fact to be falſe and caluminous: 
THE Frenchman who told me this Story, faid 
jeſtingly,“ It would be an Advantage to the Nation 
« that the Monks play'd oftner ſuch Pranks, be- 
« cauſe, added he, they would much increaſe the 
% Number of People, and conſequently: berg 
2 7 TE 7. "0: get 
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d yſeful to the State.” «© Heaven forbid, ſaid 
another, that ſuch a pernicious Breed ſhould come 


« to multiply in this Kingdom, for we might lay 
« our Account to ſee the third Generation a Par- 


] « cel of Monſters ; the Father a Lazy-bones, the 


« Son a beggarly Brat, what mult the Grand- 
& child be?” Such Diſcourſe ſhews how little 


certain Nazarenes eſteem the Monks and Monke- 


TAKE care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac, and 
may Heaven protect and proſper thee in thy worldly 


Concerns. 
e XIII. 
Paris, 


ICC IND INC IN I IT TILE 


DES EDN ASYEONEEN EL EDN S 


LETTER XLII. 


AARON MoNCECA o ISAAac Onis. 


Qy METIME ago“, my dear [ſaac, I wrote thee 


my Thoughts of that Opinion which damns 
all thoſe who have not the good Fortune to be 
born Fews. I owned that I could not comply 
with the Sentence of Damnation pronounced a= 
ainſt an infinite Number of honeſt People, who, 
in their Religion, have followed the ſtricteſt mo- 
ral Precepts, and obey'd the internal Legiſlator, 
that is, the Dictates of their Conſcience, and the 


Light of Nature: I tounded my Opinion on the 


Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, to which the eter- 
nal Miſery of innocent Creatures is directly con- 
trary. I muſt now frankly tell thee that, on the 
lame divine Goodneſs and Juſtice, I'm tempted 
is eſtabliſh a ſecond Principle, viz. that the Tor- 

Se 3 ments 
Letter XXXVI. 
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ments of the Damn'd will not be eternal, and 
that, after a certain limited Time, the Souls con- 
demn'd to ſuffer, will, by the Pains they have en- 
dured, be purged and cleanſed of all their Stains, 

H o w can it be conceived that God condemns 
Millions of Creatures to eternal Miſery? For, 
ſuppoſing that Man, who was left to the Free- 
dom of his Will, as to Good and Evil, had pro- 
vok'd the Godhead to puniſh him eternally, and 
that Juſtice being an Attribute as eſſential to the 
Supreme Being, as Goodneſs, this eternal Puniſh- 
ment of the Damned is a juſt Puniſhment, the 
Difficulty in queſtion ſtill ſubſiſts, becauſe God 
having it in his Power to purge Mens Faults by 
momentary Puniſhments, *tis to be preſumed that 
this muſt be his Choice; the Idea which I have 
of Clemency (an Idea that can't deceive me, being 
contormable to the Light of Nature, and pro- 
ceeding from God) ſhews me evidently that when 
there's a Poſſibility of ending the Torments which 
a Creature ſuffers, *tis unjuſt to prolong them 
_ eternally, without a juſt and reaſonable Cauſe. I 
would ask the Fewifh, Nazarene, and Mahometan 
Doctors, equally peremptor on eternal Puniſh: 
ments, it God could not, if he would, contrive 
it 10, that the Pains, which Souls ſuffer after the 
Diſſolution of Bodies, ſhould purify and render 
them worthy of the beatifical Viſion? There's no 
Divine, I fancy, of any Religion, that dares t0 
aſſert the Almighty's Incapacity of waſhing away 
the Spots of Sin, let them be ever ſo black: If ſuch 
a Man there be, we're to look upon him as an 
Atheiſt, who limits the Power of God, and con- 
ſequently debaſes him; or as a Simpleton, who 
his not the leaſt Notion, not only of Philoſophy, 
but even of the general Ideas of Order. Let me 
again ask the Divines, if (when we ſee a Man 
ſuflecing Puniſhment that he has deſerved, which 
5 1 neverthelcls 
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nevertheleſs does not render him virtuous, and that 


it's in our Power to leſſen it, and thereby reſtore 
bim to his Innocence, and make him hate Vice) 
wie ought not to follow the DiCtates of Clemency? | 
to be ſure a Man, who is not depriv'd of Reaſon, 
can be at no Loſs to chuſe: Now, as God is 
2 Maſter to terminate the Pains of the Damned, and 
ds he can render theſe Pains uſeful and profitable, 
Why would we have him to render them eternal 
and unprofitable; and that having it in his Power 
to do Good, he ſhould do Evil? Is it not abſurd 

to maintain, and to believe that ſupreme Jultice is 
capable of Injuſtice? 


Bou r ſome may ſay, . You judge of the Attri- 


„ butes of an infinite Being by thoſe of a finite: 
„ You pretend to ſearch into the Clemency of 
„God, of which you cannot poſlibly conceive 
„ the leaſt Idea.” This Objection is falſe, and 

may be call'd the Baſis which ſupports all the 

= Scholaſtick Abſurdities; for I allow that its above 
my Power to form a full and perfect Idea of the 

divine Mercy, but that which | have is not falſe 
and deceitful, in what it teaches me; becauſe it is 

= contormable to Reaſon, which cannot deceive me, 
being the only Light which Heaven has beſtowed 
to direct me. If the molt juſt and equitable Things 
in the Opinion of Men are Injuſtices with God, 
there's nothing certain; all is turn'd topſy-turvy. 
What we think Virtue, may be Vice; we ſhall 
have no Notion ſuitable to the Attributes of the 
Supreme Being, and we muſt be forced to ac— 
knowledge that we have no Idea of it correſpond- 
ing with thoſe which. the Light of Nature fur- 
 Fnithes; for if it be allow'd that the Ideas which I 
2 have of Goodneſs and Clemency can be aſcribed 
to the divine Goodneſs and Clemency, I draw this 
evident Concluſion, that what is repugnant to 
thele Ideas, can find no Place in the Attributes of 


| God. 
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God. Now I'm fully convinc'd that it's contrary 
to inviſible Wiſdom to infli& eternal and unpro- 
fitable Torments, when they may be rendered 
ſhort and uſeful : It neceſſarily follows then that 
God being capable of rendering the Pains of the 
Damned uſeful and momentary, would not have 
made them eternal and uſeleſs, becauſe, being ſo- 
vereignly wiſe, Wildam muſt conſtantly attend 
all his Actions. nets 

OUR ſacred Books, my dear Iſaac, aſſure us 
in many Places that God is eaſily intreated, and 
that he does not puniſh for ever *; why then ſhoutd 
we attribute a Cruelty to him directly contrary to 
his Eſſence? if ſome Expreſſions, which we find 
in Scripture, feem to favour the Opinion of eter- 
nal Damnation, tis becauſe we miltake the Mean- 
ing, and make a wrong Interpretation. Into what 
Abſurdities ſhould we not run, were we to explain, 
Word by Word, all the Paſſages of the Bible? 

THE Nazarene Doctors, who eſtabliſhed the 
Opinion of eternal Puniſhments. on the expreſs 


Terms of their ſacred Books, have no better Foun- 


dation than our Rabbies : They agree that certain 
Expreflions are not to be taken in their literal Senle. 
Why don't they then interpret theſe Words, © Eter- 
©« nal Fire, infinite Torments,”” ſo as not to cla 
with our Ideas of divine Mercy? Their Anſwer 
to this is, that the Juſtice of God being an Attri 
bute as eſſential as his Mercy, it requires the Pu- 


niſhment of Crimes: But this is another Evaſion, 


for as momentary Puniſhment is ſufficient to ſi 
tisfy Jultice, eternal ought not to be required 
Here the Queſtion returns again to know if God 
could not have ordered it ſo that the moſt enol- 
mous Sins might have been expiated by tranſitot) 
Torments? Without Doubt he could have done 
it, being omnipotent: "Therefore he en, - 
5 : 
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done it, becauſe he always does what is beſt, moſt 
charitable, moſt clement, moſt merciful ; and that 
it is more agreeable to his Clemency and Mercy 
to impoſe tranſitory Puniſhment than eternal. 
A DiFFICULTyY may be here ſtarted, which 
favours the rigid Divines ; *tis that of the future 
State of Demons: If the Sufferings of the Damned 
be tranſitory, the Devils muſt of courſe be in the 
2 ſame Caſe: This at firſt ſeems to contradict our 
* moſt common Notions; but ſhould we reflect a 
little upon it, and diveſt ourſelves of Prejudices, 
the Illuſion ſoon vaniſhes away, and we find no- 
thing impoſſible, nay even contrary to Reaſon, in 
limiting the Torments of Demons; beſides, we 
are ignorant of the Nature of thoſe Spirits; nor 
do we know if they are ſuch Enemies to Man as 
is pretended; Who can even aſſure us that they 
are not forced to do us Harm, and that God does 
not make uſe of them as an Inſtrument to puniſh 
Vice? In this Caſe, the Evils they commit are 
not to be imputed to them, ſince the Angels them- 
ſelves have ſometimes been the Miniſters of God's 
Wrath: A Demon who acts by divine Order, is 
not more culpable than the deſtroying Angel, and 
z conſequently he's only puniſhable for his firſt Fault; 
why impoſſible that God will pardon it ſome time 
or other, and that it may be effaced by Puniſhment 
and Repentance? It would be fooliſh, on the Faith 
of Stories handed about by Nazarene Monks, and 
recorded in the Hiſtory of Conjurations, to aſlert 
that the Demons blaſpheme God! It may be ſup- 
poſed that they, as well as the Damned, act very 
differently, and that both being Spirits, diſengaged 
from Bodies, and under no ſenſual Influences, 
they muſt know that the Wrath of God, be it ever 
ſo great, can be appeaſed by a ſincere Repentance; 
and no doubt but that they make the proper Uſe 
of their Knowledge. The Fury mentioned in the 


Nazareue 


3 


Ll 7 
NN . 
491} 1 
U 
/ 18] 
1. ii 9317 
} 029 
. ti? 
ne 
10 ; 
1 10 
' l 14 
v : 
e 
i : : 
T : 
11188, | 
'iþ 1 
111 
{Hoh bs * F 
l fit 
; : l 
t 48 ; 
| 7 . 
III. 1 
45; 5 1 
i ' 138 
Falk i: 
WS 7 
1 
' 7 „ * 
| nyt F: 
b 45" , ; 
[ : y 
! j : 
1 a0 | i 
/ 4 fs 
eh |! ' 
14470 : 
S'' | 
þ Wit TE ; 
I | 
|! ; 
b 
s BY # © 
1 " 3; 
1 
1.10108 + 
wah : 114 
aft ©f + 44 
wi 4 j} „ 
Fr; 
| ' 14 
* : 7 
el : 79; 
4 '1 5 
i 1 1 
ie 
7 4 : 1 
1 
: 
: 
371 14 
1 $10 
M 
1 1 
een 
4 47 | 
"M1! 13 
© : : 
W 1 
94 
AM * 1 14 
l : ; 
F * 1 
H it 
: 1 
$775 
' z 1 
[TH it? {4 
i i : 
: * 
14145 ; 
' I: BRAT 
14 171 
' 6 it e 
iy : 3 
: Vi 
; 
1 1 
15 + ! 
| : | U . 
436 4 
+ 7% iT 
i L 1H $32 
1 $3. 
: | 
, "nyt 7 
14 19] 
un 141 
1 11 
4-38; 11 
1 
Te 
ö n i; 
1 x 
BE; / 
' NE 
1 mi A 
Din 
} 1 14 
t + : 
! 54 17 
U 10 q 
Wt 36: 
1 
6 l 
' | {1 ö 
inne 
i : 
_ 
HH 
N Ine 
þ 14 14 ä 
# 2 
88413 
"$4388 
7 
v.45 : 
"+ 
| 14 : a 
. * ;# 1 
7 et 
1 pt. 
3 35 
' » 17 1 
[ _ 
1 
— 
1 1 
4 1 
1 
FF : 
j T7 
14 
HE 6 
N if 
FF ; 4 
__ | 1 
ly i : 2 - 
$314 8 
þ v4! 24444 
: 
1714 4 
19 K. 
Di 
1 
8 ot : 
1 
1 [4 865 N 
1 1 
I 
N 
ma it: | 
19 
{ „ 17 
1 
4. 7 
+ 170 
| - 
. 
U * 
1 
N 
114 
b = * ; 
©. x 
* 
* 
1 
19 
wo” 
. 1 
187 
44 


—B— — 


— 


2 * — — 
, 8 = 
Y RAS Sor 


— —— 
3 — —œ 


—_— — — 
2 > VEN = — ol 2 
— — —-— — — = — 
. DEERE TEST 3 


CF ME Yi 
— cad 8 
— — * 
% — - 6 * 
3 — L 
2 — 
4 
— 


— — 


of the beatifical Viſion: Tis true, the Nazarey: 


| thoſe in whom the Evil out-weighs the Good. Þ b 
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Nazarene Books, is the Vexation that torments 
the Damned for having offended God; their An- 
pul is a Homage render'd, which ſerves as 2 

reparation to their future State, purges their 
Crimes, cleanſes their Filth, and renders them 
worthy, at God's appointed Time, to participate 
of his Mercy. 

A PURGATORY which fome Religions ad- 
mit of, is a Proof that there have been Men who 
thought a guilty Soul might be rendered worthy 


Papiſts have publiſhed ſo many abſurd things on 
the Subject of that expiatory Place, that their Ad- 
verſaries have juſtly taxed them with impoſing on 
the Credulous by Fables, the meer Inventions of 
avaricious Prieſts; but had they only admitted of 
a Place to which generally the Souls go ater 
Death, there to remain till they were purified, | 
could not but have approved of ſuch an Opinion; 
becauſe, in the firſt Place, the not admitting of 
eternal Puniſhment ſeems perfectly to correſpond 
with the Ideas which the Light of Nature gives 
us of divine Clemency; and, fecondly, becauſe 
by ranging all the Souls, after the Separation from 
the Body, into two Ranks, the one of Happinels, Þ 
the other of Perdition, is no more nor leſs than! 
to aſſert, that at Death ſome of them are perfeCtly þ 
pure, and others of them totally corrupted, athing 
viſibly and evidently falſe ; and therefore the Cle- 
mency of God requires, that, to favour the Fel-? 
city of Souls, there ſhould be a Means to purge Þ 7 
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Now, by admitting a general Place of Rendel- “ 
vous, in which they may be purged of their Crimes, 
we aboliſh the Purgatory of the Papiſts (a middle 
Place betwixt Heaven and Hell, invented by de- 
Ggning Monks) and obviate the Difficulties wu T 
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| Syſtem of thoſe who allow only of the two Claſſes 


in the Life to come. EY : 
THE Doctors, who maintain the Eternity of 


'Z Puniſhment, object that the Opinion which makes 
it temporary, encourages Remiſſneſs, and autho- 
riſes Crimes. The Moment you perſuade Peo- 
„ ple, ſay they, that the greateſt Crimes ſhall, at 
e 


laſt, be pardoned, you open a Barrier to Li- 


2 « centiouſneſs of Manners, to Diſhoneſty, Mur- 
2 ders, Maſlacres, c.“ Since our Torments, 
will the Wicked think, ſhall not be everlaſting, 
let us wallow in earthly Pleaſures to compen- 
„. ſate the tranſitory Evils which we are to ſuffer 

= © in the other World; let them be ever ſo ſevere, 

they ought not to terrify us, ſince we are aſſured 


&« that they will end in eternal Happineſs.” „ The 


Difference, continue the Divines, betwixt the 
„ Virtuous and the Wicked is ſo ſmall, that it 
= © makes but a weak Impreſſion on the latter; for, 
in ſuppoſing thirty thouſand Years Puniſhment, 
what is that compared to an immenſe Eternity? 
sa Drop of Water in the Ocean repreſents but 
(„ weakly the Difference betwixt that unhappy 
Time, and an Eternity of Bliſs.” 


THro? 'tis certain, my dear Iſaac, that theſe Rea- 


= ſons have a favourable Aſpect, yet, upon a nearer 
Examination, they loſe their Force, and we per- 


ceive that what is glaring, is not always ſolid. 


The more the Puniſhment, with which Men are 
I threatned, is conformable to their Ideas, the greater 
2 Impreflion it makes on their Minds; conſequently, 
eternal Puniſhments being not only contrary to 
the Goodneſs of God, but even to the Notions 
3 of the moſt ſimple Men, the greateſt Part of the 
Profligate, the Deboſhees, and Free-thinkers, to- 
Xx tally reject the Belief of Hell, becauſe they ſee no 


Proportion betwixt tranſitory Faults and eternal 
Puniſhments; and, Religion not dunn ay 
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Idea, by which ſuch a Diſproportion can be al. 
lowed, they give into extravagant Exceſſes, and 
reject even momentary Puniſhment after Death; 
daily Experience ſhews the Truth of this, again(} 
which no Philoſophical Diſcourſes can prevail, 
Don't we ſee vait Numbers of rude unpoliſhed 
People, whom Learning has.not taught to deſpiſe 
Hell, extremely indifferent about it, and this in- 
tirely owing to a faint Belief of its Exittence ? 
*I'is an Error to imagine that Men, perſuaded 
of the Reality of Puniſhments limited as to Du— 
ration, but extremely pinching and rigorous while 
they continue, will not endeavour to avoid them; 
as they're convinced of their Reality, and that it 
has nothing in it contrary to their Notions, it 
muſt neceſſarily affect them, We have only but 
to take a View of the Charities which Nazareze;, 
of many different Sects, give to their Prieſts, of 
their Faſts, and Pilgrimages, c. to be perfect! 
convinced of the Influence which tranſitory Tor— 
ments have on the Minds of the moſt abandon'd 
Wretches. Let us but throw our Eyes on what 
paſſes at Rome in the Time of a Jubilee, or Ple- 
nary Indulgence; there's few of the Italian Ban- 
ditos, or Robbers, who don't endeayour tc gain 
two or three thouſand Years Indulgencies ; the) 
have no Thoughts of Hell, their whole Care 15 
to get ſoon out of Purgatory. 
I SHALL end my Letter, my dear Iſaac, wit! 
this Reflection, that when the Affair of future Pu- 
niſhments is ſettled, ſo as to be agreeable to the 
general Notions of Mankind, all Men will ne— 
ceſſarily come into it, and conſequently thei! 
Fears will become uſeful to the Good of Societ), 
the Atheiſt, the Deboſhee, and the Free-thinie!, 
will have no Pretext to diſpute the Belief of! 
Thing which the Light of Nature teaches , 0! 


dare they flatter themſelves that their Crimes vl 
_ 7", 
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remain_unpuniſh'd ; they can no longer ſay, © The 
&« Pains with which you threaten us are contrary 
© to the Goodneſs of God: We have no Notion 
« that a Fault, be it ever ſo great, can never be 
&« expiated: Hell, of which you aſſure us the Ex- 
« iſtence, is repugnant to our Notions.” Struck 
with the Truth of an Opinion agreeable to the 
Ideas of Order, they muſt be convinced that their 
Crimes will be rigorouſly puniſh'd, and that the 
Puniſhments will be proportioned to the Faults ; 


„tis then, and only then, to avoid this momentary 


Hell, they'll follow the Example of the Nazarene 
Greeks and Romans to get rid of Purgatory ; and 
may add, that they will be the more affected, 
In that they'll truly believe its Exiſtence. 
FAREWE L, my dear {ſaac, endeavour to live 


content and happy, and don't let me long to hear 
from thee. 


Pay; KHER 
Paris, 


2: SCIDOCDDOEZCOCRNOCDINEDOIEDO th 
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LB TT ER XEIY, 
ISAAC Onis ro AARON MONCECA. 


CONE unexpected Buſineſs is the Reaſon of 
my not anſwering thy Letters before now, 
and J hope, upon that Account thou'lt excuſe my 
Silence. We have had an Aſſembly of a conſi— 
derable Number of Kabbius and Caraites *, to en- 

9 deavour 


* Caraites, a Jewiſh Sect oppoſite to the Nabl inis, that's to 
ſay, to thoſe who adhere to the Tal/myd. The Word Cara 
ugnifies a Man profoundly vers'd in Holy Scripture; 'tis for 


| $ *kis Reaſon that they, who found their Faith upon the Bible 


only, call themſelves caraites. 
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deavour a Reconciliation of Opinions, but, after 
having long and vainly diſputed, the Aflembly 
broke up, without either Side's yielding to the 
Other. : | 

I coNFESS, my dear Monceca, that theſe Con- 
terences have open'd my Eyes, and that I plainly 
fee the Caraites have the better of us: I did what 
I could to perſuade my Brethren to abandon cer- 
tain Opinions, but they ſtood ſtiffly on the Vali— 
dity and Veracity of the Talmud“. I bluſid 


when the Caraites demanded if it could be reafon- 


ably requir'd of them to believe, . That God is 
„ forced to roar like a Lion thrice every Night; 
« the firſt, when the Aſs brays ; the ſecond, when 


« the Dogs bark; and the third, when the Child' 


« ſucks, and the Wife reads her Husband a Cur- 
& tain- Lecture? Then God ſays, Woe's me, I 
„ have deſtroy'd my Houſe, burnt my Temple, 
« and led my Children into Captivity f. Here's 
© a Pattern of that Confeſſion of Faith that you 
« would have us to ſign in receiving the ridicu- 
« lous Errors of the Talmud, but we plainly fee 
& that they who have ſuch Ideas of God, can nei- 
& ther ſerve nor adore him. What Honour de- 
ci ſerves a Being ſubject to all ſort of Weaknelies; 
„ obliged to roar, and to turn furious; under tie 
« Influence of all ſort of Paſſions, liable to Ha- 
„ tred, Deſpair, and Repentance; of but an 1n- 
« different Underſtanding, in not having foreſeen 
© that, by abandoning his People, he committed 
« a Fault which he would long repent of?“ 

> THE great Number of Fews who. believ'd the 


Talmud and Rebbiniſtick Opinions, had no Influ— 


ence on the Caraites: © We have no other \Wri- 
ce tings, 


» ' N | » % : 1 

X A Book in ſeven Volumes in Folio, containing the Bo'y 

of the Ferwi/b Law, eſpecially the ceremonious Patt, compoſed 
by theic Kabbies, and of great Authority among them, 


1 Heiden de origine erroris, Pag. 255. 
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« tings, ſaid they, on which we found our Faith, 
« but the twenty-four Books of the Ble *; you 
« agree with us, that they have been compoled 
« by Perſons on whom God had breath'd his Spt- 


brit; we therefore reject all human Traditions 


e that are contrary to them; what can the Opi- 
« nions of Men do again{t the Orders of God? 
« he's neither ſubject to Change, nor to Pailions, 
« and were he ſuch as your Talmud would make 
ce him, the Creator would be more contemptible, 
« and more to be pitied, than the Creature.“ 

I CAN'T conceive, my dear AMozceca, how my 
Brethren give into a Number of Ideas lo little 
azreeable to that which we ougit to have of the 
Almighty; that Medley of Chimeras and Super- 
ſtitions which we have added to the written Law 
altoniſh a Man of Senſe, and give him a Ditgutt 
at certain Ceremonies, which would be more rea- 
ſonable, were they leſs numerous: Superſtitions 
are to Religions, what the young Shoots are to 
Trees, they ſuck the Juice, deptive the Prunk of 
Sap, and render the I'ree barren. In the different 
Religions that fill the Univerſe, it is eaſily per- 
ceived that thoſe which are moſt loaded with ſu— 
perſtitious Ceremonies, are the leait practis'd in 
their Eſſentials. A Few will break ſome one or 


Other of God's Commandments ten times in a 


Day, without perceiving it ; his whole Attention 
ſeems to be confin'd to obſerving the Ceremonies 


and Cuſtoms of the Sabbath: Such there be who 


would rob and commit Adultery, but would by 
no means cut their Bread with a Knite belonging 
3 5 0 


* The Anthor of the Caraite Commentary, called Aaron, 
Son to Foſeph (who lived towards the End of the XIIlch Cen- 


tuty, and whoſe Work is preſerved in MSS. in the Library of 


the Peres de POratoire a Paris, i. e. The Fathers of the Oratory 
at Paris, to which it was brought from Con/tantinop!ls) approves 
of all the Books of the 55e contained iu the Few:h Canon, 


7 and reckons them twenty-four in Number, as the other Fews, 
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to a Nazarexe: If ſuch Cuſtoms were commanded 
by the Law, let them be ever fo ridiculous, they 
might be maintain'd, but as they have no other 
Foundation but the chimerical Viſions of ſome of 
our Seniors, I muſt join Iſſue with thoſe who, 
making Uſe of the Reaſon which God has be- 
flowed on them for their Conduct, reject every 
'Thing that is not expreſly commanded in our holy 
Books, and ſince thou'rt a Friend, to whoſe Dil: 
cretion I can ſafely truſt my molt ſecret Thoughts, 
I tell thee plainly, that 'm reſolved to change 
Sides, 1. e. to abandon Kabbiniſin, and liſt mylelf 
Caraite: My Change, I know, will make a Noiſe, 
and raiſe Murmurings in our Synagogues ; ſuch 
a Step in an ancient Rabby, will open the Eyes 
of many, and may be attended with dangerous 
_ Conſequences ; but no human Intereſts ought to 
be put in the Ballance with Truth, when we per- 
ceive it. To accompliſh this grand Deſigu with 
the leaſt Noiſe that's poſſible, I have already no- 
tify'd my Intentions of going into Egypt: Grand 
Cairo is the Place where I am to fix my Reti- 
dence, and live with my new Þrethren, the only 
Obſervers of the Law of Moſes *. As thou may'lt 
perhaps imagine that I have embraced this new 
Opinion without a thorow Examination, I ſhall 
give thee a full Account of the Reaſons which 
determined me. | 
OUR Rabbies ſay that Moſes had ſeveral Com- 
mands given him on the Mountain, beſides thoſe 
written in the two Tables, or even contain'd in 
the Peutateuch; and, to prove the Evidence of 
this Aſſertion, repreſent that, if God had not re- 
veal'd other Things to Moſes than the written 
Law, an Hour, or, at moſt, four or five, had been 
- ſufficient; 


* There are a great many Caraites at Cairo, Conſtantine, 
and even in Moſcovy; they have ſeperate Synagogues, aud 
look upon themſelves as the only true Fews, 


* 
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ſufficient ; and from thence conclude, that he gave 
it in the Day-time, and explain'd it in the Night. 
This Explication is what they call the Oral Law, 
taught by Moſes to his Succeſſor Fora, and by 


him to the Seventy Seniors, who' tranſmitted it, 


ſo commented upon, to their Polterity, and even 
to the laſt of the Prophets, from whom the Jaz- 
hedrin * received it: From that Lime, to this very 
Day, it has been handed down, from Father to 
Son, and ſerves for a Rule, when the written 
Law is ſilent. | 

I SHALL not conſume Time in examining on 
what the Rabbies ground their Opinion of God's 
having delivered the Law in the Day-time, and 
explained it in the Night, of which there is not the 
lealt mention made in the Bible; but allowing, in 
order to abridge the Diſpute, that the Almighty 
gave Myſes ſeveral verbal Commands, yet | cart 
believe that he employed ſo many Days to preſ- 
cribe the ridiculous Ceremonies and extravagant 
Notions of the Talmud. If I ſhould allow that 
Maſes received ſeveral Orders from God, which 
that Prophet did not put down in Writing, but 


Which we have by Tradition, yet I maintain that 


What is abſurd and ridiculous in that ſame T radi- 


tion has been added, in proceſs of Time, and that 


every Age augmenting it with ſome Error, the 
T almud is the Collection of that pretended TI radi- 
tion. 

IF thou conſider'ſt, my dear Monceca, in what 
Manner this monſtrous Work has been collected, 
compoied, and brought to its Perfection, thou'lt 

D d 3 ſee 

* The grand Sanbedrin was the ſupreme Council or Court 
of Judicature among the Fews at Fer/:iem, conſiſting of the 
High Prieſt and ſeventy Seniors or Eldeis, who conſulted 


about and decided the greateſt Matters in their Eceleſiaſtical 
or Civil Government. The Word Sanbedrin, taken from the 


Greek, Tuyécben:y, fignifies Cos. i, e. An Aﬀlembly of 
Yeople fitting, 
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ſee Errors, Abſurdities, and Lies abounding more 
and more, in Proportion to our Diſtance irom the 
Days in which the written Law was given. To- 
wards the Year 188 of Nazarexe Supputation, the 
Rabby Jada Hakkadoſp made a Collection of the 
Writings of the High Prieſts, called Mrzfona, from 
which the Talmud draws its Original; and though 
there are many Things to be found fault with in 
It, yet it is not, by far, ſo bad as the ſecond, made 
in 469 by the Rabby Jochanam, and ſome other 
FTebrews his Aſſiſtants: In ſhort, about the Year 


476 Aſe and Hammai, Rabbies of Babylon, aug- - 


mented the Viſions of this Book, and brought it 
to what we now ſee it, excepting ſome ridiculous 


Errors which the Rabby Meir join'd to his Father 


Aſe's, whoſe Papers he had. 
Now let me ask thee, my dear Monceca, if 
thou think*ſt that the Authority of ſuch a Work 
(of which we ſee the Errors riſing higher and higher 
from Time to Time, and which bears no Reſem- 
blance to the firſt Simplicity of our Religion) ougit 
to prevail with me more than the Writings of Mo- 
ſes and the ancient Prophets, or the Light of Na- 
ture which demonſtrates evidently that the T4, 
is nothing elſe but a Medley of Impoſtures, Chi- 
meras, and Blaſphemies? What Man is there, | 
don't ſay of Knowledge, but of the leaſt Degree 
of Underſtanding, who would not greatly deſpiſe 
a Book which aſſerts, That God has command- 
ed a Sacrifice to expiate his own Faults?” it 
God be a Sinner and ſubject to Vice, he's not per- 
Fea, but liable to all the Misfortunes of human 
Nature? how can he who is guilty of Crimes prc- 
tend to puniſh them? I tremble, my dear Moncecn, 
in tranſcribing ſuch Blaſphemies, and my Hand 
with Difficulty holds the Pen; till now I had but 
ſuperficially examined my Religion; 1 was miſled 
partly by Prejudice and partly by Negligence, * 
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this Diſpute has enlightned my Mind, and open'd 
my Eyes on the monſtrous Errors into which J 
was plung'd: The Moment I perceived that our 
Adverſaries had Reaſon on their Side, I made uſe 
of no evaſive Sophiſtry, but honeſtly acknowledg'd 
my Fault, and my Humility has contributed to 
extricate me out of the Abyſs in which my Bre- 
thren, the Rabbies, remain immerſed. Ck 
ENDEAVOUR totollow my Example: Shake 
off Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice, and let thy Rea- 
ſon, my dear Aaron, be the Champion that ſhall 
encounter and defeat them; conſider: that if there 
be a God, he cannot be ſuch as the Talmud repre- 
ſents him. None is more fully convinced than 
thou art of the abſolute Neceſſity of the Exiſtence 
of a Being independent and ſovereignly perfect, 
let me therefore exhort thee to fall in with the 
Opinion of the Caraites, who, inſtead of affront- 
ing, have all due Reſpect for the Divinity. 1 wiſh 
that in the Country where thou art, Cuſtom may 
not have prevail'd on thee +0 lay too much Streſs 
on Traditions, the uſual Refuge of the Nazarene 
Papiſts, and the Rampart of their Errors; but re- 
member that there have been among them a Sort 
of Caraites, who, by purging their Religion of cer- 
tain Errors, have ſettled it on the Foundation of 
its firſt Eſtabliſhment. Make uſe of their Argu- 
ments to reject a Tradition that is not conforma- 
ble to the Text. 
Max Heaven dire& thee in thy ſpiritual and 


temporal Concerns, and may thou be happy here 
and hereafter. 


C oaſtautinople, ****% 
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LETTER XLV. 
AARON MONCECA 7 JACOB BRiro, 


HY Letter, my dear Jacob, treating of the 

Genoeſe and Piedmonteſe, gave me no ſmall 
Pleaſure. I envy thy Fate, ſince Pm perſuaded no 
Happineſs can equal that of being a Traveller, 
who is conſtantly entertained with new Objeds, 
inſtructive as well as diverting, ſo that he culti- 
vates his Mind in an agreeable Manner, and itudies 
in the great Book of the World, in which alone we 
are taught to know Mankind. Let our Genius be 
ever ſo ſtrong, we can acquire, by the Help of 
Books, but a ſuperficial Knowledge of the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of Nations: In the molt exact Re- 
lations of a Country, ſeveral Anecdotes, or private 
Tranſactions, are paſſed over, tho” extremely ule- 
ful to diſplay the Characters of the People, and 
the only Way to remedy this, is to live among 
them. I might add to ſupport my Opinion the 
Contradictions in moſt of the Travellers Journals, 
and Partiality with which they are writ. 
THE ancient Philoſophers were generally great 
Travellers. Plato went to hear Euclid at Megara; 
and Theodorns, the Mathematician, at Cirena, he 
travell'd into Egypt, to confer with the Priclis; 
and, 'tis reported, that, while there, he inſtructed 
' himſelf in our Religion; but this is certain, that 
he ſpeaks of God in a more noble Manner than 
the other Pagan Philoſophers; and yet he gave n- 
to Errors which are very remote from our holy 
Law : He maintain'd that there was but one God 
omnipotent, 
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omnipotent, the Maker of all Things, but ad- 
mitted of inferior Gods and Demi-gods participa- 
ting of his Divinity, and under his Command *: 
Such a Doctrine is incompatible with Judaiſim, 
the Unity of God being the Baſis of our Faith. 
THe firſt Nazarenes were almoſt to a Man 
Followers of this Philoſopher, imagining that they 
diſcover'd in his Writings all the Myſteries of their 
Religion. One of their Pontives declares, that 
Plato's Works contributed not a little to his Know- 
ledge of many Truths of the Nazareze Faith  : 
And two other Doctors pretend, that he knew 
one of their deepeſt Myſteries 4, ſo that he was 
within a Hair's Breadth of being rank'd in the 
Number of their Saints. The Necefity of ſup- 
porting their Opinions by the Authority of ſome 
famous 
* Plato in Timæo dicit & in lexfbus, & Mundum Deum eſſe, 


& Calum, & Terram, & Animos, & eos quo majorum Tuſirtutts 
accipi mus. Cicero de Nat. Deorum, Lib. J. Cap. xii. i. e. Plato in 


his Timæus & and Inſtitutes, makes univerſal Nature to be God, 


KC. 
4 


E 


and, to the viſible Creation, adds the Spirits whom our An- 
ceſtors deified, | 
* A Fut hagere an Philoſopher, by whoſe Name Plate intitloh one of his 


32 and whoſe Order Ariſlotle followeth in the Diſpoſition of his 
ylicks, | | 


Narravi ei (Simplicians) cireuitus Erroris mei, uli autem com- 
memoraui, legiſſe me quoſdam Libros Platonico ram, gquos Victorinas 
11::ndam Rhetor Urbis Rome, quem Chriſtfanum defun lum «ſt a u- 
dieram, in Lalinam Linguam tranſtaliſſet: Gratulatus eſi mihty 
quod non in aliorum Philoſophyrum ſcripta incidiſſem, plena Fallaci- 
arum & Decept ionum ſecundum Elementa hujus Mundi; in iſtis au- 
tem omnibus Modis inſinuari Deum et eius verbum, Auguſtinus 
Confeſſ. Libr, III. cap. Il. 1. e. 1 fairly own'd my Error to 


S1,plicianus; and when 1 took Notice of my having peruſed 


ſome Books of the Platoni/ts, which Vidor;ny; (formerly a Rheto- 


nclanat Rome, where, by Repoit, he died a Chriſtian) had tran- 
flated into Latin, he congratulated me upon my not having 
met with the Wiitings of other Philoſophers full of Deceit 
and Fallacy, according to the firſt Principles of this World, 


but with thoſe in which God and his Word are many Ways 
hinted ar, | 


i Juſtin Martyr, and Clemens of Alexandria, 
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famous Philoſopher, at a Time where every one 
choſe the Sect which they thought moſt agreeable, 
obliged them to adopt Plato's Syſtem as the moſt 
ſuitable to Jadaiſm and Naxareniſm. The greateſt 
Part of them were ſo fully perſuaded of the pre- 
tended Religion aſcrib'd to this Philoſopher, that 
near 796 Years after the Eſtabliſhment of their 
own, nothing leſs would ſerve them, than to«bc- 
ſtow on him the Spirit of Prophecy. In the Reign 
of Conſtantine and Irene, his Mother, an ancient 
Sepulchre was open'd, in which was found 1 
Body, and affirm'd to be that of Plato; he had a 
Plate of Gold about his Neck, on which was en— 
graven the following Inſcription : The Chriſt will 
be born of a Virgin; I believe in him, and this Evi- 
dence of my Faith will be ſeen in the Days of Irene 
and Conitantine *. It would have been ealy for 
People, not led away by Prejudice and Prepoſſeſ- 
fion, to have ſeen that the Plate and the Inſcrip- 
tion were as modern as the Tomb was ancient; 
but the Nazarene Doctors, deſirous of Miracles, 
laid hold on this, or, at leaſt, endeavour'd to im- 


poſe it upon the Vulgar; and a certain Monk, - 


ſur-nam'd L'ange de L'ecole, i. e. the Flower of 
the School, ſome other Writers 4, and, lately, a 


Jeſuite t, have made many uſeleſs Remarks on 


this Inſcription. 

I can'T conceive what can put it in the Ns 
zarenes Heads to ſupport the Truth of their Re- 
ligion by ſuch Fables, ſince ſuch groſs Abſurdities 
are rather Means to deſtroy its Credit, than to 
raiſe it: Pm the more ſurpriz'd that they're guilty 


of ſuch Faults, having no manner of Occation 


for 


* This Fact is reported by Zonarus a Greek Hiſtorian, tran- 
ſlated into La in by Ferome Wol/.us, and printed at Bale in 
1557. See Tome III. 


Paul the Deacon, Libr, XXIII. Sigibert Genebrard, Libr, Ml, 
t Caniſius on the bleſſed Virgin, Libr. II. 


| leſs. 
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for thoſe pious Frauds; for, after all, to ſpeak 
without Reſerve, there are few Religions ſup- 
ported with ſo ſtrong Proots as the Nazarene. | 


have had ſeveral Diſputes with ſome learned Men, 


and was confounded with certain Things, of which 
was almoſt perſuaded; and it muſt be acknow- 


ledg'd, that if the Prophecies have not been really 
accompliſh'd, they have come ſo nigh, that who- 


ever would examine them, mult find Difficulty 
to ſupport our Opinions. Ihe Nazarexes accuſe 
us with having now no other Retuge to fly to, 


but the Etymology and Signification of certain 
Words: They ſay, that not being able to make 
good our Point by the Evidence of the Text, we 
endeavour to perplex it with ridiculous Gloſſes, 
and by unnatural and forced Explications of cer- 
- tain Exprefſions. I'm oblig'd ſometimes to grant 
theſe Facts; but then I fly to our Tradition, and 


make uſe of the ſame Weapons with which they 


combate the Adverſaries which they have in their 


own Religion; they can't well refule me a Thing 


from which they themſelves draw ſuch Advantage, 
and to which they grant ſo much Authority; and 


thus I make uſe of our Tradition as of an im- 


pregnable Rampart, oppoſing the Authority of our 


Rabbies to that of the Pontives, and our Talmud 
to the Books of their Fathers, and if J don't clear 
up the Diſpute, I'm Lure, at leaſt, to make it end- 


I ACKNOWLEDGE that I ſhould be ſome- 


times at a very great Strait, if the Nazarene Pa- 


piſts made againſt us the ſaine Objections which 
the reformed Nazarezes urge againſt them, and that 
they reduced me intirely to the Scriptural Text, 


and to the Light of Nature: Such a Manner of 


diſputing, as it prevents all Evaſion, is terrible; 


| there's no quibbling in this caſe to elude the main 
| Point; the only Recourſe is to cavil on certain 


Expreſſions, 
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Expreſſions, and to give a more or leſs favour. 1 © 
able Turn to ſome Paſſages: Leſs than this win MM E 
prove the Foundation of Diſputes for Ages, and ot 
ſet many of the Learned to write Volumes in p1 
Folio; but in thoſe Sort of Diſputes, whoeve: MW pe 
will examine them without Prejudice, judges more ME ha 
_ eaſily of the Queſtion in Debate, than when he 
muſt conciliate the different Authorities of many WW ot 
Writers, and the Validity of their different Er. fo 
poſitions and Traditions. = M 
THE Nazarexes, in general, are fond of ſin» WW ag 
porting their Reaſons by Miracles and Prodigics; 1 tu 
a ſurprizing Event, howſoever ridiculous, bas Sc 
more Attractives with them than a Geometrical i M 
Demonſtration ; there's nothing happens, or done th 
by them, but what Heaven has an immediate Hand MW, 
in it: Gain they a Battle? *tis not to their Valout ! ar 
that they're indebted, but to St. George, and St. or 
I's Victor, who leaving their celeſtial Manſion, come {© 
0 down and put themſelves at the Head of their ! V 
il Battalions, and divert themſelves with cutting of tb. 
1 Heads and Arms *; a ſad Employment, in my] 1 
i Opinion, for any but Mad-men, and much more lo 
ſo for a Saint. Thow'lt perhaps fancy that thoſe ! ſo 
whom they came to aſſiſt were good Men; by no an 
Means; they were infamous Robbers, who, unde: In 
the Cloke of Religion, and under the Pretext ol fai 
a holy War, committed all Sort of Abuſes, Mur- is 
ders, and Rapines. The Nazarenes can't refulc | hit 
theſe Facts, and attribute to thoſe Crimes the bai 8 
Succeſs that attended the Enterprize. A certain * 
Man, named Bernard, who had preach'd over al! TE 
Europe for the Execution of this Expedition, and 9 
_ who prophecy'd many fine Things upon it, Was 2 
the firſt bit by the bad Succeſs ot that holy Wat, Re 


and, 


* The Battle of Jconium *, gained during the Cru ſede ef 
| | Holy-War, 
*The Metropolis of Zycacnia, in Aſia the Leis. 
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and, to ſave his Reputation, could find no other 
Expedient than to attribute the Cauſe to the Crimes 
of thoſe who undertook it. A pretty Manner of 
prophecying this, to proclaim what will never hap- 
pen, and not to ſay a Word of what will really 
happen. _—_ 

HoweEveR diſguſted the Nægarenes ought to be 
of the chimerical Ideas with which they have been 
ſo often infatuated; if I o-morrow a Couple of 
Monks, who had acquired fome Reputation, ſhould 
again begin to preach, there would be ſtil! Multi- 
tudes filly enough to go and piouſly commit all 
Sort of Crimes in the Paleſtize *, and ſacrifice 
Men to the God of Peace, to whom Murder and 
the ſpilling of human Blood is ſo odiovs. 

THE Nazarenes don't diſpute this Principle, 
and their Church even boaſts of its abhorting Blood 
one would therefore think, that by a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence their Government and Inſtruction of Men 


would be mild and reaſonable ; but it would ſeem 


that it was a ſettled Maxim with them to think 
one Way and to act another: Nothing is ſo ſoft, 
ſo pathetick, as their Diſcourſe ; nothing ſo rugged, 
ſo hot, and ſo violent, as their Management; 
and, what is moſt ſurpriſing, they imagine that the 
iniquity of their Actions is varniſh'd o'er with a 


fair Out-fide. When the Inquiſition condemns a 


Jeu to be burnt in Portugal, the Inquiſitors make 
him a handſom Compliment, and aſſure him that 
it's with extreme Griet they are going to commit 
him to the Flames; and as it would not be fit tor 
them to prongyge the Sentence of Death, they 
cauſe it to be read by a ſecular Judge. 

ALL thele ridiculous Cruelties put me in mind 
of a pretty ſingular Expedient tound out in the 
Reign of Charlemague by the good Archbiſhop 

. Turpin; 
* A Country of Aſa, anciently call'd Philiſtæa, or the Land 
| | of the Philiſl ines. 
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Turpin; to diſpatch now and then ſome Saraceyz, 
he made uſe of no Sword in Battle, the Church 
abhorring Blood, but with a Club, of the Size of 
Hercules's, knock'd them down *, 


And prov'd his Doctrine Orthodox, ä 
"ith Apoſtolick Blows and Knocks. Hu. 


A T1ME has been, when the condemning of a 
Man to the Galleys, for the Improvement ot his 
Mind, was look'd upon to be a ſpecial Favour, 
which he, on whom it was couterr'd, ought never 

to forget. Let ſuch Practices be conſtaw1ly con- 
fin'd within the Sphere of Error and Deluſion, 
and let us never attempt to perſuade but by mild 
and reaſonable Means, even though we had the 
ſame Power as the Nazarexes. 

THE vaſt Extent of their Religion, and the 
great Number of Proſelytes daily made, are for 
ever ſounding in our Ears; but they're blind enough 
not to perceive that in place of true Children of 
Naxzareniſm, they only draw over a Crowd of 
Slaves. The Spaniards think they act piouſly when 
they compel the Indiaus to bow the Knee before 
ſome holy Image, and extort a Conſent of being 
receiv'd into their Communion, in which they no 
longer continue, than they can lay hold of a ta- 
vourable Opportunity of giving thoſe T'yrants the 
Slip, and getting among thcir Countrymen. 

VIOLENCE in Religion appears monſtrous in 
the Eyes of a Philoſopher ; 'tis impoſſible to ima- 
gine that the God of Peace ſhould chuſe a Wor- 
ſhip in which human Blood is ſhed upon the Al- 
| tars. The pious Cruelty of the Spaniards has ſa- 
crificed more Mexicans for the Propagation of Ne- 
zZareniſm in one Day, than Dz:aza's Prieſts did in 
the Temple of Epheſus, or in all Ionia, during the 
whole Continuance of Pagauiſm. What Crimes 
| 5 What 


* Boyardo, and Axioſto. 
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what Murders! and what Robberies have been 
committed in Europe, ſince 200 Years, under the 
ſpecious Pretext of Religion! Into what Exceſſes 
is not the Mind of Man, ſmitten with Superſtiti- 
on, capable of being tranſported? We have ſeen 
the Son plunging a Dagger into the Father's Brealt, 
and imagining that, in piercing his Heart, he made 
his own Way to Heaven! Let ſuch pernicious 
Sentiments, my dear Brito, remain with Naga- 
rexes; and let us be always perſuaded that Vio- 
lence is the Jaſt Shift of a Religion that wants 
Truth to convince. 
TAKE care of thy Hcalth, and let me hear 
from thee. . - 


. K 
Paris, 


ENCE AL DI IE VAT CEE Hs 


( — eu Nt, Rat 
* rene 


LETTER XLVI 


AARON MoNCECA ro ISAac Ox1s. 


H Y Letter, my dear Iſaac, gave me no ſmall 
Surprize, and I make no Doubt but that thy 
Change will be a Thunder-clap on all the Jews, 
and extremely afflicting to thy Brethren. I'm per- 
ſuaded thou haſt ſeriouſly reflected before thou re- 
ſolved on embracing the Opinions of the Caraites *; 
but I could have wiſhed that thy Determination 
had not been ſo ſudden. Sometimes on a firit or 
ſecond View we may fancy Things to be clear and 
evident, which, however, on a third, become Pro- 
blematical. It would appear that thou diſpiſeſt too 
much the Authority of Tradition: P11 allow that 
it mult yield when the Text is againſt it, but, at 

E e 2 ſame 
* See Letter XLIV. 
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fame time, if the Text be obſcure and unintelligible 
It may be an uſeful Help in explaining, and in that 
Shape ought to be admitted. All Religions, even 
thoſe that are the moſt contrary to Tradition, al- 
low of it when it neither contradicts Reaſon nor 
the Authors af Antiquity, and this is what I think 
ought to have been examined ; but I'm afraid it 
has loſt all Credit with thee, for it appears by thy 
Letter that the Parts, in which thou haſt found it 
contrary to I ruth, have made thee indifterent about 
inquiring if it was juſt and true in others: Let 


this be as it will, and whatever Way thou think'ſt, 
nothing ſhall be able to diminiſh my Affection to 


thee. I loved thee as — Rabb:neſt: I ſhall love 
thee as — Caraite; and ſhould'ſt thou turn Nazs- 
rene, my Heart would follow thee to their Tem- 


ples. The Friendſhips of this Age are nothing elſe 
but a Sort of Commerce, which Neceflity, De- 


corum, and ſumetimes Pleaſure, oblige Men to 
ſupport, and that Union, which Eſteem and Sim— 
pathy cement in Hearts truly virtuous, is a thing 
unknown to them, but *tis my Happineſs to feel 


the Effects of Friendſhip from what ought to be 


the noble Motives of it, and conſequently to lie 
under no Temptation of imitating their Example“. 
| 1 5 Some 


* Friends in this Age are liable to the ſame Reproaches with 
wit:ch cicero branded the Epicureans. Some of the Grech, 
** favs he, who had the Reputation of wiſe Men among them, 
* had very extraordinary Sentiments on all that 1 have nov 
* {aid; for there's no Extravagancy to which the Subtleties 
+ 06x thole People don't carry them. Some of them advance, 
that too ſtrict Friendſhips are to be avoided, to prevent out 
being troubied with other Peoples Affairs, every one having 
* envuga of his own, and nothing ſo troubleſome as to have 
a Shaie in the Concerns of another; and that the moſt 
« commodious Friendthips are thoſe whoſe Reins (ſo to ſpeak) 
„mate flacker, and may be lengthen'd or ſhorten'd at Pleaſure, 
« ſince, to live happy, the Secret is to keep ourſelves free of 


all ſort of Cares; a Thinz impoſſible, when we have the 


40 Charge 
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Some are pleaſed to think that the Fair Sex are in 
the tip- top Mode, with reſpect to Friendſhip, ſub- 
ject to the Ebbings and Flowings of Pleaſure, this 
regulates the Meaſure of the former, and the Friend 
feels as often the Effects of their Caprice as the 
oo, : 

THERE are in Paris twenty-thouſand Women 
who have had but one Lover during their whole 
Life, and who have not kept in Friendſhip with 
any one Perſon for the Space of three Months. 
This Aſſertion will appear to be carried too tar, 
and thow'lt ſcarcely think it's poſſible that in a 
Town where the Ladies arc reckon'd ſo gallantiſh 
{ach a vaſt Number ſhould confine themſelves to 
one Lover: I believe thou'lt more readily allow 
of twenty thouſand who have had none at all, 
than that they kept to the firſt. Methinks I hear 
thee ſaying, “ That it requires more Modeſty in 
a Woman to confine herſelf ro oe Lover, than 
to remain without any. What Pain can it give 
her to be without a Pleaſure of which ſhe's in- 
tirely ignorant? her Virtue is not reduced to 
combate againſt the dangerous Ideas which re- 
preſent to the Mind certain Situations, the molt 
terrible Enemics of Women who have experi- 
* enced the Sweets of Love.? 

I ALLow that there's ſomething ſurpriſing in 
this Opinion till it is duly examined, but then ir 
appears ſo plauſible that we can ſcarce refuſe ſiding 

Fo 6 with 
©* Charge of other Peoples Affairs, and that we're in a man- 
** ner under conſtant Pains of Labour for them.“ | 

Nam quibuſdam, quos audio ſapientes habitos in Gracia, placuiſe 
o mirabilia quedam, Sed nihil eſt quod illi non perſequantur 
ſeri Arquttjs : partim fugtendas efſe nimias amicitias, ne uece/ſe /it 
unum ſoliciturn efſe pro pluribus: ſatis ſupcrque efſe ſuarum cue 
rerum. Alienis nimis implicare mole/t:m eſſe, quam lanifſumas has 
benas habere amicitiæ, quas vel adducas cum velis, wel remittass 
Cuput enim eſſe ad beate vivendum ſecuritat em, qua frui non poſſic 
anmys, fi tanquam parturiat unus pro pluribus, 

Cicero de Amicitii, Cap, xilt, 
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with it. The Character of Infidelity given to Wo— 
men is principally founded on an uſurped Right 
in our Sex of preſcribing ſevere Rules to them, al- 
moſt impoſſible to be obſerved, and from which 
we have thought proper to exempt ourſelves : 'Ihey 
tancied that they had a juſt Authority to require 
of Women an abſolute Victory over Nature, while 
they indulged themſelves in all Manner of Free- 
doms, and yielded to every Impulſe. To judge 
then of the fickle Temper which we are pleaſed 
to aſcribe to the Fair Sex, things muſt be put up- 
on a juſt Equality, not to require Impoſflibilitics 
of them, and to examine without Prejudice if, not- 
withſtanding the Lightneſs attributed to them, they 
are not a hundred Times leſs inconſtant than Men. 
WHEN a Beau is guilty of Infidelity, his Pro- 
feſſion juſtifies his Conduct, he diſcharges his Duty, 
and none exclaims againſt his T'reachery : The Mi- 
ſtreſs that he abandons is an Addition to his Tri— 
umph ; but ſhould ſhe revenge herſelf of her Lover's 


Infidelity, by giving him a Rival either to puniſh or 


call him back by Jealouſy, 'tis enough, ſhe's a falſe 
inconſtant Coquet, and condemn'd by the whole 
Race of Lovers, without Benefit of Clergy, ſo 
that the ſame Action, which raiſes the Beau's Re- 
putation, loſes the Woman for ever who has been 


| Jo unhappy as to love him. 


A JEALovsS, fantaſtical, peeviſh, bigotted Hus- 
band fancies Chimeras, and takes for Realities the 
frentick Viſions of which he is poſſeſſed ; the whole 
Matrimonial Society take his Part; he's pitied, his 
Spouſe condemned without a Hearing, and the 


whole Sex included in the dreadful Decree pro- 
nounced againſt her by this jealous Senate; and 
from Generation to Generation every Father names 


her to his Son as an Example of Infidelity, thus 
inſtilling into him his own jealous an, 10 
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A For gives himſelf Airs with a Woinan whom 
he ſcarce knows, he talks to her in the Church, 
ogles her at the Opera, and accoſts her in the pub- 
lick Walks, which is enough to make the Publick 
believe he's well with her, ſo that by way of Re- 
compence, for what ſhe has ſuffered from this in- 
truding Sot, ſhe acquires the Reputation of-a kind 
Lady, and if ſhe has the Misfortune to meet with 
more than one, they're ſo many Lovers which the 
Publick is pleaſed to lay at her Door. 8 

THESE are, my dear Iſaac, a Part of the Rea- 
ſons on which is founded the Inconſtancy of the 
Fair Sex: The Multitude judges on this Occaſion 
as on all others, and its Judgment is no more ra- 


tional in this Caſe than it uſes to be in others. 


T w o Reaſons determine me to think that Wo- 


men are more conſtant than Men: The firſt is a 


Sort of Shame that goes along with their Levity, 
and which, whatever may be ſaid, lays them un- 
der a terrible Conſtraint. The ſecond is the Vi- 
vacity of their Inclinations. The moſt paſſionate 
Man is but as Ice compared to a Female who 
truly loves. The Fair Sex are the unhappy Slaves 
of Cupid's arbitrary Sway, and expoſed to all the 
Rigour of his Tranſports and Agitations, with a 


Mixture of Tenderneſs, Fear, Anger, Spite, Hope, 


and Jealouſy : All theſe Paſſions reign in the Heart 
of an amorous Woman, ſometimes by Turns, and 
often altogether. 

HIS TOR has preſerved the Names and AQi- 
ons of many Women who have diſtinguiſhed them- 


ſelves for their Conſtancy and Fidelity; and, with- 


out going to remote Ages, we dayly ſee Exam- 
ples that juſtify my Opinion. A Nazarene Doctor 
of my Acquaintance, and one of our renowned 
Directors of Conſciences, told me that the delj- 
cate tender Paſſion, in the Fair Sex, was the fierceſt 
Enemy which the Tribunal of Abſolution had to 
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deal with at Paris. I have in former Letters ey. 
rex this ſpiritual Sort of Pool, in which the 
onks have a Power of waſhing away Sins, on 
Condition that ſome Prayers and Abſtinences be 
regularly performed. They all agree that a Wo. 
man, who has been engaged in different Intrigue 
will ſacrifice a Lover rather than faſt three Satur- 
days; but they affirm that ſhe, whoſe Heart has been 
but once touched, will rather undergo ten Lents 
than to be debarred from the ſoft and tender Lan- 
guage of the Eyes. 
HOUL*'T perhaps ask me how the Women, 
ſo faithful in Love, are ſo unconſtant in Friend- 
ſhip? My Anſwer is, That commonly Frienſhip 
with them is nothing but a Pretext to favour Love. 


Whoever ſpeaks of a Woman's Boſom - | ricns, - 


means her Confident ; the faithful Diſcharge of his 
Employment, is the Period of his Reign ; the Mo- 
ment he's negligent, or becomes uſeleſs, his Credit 
drops, he becomes indifferent, and ſometimes trou- 
bleſome; the Secrets with which he is truſted oblige 
her to carry fair with him, and this Conltraint 
naturaly begets Hatred. 

BE under no Apprehenſion, my dear Iſaac, that 
ſuch ſhall be the Fate of our Friendſhip; it 1s 
founded upon Virtue, and cemented by Eſteem, 


ſo that nothing can ſhake it; thy Life is as dear to 


me as my own, and Oreſtes was not more teu— 
derly loved by Pylades*. J muſt own that tie 
Thoughts of thy Change put me under terrible 
Fears, I could wiſh it were not known till thou 
art got out of Conſtantinople. Write to me the Mo- 
ment thou get'ſt on Ship-board, and think what 
Uneaſineſs I'm under: I dread the Hatred of ty 
Brethren, becauſe I know the vindictive I empe! 


of our Nation; they'll leave nothing unattempted 
| to 


* Or des and Plades are recorded for a pair of true Frieads, 
each conteſting to dic for the other. Cicero de Amici. 


Jewisn LETTERS. 33k 
to puniſh thy Deſertion. Here's an Inſtance of 
their Fury: | 
WHEN Spinoſa had publiſhed his Book, the Fews 
were inraged againſt him as an Apoſtate, the more 
dangerous in that he was thoroughly acquainted 
with all the Principles of our Law, perfectly Ma- 
| {ter of the Hebrew Language, and had it in his 
Power to do us much Harm ; he had not however 
as yet intirely given up Communion with us, but 
went, for Form's Sake, to the Synagogue: One 
Day, as he was coming out, a bigotted Few gave 
him a Stab with a Knife, but happily the Wound 
proved not mortal; this Accident made him aban- 
don the Faith of [ſare/, and give up all Correſ- 
pondence with us. | on 
O VuR Nation has been at all times vindictive, 
and has even been perfidious in Reſentments : The 
' Concern Pm under for thy Life obliges me to 
: ſpeak againſt my Brethren, but, after all, thy Safety 
| excuſes my ripping up old Sores: Tacitus, a Ro- 
man Hiſtorian, whoſe Authority is ofgreat Weight, 
accuſes our Fathers of an implacable Hatred and 
Antipathy againſt all thoſe who were not of their 
Faith, and ſome French Writers pretend that-we 
Were not chaced out of their Country but for our 
> Attempts to imbroil the Nation; others accuſe us 


6. 2; 3: . c 


„of Deſigns to poiſon the Wells and Fountains; 
and the Knights of Malta attribute the Loſs of 
K ode-Iſland to our hatred of their Religion. Let 
me therefore beg of thee, my dear Iſaac, to be on 
e thy Guard, and to look to thy Preſervation. 

WH Ix thou conſider'ſt how much Prejudices inſpir'd 
„by Superſtition are to be dreaded, thou can't be too 
a WF cautious againſt the Attempts of bigotted Zealots, 
the more dangerous as they are covered with the 
er Cloke of Religion. How often has this ſpecious 
1 5 28 ſerved to colour the moſt ſecret Vices? 


Bigottry under the Name of Zeal for Nazareniſin 
de deprived 
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deprived France of the greateſt of its Kings: The 
Superſtition of Monks induced them to make At- 
tempts upon his Life; and, at laſt, a Monſter 
thrown up from the ſulpherous Lake, ſeduced by 
pernicious Diſcourſes, nouriſh'd in Rebellion, and 
born for the Misfortune of his Country, executed 
in a Moment what twenty Battles could not ac- 
compliſh. 1 05 
HATRED that ſprings from a Difference about 
Religion is implacable, and ſeems with moſt Peo- 
ple to juſtify the moſt enormous Crimes: The 
Prieſts, deeply concerned in ſuch Quarrels, exa(: 
perate Men by their Preachings, Exhortations, and 
by Example. The People eagerly follow thoſe 
who are at the Head of their Religion, being ac- 
cuſtomed to look upon them as the Oracles of 
God, ſo that thou may judge what Crime a weak 
Man is not capable of committing when he thinks 
he's executing the Law of the Almighty, and ſe- 
curing to himſelf compleat Happineſs. 
THINEk, my dear Tſaac, of what I tell thee, 
dread thy Brethren the Rabbies, fear the other 
Fews, and, in ſhort, be on thy Guard with all 
thoſe whom thy Change may concern, and may 
thou live as quiet and content as I wiſh. 


TRE ITE DEE | 
Paris, 
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M going ſoon for Venice, my dear Monceca, and! 
] don't think of remaining eight Days longer at Tir 


rin. I have already communicated what! thought 
moſt remarkable in the Cuſtoms and Manner“ 
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ſeem afraid to direct their Petitions to God himſelf, 
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| the Piedmonteſe, and ſince my laſt Letter I have 


diſcovered little or nothing. 'I'his Nation's Way 


of living is ſo uniform that it does not furniſh that 
Number of Remarks which one has an Opportu- 
| nity of making at Paris; at Turin they act and 
think the laſt Day of the Year juſt as they did the 
- firſt, and Dreſs is the only Thing in which we 
can perceive a Change. ' he Ladies and Beaus 
carefully follow the French Modes, but there's no 
© ſudden Change in Manners and Cuſtoms ; this 
Nation knows nothing of changing Opinions from 
Morning to Night, which is owing to their want 
of Vivacity and Inconſtancy. If St. Paris had ac- 
- quired at Tarin the Credit which he had ſometime 
ago at Paris, he would have ſtill preſerved it, 
{© whereas this poor Saint has none now for him but 
a few Fanaticks and Fiſh-women. 


THE x have a great Vencration in this Country 


for one Philip de Neri, who is in Heaven the Ad- 
vocate and Protector of the City of Tarin; he has 
a magnificent Temple *, adorned with Pictures 
done by the beſt Hands ; in one of them he is re- 
preſented as carried by Angels and Cherubims, and 
received by God into Glory. A great many Lamps 
conſtantly burn before this Image, and 'tis there 
the Pzedmonteſe proſttated offer up Prayers to their 
Protector; near to this Altar is the Chancel, where 
they pretend God reſides, and yet for one who 
makes his Addreſſes directly to him, a Hundred 
put up their Petitions to Philip de Neri to be con- 
vey'd by him to the Throne of Grace. 


Tre Nazarenes, and particularly the Italians, 


and 


* This Church is not yet finiſhed, they're at work upon it 


now, and it will be one of the moſt beautiful in all Tah. 
There's one by Carlo Maratti, another by Treviſani, and 
a2 third, viz, The Reception of Phzlip de Neri into Heaven, by 
the famous Solimaine, 
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and in this they may be compared to certain Per. 
ſons, who having offended ſome Man of Note, 
have neither Reſolution nor Courage to ſupport 
his Preſence, and therefore employ a third Hand to 
make up the Breach. I asked them if they thought, 
when they made their Addreſſes to Philip de Ne. 
ri, that God did not hear them, and if it was 
their Opinion that every thing was not preſent to 
God? Their Anſwer was, © That they were far 
« from ſupporting any ſuch Error.” „ If it's ſo, 
“% ſaid I, and that God knows your Converlation 
« with this Saint, why don't ye addreſs yourſelves 
te to him directly? this would be a Means to avoid 
&« Ceremony, and to. abridge Delays, for in the 
% Time that your Protector is making his Report, 
„God would have already heard you.” 

IHE Nazarenes endeavour to elude theſe Rex 
ſons by vain Sophiſms : They pretend that by the 
Interceſſion of a Saint, whoſe Prayers are always 
pure, and acceptable to the Almighty, the Requelts 
are more readfy granted. Poor deluded People 
who perceive not that it's the Purity and Dilpoſi- 
tion of the Heart of him who prays on Earth that 
obtains the Favour of Heaven, otherwiſe a Rogue 
and a profligate Wretch might flatter themſelves 
to obtain from a mercitul God as much as an ho- 
neſt good Man; God would not judge of Hearts 
but through the Channel of Saints ; the Celeſtial 
Court would be turned into a Norman Jurildic 
tion *; and one would be ſaved or damned c- 
cording to the Merit and Skill of their Solicitor, 
or their Advocate, whoſe Friendſhip might be brid'd 
by a great many Flambeaus burnt to his Honon!, 
or by ſome other Preſents. If Matters were ti 

| managed, 


* The infeiior Judicatures in Normandy are very liable b 
Corruption, ſo that when any inferior Court in Fr hs 
pronounced an unjuſt Sentence, the. Proverb is — 17% (* 
Normandia'd, | | 
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managed, I aſſure thee, my dear Monceca, that this 
Philip de Neri would have Buſineſs enough upon 
his Hands from all the Corners of Turin. 


I was yelterday Witneſs to the Celebration of | 


his Feſtival: A Monk pronounced his Panegyrick, 
prais'd him much for not marrying, and obliging 


all his Diſciples to imitate his Example by enter- 


ing into the Ocder of Prieſthood, from which all 
who are not in the State of Celibacy are excluded. 
This Preacher enlarged on Chaſtity and on the 
State of Purity, and drew ſo beautiful a Picture 
of it that the Counter-blow was terrible on Ma- 
trimony. 1 was very much ſurprized that he was 
allowed to utter publickly Maxims ſo contrary 
to the Good of Society. © If all they, ſaid I with- 
in myſelt,, who hear this Declaimer, are per- 


« ſuaded with his Sophiſtry, Piedmont will ſoon 


ide depopulated: We ſhall ſec nothing but Prieſts, 
« Monks, and Bigots, for ſometime, and ſoon 
after Society muſt periſh, and the Country be 
« deſtroyed. According to this Preacher, the State 
« of Celibacy is by much the pureſt, and much 
„more agreeable to Nax areniſm; thoſe in a Re- 
ligion who believe it ought to aim at Perfection; 
* therefore all the Piedmonteſe ought to follow 
his Advice, and, by remaining in the State of 


- © Celibacy, ruin Society.” | 
Du holy Religion, my dear Moxceca, teaches 
a very different Doctrine, it ordains Multiplica- 


tion, a Favour promiſed and granted to us by 
Heaven as an eſſential Mark of its Goodneſs: Va- 
nity has in Part been the Cauſe of ſuppreſſing Mar- 
rage amongſt the Nazarene Pontives, imagining 
by this Means to procure more Reſpe& from the 
People. 
do diſcuſs this Queſtion, all the old Men were of 
Opinion that the Permiſſion for the Prieſts to marry 


Tis reported that, when they aſſembled 


ſhould be continued, and that the young ſtrongly 
b | oppoled 


— 
4 


— 
* — * - 
” _ __ 


1 15 
I - 


— — „ ___ 
2 a — — "EET * 
= pon 


s —_— 


— 


1 2 


* * 
> ;__ = - 5 : 
= — = — 2 
— * — — Se 
i = 


<> 


1 336 Jewisn LETTERS, | 
1 oppoſed and carried it. Since that time the Di- tr 
90 orders that have inſued upon this Ordinance hae fe 
1 made all Men of Senſe regret the Privation of an- m 
i cient Uſages : One of the Sovereign Pontivee {MW ti 
160 ſays expreſly in his Writings, © That it would de th 
th „ highly neceſſary, in order to prevent and put, {MW v 
15 4 Stop to many Crimes, that things were put upon P! 
4 « the ancient Footing *.” When the Preacher had 7: 
ſh: ended his Panegyrick, ſeveral Hymns were ſung, {MW th 
. accompany'd with Inſtrumental Muſick, and te * 
1 famous Somis play'd the Violin in ſuch a raviſhing 1 01 

| Manner, and ſo harmoniouſly, that all who heard 
WR: him ſeemed to be in Extaſy and Raptures. In all 1 a 
5 the Encomius laviſhed on Philip de Neri, there bir 
4 was but little mention made of God; they only 1 9: 
6 invok'd him, by the by, when the Ceremony was 1 " 
Wit drawing to a Cloſe. 1 lit 
Wal IN coming out of the Temple I ask'd where! Þ #© 
. might once more have the Pleaſure of hearing this 1 '* 
0 famous Muſician who had raviſhed and inchanted 1 28 
100 me? I had heard Moutanari at Rome, a Diſciple D 
— of the famous Corelli, the Father of Harmony, he 28 
Wi equalled this Piedmonteſe in execution, but had 1 m. 
Ul neither his Taſte, Softneſs, nor the Stroke of his th 

4 Bow; the Greeks would have certainly erecteda I 
0 Statue to ſo great a Man, and a great many might A 
Whit have been found who would have certified that | al. 
hill Apollo had lain with his Mother, they would have WW Ta 
1 even maintained, to his Face, that he was not bis ſti 
KM Father's Son; and, after his Death, he would have 1 V' 
Win: received at Athens the ſame Honours that are paid WW: P. 
| to Philip de Neri at Turin. I was told that! 7 
might hear him play at a weak ly Conſort in a p- 5 
vate Gentleman's Houſe. I begg'd a Friend to in- 1 7 
5 | troduce MW” Gi 
* Pope Pius II. amongſt whoſe Sentences ane Proverbs ve Y oy 
find Sacerdotibus magna ratione ſublatas Nuptias majort reftitu endas W tal 


videri. Platina in vitis ſumm. Pontif. Rom. Edit. Venet. 15's. 
. . Strong Reaſons reſtricted the Prieſts to Celibacy, but 
Rronger Reaſons plead for their being allowed to marry» 
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tain to Knowledge in this World, nor Salvation 
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troduce me, and I heard another Muſician “*, who, 
for the Violoncello, equall'd Somis on his [nitru- 
ment. It appeared to me thai Heaven had made 
theſe two Muſicians the one for the other, and 
that none elſe ſhould preſume to join in conſort 
with them: The few fine Voices that I heard ſur- 
prized me, there's icarce one or two tolerable in 
Turin, and their Symphoniſts are as excellent as 
their Singers are contemptible; but this is a Fact 


which that Nation, very much convinced of their. 


own good Taſte, will ſcarce allow. 

PAINTING is in great Eſteem at Turin as in 
all Italy, but at preſent it ſcarce affords any thing 
but Dawbers, if we except Beaumont the King of 
Sard:#1a's Painter; he's tolerably good at Colour- 
mg, and delincates correctly, but dull and languid, 
little vers'd in Hiſtory, and fond of his own Per- 
formances, far ſhort of the Perfection to which he 
imagines they are carried. There was ſometime 
ago a Painter in this Country, call'd the Chevalier 
Daniel, by Birth a Fleming, skilful in Colouring, 
as thoſe of bis Country generally are, and ſurpaſs- 
ing them in Defign; he died ſometime ago, and 
this Beaumont ſucceed him in his Poſt. 

IHE Piedmonteſe, in general, are Lovers of 
Arts, but extremely ignorant in Sciences, as | have 


already told thee in former Letters: When we 


mention the Men of Learning in Europe, the Que- 
ſtion is directly, Are they good Catholicks? ſhould 


Wie happen to tell them that they're Armenians, 
Proteſtants, Fanſeniſts, or Jews, to be ſure Le 
© Clerc is a Booby, Bayle a Sot, Arnaud a Liar, and 
Leon of Modena an Ignorant; they can't conceive 
bow it's poſſible that a Man, who is not of their 


Communion, can have common Senſe, and who- 
ever believes not as the Monks, can neither at- 
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in the next. The Libraries of the Learned in this 
Country are compoſed of a great many Divine 
of this Side the Mountains, and ſome 1:al:az Poets; 
they who ſet up for Criticks in the living Langua- 
ges, add, to ſuch Books, ſome Romances and French 

ovels reprinted at Geneva, from whence they get 
them. By this thou ſee'ſt, my dear Moxceca, that 
were a Man to ſtudy forty Years in theſe Libra- 
Ties, he would reap no other Benefit but to have 
his Head fill'd with Fables and Chimeras, and 
thou may alſo judge from this of the Genius of 
the P:iedmonteſe Philoſophers. 

FAREWEL, my dear Monceca; let thy next 
Letter be directed for me at Venice. 


E 
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LETTER XLVIII 


AARON MONCECA % Jacos Brito, ſÞ wy 


© 
— 


IN CE I came to Paris my Eſteem for the an 

Learned is much increas'd, while at Conaſtanu- V. 
tinople | had not duly reflected on the Excellency th. 
and Grandeur of their Office, but now I look F_ 
upon them as the Preceptors of Mankind, and the on 
Organs which God makes uſe of to reveal tie G. 
Secrets of Nature: Far from imitating the Pie fel 
monteſe, who only eſteem the learned Men of their WW R. 
own Religion, 1 have a Regard for Science and . w. 
Merit wherever they're to be met with; I reſped be 
them in a Nazarene, in a Mahometan, and, laying W 
atide what regards Religion, I take the Advantage BW? Fe 
of their Knowledge. NM 
Tur Learned are accuſed of Pride and Haug in 
tineſs, but this Character is not applicable to thoſe Si. 
who have juſtly acquired Reputation: None cou by Sa 
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be more polite and civil than Bayle, more ſocia— 
ble than Des- Cartes and GCaſſendi, and more modeſt 
than Locke: They who take ſuch Freedoms of 


Speech with the truly Learned, confound them 


with ſome little Scribblers, who have as high an 
Opinion of their own Merit as the Publick under- 
values them. Kacine was a whole Year upon his 


| Tragedy of Phedra, the Maſter-piece of the Stage; 
before it was aQted, he had it reviſed by his Friends, 
made ſeveral Alterations by their Advice, and the 


Succels of the Piece was the moſt convincing Ar- 
gument with him of its Goodneſs. Pradon com- 


| poled a Piece on the ſame Subje& in a Month, 


preſented it boldly on the Stage, and aſſured the 
Publick that it was excellent, but it happened to 
him as it commonly does to Graub-ſtreet Pertor- 
mances, to be ſent to Snuff-Shops; whereas Ka- 
c:ae's will be preſerved to lateſt Poſterity. 
RESERVEDNESS and Modeſty are the pe- 
culiar Talents of great Men; they're content 
with the Praiſes which their Merit procures them, 
without ſolliciting the World to beſtow them; 


and in this they're the more Praiſe-worthy ; for if 
Vanity be pardonable, the Man of Learning has 
| the belt Title to it. 


W have daily Inſtances of Honours beſtowed 


On a Coxcomb of Quality, Son, Grand-Son, and 
Great-Grandſon, to as unworthy Men as him- 
© ſelf; and, becauſe a Man can reckon up a long 


Race of ignorant and ridiculous Anceſtors (in 
whoſe Footſteeps he treads) he muſt, forſooth, 
be exempted from many Taxes, and enjoy ſeve- 
ral Privileges to raiſe him above the reſt of his 
Fellow-Citizens! What is it to me that one of a 


Man's Fore-fathers commanded a Troop of Horſe 
in the Holy War? Shall I be obliged to honour 2 
Simpleton, becauſe one of his Anceſtors kill'd a 
Saracene, or becauſe he has been beyond Sea? And 


F123 ſhall 
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ſhall I look with Indifference upon a Man uſeful 
to the whole World, by his Syſtems of Morality 

to reform Manners, by his Mathematical Diſco. 
veries, the Means of enriching Nations, and, by 
his Learning, tranſmitting to the lateſt Poſterity 
the Hiſtory of our own, or of paſt Times? A 
Man mult be as great a Fool, and as weak as he 
whom be honours, to prefer empty Titles to Science 
and Virtue. Men are now out of Conceit with 
that ſervile Reſpe& which they formerly paid to 
old muſty Titles, equal, if not greater, through 
all Europe, than that which the Egypti ans, in old 
Times, had for Crocodiles, and their Garden Oni- 
ons, but now that Servitude is thrown off, and 
no where to be found but amongſt our German 
Petty-Princes. In this Country every Man who, 
misfortunately for Mankind, happens to be born 
a Baron, or Lord of a Manor, has a Right to 
tyrannize over a few Peaſants, and believes him- 
ſelf to be one of the moſt conſiderable Sovereigns 
of the World, tho? his whole Territories are of. 
ten contain'd within the Compaſs of a League, 
and his groſs Ignorance, if the World contains 
above two hundred, is the only Excuſe for his 
Vanity. In many Countries we frequently meet 
with Petty-Tyrants, who have nothing of Nobr 
lity but the Antiquity of their Family ; of Man- 
ners, but the Depravation ; and of Man, but the 
Reſemblance. Can it enter into thy Thoughts, 
my dear Brito, that a Perſon who makes ule of 
his Reaſon can prefer ſuch Noblemen, meer Ani. 
mals, to People illuſtrious for their Learning, and 
to be valued for their Integrity? Becauſe a Man 
has a Right to add the Title of Duke, or Mar- 
quis, to his Name, muſt he alſo have that of im- 
poſing upon People of Senſe? It this were tie 
Caſe, Nobility would be a Sort of Witchcraft in 
the Opinion of the Weak. 7 
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PoOSTERITY wiſely regulates the Recom- 
pences due to the Learned, whom ſhe equals to 
the greateſt Princes: Three thouſand Years after 
Death, their Glory vies with that of the moſt re- 
nown'd Heroes. Homer is as well known as 
Achilles, and the Name of Virgil as famous as 
that of Auguſtus. The ingenious Hiſtorian, the 
celebrated Poet, the profound Philoſopher, pre- 


ſerves an Advantage over the Conqueror and the 


General; the Memory of the latter only preſents 
to our Imagination the Remembrance of ſome 
Actions paſt; but the Works of the Learned 
tranſmit and revive, from Age to Aye, their Ge- 
nius, and an Acquaintance with their Authors ; 
twenty Ages after their Death, they ſpeak with 
the ſame Eloquence and Fire as when alive, and 
their Genius communicates itſelf to all thoſe who 
read their Writings. At this very Day we find 
Horace and Virgil ſuch as they were at Auguſtus's 
Court. The Heroes who have made themſelves 
illuſtrious only by their Actions, make not the 
ſame Impreſſions upon our Hearts; the plain Nar- 
ration of a Fact is leſs moving than a brisk en- 
liven'd Converſation ; *tis thus good Writers com- 
municate their Thoughts to our Minds. I parti- 
Cipate of Ovid's Trouble, when I read his Elegies. 
I trace Nature in the Works of Lucretius, and 
fancy that I hear him unfolding the moſt hidden 
Secrets of it. 

T H E Heroes are infinitely indebted to the Poets 
and Hiſtorians, who are ſeldom under any Obli- 
gation to the former. Achilles owes a Part of his 
Glory to Homer. Had there been no Hiſtorians, 
ſcarce wonld we have known that there was an 
Alexander : That Prince was very ſenſible how 
far a great Monarch, an able General, or a re- 
nown'd Conqueror, ought to elteem himſelf happy 
to have the principal Events of his Life tranſmit- 
| ted 


with great Plcaſure ; and Fathers of Families reck- ] E 
on the Collection of great Mens Writings as a2 
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1 ted down to Poſterity by a celebrated Write. 
"We How many Heroes, as famous as Achilles ing MW 
"ok  Ulyfes, lye in eternal Oblivion, for want of z 
Wk Homer to perpetuate their Actions ? L ( 
1 I KNo w not, my dear Brito, if thou'lt be of: 
i my Opinion: I look upon a truly learn'd Man t 
"by as one appointed by Providence to act a Part, both e 
15 now and in after Ages, ſuperior to that of many MW t 
11 Princes and Monarchs. Who can pretend ty MW. r 
1 know that Crowd of Kings who have had no 0 
11 other Fame but of ſitting ſupinely on their Thrones, t 
(nel and who ſeem'd to be cloathed with Royalty only r 
6407 to ſhew the World that they were not capable of h 
11 ſupporting its Weight? Their Names are to be a 
Wk found in the Chronological Tables of Empires;a Þ h 
5 few who read Hiſtory know that in ſuch a Year 1 8 
WOW! ſuch a Prince reign'd ; the reſt of Mankind are c 
Whit! either intirely ignorant if he ever liv'd, or only # o 
Rai. know his Name; but when a Man of Learning!  v 
1005 leaves his Works to Poſterity, from Age to Age t. 
| Wh he riſes in Fame, and Time only ſerves to height- I n 
10 en his Merit. Every Nation welcomes him s 
15 their Countryman, and his Writings are tranſlated Þ 7? N 
140 into all the different Languages; from the North tl 
107 to the South-Pole he's known, reſpected, and che- 1 © 
We riſh'd; Children, Men come to Maturity, and od F 
THY People, all are acquainted with his Works, know I * 
| | certain Paſſages by Heart, which they often recite 
l ; 
15 
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nf Part of the Inheritance which they leave to their I + x 
1 6 Children; tis in thoſe Libraries, fo common now 
"WE days in Europe, that a learned Man ſees him- i By 
10 ſelf, as it were, multiplied even in his own Lite- ]! © 


„ time; he makes the Genius that animates bim 
1040 tranſpire through all the Kingdoms of Europe, and, BY ,, 
at the ſame Inſtant of Time, the Hearts of two! 4 


Men, one in his Cloſet at Stochbolm, and another BY 7 
| ; ; "mh = 
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in the Midſt of Paris, are equally ſatisfied, charm'd, 
and raviſh'd. | 


THE reading of ſome Works has ſach a powWs= 


erful Influence on our Minds, that it raiſes in us 
a higher Eſteem and Veneration for the Authors 
than what a perſonal Acquaintance would pro- 
duce; and I ſcarce can allow myſelf to think 
that ever any Nazarene would have been for ca- 
nonizing Socrates, if he had been particularly ac- 
quainted with him while he liv'd. A Doctor, in 
theſe latter Days, was tempted, as often as he 
read the glorious Exit of this Philoſopher, to rank 
him in the Number of the bleſſed Nazxarenes, and 
acknowledges that it was with no ſmall Difficulty 
he could hinder himſelf from calling out, II 
Socrates, pray for us *. What Numbers of Prin- 
ces, Generals, and Noblemen, lived in the Days 
of this great Man, whoſe Memories were loſt 
with their Perſons? And what Numbers have been 
tranſmitted down to us, whom we neither regard 
nor eſteem ? ©. . 
BELIEVE me, my dear Brito, whatever Ig- 
norance may pretend, Study is the only true Path 
that leads to remoteſt Poſterity f; 'tis a Means 
oiter'd to the Poor as well as to the Rich, to the 


Plebeian as to the Nobleman, and nothing but 


Virtue 


* Vix tempera quin dicam, Sancte Socrates, ora pro nobis.“ 
Eraſmus in Colloquijs, 


T © By Study, ſays an Ancient, the Philofopher becomes 


« wiſer; the Warrior more intrepid and more experienced; 


** the Sovereign governs with more Equity; and there's not 
a Perſon in the Univerſe, in whatever Rank Fortune has 


placed him, to whom the Study of Sciences does not com- 
© municate new PerfeRions.”” | 


Deſiderabilts eruditio Litterarum, qua naturum laudabilem eximis 


3 reddit ornatams ibi Prudens inveuit unde ſapientior fat; ibi Bella» 


tor reberit unde anims virtute roboretur; inde Princeps accipit quem 
admod um Populos ſub æqut ate componat; nec aliqua iu mundo po- 


teſt eſſe fortuna, quam Litterarum non auge at glorieſa notitia. Caſ- 


Hodor, Var, Libr, I. Pag. 3. 
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Virtue and Application can qualify a Man to make 
a greater Progreſs than his Competitors. I can't 
but laugh when l ſee People flattering themſelves 
to be recorded in Poſterity for mounting a Breach! 
There's ſcarce a petty Country Gentleman who 
does not imagine that his being a Lieutenant of 
Foot muſt undoubtedly tranſmit his Name to Af. 
ter-ages ; he believes that the whole Univerſe, ſome 
time or other, will be taken up to know if the 
Chevalier.de Figeac, Cognac, Reignac, &c. died in 
his own Village at home, or in the Trenches, 


None has better deſcrib'd the State of a Subaltern 


Officer than Racine. Agrippina, ſpeaking to Bur- 
rhas, thus upbraids him for his Ingratitude : 
Vous — que j'ai pi Laiſſer viellir 
Dans les honneurs obſcurs de quelque Legion. 
But for my Friendſhip, long thou mutt have ſtood 
Unknown, ſave in the Legion where thou ſery'd, 


THE Notion which moſt of the French have 
that their Actions will be a Subject of Entertain- 
ment to Poſterity, and the Prejudice in which are 
even the meanelt of the Gentry, that all Exrope 
have their Eyes upon them, are Means that the 
Government makes a right Uſe of. People are 
always found who are ready to dare all Dangers, 
Hunger, and Fatigue, only from the Hopes of 
raiſing themſclves above the Vulgar ; for one that 
ſucceeds, thirty thouſand die with the obſcure He 
nours of their Legions; but the Example of one 
is enough to encourage and animate all the reſt. 
| THE Chevalier de Maiſin (of whom I have ot- 
ten made mention) told me a pretty metry Stor] 
of a Country Gentleman who had paſs'd a con- 
fiderable Part of his Life in the Service, diſguſted 
at laſt, what by his Wounds, Fatigues, and ſmall 
Hopes of Advancement, he retired to his Village 
to end his Days in Peace and Quiet, yet in his Ke. 

| tirement 


2 
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8 tirement he ſtill kept up to his warlike Diſpoſition, 
ind was conſtantly entertaining his Curate and the 
peaſants with his paſt Exploits, and even what he 
would have done had he continued in the Army. 


> WW He happened to fall ſick, and when he was at the 
© WW lat Extremity, the Curate propoled the Perfor- 
- WW mance of a certain Ceremony that the Nazarexes 
> WW obſerve when they're at Death's Door, which they 
> WW think very eſſential; it conſiſts in 4 certain Sort 


| WW of holy Oil, with which a Prieſt anvints all the 
Members of the ſick Perſon; the Officer agreed 
1 WW to every thing, but when the Curate was prepar- 
ring to do his Duty, “ Sir, ſaid he, ſince I am fo 
d unlucky as to die in my Bed, after having eſ- 
e caped at ten Battles and twenty Sieges, let me be 
| © exempted from the Burgher-Ceremony, change 
dat leaſt ſomething of it; and if, to be ſaved, I 
| © muſt abſolutely be rubb'd, I think Brandy and 
„ Gun-powder will make an Ointment much pro- 


105 
b perer for a military Man and a Getleman, than 14 
pour greaſy Oil.” 3A 
© 2" FAREwET., my dear Friend; ſtudy Content- HY 
e + ment to make thee happy. Wl} 
e WH Þ aris, . a 
re 1 
BY 2 . 4 Ol 
tm 55 888 88 888650885058 þ 9 
e LETTER UR. 9 
f- con BRI T o 70 AARON Mod cE ca. al 
ry 
n. I. ARRIVED at Venice about a Weck ago, and 
ed in all my Travels have not ſeen a more charm- 


il! WW ing Place: "To behold a City in the Midſt of the 
ge ? Sea, and built upon the Waters, is a thing ſo ſur- 


1 Priling that Cuſtom can ſcarce reconcile us to it: 
t All 
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All the Streets are divided by Canals, and the 
People go from one Part to another of the Town in 


Gondolas, little cover'd Boats, inſtead of Coaches pl 
and Equipages. h = th 

I' uE Government of this Republick is Ariſo. 1 E 
cratical : he Senate, of which the Doge is Pre- ar 
ſident, directs all publick Affairs, but ne alone de, fo 
termines as to Peace, War, or the ['axes. Were of 
one to judge of the Doge by the Gravity of an 
affected haughty Behaviour, by the Sumptuouſner, Me Pr 
of his Apparel, and Magnificence of his Palace. MW 55 
he muſt certainly conclude him to be the Sove. Pe 
reign of Venice, and yet he's but as a Fantome an 
that repreſents the Authority of the Senate, and 1 A 
has often leſs Credit than another Noble; he's re- ba 
ſtricted to one Voice as a ſimple Senator, and bis V 
imaginary Sovereignty only intitles him to goto * 
all the Courts of Judicature and pubiick 7 ribu- un 


nals, where he may give his Opinion on any in- |Þ > Q 
tricate Buſineſs, but every other Senator has 2 72 
Right to oppoſe him. 5 = 

Tk noble Yeretians are grave, proud, infatu- th] 
ated with the Granduer of their Rank, and Slaves n 
to their Dignities ; they muſt have no Correſpon- 
dence with Foreign Embaſſadors, or any belong 
ing to them, and but little with Strangers of 
certain Rank; ſuch Familiarities are inconſiſtent 1“ 


with State Policy; were they to do otherwiſe, i 1 ( 
would be a means to bring them under Suſpicion, 1 2"! 


and furniſh a plauſible Pretext to exclude them from 
the Adminiſtration. The Nobles are divided into as} 
three Claſſes ; the firſt; in its Inſtitution, contain'd i 


only twelve Families, which they call Electorals; W- 
but in little time thereafter four were added, and luc 
afterwards eight more: The fecond Claſs is made Þy ** 
up of all the Nobles whoſe Names are written in Wy © 
the golden Book: And the third takes in thoſe 7 po, 
whoſe Families have been enobled upon the Pa: Pn 


ment 
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ment of a hundred thouſand Ducats when the Re- 
| pac was pinch'd for Money: The Nobles of 


this laſt Claſs are not admitted into the principat 
| Employments, they're at Venice what the People 
are in Frauce and Piedmont, who are intitled to 


forget their Anceſtors by the Acquiſition ot a Piece 
of Parchment. 


THESE Nobles of new Creation have no lef3 


Pride than the Ancients, they look upon themſelves 
as Equals to the greateſt Princes, and al! interior 
* Perſons in their Country muſt have a Detcrence. 


and Reſpect for them that borders upon Servitude. 
A Frenchman taking a Turn in St. Mark's-Square, 


J iappen'e inadvertently to joſtle a noble Venetian, 
who, ſtopping him very gravely by the Arm, ask'd 


| which ot all the Beaſts he thought molt dull and 


unwieldy? The Frenchman, ſurpriz'd at ſuch a 


> Queſtion, and how it came to be ask'd at him 


rather than another, was ſome time without an- 
| Frerng; but the Venetian, without loſing any 


> thing of his Gravity, renewed the ſame Queſtion, 


; and the other innocently told him, that he thought 


| the Elephant was the unwieldieſt of all Creatures: 
lt fo, ſaid the proud Venetian, learn, Mr. Ele- 


| „ phant, that a Noble is not to be joſtled:“ Am- 


1222 Signor Elephante, che non s impegne un nubile 
Venetian. Another Noble being in a narrow 
Street, and a Haniard, with a long Tolledo be- 


fore him, who ſtopp'd up the Paſlage, he gravely 


ask'd the Don, if he muſt paſs above or below 


the Sword? Signor fi cavalca o fi paſſa Sotto? It 
would be dangerous to make ſuitable Returns to 
uch Ralleries; whoever is ſaucy to a noble Ve- 
etiau, brings himſelf into a SCrape which he will 
not eaſi ily get out of. 
; SLANDER will have it that, in the principal 
Urne, one Brother marries tor all the reſt, 
Im apt to think this Cuſtom is not ſo common 
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as they would make us believe, but I don't think, the 
on the other hand, that it's altogether unpractis'd; M- | 
the Character and Vanity of the Leret:ans may WW wi 
give Occaſion to a Conduct fo blameable. It in 1 * 
a numerous Family every Brother ſhould marry, 1 © 
the great Number of Children that muſt come, 1 tle 
would foon impovcriſh the richeſt: TI hat Gran- 1 Ie 


deur ſo idolized by the Nobles being no longer Bi 
ſupported by Riches, would languiſh at the ſecond !“ 


Generation, and almoſt quite evaniſh at the thid; 1 
for it's at Venice as elſewhere, a Noble that's poor ws 
is much leis eſteem'd than a rich one. E 7 4 

 DEvoTrioN is no Bar upon the Henetians, and 5 
it may be ſafely affirn'd, that if the Brothers in b 


many Families had but that Obſtacle to ſurmount, 
in order to enjoy the Privilege of having but one Þ ©. 
Wife in common, ſuch promiſcuous and odd Con- f 
junctions would be ſoon publickly made. F 


IHE Venetiaus believe but fo, fo, in God, very a 
little in the Pope, and very much in St. H.: 4 
This Saint is the Patron and Protector of their 1 4 
City ever fince his Body was brought to it fron 0 
Alexandria; before him St. Theodoras was in Foſt, 1 4 


but the Vanity of the Venetiaus could not be ſatisfied 
with an ordinary Saint, who was only proper to 
protect a Republick in its Infancy; they retolved 
to have a new Patron, whole Reputation night 
anſwer to their preſent Grandeur, and theretore 
choſe a Firit-Rate Saint, degrading their ancient 
Protector. A Temple has been built in. honour 
of the new Patron, which vics with the moſt mag- 
nificent of Europe, and to immenſe Riches within 
it, are annexed extravagant Revenues. The No- 
bles appointed to manage them (a Part whereot WW 
is appropriated towards the Relief of the Poor) 
ere called the Procurators of St. Mark, and are in- 


titled to wear the ducal Robe, a ſort of . or 
long 


7 7 
J 
p 
14 


the Ground. 


which the Veuetians have for St. Mark, they're not 


* 
> 
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Jong Robe, of which the Sleeves hang down to 


= 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the great Reſpc& 


a whit the better Chrittians ; and the Chict People 


even think it a Picce of Honour to have very lit- 
tile Religion. An Embatlador of the Republictc, 
ſent to the Court of Sardinia, was defired by a 
Biſhop to ſpeak to ſome Piedmonteſe, who cor- 
reſponded with Geneva, to uſe their beit Endea- 
vours in bringing back to the Communion of Ae 
one of his Nephews, who had abandon'd it, aud 
| retired to that City. The Embaſtador, after his 


Arrival at Turin, was in no Hurry to execute the 


Biſhop's Commiſſion; but happening one Day to 
de in Company with Delegates from Geneva, he 


remember'd his Requeſt, and ask'd them 


it they 
knew a certain Refugee, naming him? They an- 
ſwered, that they did, and ſpoke very well of 
him. „ Pm charm'd, ſaid the Embaſſador, that 
he's ſuch as you delcribe him; his Uncle, the 
© Biſhop of Aqzapendente, was very earneſt with 
me to endeavour to bring him off from you; 


sand l'm the more ſurpriz'd that he ſhould have 
e employ'd me about his Converſion, ſince ſuch 


 ® Commiſſions are very ſeldom given to Fenetiaus.“ 


THe Liberty enjoy'd in this City has drawn 


many great Men to it, as a Place of Sanctuary 
againſt the Biggotry of other [zalitans, Peter Are— 
tin, a Native of Arezzo, in Txſcazy, fo famous 


for his ſatyrical Works, and for many others, 


came and ſettled at Venice, in the Beginning of 


the XVIth Century, to enjoy the Liberty of Wii— 
ting with Freedom. The Nazarexe Pontives con- 
demned his Works, and particularly his Dia- 
logues, Letters, and rational Diſcourſes, but that 


did not hinder them from being publickly printed 
at Venice, even in the Time that they lay under 
Gg2 Con- 
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Condemnation, and of ſeveral other Editions af. 
terwards being printed and publiſh'd in the Face 
of the Magiltrates. 

IHE Yexertians in general are neither ſo lively 
nor ſo ingenious, as ſome other Natives of Italy: E 
the Reflections which they make on Things they n 
are about undertaking, is the Cauſe of their Slow. i 
ncis; they deliberate maturely on an Affair before 
they begin it, and very feldom miſs of bringing 
it to a good flue. The Men are generous, cun— 
ning, and extremely prudent ; the Women, haughty, 
inlolent, and, by no means, Slaves to the Vittue 
oi Chaitity. The Ladies of Rank at Fenice bare 
Hearts ſo tender, that a preſſing Lover, and a f4- 
vourable Opportunity, ſeldom mils of engaging 
them to capitulate; the Citizens Wives follow 
their Example, and the loweſt Claſs make Gal- 
Jantry a publick Trade, which has its Rules and 
Maxims. Of half a Score Girls that turn Pro— 
{titutes, nine are fold by Mothers and Aunts, who 
ſettle the Articles before-hand, viz. the Price of 
their Virginity, which is generally a hundred or 
two hundred Duckats, and the Time of Delivery, 
which is as ſoon as poſſible; and all with a View 
to procure them Husbands. A Mother, who bad 
fold her Daughter's Maidenhead to a Foreigner tor 
a couple ot hundred Duckats, finding him allatory 
on pretext of the Girl's not being fully ripe ; as ſhe 
was more skill'd in what related to Women's 
Abilities than this Gentleman, and knew that her 
Daughter could fully perform her Part, fhe could 
no longer bear Delays, and therefore went to bi 
Lodgings to know his laſt Reſolution. “ You 
& mult be ſo good, Sir, ſaid ſhe, as to determine 
ce yourlelf ſpeedily, for the Reverend Father who + 
e preaches at one of the molt noted Convents of 
« Venice, and whom ſhe named, has entered on 
* a Bargain, and already made a very 12 . 
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« Offer.” The Stranger, who was perhaps glad 
to wind himſelf out ot this Affair, and to fave his 
Money, conſented that the Reverend Father ſhould 


have the Purchaſe, who finiſhed it in due Form, 


not finding the Fruit ſo green as the Gentleman 
imagined. | ” 
BESIDES private Gallantries there's a ſurpri- 


ſing Number of Cartez4z5 in Venice, where they 
enjoy a tull Liberty, and are often in very great 
' Regard with the People: If any of their Keepers 


dilters happen to be Nuns, they go frequently to 
Vitit them, and are very graciouſly reccived, ſcl- 


dom leaving the Convents without Preſents of 


Confections and Agnus Der's ®, tor the Carteg aus 


Of Venice are as numerous and devout as thole at 
Nome; Saturdays are their Days of Faſting, they 
| liſt themſelves under the Protection of ſome Saint 
for whom they have a profound Vencration; in 
ſhort, they perform the Functions of their I rade 
very decently and piouſly. on 


THneERE's nothing fo diverting for a Philoſo- 


pher, or for any Man of Reaſon, than to take a 
Turn, about nine o'Ciock at Night, in Serena 


ſtreet, at Rome, he may lee two hundred Females 


ſitting very compoſedly at the Doors of their Houſes 
in Expectation of Cuſtomers: Wen any Adven- 
turer comes to purcgaſe what will colt him a long 


Repentance, like a Sultan he chuſes among the 


| Belles whom he thi ks molt deſerving of the Hand- 
kercbief, and is immediately conducted to her A- 


partment. The Rooms of thoſe Prieſteſſes of Ve- 
245 are much the lame, and all on a Level with 
the Ground; a little Bed with white Curtains, a 
Table, three wooden Chairs, the Image of a Ma- 


dona (before which there's a Lamp that ſerves alſo 
+ to light the Room) are the whole Furniture. Be- 


G g 3 fore 


1 A Piece of Wax bleſſed by he Pope. having the Print of 


a Lamb, oz ſome othes hol Hieroglyphick. 
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fore things are carried to a certain Point, there's 


I . . ou 

a Curtain drawn before the Image, that ſhe may M be: 
ſee no Indecencies ; and when all is over, the Pi- cu 
Eture is uncover'd; and this happens ten times in Gr 
a Day when Trade is brisk. 1 jilt 
W HAT a melancholy thing is it that Prejudice lie 
ſhould be carried to ſuch Lengths, and that Men try 
ſhould imagine Religion may be conciliated win ren 
ſuch Diſorders? AsIcan judge of thy Sentiments MW Lec 
by my own, I'm perſuaded thou'it readily join with {WW thi 
me in commiſerating the unhappy Fate of a de- lan 
Juded World. Adieu. | Cl 
Fenice, . ane 

| 0 
VVV 
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LETTER I. 3 

AARON MON cECA 7 Jacos BRITO. I M 
| gan 
] HAvE narrowly eſcaped the greateſt Danger! 1 La 
ever was, or ſhall be, I hope, expoſed to while 3 bo 

I live; one Step further and I was undone: What . the 
a dreadtul Precipice! and how I tremble to think |} Jo) 
where my Folly and Raſhneſs led me! the diſmal tha 
Proſpect dims my Sight, chills my Blood, infee- 1 
bles all my Joints, and throws me al moſt into Fits: bis 
What Thanks! what Acknowldgements are not 1 T« 
owing to kind Providence for this miraculous De- fir: 


liverance! and — but I forget that I ſhould have 
told thee my Caſe Know then, dear Friend, 
that Aaron Monceca was within a Hair's Breath ot 
being caught in Capid's Net: Drawn by a lovel), 
witty, pretty, fickle, Creature; judge then to what 
a terrible State I muſt have been reduced, had it 


been my Fate to become the Slave of 19 danger: 
„„ 
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I Taiſe the Siege, he revenges himſelf on his Rivals, 
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ous a Beauty; a Heart ſuch as mine could never 
bear with a French Girl's Notions of Love; ac- 
cuſtomed to the Sincerity and plain Dealing of the 
Grecian Ladies, I could never put up with the 
jilting coquetiſh Ways of the French, and I be- 
lieve none can but he who is a Native of the Coun- 
try and knows no other Behaviour. The Naza- 
renes in general are greatly miſtaken about true 
Love, and I dare venture to affirm that it is a 


thing unknown in France, Italy, Germany, Eng- 


land, and even in Spain; Aſia alone is the happy 
Climate where that Paſſion governs with Delicacy 
and Reaſon ; but as thou may not have adverted 
to the Nazerenes Manner of managing their A- 


mours, I ſhall bricfly give thee my Thoughts of 


each Country. 
TAKE a Frenchman's own Word for't and he's 


all Flame, but it's all Grimace; fickle and un- 


ſteady in his Temper, and naturally giddy-headed, 
he dances, fings, whiſtles, and cuts Capers to his 
Mittreſs ; the Moment he ſucceeds, ſhe's forſaken, 
and it ſhe's cruel, he's eaſy; a Verſe or two of 
Lampoon is a ſufficient Revenge for his loſt La- 
bour; away he drives after new Game, and acts 


the very Part that he did with his Inſenſible; En- 


joyment cools him, and Rigour diſguſts him, ſo 
that nothing can fix his Inconſtancy. | 
AN Italian, ſteady in his Projects, and firm in 
his Reſolves, attacks a Heart as a General does a 
Town, he diſpoſes his Batteries, inveſts his Mi- 


ſtreſs's Houſe to prevent Rivals from throwing 


themſelves into it, keeps ſecret Correſpondence 
with a Wating- Woman, or ſome other domeltick 
Spy, and if his Attack proves ſucceſsful, Madam 
is confined during Life, and, as a Reward of her 
Atfection, loſes her Liberty; but if he's forced to 


by 
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by Poiſon; and on the Object of his Love, by the 

baſeſt Calumnies that Rage and Malice can deviſe. 
THe Erglifhmarn's Pride diſdains the Conqueſt 

of a Heart that makes the leaſt Struggle, he hag 

ſuch a good Opinion of his own Merit, that he 


thinks no Woman can be Proof againſt it, neither 


does he think himſelf indebted to her for comply- 


ing; if he's lov'd, 'tis but what he deſerves; and 


it otherwiſe, he's eaſy under the Diſappointment, 
not doubting but others will be clearer lighted; 
he reckons that his Riches ſhould meaſure his good 
Luck, and judges of a Heart by the Guineas which 
it coſts him. 

THe phlegmatick German is not eaſily moved, 
his flow, dull, cautious, and thoughtful Temper 
renders him inſenſible, and without Bacchus all 
Cupid's Art is vain; his Paſſion grows with Wine, 
and evaporates with its FFumes; if ſometimes he 


runs away from dear Indifference, Phlegm ſoon 


brings him back, and makes him cold as Grees- 


land Ice. E 
TH E proud Spaniard imagines that he loves to 


Madneſs, and will ſwear to you that the malici- 


ous little God tofles him up and down like a 
Tennis-Ball ; all Day long he ſighs in the Church, 
and all Night under his Mittrets's Windows, where 
in Carnaval Time he plays on his Guittar, and in 
Lent piouſly whips himſelt for the Honour of his 
Dolcinia *; all the Saints are called to his Al- 
ſiſtance, particularly St. Francis and St. Anthony, 
and if no Help comes from Heaven, he has rc- 
courſe to Hell, conſulting Conjurers, Wizards, 
and Witches, not in the leaſt apprehenſive 5 tne 

| | Ls | qu 

* *Tis a conſtant Crſtom in Spain to make Proceſſions n 
the N:ghi-t me during the Holy Week, a gieat Many whip 


themſelve in :heStree:s by way f Pennance, and when he) 


come uuder their Miſtteſſes Wii Cows, they mike a Fouſe nd 
give themiclves a hundied hearty Laſhes to hex 4104v8L Al 
Glory, 


3 BE 2 


1 ſpoke Reaſon and prevail'd, for I reſolved to ſee 
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Inquiſition : Is he happy, he forgets all the Trou- 
ble and Pains he's been at, and, which is more, 
even his Love; and perhaps ſtabs the Perſon whom 
he adored, more from a Motive of Vanity than 
Jealouly. : 

In Aſia Love is a ſoft ſolid Paſſion, not render- 
ing Hearts furious, but laying them under an agree- 
able Diſquiet ; no Invocations, nor Conjurations, 
no Whipings, nor Macerations, to obtain a Lady's 
Favour; and ſeldom, very ſeldom, fee we Men, 
in that happy Country, cloy'd with the Poflcflion 
of what they once loved, ſo that they're leſs guilty 
of Follies for the Women than the Frexch, but 
more ſincere and conſtant in Love. 

IN Nazarene Countries Men are the principal 
Cauſe of ſome of the Fair Sex's Failings, by the 
daily Examples they ſet before them of Treachery 
and Falſhood: A Woman, who knows that her 
Husband commits Adultery, and that he looks 
upon the Crime as a meer Piece of Gallantry, be- 


lieves ſhe may do ſo too. A young Perſon whom 


a Lover abandons, after, a thouſand ſolemn Pro- 
miſes and reiterated Oaths, imaghnes that Perjury 


and Infidelity are but trivial Faults, ſince her Lo- 


ver's Reputation is not ſtain'd by them. 


NEVER Man was expoſed to more imminent 


Danger than I, my Heart felt already all the firſt 
Impreſſions of a deep and dangerous Paſſion, my 
longing Eyes could bear no Objects but the be- 
witching Features of my Fair, and, in one Word, 


I could have kiſs'd the Chains that were to fetter 
me, when happily Reaſon and Reflection came 


to my Relief, and reſcued me from Ruin. 1 con- 
lidered what a boiiterous Sea I was to navigate, 
what Storms I muſt expect to meet with, and, 


; perhaps, be ſhipwreck'd ere I reach'd the Port, or 


diſappointed of my Expectations when in it: Thus 


the 
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the Charmer no more, and Abſence completed the 
Cure. I would not be thought to make a Merit 
of my Inſenfibility, for I ſcarce think there's any 
Man who has not, once in his Life, felt Cz9:4's 
Darts; but if I muſt love, I would not have my 
Paſſion to prove a Puniſhment, but to contiibute 
towards my Happineſs. 

I LAUGH at thoſe Philoſophers, who have 
made a Merit of being always inſenſible; 1 could 
as ſoon pardon a Man for boaſting that he had 
betn always ſtupid; for after all, my dear Bette, 
Tenderneſs for the Fair Sex is the nobleſt Preſent 
that Heayen has beſtowed on us: Is it not the 


Delicay of Sentiments that diſtinguiſhes us from 


other Animals? and is it not to the ardent Deſire 
of pleaſing, that we're indebted for our moſt 
curious Diſcoveries? Sculpture and the Art of 
Drawing were the happy Invention of an inge- 
nious Miſtreſs; and 'tis pretended that Love gave 
the firſt Idea of Writing: Were we to trace the 
moſt conſiderable Events to their Original, we 
ſhould find that Love had been the Source of all. 
Europe owes to this Paſſion the greateſt Part of 
its Diverſions; and were it not for the Entertait- 
ment of the Fair Sex, many Pleaſures would 
never have been thought of. The Vulgar maße 
de their Court to their Sweet-hearts with Wine, 
« Confections, and Dainties; the Men of Qui 
« lity and Fortune divert their Belles with Plays, 
« Balls, Maſquerades, and Country Jaunts.” With 
out Love, all Nature would languiſh; tis the 
Soul of the World, and the Harmony of ths 
Univerſe. God gave Man, at bis Creation, à na- 
tural Propenſity to the Female Sex; and as this 
Inclination is a Preſent made us by the Divinit), 
we ought by no Means to be aſham'd of it; We 


only follow the natural Impulſe, which m 
| * li 
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our Vices and Debauchery. 

'Tis my Opinion, that the Naxarenes are moſtly 
addicted to criminal Love, that's to fay, a Wo- 
man, whom they can't love without being guilty 
of a Crime, has more Charms than another, par- 
ticularly the French, who maintain that Mairiage 
is the Bane of Love, and that this Paſſion is dull 
and languid without a 1ſmall Seaſoning of Sin. 
hey tell us, on this Head, a pretty remarkable 
Story, which I don't take upon me to certify for 

Fact, tho' mention'd by an Hiſtorian of great Au- 
thority *: ' is commonly reported by tie Debo- 

ſhees in France, that the End oi the civii Wars 

which brought their Country to the very Briul: of 
| Deltruction, in the Beginning of Henry 1 V's Reign, 
Was owing to two or three Czrtezans. The Duke 
of Maienue, Chief of the Confederacy againit this 
Monarch, was of a flow and dilatory I emper, 
which favour'd the bold Enterpriſes of his Enemy: 
In the Heat ot the Rebellion, having, misfortu— 
nately for him, been prevail'd upon to go to Car- 
| zavalet Houſe with four or five of his Friends, he 
Was puilty of a Debanch with ſome Women of 
| Pleaſure, who made him a Preſent that confined 
him to his Room for ſeveral Days ; but the Af- 

fairs of his Party allowing him only to take pal- 
liative Remedies, the Poiſon tortified itlelf within, 
and render'd him ſtill more heavy, ſullen, and 


woroſe; and, in his Perſon, cnervated the Vigour 
ot the Faction: In Effect, the Duke, in a little 
„lime after this Adventure, wearied and fatigued 


with the Toils of War, harken'd to Propoſals of 
75 Peace. | 


Haß the Duke's Adventure happened to Hemry 
„ IV. the Papiſt Hiſtorians of thoſe Days, great Lo- 
vers of Prodigies, would have certainly tranſmit- 


ted 


* Meterai, 1 Mexerai's Chrono), abridg. Anno 1549, 


thing criminal while it remains uncorrupted by 
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ted to Poſterity the Miracle of the three Carte ay; 
in favour of the League; but as this Accident re- 
garded the Chief of the holy Society, they have 
taken care not to ſay a Word about it. 
I' EIS Story is a Proof evident enough of the 
Debauchery and Incontinence of Nazarezes ; they 
condemn the 7zrks for Plurality of Wives, whit 
they ruin their Healths, and loſe themſelves with 
common Proſtitutes whom they call © Creaturcs 
« made to ſoiten the Cares of Lite.” All the Peo- 
ple that are rich have them in Pay; and they who 
belong to Farmers-general, or Undertakers, are 
the happieſt, they ſqueeze conliderale Sums from 
their fat Lovers, and ſhare in the Spoils of the 
Widow and the Orphan. Thoſe who have Men 
of Quality for Lovers, ſpend commonly what they 
get; tor twenty Years perhaps they live at Rack 
and Manger, are coach'd about Town in a hanc- 
ſome Chariot, with Livcries proportionable. 
But when the Wrinkles ceaſe the Face,) 
Poor Punk is caſhir'd by his Grace, 
And blooming Peg put in her Place. 
TE Clergy act more handſomely and conſci- 
_entiouſly with their diſcarded Miſſes, for they ge- 
nerally allow them a ſmall Matter to keep Soul 
and Body together: Whether this Generolity docs 
not rather proceed from a Regard to their owl 
Characters, and to prevent Clamours, than from 4 
Principle of Generoſity, or Gratitude tor paſt Set- 
- vices, I won't pretend to determine. = 
FAREWEL, my dear Brito, may thou proſper 
in thy worldly Concerns; and may it be thy Fate 
to get a Wite chaſte and faithful, the Glory 0 
Iſrael, and trom whom may ſpring that Lamp which 
is to illuminate Nations. 
Farin, 
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LETTER LI. 


AARON MON CEC A r ISAac ON IS. 


1 12 under the greateſt Impatience to hear from 
thee, and till I have that Pleaſure I can't be eaſy. 


I ſhall not receive the Books from Holland but in 
ſix Weeks, nor can I ſend them till I hear of thy 
Arrival in Egyyt. By the Letters which I have 
received from /Moſes Rodrigo, I lee that he has been 
at great Pains to chuſe the very belt that could be 
found on Hiſtory, and l'm hopeful they'll give 
thee great Satisfaction: I look upon good Books 
of that Kind as ineſtimable Treaſures ; their Scar- 
city augments their Value, and ten Ages ſcarce 
produce four or five Hiſtorians who attain to Per- 
tection. | | i 

I TOLD thee in ſome of my former Letters 
with what Obſcurities ancicnt Hiltory was clouded, 
and what Difficulty there was to diſcover 1 ruth 
in thoſe remote Ages: Come we nearer to our 
own Times we meet with another Difficulty no— 
thing inferior; the vaſt Number of Hiſtorians, and 


the Want of Knowledge and Capacity in moſt of 


them, throw the Mind into Confuſion, and are 
very hurtful to that Exactneſs which we are to en- 
deavour, in order to the right placing of Facts, 


with a View to make, as it were, a Collection of 
them in our Minds, and to make the proper Ule 
of them upon Occaſion, by the Aſſiſtance of Mem- 
mory. A confuſed Collection of a thouſand uſe- 
leſs Things, with WR Hiſtorians ſtuff their 
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Works, enervates the Reader's Underſtanding; 
and the Multitude of Facts, either falſe, or of 
little or no Uſe, carries off the Attention which 
ought not to be taken up but with Matters ot Im- 
portance. 

I' E ancient Greek and Latin Hiſtorians, which 
are tranſmitted down to our Days, have been re- 
fined by Time; when I ſay refin'd, I don't mean 
their Works, of which we're ſo unlucky as to 
have loſt conſiderable Pieces, but only that they 
alone have reach'd us without being condemn'd 
to Death or Oblivion, the Fate of many of their 
Co-temporaries; for all Ages have been peltered 
with bad Authors, whoſe Writings have never been 
handed down to Poſterity ; ſo ſee we that the Works 


which we have now remaining were eſteemed above 


all others in Athens and in ancient Rowe. 

THe Reaſon of a good Book's being preſerved, 
preferrably to an ordinary or a bad one, is ſo ob- 
vious, that it needs not ſtrong Arguments to evince 
it: We're as careful about preſerving what is va- 


luable, as we're indifferent about what we deſpiſe, 


The Greek and Roman Hiſtorians are precious De- 
poſitums, which twenty Centuries have handed 
down to us, and which we are to tranſmit, with 
the ſame Care, to Poſterity. 

A THOUSAND Years hence our Succeſſors will 
have none but our beſt Hiſtorians ; Snuff-ſhops, 


HButter-women, and Duſt, will prevent the bad ones 


from being a Plague to Polterity, at the ſame time 


that they'll revenge the preſent Age againſt tboſe 


Grab-ftreet Perſormances. The illuſtrious De 74 
will reach the moſt diſtant Times: Mezerat, and 


_ Tome other Hiltorians, tho' leſs perfect than the fol- 


mer, will be eſteemed by After-Ages : But how man) 
Authors will periſh one after another? And bo 
many are there already, who, poor Abortives, art 
dead the very Moment of their Birth ? Who Nor 
| el 


KW 
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Joern have been ſtiffled in the Cradle? Alas! who at 


| this preſent Time can fafely ſay that he knows a 


L | hundred Books compoled only twenty Years fince? 
E What Mortal is there who 
E Regard to good Taſte, and to guard his Mind againſt 
pompous TI rifles, amplified with many ele fe No- 
things) dares to read the pretended Hiſtory of rhe 
ſeven wiſe Men, by Larrey, aug 


(it he has but the leaſt 


gmented With tlie 

Remarks of another Author, yet worſe than the 
Body of the Work, and which have no other Me- 
rit, but that they're as ſhort as uſeleſs? The Hiltory 
of Louis XIV. and that of Wiiliam III. . Written 
by the ſame Author, are alſo come to their End: 

Our Succeſſors will not be put to the Drudgery 
of reconciling this Author to bimſelf, who alter- 
nately makes thoſe two Monarchs Heroes, and 
but very ordinary Princes. In the Hiſtory of Louis 
XIV. William III. is but a very ſo ſo Man; aud 
in the Hiſtory of the latter, Louis XIV. becomes 
a Hero of ſuch an obſcure Merit, that we can 
ſcarce know him; our Succeſſors, 1 iay, Will in- 
form themſelves of the Actions of thoſe Monarchs, 


who were really great Men, in the Works of ſome 


good Author, who will keep up to the Decency 
due to Hiſtory, and to the Reſpect which I ruth 
requires. 

I DoN'T 8 my dear Iſaac, to give thee 
a particular Liſt of all the Books that we daily 


ſee coming into the World, and going out of it, 
of which Number are theſe; Hiſtory of the Nego- 


tiations of the Peace of Mimeguen; a Work of 


an infipid Stile, without Order and Conduct, a 


Series of low Politicks, and Facts told over and 
over: The Preſent State of the United Proviaces ; 


a poor, untimely, imperfect Child, which owes 


its precipitate Birth to the Deſire that the Author 
had of being before-hand with another, who was 
H h at 


* The Fiftory of England, 
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at work upon the ſame Subject: Hiſtory of Py 
land under the Reign of Auguſtus II. inſipid Col- 
tection of Gazezzes, augmented and enlarged with 
a tedious Collection of Pieces; a Work of which MW 
the low and creeping Stile perfectly agrees win ſtr 
the Author's looſe and diſorderly Manner of dif- MW thi 
poſing the Facts. SD 0 
THERE'S a great many other Books of this 
Kind, but their Demand is ſo ſmall, that they do *2 
but little Harm to Literature and to Sciences: WF 7 
But it's not ſo with Reſpe& to the Works of cer. V 
tain Authors, very dangerous for corrupting the 1 W 
Taſte, and pernicious in the Republick of Letters, | ©" 
They have a beautiful Out- ſide, and ſeem to be 
ſupported on a glorious Foundation, on which 23 
nevertheleſs there's nothing good rear'd up. Thoſe MW 
Writers are the Continuators of Works begun 1 
by ſome illuſtrious Men: Under the Shadow of 1 !* 


bh, thoſe firſt Authors they impoſe upon the Publick, 0 
[i and ſpunge, it I may uſe the Expreſſion, a Repu- © n 
Þ tation which by no means belongs to them: But x 
[/ this is of ſhort Duration; when their Works ar: 1 ©* 
k carefully conſider'd, and theſe new Tomes com- 5 
lj pared with the firſt, they're ſoon look'd upon as b. 

| Baſtards laying Claim to the Name of a Father, ; 

_ who never begat them: Such are the Cont1nn2tors MW a 


of Foſephas, Grotins, Mezerai, Puffendorff, Baſſuet, al 

Kapin-Thoiras, and ſeveral others. a 
THE Credit which good Books have acquired p 

in the Publick, would diſcourage thoſe who con- 


tinue them, did they but conſider how dangerous 
Rivals they have, to whom they muſt give a con- Mm 
ſtant Attendance : An ordinary Diamond is eclips'd I © 0 
by a Brillant, it diſplays a greater Brightneſs when 1 . 
alone, and ſeems to be leſs imperfect: The Conti- ba 

nmuation of the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory by Heuri would Wo | 
be an accompliſhed Piece, were it not darkened by |: þ 

the Beauty ot the firſt Work; the laſt Volume f 2 
| | or 
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Don Quixote would pleaſe well enough had they 
not been preceded by the firit. 

To continue a Work, a Man muſt have a 
ſtronger Imagination, and a more lively Genius, 
than the firſt Author, who had no more to do but 
to follow his Ideas in a plain and natural Man- 
ner, whereas the other is tied down and contin'd 
to the Pattern ſet before him; his Imagination 
muſt trace the Foot-{teps of the Perſon whoſe 
Work he continues, or elſe it will appear to be 
made of two dirfcrent Pieces, not at all reſembling 
one another. | 

THE great Number of ordinary and bad Wri— 
ters are a mighty Hindrance to our Progreſs in 
the Study of Hiſtory; the firſt Care of thoſe who 
apply to it ſhould be a proper Choice of Books, 
in order to be truly inform'd of Facts; they mult 


be miſtruſtful of partial Authors, of thoſe Who 
have not had an Opportunity of knowing exactly 


the Matter which they treated, and of thote who 


have not wrote but for ſordid Gain : If we reſtrict 


ourſelves to Hiſtorians who are not tax'd with 
ſuch Faults, *tis true, we'll have but a ſmall Num- 
ber to peruſe, but we ſhall learn more in that few 


than in the immenſe Collection of others, and be 


aſſured that the Facts, regularly ſet in Order, ate 
contormable to the ſtricteſt Truth. | 

To learn Hiſtory in an Author devoted to a 
Party, is to judge of a Law-ſuit by the Pleadings 
of the Counſellor for one of the Parties: To read 
an ignorant Hiſtorian, or who is but indifferently 


informed in what he writes, to chuſe him for our 
Conductor in finding out the Truth of Facts which 
We want to be informed of, is to give the Prefe- 
Z rence to a blind Man as our Leader in a dar 


Road; to found our Belief on the Authority of an 


KAuthor hired to write, is to ſeek Truth in a Pane- 
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IHE famous Gregorio Let: pretended, after 
Machiadel, that an Hiſtorian ought neither to have 
Religion nor Country; but I think he had done bet- 
ter to have ſaid neither Country nor Parſe; for as 
to Keligion, beſides the Impicty of ſuch a Senti- 
ment, it lays us under no Conſtraint of diſguiſing 
Truth. De Thou was a Nazarene Papiſt, and is as 
much eſteemed by Proteſtants as thoſe of his own 
Communion: I know very well that in all Re- 
ligions there are many extravagant People who 
can't bear that we ſhould blame the Faults of thoſe 


Who are of their Faith, nor extol the Virtues of 


thoſe whom they think in an Error ; but an Hiſto- 
rian writes not for Perſons ſo full of Prejudice and 
Weakneſs, vile Slaves to their falſe Devotion; 
Jet them remain Dupes to Prieſtcraſt, and com- 
pletely fill their Minds with Chimeras extracted 
from the Books of Monks and Italian Prelates; 
they'll find in theſe Works a Series of Invectives 
againſt illuſtrious Perſons, who, while they lived, 
deſerved the Eſteem of the whole Univerſe. 
T'mne molt of the Nagarene Papiſt Writers are 
ſubject to be led away by their Paſſions, and to 
defame all who oppoſe them, without regard to 
Truth; they think themſelves authoriſed by ſome 
of their ancient Doctors, whom they call Fathers: 
Thoſe People launched out into Invectives againlt 
all who were not of their Opinion, neither reſped- 
ing Merit nor Rank, all was equal to them: li 
Credit had been given to their Works they would 
have tranſmitted to Poſtrity Julian, whom they 
called Apoſtate, as a horrible Monſter, tho' he 


had no other Fault but that of abandoning theit 


Religion “*: That Prince was chaſte, moderate, jun 
EY an 


* None has cleared Julian better of the Calumnies of the 
Fathers than La Mothe-le-vayer, * Don't we know,“ lays he 


in 4 ceitain Pait of his Encomiums on this Prince,“ wu . 
oy 


at 
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and as brave and eloquent as Cæſar. Judge by 
this what Certainty the Nag arenes ought to have 
of paſt 'T'ranſaQtions, particularly of thoſe in which 
their Religion was concerned. 

THERE's ſtill another Sort of Books, pernici- 
ous in the Study of Hiſtory, which give but ob- 
ſcure Ideas, of no Uſe for our Inſtruction. The 
Reading of ſuch Books is ſo much loſt Time, 
which might be better employed, they ordinarily 
give to ſuch Writings remarkable Titles, which 
are all that's good in them; in this Claſs may be 
rank'd a Book, of which I have juſt now finiſhed 
the Reading, viz. Introdudion to the Hiſtory of 
Aſia, Africa, aud America, by Bruzen la Macrti- 
niere, a Collection of Facts known to every body, 
and confuſedly placed; a Work in which there's 
nothing well digeſted, nothing new, nothing truly 


inſtructive, and, to finiſh the Character, writ in a 


weak and flagging Stile: At firſt Sight the Reader 
is ſtruck with the Title, but *twas ſcarce worth 


while to take the Hint from PaffendorfF to make 
{0 bad uſe of it. 


 ADIEv, my dear Iſaac; let me hear from thee; 
and may thy Proſperity exceed thy Wiſhes. 


. 
Paris, 


LETTER 


great Applauſe with which — Jevian was received by the 
Soldiery, when they demandcd him for Emperor, proceeded 
only from the Reſemblance of Names? Now, it's certain 
that a good Part of the Soldiers were Chriſtians, of which 
their electing a Prince of our Religion is a ſufficient 
Proof; from whence then could proceed ſuch a Teſtimo- 
ny of Affection to the Memory of an Idolater, a Perſecu- 
ter of the Faithful, if we don't attribute it to thoſe royal 
and ſhining Virtues that rendered him lovely and praiſe- 
worthy?” La Mothe-le-vayer on the Virtue of the Pagans, of his 
Works Tom, I, Pag. 696, Folio Edition. 8 
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LETTER Lit. 
Jacos BRIT O 70 AARON Moncreca 


MARE it my conſtant Study to be inſtructed 
in the Manners of different People, and I com- 
pare, with great Pleaſure, the Genius's and Cu- 
ſtoms of the different Nations which I viſit. The 
Venetiaus are not as the reſt of the Halians, ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly devoted to the Sentiments of the Monks 
and Prieſts; they make uſe of their Reaſon, and, 
improving the Light of Nature which Heaven has 
beſtowed on them to direct their Conduct, their 
Minds are not inſlaved by Bigotry, which renders 
Men ſoft and effeminate. I have obſerved in my 
Travels through Italy, that the People are more 
or leſs timorous and degenerate, as they're more 
or leſs ſubjected to Monks, whoſe mean and fla- 
viſn Ideas abaſe the Hearts of thoſe who imitate 
them, or keep their Company. 
I' EIS Reflection leads me to a ſecond upon 
the Nazarene Religion: There's no diſputing but 
that many who profeſs it are couragious and va- 
liant, and yet it ſeems only proper to make Co- 
wards; their Doctors inſpire them with the Con- 
tempt of Injuries and of Poverty; they even order 
them to love their Enemies, and thoſe who per- 
ſecute them: Theſe Precepts are directly contrary 
to the Ideas of Honour, which requires to a pub- 
lick Affront a ſignal Revenge. n 
Ir Julius Caſar, in place of the Roman Leg" 
ons, had got two hundred thouſand Men, who 


had made it their Morning's Work to tel! on 


W 
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devout Soldiers, was the Defence of their Coun- 
try and of their God, for whom they would have 
E cared Death: But there's more than this requiſite 
to make good Troops; to acquire Reputation in 
the Buſineſs of War, we muſt do all the Miſchief 
we can to the Enemy; ſuch as, preventing, ſur- 
PFfriſing, putting all to the Sword, burning their Ma- 
CLarines, pillaging and ſtarving them; all theſe Ac- 
tions are to be gone about with ſuch Expedition, 
that there's no Time for conſulting Caſuiſts to 
know if it's fit, upon any ſuch Occaſion, to kill 
or to burn. An Army would make no great Pro- 
greſs, if, before a Council of War was to delibe- 
rate on giving Battle, the ſupreme Council of Di- 
Vines was to be aſſembled to determine, Whether 
the Caſe was lawful or not, and if we were to go 


to the Enemy, or to avoid them? Were I a Ge- 


neral, I ſhould rather chuſe to conſult the Entrails 


of Victims, or the ſacred Birds, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Ancients; the worſt that could 
happen would be, in Imitation of an illuſtrious 
Roman, to drown them, if they refuſed to eat, 
that they might drink more at their eaſe, and that 
the Augury might be the more favourable*: But 
Divines would not be ſo eaſily managed as Birds; 
a thouſand endleſs Diſputes would ſtart up amongſt 
them, and the devout Army would be ten Times 


beat before they had ſettled even the Preliminaries 
of the Caſe of Conſcience in debate. Ihe Mar- 
F nal Biron would certainly have refuſed the Com- 


mand 


| ? * Augur, Soothſayer, or Diviner, he that foretold Fututities 


by the flying, ſinging, or feeding of Birds. 
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their Beads, and the Afternoon's to read their Veſ- 
pers, and who had bore all Injuries with the Pa- 
tience and Tranquility of a Stoick, or a Naza- 
rene (as they ſay themſelves) I doubt much it that 
> Roman had ever conquered a ſingle Village of the 
Cauls, all that he could have expected from ſuch 
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mand of ſuch an Army, he, who broke a Captain 
for no other Fault but that he uſed too great Pre- 
cautions againſt the Proſecutions of the Sollicitor- 
General: Areyou of thoſe People, ſaid he, who 
« are ſo afraid of Juſtice? you ſhall never ſerve 
_ © me more; for a Soldier that fears a Pen muſt 
& be afraid of a Sword.” What would this Duke 
have done, think'ſt thou, to a Soldier, or an Off- 
cer, who had ask'd Permiſſion to conſult with bis 
DireQor before he took the Field? for my part 
I'm perſuaded he would have treated him as a ſa- 
cred Bird. 

THE Nazarenes themſelves agree that their Con- 
duct and Actions, in time of War, are intirely 
contrary to the Spirit of their Religion; but they 
throw the Evils that are committed on thoſe who 
govern the States, and who ought not to engage 
the People but in juſt Wars; this firit Principle 
laid down, they get over all other Scruples, and 
rob, kill, and burn, Sc. without ſo much as con- 
ſulting the Chaplains in their Armies as numerous 
as the Szzlers; for the Monks have ſome ſmal! 
Credit even with the Soldiers; they're ſo artful 
that they draw Advantages from the very People 
that eſteem them leaſt: But they have no manner 
of Authority at Venice; the Senate, jealous of its 
Power, would ſacrifice all the Monks in the Unr 
verſe if they pretended to cabal and to form Pat- 
ties, and the leaſt Step this way would be enough 
to hang the Superior of the moſt noted Convent 
of Venice: Let him only but talk a little freely of 
the Government, and his Buſineſs is quickly done. 
In this Country, People mult be as reſerved, with 
reſpe& to the Miniſtry, as they may be free with 
others, and it's almoſt as dangerous to praiſe as 
to blame them. The FVenetiaus are againſt Peoples 
ſpeaking either one way or other of their Govern 
ment; all Enquiries into that are odious, and the] 
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are for Peoples looking upon it as the Athenians 
did upon the unknown God, to whom they had 
erected an Altar, * and whom they filently ho— 
noured without ſpeaking of his Qualities or Attri= 
butes. 5 . 

A GEN OESE Sculpter being at Work in a 
Church belonging ro the Jcſuits, who had cauſed 


him to come to Venice upon that Account; two 


Frenchmen, Strangers, going one Day to lee his 
Work, after ſome Encomiums on the Beauty of 
it, fell inſenſibly into Diſcourſe with him on the 
Government of the Republick : Theſe Frenchmen, 
according to the laudable Cuſtom among them 
ot condemning every thing in foreign Countries, 
launch'd out into InveCtives againſt the Senate and 
the Republick ; the Title of Pantaloons, or But- 
toons, was ſeveral Times beſtowed upon the Se- 
nators; the honeſt Sculpter ſtood ſtifly up for 
the Venetiaus, but his Adverſaries were two to one, 
and gave no Quarter. 

THE next Day, after this Converſation, the 
Council of State ſent for the poor Genoeſe, who 
ſhook from Head to Foot when he appeared be- 
fore the Senators, intirely ignorant for what he 
was accuſed, and little dreaming of the Frenchmen 
that he had ſeen the Day before. When he en- 
tered the Council-Hall, he was asked if he would 
know the Perſons again with whom he had con- 


verſed on the Government of the Republick ? This 
Queſtion augmented his Fright, and he anſwered, 


trembling, That he was ſure he had ſaid nothing 
to the Diſadvantage of the Republick : He was 


| then ordered to go into another Chamber, where 
be immediately ſaw the Frenchmen hung up and 


dead, upon which he thought his laſt Hour was 


come: Being carried back to the Hall, the Preſi- 


dent told him gravely, © Another time, Friend, 


* Deo ignoto. 
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„% hold your Peace, our Republick has occaſion IM 
„for no ſuch Protectors as you;” upon which | 
he was diſmiſſed. The poor Man, almoſt trighten'g | 
out of his Wits with what he had ſeen, left e.. 
vice directly, without bidding adieu to the Monks 
for whom he was working, and made a ſolemn} MW | 
© Oath that they ſhould never catch him there again. 

IF the Inquiſition of State be ſo terrible in this 
Country, that of the Church has no Power; thi 
Tribunal, which the Nazarenes term Holy Offce, 
1s compoled of the Father Inquiſitor, the Pope's 
Nuncio, Reſident at Venice, the Patriarch of the 
City, a noble Venetian, and of two other Nobles 
choſen among the principal Senators, without the 
Preſence of whom nothing that's done is of any 
Force or Validity. The Eſtates of thoſe who ate 


condemned by the Inquiſition go to their Heirs, 1 « 
ſo that the Monks at Venice can neither tyrannize t 
over the People, nor uſurp their Effects. The t. 


Books, whatever way they're writ, or whatever MW a 
Subject they treat of, are no ways liable to tie n 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction ; the Civil Government 1 L£ 
reſerves wholly to itſelf the Cogniſance ot what o 
regards the Preſs, and therefore every one is tn 
Liberty to publiſh what he thinks proper at Venice, n 
prouided he keeps clear of the Republick. Ihe a 


principal Books of all Religions have been printed 1: 
in this City; the Fews have made a new Edition p. 
of their Talmud: Leon of Modena and ſeveral others li 
have here publiſhed their Works, and even tir We tl 
Turks have had their Alcoran printed at ear; WA cl 
but what is moſt ſurpriſing, we fee Books printed - Bb 
here againſt the Monks, Prieſts, and Soverei b! 
Pontives “, not only authoriſed by the Magiſtrate, 1 © 
but even received with Applauſe. 8 th 
THe Venetians make their Religion ſubſervieit WY tt 
to their Politicks, and adapt their Faith 5 * 4 
n | Good le 


* Hiſtory of the Council of Treme, by Fra, Paolo, Cc. 
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Good of the State, according to Times and Cir- 
cumſtances. They permit the Univerſity of Pa- 
dua to give the Doctor's Cap, without obliging 
thoſe, who receive the Degrees, to make the Pro- 
feſſion of Faith order'd by the Pontives; ſo that 
the Body of Venetian Doctors is compoſed of Na- 
zarexe Papiſts, Nazareze Schiſmaticks, Nazarene 
Hereticks, Fews, and even Turhs, if a Cadis at 
Conſtantinople ſhould take it in's Head to have the 
Cap. *Tis the Opinion of the Republick, that 
the Path which leads to Science ought to be free 
to all Men; and that it's barbarous to exclude 
them from it, under the vain Pretext of Religion, 
which ought not to exempt us of the Lies neceſ- 
lary for the Tranquility and Good of Society. 
THE Venetiaus are 1o attentive to procure the 
Conveniencies of Life to all Mankind in general, 
that they're provident, even to a Fault, in what 
they think may be uſeful to them. Some Years 


ago the Number of Curtezans being much dimi— 
niſh'd, the Republick cauſed Strangers to be brought. 
> Doglioni, who has wrote on.the remarkable Things 


of Fenice, highly extols the Prudence of the Se- 


nate, who, in providing for the Neceſſities of hu- 


man Weakneſs, have ſecured the Honour of chaſte 


and modeſt Women, againſt whoſe Virtue thou- 


ſands of Traps would have been laid. I'is im- 


> poſſible that the Care of Magiſtrates for the pub- 
lick Good can be more extended than even to 
think of Means to ſatisfy the Deſires of Debau- 
chees and Rakes, and to diſſipate the Fears of 
jealous Husbands: None but Venetiaus are capa- 
ble of ſuch Foreſight and Exactneſs: But, with 
Doglioni's Leave, I think this Action deſerves not 
the Encomiums which be has been pleaſed to be- 


ſtow upon it: To prevent the Inſults which ho- 
neſt Women might have been expoſed to from 
lewd Men, I think they bad done better to imi- 
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tate the Example of Siætus-quintus, when he by. 
niſh'd the Curtezans from Rome. This Pontife 
puniſh'd Vice with the utmoſt Severity, ſo that 
Fear reſtrain'd the Exceſſes of Libertines and 
Ramblers; but the Lenetians have milder Maxims, 
and imitate certain German Prelates, who, in for- 
mer Times, permitted the Prieſts and Monks of 
their Dioceſes to have Concubines, upon Condi- 
tion that they ſhould pay a certain yearly Tribute“: 
The Republick does the ſame, and from the Sins 
of the Curtezans draw yearly into the publick 
Jreaſure above a hundred thouſand Zechins. 
 AD1EvV, my dear Moxceca, may Proſperity at- 
tend all thy Undertakings. 


Fenice, Mx. 


* See the Centum gravamina, apud Wolffium, Lectionum M.emorabil, 
Vol. 11, Pag. 223, 
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IS AAC On1s, formerly Rabby, now Caraite, 10 
AARON MON cE A. 


Bo ur eight Days ago, my dear Monceca, I 
took an eternal Leave of the Imperial Ci- 
ty; and, Thanks be aſcrib'd to the God of our 
Fathers, got clear off, without any bad Accident. 
My ancient Brethren were ignorant of the Caule 
of my Departure, having made them believe, that 
I was going to Smyrna about Buſineſs, where I'm 
happily arriv'd, and from whence I deſign to 80 
ſoon for Cairo, f 

M Reſidence in the Imperial City not being 
fo agreeable as thou'lt perhaps imagine, doh 
| WI 


„ „ „ Wn, 0 


POE <- he OY — 5 5 SHE 5 
VI ao SIR OIL TIE 2 a et We IN 7 2 1 
CCC JAI IE Aa PT a oP - 


n 
en WY a. #06 and _ 


70 


Jewisn LETTERS. 373 


without the leaſt Concern; a thouſand diſagree— 


able Objects daily preſented themſelves, and [ 
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could make but little Ute of my Philoſophy in a 
Country where Vice, Rebellion, Murder, Ava- 
> rice, and Cruelty, were conltantly ſtaring me in 
the Face. I can compare the Ottomin Empice to 
nothing better than a Shambles, and the Sultans 


and Vizirs to Butchers, who ſacrificed to their 


© laſcivious Appetites Perſons of all Ranks, aud of 
all Ages. The deſpotick Power with which the 
Grand Signiors are cloath'd, and that which they 


give to their Vizirs, are the Sources of Crying 


Sins and Injuſtices. The O²eman Court reſembles 


the Tribunal of the Inquiſition; to be rich or 
vertuous, is to be criminal with it; every I hing 
in the Seraglio inſpires Fear and Terror; Death 


is always at the Heels of thoſe who approach the 


Sultans, and it would ſeem that thoſe Princes 
rais'd them with no other View, but to make 


their Fall the more remarkable. 


THE Entry to the Palaces of Sovereigns is 


1 commonly adorn'd with Marble-Pillars, and with 


Pieces of Sculpture worthy of Royal Grandeur; : 


but the Gates of the Seraglio preſent us with no- 
thing but the Heads of two or three hundred Ba- 
- ſhaws, nail'd on them; and it's impoſſible to en- 
ter this fatal Palace without being ſtruck with 


Horror at the unhappy Fate of ſo many misfor— 
tunate Perſons. The Interior is no leſs doleful 
than the Exterior; all are fill'd with Dread and 
Terror; Innocency is no Security againſt Tor- 
tures and Death; and in the Seraglio one may 
ſay, when he riſes in the Morning, tis a great 
Chance if he ſhall ſee the End of that Day; the 
minuteſt Fault, the ſmalleſt Inadvertency, are at- 
tended with fatal Conſequences. 

Tre Imperial City is of a Piece with the Court; : 
People are conſtantly is” with the News of 

12 the 
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the Baniſhment, or Death, of the moſt conſidera. 
ble Citizens: Every new Vizir, on his being pro- 
moted, lacritices a certain Number of Victims to 
bis Avarice: Conſtantinople is a Sort of Sheep- 
fold, where Flocks are fed, of which, from Time 
to Lime, the fatteſt are kill'd. The Fews and 
Greeks are the moſt expoſed to thoſe Outrages ; 
they dearly buy the Privilege of exerciſing their 
Religion, are often ſadly ſqueez'd, and cruelly 
robb'd of the Fruits of their Labour. Our un- 
fortunate Nation is under perpetual Vexations at 
Conſtantinople. In Times of Peace and 'I'ranqui- 
lity we're a Prey to the Avidity of the Miniſtry, 
and, during Seditions, expoſed to the Fury of an 
inſolent Soldiery, whoſe inſatiable Cupidity is of- 
ten glutted with our Riches. Tho? it would ſeem 
that we enjoy'd more Liberty in the Mahomerar 
than in the Nazarene Countries, yet, in the tor- 
mer, we're more expoſed to Perſecution, and, at 
leaſt, as much hated. 
I x xow not if thowrt inform'd of the Out- 
rages which the Per/ians committed on our Na- 
tion about a hundred and fifty Years ſince: The 
Muftis of Hpaban, envious of the Riches which 
the Fews of that City had acquir'd, preſented a 
Memorial to the Sophi Schah Abbas, praying, that 
he would caufe to execute the Orders and Pre- 
cepts contained in the Alcoran, of which one of 
the moſt eſſential related to the Converſion of tie 
Fews, „ who, five hundred Years after the Pub- 
„ lication of Mabomet's Religion, ought to turn 
« Mxſfſelmen, or be entirely deſtroyed.” T heS0- 
phy, extremely bigotted to his Religion, but who 
would not however imbrue his Hands with inno- 
cent Blood, ſent for the Fews and interrogatc! 
them on their Opinion of Mahomet. Judge, my 
dear Monceca, how much ſuch a Queſtion ought 


to puzzle our Brethren; They ſaw through the 
e rs ory” 
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Defign of this Interrogatory, which was nothing 
elſe but to convict them of Blaſphemy againſt the 
falſe Prophet, and to ſerve as a ſpecious Pretext 
for their Ruin and Deſtruction. After conſulting 
ſome Time together, they reſolved to ſoften their 


Anſwer as much as poſſible, and told the Sophi, 


that tho' their Religion did not permit them to 
believe in any other Prophet but Moſes, yet they 


did not think that Mabomet was a falſe Prophet, 


being deſcended of Iſmael, Abrabam's Son; and 
that they deſired to remain his Majeſty's moſt faith- 
ful Subjects and Slaves. This Scene terminated 
in two Millions of Gold, which the unhappy Fews 
were obliged to give; and, as a Means to facilt- 
tate an After-game of the fame Kind, they were 
order'd to condefcend on the Time when their 
Meffiah ſhould come. Their Anſwer to this Que- 
ſtion, as pinching as the former, was that their 
Deliverer might appear To-morrow, the Day af— 
ter, or at any Time. Well, ſaid the Sophi, I 
« give you ſeventy Years, and I'll order your 
« Anſwer to be enter'd in the publick Records 
« of the Empire, to the End that, if you are Im- 
„ poſtors, and that your Meſſiah does not appear 
© betwixt and that Time, you may be baniſh'd out 


of this Kingdomby my Succeſſor on the Throne, 


ce at the Expiration of the ſaid ſeventy Years.” 
This fatal Decree was actually put in Execution 
in the Reign of Schah Abas II. who caus'd a De- 
Claration to be publiſh'd, ordering“ All his Sub- 


« jects, and Strangers who lived amongſt them, 


ce to hunt the Fews as wild Beaſts, to put all to 


„ the Sword, Men, Women, and Children; to 
& ſeize on their Effects, and to ſpare none but 


« thoſe who turn'd Mabome taus. That crucl 
Perſecution laſted near to three Years, and ended 
only in the Death of a Part of our Brethren, and 
in the Flight of others to the Iadies and Mogul's 
1i 3 Country. 
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Country. *Tis pretended that Letters from Con- 
ſtantinople, mentioning the Arrival of the Meſſiab, 
gave Occaſion to the bloody Proſcription. 
THIS Meſſiah was the notorious Impoſtor a- 
bata: Sevi, who has thrown a Blot upon our Na— 
tion, by their giving Credit to his Lies. There's 
ſtill Fews at Smyrna who have ſeen this Cheat. 
He made Choice of that City for the Theatre of 
his Impoſtures; and *twas there he acquired a Re- 
8 that reach'd to the utmoſt Limits of the 


zarth, and, by its Extenfiveneſs, became the more 
pernicious. to us. ; 


Since my Arrival here, I have been told very 
fingular 1 of Sabatai Sevi; he was born at 
Smyrna; his Father was call'd Mordecai, a Man 
unhealthful, conſtantly labouring under Diſtem- 
pers; but he, on the contrary, vigorous, well 
thaped, as to his Perſon, ſomewhat grim-faced, 
with curling Hair, and Whiskers cock'd up; he 
led a very auſtere Life, rigorouſly obſerving the 
Law of Moſes, in which he was thoroughly verſed, 
as well as in the Secrets of the Talmud: He might 
be about the Age of forty when he took it into 
his Head to publiſh that he was the Meſſiub: His 
Retinue was compoſed of five or fix Rabbies, by 
way of Diſciples, of whom Nathan Benjamei 
was one of the moſt remarkable and moſt eſteem- 
ed: This Few paſled for a Man of Knowledge 
and Virtue, and of great Humility. 

THe Impoſtor had ſoon a great many Follow: 
ers who, on his Word, believed that he was really 
the illuſtrious Protector come for the Deliverance 
of our captive Nation: Men being always apt to 
chime in with what flatters them, and to follow 
their firſt Ideas; the Fews diſperſed through the 
four Parts of the World were almoſt all in Mo- 
tion, and preparing to range themſelves under the 
Banner of a I raytor who diſhonoured our N wok 
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In Perſia, on the Side of Saſa, there were already 
above eight thouſand eus aſſembled, and about a 
hundred thouſand in Barbary, and the Deſerts of 
Tafileta, reſolved to acknowledge him for their 
King and Prophet. This Contagion, or Spirit of 
Giddineſs, had not leſs ſeized on thoſe who live 
in the moſt remote Countries; a great many Fews, 
ſcattered all over the North, and in Holland, ſold 
their Houſes to go to the Levant, and there live 
under the Government of this new Sovereign. 


The Nazarenes, whoſe Diſcourſe is generally dic- 


tated by Hatred, pretend that the Fews of Amſter- 
dam had already drawn up a Petition to Sehatar 
Sevi, praying that they might have a Patent for 
being the only Pawnbrokers at Feruſalem: Tis 
true, the Portugueſe Fews had had ſeveral Meet- 
ings to concert on Meaſures for the Ratification 


of their ancient Privileges, and had reſolved to de- 


pute one of their Number to Smyrna to obtain Per- 
miſſion of our new Deliverer to join, for the fu- 
ture, the Doz to their Names, as they had formerly 
done in Portugal; and that in Fadea they ſhould 
be called Don Moſes, Don Facob, c. they alſo 
intended to remonſtrate that they were intitled to 
a diſtinguiſhed Rank and ſeparate Place in the 
Temple, not being accuſtomed to go into the Sy- 


nagogues of German Jews who were nothing but 


beggarly Smaxs ; but what they had moſt at Heart 
was to obtain ſome honourable Titles for the prin- 
cipal Men amongſt them, which they offered to 


2 purchale at as dear a Rate as they uſually pay to 


Nazarene Princes who want Money. 
In the meantime, Heaven took pity of the Blind- 
neſs of our Nation, by unmasking and manifeſtly 
expoſing the Cheat. Sabatai Sevi declared to the 
Jews at Smyrna, that he intended to go to Con- 


3 ſtantinople to inſiſt upon the Grand Signior's repair= 


ing the Temple of Jeruſalem. He embark'd in a 


Turkiſh 
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Turkiſh Saique, and there were not a few mit 


enough to imagine that the Moment he was of 
board, the Saique diſſappeared; but this falſe Pro- 


phet had no Power over the Elements, particularly 


the Winds, which were always contrary to hin, 


ſo that it was ſix Weeks before he reached the 


Dardanelles, where he was taken up by order af 
the Grand Vizir, who had heard of his Impoſture, # * 


and wanted to be more fully informed about them, 


This Cheat was ſhut up in one of the Europea 


Caſtles, and the Vizir being obliged to depart tor 


the Expedition of Candia, the Seducer of our N. 


tion remained in Priſon. Many Jews, till per- 
ſuaded that he was the Meſſiah, flock'd from al! 
Quarters to ſee him, and his Guards drew conf: 
derable Sums of Money from thoſe who were ad 


mitted into his Preſence. The Reputation of th 


Impoſtor made at laſt fo much Noiſe that the Grand 


Signior ordered him to be brought to Conſtantin i 


ple, and introduced into the Seraglio. “ I'll d. 


& rectly know if thou'rt the Meſſiab, ſaid thb 
“% Prince, chuſe whether thou'lt be tied to a State 
« as a Mark to my Croſs-bow Men, or tun : 
«& Tark.” The pitiful Sabatai Sevi was in no Qu., 
dary if he ſhould ſave his Lite at the Expence + ? 


his Religion, but directly took the Turban, ant 


the Grand Signior gave him his Life and Libett) 1 
to mortify our Nation, which was long the Laus 
ter of the Ottoman Empire, and of the whole Uf 


verſe. | 

LET us be ſtill upon our Guard, my dear Mn 
ceca, againſt Reports which wicked and detigiil} 
Men artfully ſpread about: Nothing is more cer 


tain than that, when the happy Time of our Det 1 : 
verance ſhall come, the Miracles will be evident. 
and the whole World convinced of their Real. 


— Adieu. 
Smyrna, k. 
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merly Rabby, now Caraite. 


4 . 
] ASSISTED Yeſterday at a great many Naza- 


rene Ceremonies which I had not till then ſeen. 
The Chevalier de Maiſin, to whom I have daily 


new Obligations, defired I would accompany him 
to a Rclation's Houſe who had been il! for ſome 


time, and was now at the laſt Extremity. 
2 Phyſicians had given him but twenty-four Hours, 
gat furtheſt, to live; and the Moment they pro- 
nounce ſuch a Sentence in France, all the neareſt 
of Kin come to the dying Perſon's Houſe to help 
him out of this World with as little Trouble as 
2 poflible, and to furniſh him with Paſs-ports and 
other neceſſary Supplies for the Journey that he's 
going to undertake. 


The 


E RE we to take Notice of all the Nag arenue 


Cuſtoms, during the Courſe of a Fit of Sickneſs, 
za Volume of Reflections might be made upon 
them: The Moment a Man is taken with a Fe- 
ver, or any other Diſtemper, that endangers his 
Life, his Heir, who ordinarily only waits for the 
+ happy, Moment of ſeeing him expire, puts on, not- 
2 withſtanding his inward Joy and Satisfaction, a ſad 

and mourniul Countenance, Deſpair appears in 
5 dis Looks, and one would think that he could not 
ent, 
lit). 


ſurvive the ſick Perſon, who is directly put into 


the Hands of a Phyſician. 'The Diſciple of Galen 
takes his Hand, gravely feels his Pulſe, coughs 
and ſpits before he gives his Opinion, and after 

this 


; 
| 
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this Prelude, tells us, in Greek, the Name of the 
Diſtemper; and, as Hippocrates ſays, that“ Life 
&« 1s ſhort, Experiments dangerous, and Knoyw- 
„ ledge hard to be attained *.” The modern Do. 
cor requires a Conſulation of three Phyſicians, 
that they may with the more Certainty judge of 
the Name and Seat of the Diſeaſe; and in the 
meantime preſcribes ſome anodyne and deterſive 
Gliſters to aid, affiſt, and prepare Nature; to ſcowr, 
waſh, and refreſh the Entrails; and to diminiſh, 
keep down, and diffipate the Vapours from flying 
up to the Brain: The Apothecary is then called, 
he, his Prentice, and Gliſter-pipe Bearer ; for it is 
not here as at Conſtantinople where the ſame Do- 
ce} Home prepares, and gives the Medicines, 
In France every Imp of Hippocrates has his diltin& 
and different Precinct; the Phyſician commands 
in chief; the Apothecary claims a Right to purge 
above and below; the Veins, Bones, and Mulcles 
properly belong to Chirurgeons : Were a ſick Per- 
ſon to die a hundred Times, none of them will 
meddle with what is foreign to their Function; a 
Phyſician, particularly, would be diſhonoured, 
ſhould he humble himſelf to the dirty Work of an 
Apothecary; and were he, tho' inadvertently, but 
to touch a Gliſter-pipe, farewel Reputation: The 
very Apothecaries, for a certain Time, were un- 
willing to give Gliſters, and cauſed their Men to 
perform thoſe Operations ; but the Phyſicians were 
offended at their aſſuming ſuch Airs of Grandeur; 
they imagined that the Apothecaries intended to 
raiſe themſelves above their ordinary Stations, and 
to encroach upon their Privileges ; for which Ret- 
fon, by a Decree of the Faculty, they were or- 


dered to prepare and adiiniſtrate Gliſters them- 
55 ſelves, 
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& Pita brevis, Experimentum periculoſum, Fudicium diſpcile. : The fu 
: of Hippocrates*s Aphoriſms, or general Propolitions, 
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ſelves, without the Aſſiſtance of their Prentices, 
who were only to be By-ſtanders *. 

A NAZARENE, under any Diſtemper, muſt 
undergo the whole Ceremonial preſcrib'd by the 
Children of Aſcalapias F, and reſolve to die by 
Rule. © 

WHEN the Phyſicians, who are called to con- 
ſult about the Origin and Cauſe of a Diſtemper, 
have given their Opinions, he, to whole Care the 
Recovery of the ſick Perſon's Health is princi— 
pally committed, returns Thanks to his Brethren, 
who are largely paid for their Advice; thereafter 
he remains tole Maſter of the Field of Battle, or- 
dains, commands, and acts with unlimited Power, 
till the Diſtemper has reduced his Patient to Ex- 
tremity ; and then he ſhares his Authority with the 
Confeſſor. "Theſe Phyſicians of the Soul obſerve 


more 


* The Phyſicians at Paris, after long Conteſt, obtained a 
Decree prohibiting the Apothecaries from taking charge of ſick 


Perſons, and ordering them to give their Gliſters themſelves. 


Renard has lampoon'd the DoQtors and Apothecaries on their 
Diſpute in his Play, called, The Legatee; where Mr. Cliftorel 
ſpeaks thus. 


Ils vouloient obl.ger tous nos Apoticarres 

A faire, & mettre en place, eux memes leurs Cirſteres 1 
Et que tous nos Gargons ne ſuſſent qu Aſſiſtans, 

Ma foi / ces Medecins font de vilaines gens ! | 

Il m' auroit fait beau voir, aveque des Lunetes, 

Faire, en jeune Aprentiſ, ces fonctions Secretes, 


| Thus paraphraſed, 
Muſt we ſubmit to their unjuſt Commands, 
And hold the Gliſter-pipe in our own Hands; 
While Prentices ſhali quietly ſtand by, 
A pox upon the Doctors Tricks — ſay J. 
Tis fine that I muſt deck my Noſe with Glaſſes, 
To peep in the Poſteriors of young Laſſes. 


So excellent a Phyſician that after his Death he was wor- 
ſhipped as a God, He was uſed to carry a Dog along with 


bim for his Chirurgeon, and a Goat for his Apothecary ; the 


one to lick Wounds and Ulcers whole; the other to cute Con- 


[5 fumprions and inward Dilcaſes with her Milk, 
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more Formalities than thoſe of the Body; the 
Moment they are called, the ſick Perſon mult 
make an ample and ſincere Confeſſion of all the 
Actions of his Lite, and when they judge that 
his Soul may have been {tain'd by any ot them, 
they cleanſe and purify it by ſome conjuring Words 
mutter'd into his Ear, accompany'd with certain 
Geſtures and Grimaces; and, this finiſh'd, the 
next Thing in Courſe is to ask him if he is not 
intended to beſtow ſome pious Gifts on the Saints 
and Prieſts that miniſter at their Altars, to procure 
their Protection in the Journey that he's going to 
undertake. Few Nazarexes die without leaving 
in their Wills ſomething to the Monks in the 
Neighbourhood to drink to their good Journey; 
and they would believe themſelves damned if {ome 
religious Community, after their Death, were not 
to mumble ſome Anthems and Portions of Scrip- 
ture in Behalf of their Souls. 
WHEN the Confeſſor has made the neceſliry 
Proviſion for the ſpiritual Paſtors, his next Care 
is towards che ſick Perſon's Family and Relations, 
to whom Legacies are left, more or leſs, as he 
thinks proper, for the Power of a Director over 
a Nazarene at the Point of Death is unbounded, 
every thing's right that his Confeſſor orders, and 
he looks upon him as a tutelary Angel who 1s 
to conduct him by the Hand to the heavenly Man- 
| fion. In fine, when he is breathing out his laſt, 
a {mall Ceremony is performed, of which I can 
by no means find out the Meaning. A Prielt, 
cloathed in a white Linnen-Frock, with a Piece 
of Stuff about his Neck three Inches broad, and 
hanging down on each Side to his Knees, brings 
a ſmall Silver Urn, in which there's a gluiſh Oil, 
with this he rubs all the principal Members of the 
dying Perſon, then repeats a Prayer in Latin, which 
he underſtands nothing of, and, at laſt, orders be 
ou 
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Soul to leave the Body quietly and peaceably; this 


done, all the Company leave the Room with I ears 


in their Eyes, except a {ingle Prieſt, who receives 


his laſt Sigh, and recites, while he's expiring, ſome 
Latin Prayers to the Honour of his Patron, whom 
he warns to be in Readineſs to receive his Soul 
when it takes its Flight. 

IF I did not know that the Nazarenes believe 
the Soul to be ſpiritual, I ſhould be apt to think 
that the Reaſon of anointing with this Oil was to 
open the Pores of the Body, that the ſubtle Mat- 
ter might the more eaſily get out and evaporate; 


but the Nazarezes believe that the Soul is a pure 


Spirit, a divine Puff, ſo I could by no Means ac- 
count for the Cauſe of ſuch a Cuſtom ; and in- 
deed they have very many that I can as little com- 
prehend; and though I ſometimes imagine that 
I'm pretty well vers'd in their Manners and Cu- 
ſtoms, yet ſtill ſome new Thing ſtarts up that 


I'm intirely at a Loſs about. 


As I was paſſing t'other Day, about nine Clock 
at Night, by the Church of a Convent, I ſaw great 
Numbers of Women coming out; and, being cu- 
rious to know what had brought them there at 
that Hour, I ask'd a F riend, who was along with 
me, the Meaning of it. Theſe Women, ſaid 
he, come from the Retreat.“ What do you 
underſtand by coming from the Retreat, ſaid J? 
& There are certain Convents of Monks, an- 
„ ſwered he, who order all the Women under 


„ their Direction to lay aſide all worldly Con- 


« cerns for fifteen or ſixteen Days every Year. 
„ They aſſemble ſeveral times every Day to hear 
* the Exhortations of the Director in Vogue, 


« who is commonly the Chief of theſe pious So- 


Cieties, Which the Monks call Congregations z 4 
there are many Sorts of them, and tor People 
of all Ranks: The Monks acquire great Cre- 
© dit T this Means, all theſe Allociates being un- 
K k der 
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der intire Command of thoſe who have the Di. 
rection of their Conduct. This Cuſtom, ſaid 
J, appears to be laudable, and the Reflections 
that may be made during the fifteen Days Re- 


treat, where the Mind is not diverted with 


troubleſome Ideas, cannot but be uſeful to— 
wards a Reformation of Manners. You little 
know, replied he, the Nature of thoſe Al- 
ſemblies; they're nothing but Parties of Plea- 
ſure, ſerving rather to animate, than to cool 
Detires: A Woman in theſe exterior Devoti— 
ons finds Means to augment the Number of 
her Aſſignations; and ſhe who at any other 
Time could not perhaps ſee her Lover but in 
an Afternoon, meets with him now every time 
that ſhe goes to the Congregation ; and the La- 
dies who are under Confinement by the Jea- 


 louty of Husbands, take the Advantage of a 


Time wherein they're not to be ſuſpected : The 
Half of the Women that you have ſeen com- 
ing out of this Church, have already forgot all 
the Exhortations of the Day. What I tell you, 
continued the Nag arene, my Friend, is literally 
true; and 1 may ſafely add, that the frequent 
pious Aſſemblies are moſt formidable Rocks, 
upon which the Virtue of the Fair Sex often 
ſplits. | | 


WE have a Cuſtom of ſending Miſſionaries 


to every Town in the Kingdom, to endeavour 
the Reformation of the People, and to inſpire 
them with a Love to Virtue. A certain Biſhop, 
who made great Complaints 2gainſt the married 
and unmarried Women of his Dioceſs, and who 
preached and tormented himſelf to no Purpoſe 
againſt their Gallantrics, reſolved to have re- 


courſe to more effectual Remedies, and there- 


fore fent for tour of the moſt famous Miffiona- 
ries: Their Exhortations ſoon produced won- 
dertul Effects; by four in the Morning the 
| e Churches 
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Churches were crowded, and every one pro- 
miſed to mend their Manners, fo that one would 
have thought the Inhabitants of this Biſhop's Di- 
oceſs were become N:#:9:tes, to whom a new 
Jonas preached Repentance. The young Girls 
and married Women were particularly alli{u- 
ous in attending on tne nightly Atfemblics; and 


at Break of Day the Ladies of Quality, Citi- 


zens Wives, and Country woinen, contended 
who ſhould be firſt at Church. Ac laſt the Miſ- 
ſion ended, and the pions Prelate thonght that 


Po 


his Flock was for ever ſanctified. The Devar- 


ture of the Miſſionaries occaſioned I ioods of 
Tears, and particularly the young Women were 
inconſolable. The Preachers, mov'd with ſuch 
tender Marks of Friendſhip, promis'd to return 
another Year; but the Biſhop took Care not to 


ſend for them, for about the End of this, the 


Hoſpital was burthen'd with eight hundred 
Foundlings more than they uſually had in for- 
mer Years; and this Multiplication was the 
noble Effects of the Miſſion. The Fair Sex 


had made a good Uſe of the Liberty of going 


out in the Morning and at Night; the Gallants 
were not obſerv'd at a Time let a- part for Pe- 
nitence; and Love, wiich never loſes its Right, 


batfled all the Diſcourſes of the good Miſſiona- 


ries, who probably went to another Town to 
ſerve the State to as good Purpoſe, and to re— 


pair the Prejudice which the Celibacy of Prieſts 


occalions.” 


WHAT this Nazarene told me was diverting 


enough, but it gave me Pain to fee how Men 
abuſe the beſt and moſt uſeful Things to favour 
their Crimes. The Frexch are not the only Peo- 
ple with whom Religion ſerves as a Veil to Acti- 
ons the moſt contrary to Piety. Al! Nations and 
all People, whatever be their Religion, make the 


moſt holy Cuſtoms and the beſt eſtabliſhed gee 
| ſub- 


2 
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ſubſervient to the Depravation of their Manners. 
The Women in Tarky ask Permiſſion to go to 
the Moſques for no other Reaſon but to ſee their 
Lovers, and for that very Cauſe a good many 
Turks build "Chapels in their Seraglio, and ſome 
of them, to abridge all Ceremonies, perſuade the 
Women that their Souls are mortal, and that they 
have no Occaſion to pray to God. 
WHAT a melancholly thing is it, my dear Ia. 
ac, that the Corruptions of Men ſhould not only 
hurry themſelves to Perdition, but alſo involve 
Others in their Ruin, whom they pretend to love 
and eſteem: Sure a Man muſt be worſe than a 
Brute who, to make himſelf eaſy upon the Score 
of Jealouſy, abſolves a Woman from paying that 
Adoration to the Supreme Being which is the Duty 
and Happineſs of every rational Creature; the Ju- 
ſtice of Heaven will certainly take an ample Sa- 
tisfaction of that Wretch who perſuades her ſhe 
has no Soul, that he may be the only Poſſeſſor of 
her Body. 5 
LE x us, my Triend, deteſt ſuch diabolical Ma- 
xims; and rather for ever deprive ourſelves of the 
Female Sex than enjoy them upon any ſuch Terms. 


Paris, KKK * | 
8 5 ENDED EE — ) — 8 TED WE DE 
LETTER IV. 


AARON MON SECA JACOB BRITO. 


KN o w not, my dear Brito, if the News from 
Corfica makes as much Noiſe at Venice as at 
Paris; but what's reported here appears very ſur- 
priſing, and very incredible, were there not evi 
dent Proofs of the Truth. Is there, really, any thing 
more extraordinary than to ſee a Stranger, from 
the Coaſt of Africa, arrive in an Iſland, and get 
| himſelf 
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himſelf acknowledged as Sovereign by a People 
who receive him as their Deliverer? and that done 
in the Sight of al! Europe, about forty or fifty 
Leagues from France, and leſs from Italy, without 
any of the European Powers appearing to be con- 
cerned, except the unfortunate Genoeſe, whoſe Si- 
tuation ſeems to be not a little puzzling. Let 


who will run over the Amad:s *, I ſcarce think 


he can meet with ſo romantick an Adventure; 
and I'm not at all ſurpriſed now that Sancho Pangea 
believed ſo firmly that he was King of an Ifland : 
I begin to diſcover that the thing was not impoſſi- 
ble, if his Maſter f could have given him three 
thouſand Pair of Shoes, four thouſand Firelocks, 
and fix Braſs Cannon, for this is the Preſent which 
the new King of Corfica made his Subjects: He 
came to his new Empire in a Man of War carry- 
ing, *tis aſſured, an 1 Flag; his Dreſs was 
very whimſical, being a 
Modes of all Nations; his Robe was Tarki/h, 
his Sword Spaniſh, his Periwig Engliſh, his Hat 
German, and his Cane 4 bec-de-Corbin F , ſuch as 
French Beaux have. There mult be ſome particu- 
lar Reaſon for ſuch an extravagant Sortment; 
perhaps his Dreſs is the Emblem of his Dignities, 
for he takes the Titles of Span Grandee, Eng- 
1% Lord, French Peer, German Baron, and Ko- 
man Prince; his Spanrſh Sword is for the Golden 
Fleece, his Erzghfp Periwig for the Garter, his 
Cane, 4a bet-de-Corbin, for the Blue Ribbon, his 
great German Hat deſigus his Quality as Baron of 
the Empire, and his long ſcarlet Robe denotes the 
Diminutive of a Cardinal, or, if you will, of a 
Roman Prince. Notwithitanding the Jokes of the 
Publick on the Lord Theodore I. King of Corſica, 
of new Creation, ſince his Arrival in this Country 
he has reduced the Genoeſe to a State which makes 
K k 3 them 
* A French Romance, Don Quixote. { A crooked or gibby- 
D headed Cane, 


edley of the different 
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them not a little apprehenſive of the Event; he 
has made himſelf Maſter of the advantageous Poſt 
of Porto Vecchio, and of the Town of Sarſena, in 
which he has found a conſiderable Quantity of 
Warlike Stores. If he goes on at this Rate he'll 
ſoon be in a Condition to lay Siege to Baſtia, and 
to take the capital City of the Iſland from his Ene- 
mies: What is moſt ſurpriſing in all the Actions 
and Proceedings of King Theodore, is his having 
Money at Command. Before his Arrival in Cor- 
fica a Poet might have ſung, 


La Nature Maratre, en cesjafrenx Climats, 
Produiſoit, an lien d'Or, du fer & des Soldats *, 
Thus paraphraſed: 
No Gold is here, as in Peruvian Lands, 
But deadly Weapons in each Soldier's Hands. 


THE Scene however is now changed, and there 
is not a Corſican Highlander who has not a Piece 
of Gold in his Pocket, either Zechins, Mirlitons, 
ar Lisbonians, the current Coin, at preſent, of the 
Ifland. The honeſt Conjurer who protects our 
Knight-Errant lets him not want for Money, and 
is particularly careful of all his Affairs: All Eu- 


rope is as much at a Loſs now to know who this 


famous Magician is, as formerly about the Ori- 
gine of Lord Theodore, whom ſome would have 
to be the Prince Ragozs4z, others the Duke of Rip- 
perda, and founded their Opinions on the Report 


of his going thrice every Day to Maſs : This Cir- 


cumſtance might have agreed well enough with the 
Bigotry of Ragotskr, but it was ridiculous to ima- 
gine that K/pperda was become a good Chrittian at 
Morocco; it ſuch a thing happened, I would adviſe 
the French to fend thither the greateſt Part ot their 
Phyſicians and Sorbon Doccors. 
Bur we are no longer in Doubts about the 
Name, Coudition, and Quality of the new 4 
ot 
* crebillon iu his Radamiſtus and Zenobia, 
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of Corſica; every body agrees that his Majeſty is 
the Baron Newhof, a Native and Subject of Praſ- 
ſia, born in the County of Mark. The Curioſity 
of the Publick is now wholly turned on the power- 
ful Magician his Protector; but what ſignifies it 
to beat our Brains about a thing ſo wrapt up in 
Darkneſs, Time only muſt diſcover the Myſtery, 
and unravel this extraordinary Adventure: The 
more it's examined, the more we're ſurpriſed at a 
thouſand Incidents which augment the Marvellous 
and Romantick of the whole Story. This Baron 
Newhoff, now King of Corſica, was, about a Year 
tince, a Slave in Algiers; he himſelf has inform'd 
the Publick with this Circumſtance of his Life, in 
a Letter which he wrote to one of his Relations 
in Germany, ſince he arrived in his new Domini- 


ons. “ You have not known, ſays he, the Mis- 


fortune 1 had of being taken, laſt Year, and 
carried as a Slave to Algzers, from whence I 
found means to deliver myſelf by ſacrificing a 
« conſiderable Sum of Money; but I mutt deter 
« to another Time the telling you what I have 
„acquired by divine Afiiltance.” | 

Is it not pretty comical, my dear Brito, that 
the Slave of an Algerine will not owe his Gran- 
deur but to divine Grace, and that he, who, about 
a Year ago, run the Risk of a Baſtinado for the 
ſmalleſt Fault, ſhould now with a pompous Em- 
phaſis ſay, Theodore I. by the Grace of God, 
“King of Corſica and Baſtia. To our truſty and 
„% well-beloved Counſellors, Senators, and Judges 
„of our Courts of Judicature, Preveditors, Bai- 
«lifts, and Senechals, c. Greeting.” Theſe are 
the Strokes of blind Fortune; the often takes a 
Pleaſure in drawing a Man from a Dunghill, and 


raiſing him to the higheſt Dignities ; and we often 


ſee a Man of the very Dregs of the People attain 
to eminent Employments ; 'tis true we have few 
Examples of ſo great and ſo ſudden a Riſe, 2 

| that 
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that of Lord Theodore; yet ſhould we trace Roy. 
alty to its firſt Source, we ſhall find that the Mey 
choſen and appointed to command others, had to 
greater or juſter Rights over the People, than 
Theodore had over the Corficaus: The Name of 
King would have been for ever unknown to Men, 
had not the Common Intereſt forc'd them to lodge 
the Power and Authority in one Perſon. The 
Corſicaus, turn'd deſperate by the Genoeſe Oppreſſi- 
ons, had Recourſe to a private Man to deliver 
them from the Tyranny; if he renders them free, 
and delivers them from Slavery, what matter is 
it to them from whence he ſprang ? 


Un Gaerrier generenx, que la Vertu conronne, 
Vant bien un Roi forme par le Secours des loix: 
Le premier que le fut n'eut pour lui que ſa woix *, 


Thus paraphraſed. - 
The Hero, who for Virtue is renown'd, 
May vie with Kings, who by the Laws are 
„„ 5 
Thus he who firſt aſcended to a Throne, 
Ow'd all the Title to his Fame alone. 


When we take a near View of the Conduct of 
the Corſicans, the Ridicule of it diſappears; they 
reward their Benefactor, and honour their Deli- 
verer: Why ſhould we make it a Crime in them 
to pay Homage to Virtue, and to ſhew their Gra- 
titude? I begin to perceive, that they act very 
judiciouſly, and that good Senſe and ſound Po- 
liticks direct all their Proceedings: With what- 
ever Truſt and Power their new Prince is veſted, 
they have, nevertheleſs, bridled the monarchical 
Authority; and their Sovereign can neither im- 
poſe Taxes, nor publiſh any new Law, without 
the Approbation of his grand Council, conſiſting 
of eighteen Senators, who repreſent the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom: The Lord Theodore has 3 
/ | Other 


4 Crebillen in his Semiramis 
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other Prerogatives but what the People granted 
to the firſt Sovereigns whom they choſe *; he 


| worthy of Command. 


commands the Armies, and adminiſters Juſtice ac- 
cording to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country, 
not having it in his Power to change them, but by 
the Conſent of the Nation; ſo that he may do a 
great deal of Good, but can do no Harm. 

May they periſh, my dear Brito, who main- 
tain the pernicious Maxim, That Men were made 
to be the Slaves of one ſtagle Perſon: Nothing but 
Pride could have hatch'd an Opinion that violates 
all Laws, overturns the World, and even attacks 
the Divinity : Laws were made before Sovereigns, 
and therefore they mult ſubmit to them as well 


as their Subjects: A private Man who betrays his 


King and Country, is a Villain; buta Prince who 
violates the Laws, and contemns Juſtice, is un- 
TYRANNY was unknown among Men till 
the Ambition of Courtiers deified the Vices of 
Sovereigns; ſo that the Corruption of bad Kings 


takes its Scource from the Crime of Subjects: 


Ie Flatterers tainted the Majeſty of the Throne, 
and ſubſtituted, in the Place of true Grandeur 
baniſh'd from it, chimerical Honours founded on 
the Miſery of Mankind. 


PRINCES ſhould be wholly employed about 


the Happineſs of their People, whoſe Fathers they 
are, or, at leaſt, ought ſo to be; before them, the 
Patriarchs, to whom they ſucceeded, were by Birth 
the Kings and Fathers of their Families; they go- 


4 
- 
3 


vern'd them by the Laws of Nature, and this wiſe 
Government continued till Men grew wicked 
enough to have occaſion for written Laws, and 
for a King; who, having the ſame Power as a 
Father of a Family, had leſs Tenderneſs, and lefs 
Inclination to pardon, ſo that Vice was the Foun- 
dation of Sovereignty. | 
HAD 


J Eris dux an bello, et reddes nobis juſtitiam. 
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Hap Men been always juſt, they had been al- 
Ways free, and would have had no Occalion for 
Chiefs, Judges, or Counſellors ; but fince Fear 
muſt now reſtrain them, and that, Slaves to 
their Paſſions, they are only virtuous from the Ap— 
prehenfion of Puniſhment, it is neceſſary, for the 
common Intereſt, that they veſt one, or more Per— 
ſons, with the Power, which they might other- 
. Wiſe have ſhared in general; but he, whom they 
acknowledge as their Sovereign, is obliged to ſub— 
mit himſelf to the Laws, ſince the Power he has 
is derived from theſe very Laws, commanding 
Men to honour and reſpect thoſe whom we have 
ſet over us. 

WHEN a Prince breaks through the Rules of 
Juſtice, what a ſad Example does he lay before bis 
Subjects? Does he not ſeem to ſpeak this Lan- 
guage, „ Faith, Oaths, and Cuſtoms the moſt 
« ſacred, are Ties that may be broke with Im- 
% punity? Imitate my Example, be neither good 
nor juſt, but where there's a Neceſſity for it to 
« eſcape Puniſhment.” 

DoN'rT however imagine, my dear Brito, that 
I'm for limiting the ſupreme Authority; *tis to 
render it more reſpectable that I would have Ju- 
ſtice to accompany it. Is not Equity the Princi— 
ple of true Grandeur? and a King wiſe, good, 
prudent, the Father of his People, and who go- 
verns them in Peace and Plenty, 1s he not more 
abſolute over the Hearts than a Tyrant whom we 
ſerve out of Fear? | 1 

TRHOVU' T x perhaps ask me how far the Fide 
lity of Subjects to their Kings ought to be extend— 
ed? My Antwer is, that they ought upon no Ac- 
count to judge him whom God has appointed 3 
their Judge, and that it only appertains to the Su. 
preme Being to puniſh bad Kings. The People 


are to pray for their Converſion, but if Heaven 


hears not their Prayers, they cannot, without * 
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ing guilty of a molt atrocious Crime, revolt againſt 
the Lord's Anointed. | | 
| GOD makes ule of wicked Kings as of a Plague 
or Famine, and T'yrants are born tor the Finiſh- 
ment of Mankind: We mult bend under the Hand 
| of God, who puniſhes or rewards us ac2o:ding to 
| our Merits. Ihe Reign of the Caligulus and We— 
roes, in Rome, was Owing to the Divine Wrath, 
| and the Exceſles of theſe Monſters were a juſt Pu- 
niſhment on the Romans for their Crimes. 
| IT would be equally abſurd to maintain that we 
| may rebe! againſt our Prince, as to excule the ri- 
diculous Behaviour of the Ch:zeſe towards their 
| Gods, they honour and reſpect them while they're 
favourable, but the Moment they get not what 
Wis ask'd, they treat them with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt. 4 How, raſcally Spirit, will they ſome. 
times ſay, thou'rt lodg'd in a magnificent em- 
„ple, fed in Clover, all over gilded, and nicely 
„ pertumed, and thou refuſeſt to grant us the Fa- 
« vours that we ask thee.” With that they take 
a Whip and laſh the Idol to ſome Purpoſe for ten 
or twelve Days ſucceſſively. If they obtaiu, dur- 
ing that I ime, what they were wanting, they make 
bim ſeveral Excuſes. « Why, Mr. Spirit, ſay they, 
* are you ſo head-ſtrong ? 'tis true, we have been 
© a little too forward, but, when all's done, are 
not you to blame for being ſo crabbed a God? 
Why do you take a Pleaſure in being whipp'd? 
however, what's done is done, let's think no 
more on't; you ſhall be new gilded, a-new per- 
fum'd, and plentifully feaſted, provided you for- 
' get what's paſt *.“ | 
A CHINESE, who had a moſt ſtubborn and 
antaſtical Idol, nettled at the needleſs Expence 
nich he had long been at for it, and unwilling 
obe bubbled by a God ſo malicious, ſued him 
Law before the ſupreme Council of 8 
after 
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* Hiſtory of Cina, Tom, II. Pag. 223. 
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394 Jewisn LeTTERs. 
after ſeveral Sittings, in which the Brozzes de- 
fended the Idol all they could, the Idolater carricd 
the Cauſe: The Court having duly conſidered the 
the Merit of the Plaintiff's Claim, according to 
Juſtice condemn'd the Idol, as a Thing uſeleis in 
the Kingdom, to perpetual Baniſhmenr, his Tem- 
ple to be raz'd, and the Bronzes who attended on 
his Perſon, to rigorous Puniſhments ; provided ne- 
vertheleſs, that they might make Application to 
the other Spirits of the Province, for Redreſs of 
what they had ſuffer'd on this Account *. 
HOW EVER ridiculous and impious it would 
be, to juſtify Actions ſo extravagant, it would be 
equally, if not more, criminal to maintain, that 
the People may, at Pleaſure, and of their own 


Accord, do themſelves Juſtice on thoſe to whom 
the Almighty has committed the ſupreme Power, 


and of which they're only reſponſable to himſelf. 
By the Laws Men are judged; by the Kings 
the Laws are put in Execution; and God alone 
is the Maſter of Sovereigns. 5 
Loet us, my dear Brito, reſpect thoſe of them 
who are good, pray for the Bad, but never allow 
ourſelves to be led away by a Spirit of Rebellion, 
whatever may be our Fate: I hope this will be a 
ſteady Principle with thee and me, and all honeſt 
Men, which neither the Devil, the World, nor 


the Fleſh, ſhall ever be able to ſhake, Amen. 


| . \ : c Shes "hp 4 ' 
* Hiſtory of China, Tom, II. Pag. 224 Fi, 
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ARON, Son to Foſ pb, a Caraite, Author of a Work 
in MISS. to be found at Purzs, Pags 303. 
Abbadie, a judicious, ſolid Writer, 130. 

Abbas, I. and II. Sophis of Perſia, their Periccution of the 
fewo 374) 375 5 

Abelard, periecuted by St. Bernard, 111. | 

Abridgments, Hiſtorical, only uteſn] for thoſe who read 
purely for Amuſement, or for ſuch as are perfect in Hi- 
ſtory, 263, 264 

Alſalm puniſb'd for his Rebellion, 27. 

Abſolution, its Advantage to the Ulery y, and how far they 
abuſe it, 66, 67. | 

Academy. Re yal, of Muſick, See Opera, 

Academies, of France, 18, 109, 20. 

Academy French, its trifling Productions, 18; the* Contempt 
of us Dictionary z*'its Injuſtice to M. Fureizire gy its En- 
couragenient by Lewis XIV. and Decay lince his Death, 
19; us Adoption of Stige-Players, 20, . 

Academy of Sciences taken up in uſeiul Studies, but too 
much cramp'd, 19, 20. 

Academics, three founded by Lewis XIV, 126, 

Achilles's treatment of Heaor. a Diſgrace to forme Monks, 18. 

Achilles, nor better known than Homer, 341; who eter- 
nd him, 342. | 

Achmer chelibi, an extravagant Twkiſh Poet, 180. 

Ache at the Opera, their Character, 14, 15, ſtation'd at 
the Salt-Peatre-Houſe, 15; how pernicious to the Puhlick, 
"_ their Cunning, 143; no Money, no Opera Wench, 
© 

Advintures of M. Mircbolan. Apothecary, 2 3; of a Carme- 
lite and a Sempſftreſs, 21, 22; of a pretended Abbeſs, 24, 
25 3 two young Musketeers and a Conple of Frulls, 21, 
32; a Recollet and a Chambermaia, 35, 39 of two 
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Husbands that cuckolded one another, 82, 83; of a kna- 
Vith debauched Perviſe, 119, 120; of a gallanting Bi- 
mop, 125, 126; of GeJ-nd: with a pretended Sorcerer, 
135, G. a Monk perſuades Prince Famphili to mutilate 


his Statues, 177; au Officer's Adventure with L. P-titpas, 


an Opera-, 182, 183; that of Count Bonneval with 
a Prieſt, ad an Iman, 203, and following ; of the Mar— 
qurs de Livi,213, 214; of a Sorcerer and a Monkey Devil, 
217, Cc, of a proud Spzntard, 256, 257; of an inſolent 
Beggar, 272; of a Goat-Herd, 275; of a Cordelier and 
a Votary, 242; of two noble Venetians, With a Frenchman 
and a Spaniard, 247; of a Stranger with the Mother of a 
Venctian Gin). 350, 351; of the Duke of Maienne with ſome 
cui tex ans, 357; of a Genoeſe Sculpter and two Frenchmen, 

369, 370; ofa Biſhop deceived by a Miſlion, 334, 385; 

_ oi the King of cor ſica, 355, c. | 

Adultery, a meer Piece of Gallantry in France, and how dif- 
ſicult it is to puniſh it there, 3. 

Alucoque, Mary, her Life fuller of Viſions than the immence 
Volumes ot ibe Rabbies, 23; written by Languet, Biſhop 
of Sin; afterwards Archbiſhop of Sens, ib. 

Aberont, an able Miniſter, 226. | | 
Albert the Great, more learned than Bernard, and full of An- 
titheſes, 112, 15 

eAichymy, See Cabaliſts. | 

Alcoran, its Fables believed by the common People, by Rea- 
fon of their Fondneſs for what is marvellous, 116; Sen- 
3 out of it laid with the Maubomet.ants in their Graves, 
6 


Alexander the Great, what a petty King he would have been 
If he had lived in the Time or Ceſar and Pompey, gs; he 
was not a Dupe to the Fair Sex, 270; bis Obligation to 
his Father's Politicks, ibid. His Gift of Kingdoms after 
ne had conqured them, 274. ; | ED 
Ambition, an excellent Remedy to cure a private Man of it, 
167, | 1 
Amenophis, his Baniſhment of 250,000 Jews from Egypt, 249. 
Amphitheatre, partly deſtroyed by the Knavery of a Pope's 
Nephew, 172. 
Amiens, a Torch preſerved there which always burns, 217. 
Ancients and Moderns, a Diſpute about their Preference, 64; 


65. | 
gy WR Hiſtorical, Gallant, and Literary, a Scurvy | 


Piece, wrote by a quondam Mountebank, 131. 

Animals, ſenſible and intelligent, 221, Whether they are 
only Machines, 222. 3 5 | 
Aunibhilation extremely more, yg to human Vanity, 229. 

| he fineſt Church in Genoa, 190, 
Annonciade, che fu 119 Auel, 


INE. 


Anſelm, St. Biſhop of Canterbruy, the pious Bombaſt in his 
Wrirings, 109. g 

Antiquity, the N.czarenes Partiality in its Favour, 95, 9. 

Antitheſis, frequent and childiſnh of St. Auffin and his Fol- 
lowers, 108, 112, | 

Apoloyy againſt the Parody of Alcibiades, a pitiful Work, 
131. | 

Ap files very much reſpected by the Mahometavts, 58. 

Apt, a Mandate by irs Biſhop burner, 125. 

Arabians, great Obſervers of filjal Obedience, 117. 

Arcadinsexcued to Perſecution by St. Chem, 107. 

Architecture. an Academy for it, founded by Lewis XIV. at 
Paris. 126, | | 

Argens (Marquis de) Character of his Memoirs of Mir man 
and their Stile, 239. | 

Ariftippus paid deariy for the Favours of Tais, 184. 

Ariſtotle, his Philoſophy run down by St. Bernard, 111; he 
throws himſelf into the Eruripus, 276. 

Arles, Biſhop of, excom municates Caterpillars in vain, 77. 

Arnauld perſecuted by the Monks, 19; Injured by Jeet, 
99; was a good Writer, 110; 4 great Genius, and an tines 
my of the Calviniſts anel Feſu'ts, 128. 

Arts, the Invention of ſome Owing to Love. 356, 


Arts and Sciences more encourag'd iu Frauce than any where, 


126, | | 

Aſtreligy judicial, an Argument againſt it, 138; great Vi- 
fionaries, and ought to he banithed out of every well 
govermnd State, being almoſt always Impoſtors, and ſome 

times the Dupes of iielr own Credulity, 138; are now 
very much run down, 142, | 

Atheiſts are not thoroughly ſatisfied in their Opinion, 209; 
divided into Philoſophers, Libertines, and Debauchees, 
211, 212; Ninus and Sardanapalus were ſuch, 212, 213. 

Atheiſm not ſo criminal as Hypocriſy, 209; its Abſurdiry, 
ibid. commoner among the great Ones than among the 
Vulgar, 212; the Want of Reſpect for the Religion pro- 
feſod leads to it, 214. TH 

Auguſtus II. King of Poland, humbled by Charles XII. and 
protected by the Czar, 231; his Hiſtory Io and creeping, 


52. | 
3 from the Entrails of Victims, and ſacred Birds, 
26 


Ai bs, not more known than Virgil, 341, 
Aa i, St. his pernicions and abominable Maxim, touch- 
ing the Eſtates of Sinners and Hereticks, 100, 101, Cc. 
which gave Riſe to the League, and the Maſſacre of St. 
Bartholomew, 95; the terrible Uſe that may be made of it, 
97; he was more diſcreet in his Philoſophical than his 
12 Theological 
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IND E X. 
Theological Tracts, 99, roy; modern Philoſophers much 
obliged to him. 103; he had his Failings, 106; is the Pa- 
rr1arch of the Fanſemſts, 107; his vicious Stile has preju- 


die qa greit many Divines, 108, 109; finds Chriſtianity 


in Plato, 309. 

Auſtin, or the Greeks, St. Chryſoſtom ſo called, 106. 

Authors, abundance of bad ones in HoUland, 131, 132; their 
Manner of Writing, 56. all Ages have produced many 
had, 360; many Joſt by being difpiſed, 360; their great 
Number prejudictal to Sciences, 363. 

Aruvyergnacs ſtupid and dull, 254. ES 

Antbyrity, ſupreme, reſpectable when accompanied by Ju- 
ſtice, 392. 


B 


2 ABI LE, the impertinent Chit chat of Women, 169. 

Hailiet, ſurnamed the Diflodger of the Saints, 170, 

Þarveyrac, an able Tranſlator and Commentator, 1305 quoted 
as to the turbulent Spirit of S. Cyril of Alexandria, 93; 
and touching a pernicious Maxim of St. Auguſtin, 96. 

Partholomew, St. the Maſſacre of that Day founded on an a- 
bominalle Maxim of St. Auguſtin, 96. 

Bajhaws ob ſiged to make Preſentsto the Grand Vizir, which 
they reimburſe to themſelvgs out ofthe Pockets of the Go» 
vernors und the People, and pay very dear for the little 
Preſents they have from the Grand Signior, 42. | 

ak St, his Homilies as pure as the Style of Demoſthenes, 
I, | | 

Baſßiage de Brauval, an agreeable Writer, 129. 


Battles, low ſurpriſing they muſt be to Men of Senſe, 188; 


the Nazarenes Cauſe, their Saints head them, 322. 
Payle injun Jurieu, 99, 129; a great Philoſopher, and an 
'able Critick, 129; his Style clear, conciſe, and florid, 
181, very polite and civil, 339. | | | 
. - 1 
Beaſis and their Souls. See Animals. | 
Beatified Perſons are different from the canonized, as Mar- 
quites from Dukes, 41. . | 
Beat fication granted to the Poor, as Canonization to the 
Rich, 41, 1 
Feauty Spots, the Care with which the Women apply them, 


"I, 8 

Eecheran, a Janſeniſt Abbe, his Convullions at the Tomb ot 
Abbe Pars, 47» | 

Ber gar, Inſtance ofa very ſturdy one, 272, 


248 


Bened cl, XIII. treats Raphael's Paintings as Hogſties, and 


attempts to deface them, 172. 
Bernard, St. Abbe de Clairvaux, an Enemy to the Sciences, 


faile Prophets, and a Perfecutor, 110; an obſcene Paſſage 
in 


Bo 


IND E X. "I 
in his moſt devour Meditations, 111; his Opinion with 8 
re ſpect to the Salvation of the Fews and Gentiles, 2473 "OR 
attributes the bad Succeſs of the Holy War to the Crimes pot 
of the Undertakers, 322, 323. 
Bernard, an Enemy to Bayle, 129. 
Beſſarion, Cardinal, thought the Lives of the Saints imper- 
tinently written, 216, | 
Birds (holy) formerly conſulted on the Succeſs of War, 357: 9 
Biron, Marſhal, would not have military Men to be afraid 1005 
of Judges, 361, Cc. | 1 
Biſhops, their Deciſions not valid, if not pronounced 1n a 2 
General Aſſembly, 26; that Opinion confured, 26, 373 1 
buy Indulgences and Diſpenſations of the Pope, by (te 48. 
Groſs, which they ſell again to the People by Retail, 313 yl 
as proud and arrogant as thoſe in ancient Days, 92, 933 | 
Perſecutorsand ſeditious, 94; their Ambition unbounded, 
124; moſt of them vile Slaves to the Court of Rome, 1255 
duped by the Regent of France, 125; in general they live 0 
regularly, 16, N 
Blanche, Mother of Lewis IX. beloved by Thibaud, Count de { 
Champagne, who celebrated her in Songs, 255. 1 9 
Bochoris baniſhes the leprous Zews out of Egypt, 250. 7 05 
Bod ies only moved by other Bodies, 136. vii 
Blood abhorred by Eccleliaſticks, 322. 14 
Eoileau des Preaux, an excellent Poet, 152. 6 
Bois, Abliot de, a bad Miniſter of State, 159, l 
Bonne val, Count de, turns Mahometan, and takes the Name 1 
of Oſman, 57; Report of his Death, 83; his Character a 
and the Judgment paſſed on him, 164; neither 2 Masa 96 
rene nor a Mahometan, 164; Report of his Death centra- Wt 
dicted, 202; bis Conitancy during his Sickneſs, 203; his rh 
Cenſures of a Prieſt and an Iman, 204, 205; repured to 7 
be a Few, 206; his Letters to bis Wife, and to the Duke, | 
206, 207; pertea'y recovered, 208; Judgment paſſed on | 
his Conduct, 208, 209. | 44 
Books, very many prohibited by the Monks, 84, 85; one my 
Reaſon for it is tv promote Uuirioluty, and one Sign of it 1 
is their Goodueſs, 85 ; how they are compiled in F.. 
land, 130, &c. what ought to be the Inpredientsof good 
ones, 237; not ſubject to che Inquiſition at Venice, 399, 
Bookſellers pay the Journaliſts to extol their Impreſſions, 34. 
Borghe e, the Vineyard of that Family mignificent, 196, 
Boſſuet, Biſhop of Meauæ, wrote well, 110; an able Divine, 
Orator, and Hiſtorian, 128, 129; the Continuation of his 
Works, by other Authors, bad, 362. | 


Joucher, a ſeditious Preacher of the League, like to Gregory 
L113 Bodi A, 


of Naxianxen, 911 96. 


UND EY. 


Bouillon, a pretended Lady of that Family, proved to be the 
Cardinal's Baſtard, 24, 25. : : 

Brito, Jacob, one of the Correſpondents of the Fewiſh Letters, 
born at Gema, and bred at Conſtantinople, Pref, and 36; 
his Journal to Rome, 40; Arrilal at Genoa, 190, at Turin, 

251, and at Venice, 245. 
Bruvere. la, an able Writer, 152. 8 
Bulls, Venetians ſnut up the Popes, without reading them, 
6, 37. 
Burial Lenyd to Comedians, 15. 
Buſy, an Author of the Court, 152. 


C 


CABALISTS, great Viſionaries, 137, Cc. their chime- 

___ T1ca] Science Combated, 215, 216, | 

caligula, a Monſter, born for the Puniſhment of the Romans, 
393. | 

Calprened's Romances criticiſed, 237; the Style prolix, 263. 

Calvin, with the Support of Reaſon, revenges good Senſe 
when oppreſod, 199; commended and cenſured, ib. 

calumny, Women the firſt Fomentors of it, 118. 


Candle, conſeerated, an Eccleſiaſtical Juggle, 217, and fol- 
ing. | 


Cannonizations, very profitable to the Popes, 41; the Perſons 


cannonized compared to Dukes, and thoſe beatified to 
Marquiſſes, ib. 
Capitol magnificently rebuilt by Michael 2 69. 
Cara van ſeras, Mahometan, Alms-houſes, 116. 
Cardan aſoribes the Difference of Religions to the Influence 
„of the Stars, 248. ' 

Caraites, Fews who admit only ofthe Scriptures without Ex- 
polittons, 30r, &c. 
Cardinals ha ve engroſsd to themſelves the Right of electing 

the Popes, 173; have ſometimes choſe two or three for 
one Vacancy, ib. are moſt ofthem Noblemen, 175; their 
Uſefulneſs to Rome, ib. their Vineyards about that City, 
195; why they chuſe none but old Men to be Popes, 270. 
Carliſte, Counteſs of, her State-Intrigues, 267. ; 
Carmelite, Friar, his Adventure in Love, and Puniſhment, 
21, 22. f 
Cart's-Lenp, a Step in the convulſive Dance of Abbe Beche⸗ 
ran, on Abbe Pariss Tomb, 47, 48. 
Carteſiaus, borrow their innate Ideas from St. Auſtin, 102. 


Caterpillars, excommunicated by the Pope, but in vain by 


the Archbiſhop of Arles, 756. 
Catholic, Rowan, would ſooner be a Mahemetan, than 4 
Greek Schiſmatic, 54. 5 | 
Catinat, a great and wiſe General; 152, Catrow, 


Cic 


IND EX _ 
oy wh go" a bad Author of a very pitiful Roman Hi- Ad | 
ory, 262. | 5 70 
Celibacy, extoled by the Papiſts, 335; Diſorders occaſioned of 
by that of the Prieſts, 335; occalioned by Vanity, ib. 1 
Ceremonies may be diſpens'd with, 166, 167; Inſtances from 
the Jews and Nazarenes, ib. many uſeleſs ones among 45 
the Fews, Nazarenes, and Mahometans, 167, 168; religious Jl 
ones not indiſpenſably nece ſſary, 26; the Fews more at- 468 
tachꝰ d to them than to the Law, 304. at 
Ceſar, Julius, as learned a Man as he was a great Captain J 
124; Cauſe of great Misfortunes to the Roman Republic, 5 
194 ; not a Prey to the Fair Sex, 269; Voltaire's Picture „ 
of him, 284; would not have conquer'd a Village wuh 
Nazarene Soldiers, 366, 367. 
Chambermaids, Meſſengers of Love, 62. 
Chamillard, a ſorry Miniſter of State, 158. 
Chance could not have produced the beautiful Order in the 
Univerſe, 227, | 
Chapelle, la, his fine Talents, 120. 
Charity, remarkable of the Mahometans, 116, 117, ! 
Charles V. had like to have been thrown down headlong 1 
from the Dome of St. Peter's Church, 275. | þ 
charles XII. King of Sweden, another Alexander, 231, 
Charles, Emanuel, King of Sardinia, makes his Advantage of 
the Calamuy of the Genoeſe, 192. 
Chaſtel, ohn, who ſtabb'd Henry IV. 163. 
Cheeſes, * of certain popiſh Divines compar'd to 
them . | 
chelibi, Breſz of a young Turkiſh Nobleman, 62. " 
Cheremon, his Opinion concerning the Jews, 248. th 9 
chevreuſe, Dutcheſs de, how pernicious to France, 267. | 1 
China, very flouriſhing a little a iter the Deluge, 259, 44 
Chineſe, chaſtiſe their Gods and Bronzes for not hearing their 3:84 
Prayers, 303. | e | 
Chriſtians, See Nazarenes. j 
Chriſtianity, See Nazareniſm. 416 
Chirurgeons, their Functions, 380. : | by. 4 
chorus ſapply for the Brevity of Tragedies, 223, 284. "2.0 
Chryſoſtom, St. ſurnamed the Auguſtin of the Greeks, 106; 2 
| Perfecutor of the Eunomians, Montaniſts, &c. 107; degra- ; 
ded, baniſn'd, reſtor'd, and baniſh'd again, and died in Mn. 
his Exile, ib.; is the Patriarch of the Moliniſfs, ib, the 1 
Purity of his Stile, ih. 8 4 
Church and State, their different Maxims, 15; a pleaſant Re- 
preſentation of a Church, by a Jew, 27, Sc, 

Cicero, his Morals more pure than that of the Fathers of the 
Church, 90; blames the Stoicks, 278; quoted concerning 
Plato, 309; exclaims againit falſe Friendihip, 327, Kc. 

a Cienfuegos, 
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Cienfuegos, Cardinal, an able Miniſter, 266. 

Circumciſion, not practisd by the Jews of Spain, 26, 60; 
practiſed by the Mahometans, 58; ſuſpended by the Zews, 
when Eſther became the Wife of Ahaſuerus, 166. 

Citizens, more happy than the Courtier and the Nobleman, 
153; and are capable of giving their Children as good 
an Education, 150, &c. 

4 Miniſter, wrote well, 110; was a ſublime Genius, 
128, | 
Clemency, ſaid to equalize the Creature to the Creator, 106; 

the Nature and Extent of that of God, 293, &c, 

Clement, James, a Facobin Fryar, Aſſaſſinator of Henry III. 


4, 103. 

Clerc, Mole, the Enemy of Bayle, 129. 

Clergy, Perſecutors, as ſoon as ever it was in their Power, 
91, 92; were as corrupt formerly as they are now, ib. 
ſeditious and rebellious, 94, Cc. have the firſt Rank in 
France, 123; revenge their darling Paſlion, 125 ; exal- 

erate one another by vain Diſputes, 134; favour'd che 

otion of Sorcery, for their own Lucre, 141, 142 Hell 
of no Profit to them, but Purgatory a Benefit, 1973 
amaſs'd great Wealth to themſelves by preaching that the 
World was juſt at an End, 198; Approvers of a Multi- 
tude of idle Fables, 216, &c. damn all without Mercy 
who are not in the Pale of the Church, 235. : 

Colbert, an excellent Miniſter of State, 152; raiſed by hi; 
own Merit, 159; a Protector of the Arts and Sciences, ib. 
an Enemy to Lou vois, ib. | 

Columns of Trajan and Antoninus, well preſerv'd at Rome, 172. 

Comedy, the Cabals form'd for and againit Plays, 30; tor 
one Perſon of Senſe there are an hundred Fools that fre- 
quent them, 31; the Picture of human Life, 279; de- 
mands god Actors, 16; a new Sort of Comedy intro- 
duced, 1b. French rivals the Greek, and is ſuperior to the 
Latin, 280, 281; Halian, the Repreſentation diverting, but 
the Reading dull, 279; forbid and re- eſtabliſwd, 280; 
the 8 good, ib. become conte mptable by bad Wri- 
ters, ib. 

Comedians, excommunicated, and Reflections thereupon, 
aſſociated to the French Academy, 19; the Good ſupport 
the Pieces which chey play, 278. : 

Commerce im pure, the Lake make their Devotees believe 
that hey can take away the Guilt of it, 38, Cc. | 

complements are rn the Fruits of Diſſimulation and 
Impoſture, 95, 79. "FOE 

Conchi, Sebaſtian, a Painter, almoſt ruin'd by a Monk, 177, 


178, 
Concubinage, 371. 


Conde, 
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IND E X. 


Conde, Prince of, his Name will be ever illuſtrious, 151; a 


great General, but a mean Politician, and very much in- 
fer ior to Mazarene, 279. 

Cnfeſſors ſal j ect to the Mode, 11; their Minzgement with 
ſick Perſons, 381, 382; look'd upon as tutelar Gods, 382. 

Confeſſion, the ili Ute the Clergy make of it, and the Advan- 
tages they reap from it, 66, 68; the Abuſe of it by the 
Ecc leſiaſticks, and the Advantages they draw from it, 329, 
330; a ſpiritual Pool, ib. 

Conſciences very dangerous to be forod, 52. 

Conſtance, Council] of, aſſerted its Superlority over the Popes 
that condemwd its Deciſions, 175. 

Crsdent, often becomes an Enemy, particularly wich Wo- 
nen, 2320, 

Confirmation, its Adminiſtration to dying Perſons, 382. Cc. 

Cnftancy, Womens different from that of Men, 329, Cc. 

Cr/tantinople ſubjact to Revolts, 35; its Government com- 
pared to that of Rome, 42; and its Manners to thoſe of 
Paris, 61, Cc. but its Court very different from that of 

1 162; it fails in Reſpect due to its Sovereigns, 

163. 

conſtitution, Unigenitns, Diviſions and Troubles it occa ſion- 
ed in France, 35; the ridiculous Superſtitions it gave Riſe 
to, 47,48, 5 

Controverſial Pieces the Cauſe of a Purity in Style, 112, Cc. 
the V riters of them generally injurions, 99, 106. 

controverſ) per petuated hy Tradition, &c. 311. 

convulſions ſei ud by the Fanſeniſts at the Tomb of the Abbe 
Paris, 47, 48. \ . 

Convulſionaries, their great Number, and many of them im- 
priſoned, 48, 49. 

Corneille, Peter, an excellent Poet, 133, 152; extricates the 
French Theatre from a Chaos, 152. | 

Crdeliers, Heroes of monachal Gallantry, 292. 

Grelli, the Father of Harmony, 335. 

Crſicans rebel agiinſt the Genoeſe, 192; Genoeſe alone cannot 


reduce them, 234; IlJuftration of it by a Fable, ib. give 


themſelves a Kuig and how hes receiv)d, 386, Cc. their 
Condition better'd, 388; reduc'd to Deipair by the Genoeſe, 
390; their Conduct praiſed, 76. 3 
coſeia, Cardinal, his rapacious Temper, and his Puniſh- 
ment, 175, 175. a ä 
courage an admirable Virtue, which ought not to degenerate 
imo Fury, 277. 3 ED 3 Ty 
Court, more eaſy to be acquainted witli it than is imagined, 
149, Cc. 
cent ef Rense carries its Politicks to tlie utmoſt Extent, 41; 


I ice and Venality, ib. Parallel of its Ga- 
its exct ſſi ve Avari Ve vernment 
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. 
vernment with that of Conſtantinople, 42; how the Title 
of Holineſs is abugd by its Popes, 173, Cc. how it en- 
tangles itſelf in the Quarrels of all the Sovereign Princes, 
191. ; 
Court, Ottoman, reſembling the Tnquiſition. 373. 
Curtezans {warm at Rome, where they are tvierated, 41 71; 
not dangerous, compared to the Opera-Wenches at Paris, 
152, 158; ſometimes of delicate and tender Paſlions. 183, 
194; very numerous and reſpected at Venice, 350. 351, Cc. 
and their Ways at Rome, ib. ſome of them the Caule of rhe 
Leagues ending by the bad Preſent given to their Chi-f, 
357; their Life and End ib. the Venetians take care to pro- 
vide the Town with them, 371. | 
Courtiers (ervile Imitators of their Princes, 134; Reflections 
on their Characters. 149, Cc. how they manage falſe Po- 
licy. 154; their Divition into the three Claſſes, of Lovers 
of Art, Readers of Romances, and Talkers of Nonſenſe; 
and into Fops and merry Debauchees, 154 Cc. true Ca- 
melions and Apes of the Sovereign, 156; fawning and 
cringing to the Prince and his Miniſter, but infolent to 
their Inferiors, 160; creep like Slaves, or ſtrut like So— 
vereigns, 161; Turkiſh Emperors have none about them, 
162; more ſtudious of their own Fortunes, than of their 
Maſters Glory, 187. | 
Crebillon, the Poet, abſconds for writing a Piece, called, 
Ecumoire; or The Troubles of the Janſeniſts. 87; his Pieces, 
called, Egaremens du Caur & de I Eſprit very much com. 
mended, tho? cenſur'd for its Disti 235, 2365 a good 
Tragedian, 293; quoted concerning Cor/ica, 388, 390. 
crime involuntary, not puniſhable, 233; the Source of Mo- 
narchy and Tyranny, 391. 
Croſſes, thoſe carried in Proceſſion, compared to the Turks 
Standards of Horſe Tails, 57. 3 
Cuſtoms and Ceremonies often ſpring from Vice, 189; whe- 
ther they are the more noble by their Progreſs, as Rivers 
are. 199. 5 
4 . Crimes of the Undertakers make them miſ— 
carry, 35 323; the Nazarenes always ready to begin 
them, 16. FN 
Cruſaders, infamous Robbers, 16. 
cynics their Impudence, 2722 | | 
Cyril St, of Alexandria, very ſeditious and a great Perſecu- 


tor, 93, 94+ D 


DAMNED he ught by ſome Divines to be as neceſlary to 
theGlory of God, as Galley- ſlaves are to that of Kings, 244 
Confutation of that impious Notion, ib. Difficulties on 
their eternal Puniſhments, 293, Cc. Reaſons for and An- 
{wers, 299, 239, | | Dancing 


IN D E X. 


Dancing, how enſnaring to Youth, 143; preſcribed as a ml. 
raculous Cure by the Janſeniſto, 47, Cc. 


Daniel, the Jeſuit, his Hiſtory of France, ſincere to Francis 1.86, 

Daniel a good Painter, 337. 

Dead, how they are imcrr'd in France, 55, 56; twould be 
hardly more lilly to dance at their Graves than to ling 
there, 56. 

Death, the Advantages that ariſe to the Monks by the Pear 
of it, 67, 6g: the End of all our Troubles, i, 


Deiſts of France skillfully paunied under the Characters of 
Fews, 25, 26, Cc. 


Deluge, Arguments againſt its Univerſality, 260, 


Democritus has his own Eyes bord out for the Sake of Medi- 
tation, 275; his continua! Laughter weakly deſended, ib, 

Demoniacs, l:ererofore numerous 11 France, becauſe tlie Prieſts 
found a Gain by it, 141; Deluſion a Malady which the 
Prieſts get Money by, 216, 217. 

Demons, the dibpotick Power wich the Prieſts and Friars 
pre end to have over them, 4, the Adventure of one with 
a Carpenter, 218, 219; their Tormients may end, 2973 
Cc. their Actions and Nature unknown, tb. 

Demoſthenes, Nis Simplicity, and at the ſame Time his Gran- 
de ur and Eloquence, 18 | 

Denis. King of Sich, his Im pieties towards Jupiter and Aſcu- 

lapius, 213. Os | 

Derviſes, Turkiſh Friars, extremely reſpected, 50, Cc. altoge- 
ther as corrupt as the Nazarene Friars, 62, 

Derviſes and Imans, Turkiſh Friars, as crafty and debauched 
as the Nazarene Monks, 119. 120, 

Des- Cartes, perſecuied by the Monks, 17; deſpiſed by the Pe- 
dants, 88; borrowed from St. Auſtin, 99 ; the Reſtorer of 
Philoſophy. 1293 extraordinary Difference between him 
and a Peaſant, 221, 224; quoted as to the Certainty of 
enlightened Reaſon. 243; is very ſociable, 339. 

Deſpotick Power, no Regard to Country under ut, 188, 195, 


Co | | 

W Ladies. their Character and Intrigues 7; for want of 

Prelates and Canons they take up with Monks, 8. 
Devoutees, Women. the abuſe of Retreats. 384 and following, 
Diagoras, his Impiety towards Hercules, 212, | ; 
Diogenes the Cynic obtained Favours of Las, gratis, 1843 his 

Impudence, 273; bis Chaſtiſement 85 Plato, 273. ; 
Diogenes Laertius, lis Lives of the Philoſophers, better Wrats 

ten than the Lives of ihe Saints. 216, | 
Diana, Men ſacrificed to her in Tauris. 324. 


Directors, ſpiritual, ſubject to the Mode, 11; make an Abuſe 


of Retreats, the ſole eue wage of 8 and 
iſter ies, and how they manage the Sick, 347. 
other Miſter ies, y manag , end 


FIZ E X: 

Diſcord hetween the Prince and People proves the Ruin of 
States. 36, 27. 

Diſpenſation much traded in by the 8 
RE y the Pope, the Sithopy Clergy, 

Diſſinulation, extraordinary and treacherous in the polite 
Compliments of the French, , 79. Cr. called the Knot 
Of Society, ib. as common in the City as at Court, 149; 
horrilly criminal in Matters of Religion, 208, Ce. 

Doss, Legicies left ro them by certain Turk, 117, 

Doge, his Sovereignty imaginary, 346. 

Dominic, St. the Founder of his Order, diverts himſelf with 
burning the Devils Claws 216. 

Dommicans. their Impoſture concerning Magdalene, 167, 

Donatiſts perſecuted by St. Auſtin. 99. 

Doria, Senator, his ſage Advice touching Savona, 232. 

Doglioni gives an Account of the remarkable Things at “. 
nice, 371. 

Don Ae a fine Romance, but the Continuation ordinary, 

2 

FE. 5.2008 the Miniſter, a good Writer, 110. 

Dreſs, the great Attention to it by the Beaus and Belles, 
ra lly'd. trom 10 to 14; how fond the Women are of it 
every where. 62, 81. 5 | | 

Dunſtan held the Devil by the Noſe with a Pair of Tongs, 171, 

Dutch, Enemies to Bigoiry and Superſtition, 254. 


E 


E BO LI, Princeſs of, her Aſcendant over Philip II 266. 

Ecumoire, or Skimmer, a Satyr upon the Moliniſts, for which 
the Author abſconds, 87. | 

Eccleſiaſiicks abhor Blor d. yer burn People, 323, 324; in 
place of Yrolelytes. make only Slaves. 324; how dan ge— 

\ Tous, 331 332; lookd upon as the Oracles of God. ib. 
Abuſe oi their Celibacy, 335, 336; keeping Concubines, 


372. 
Beten expoſed to very great Inconveniencies in France, 
87, 133 Cc. how ea'y 1s made. 151; may be as good 
for the Cuizen as the Man of Quality ib. 
Egypt very populous aud flouriſhing toon alter the Deluge, 


259. 
ens their ridiculous Worſhip, 340. N „ 
Eilhian, thoſe of the Popes very ſerViceable to the City ot 
R me 77. 
Eluſian Fields as probable as Mahomet's Paradiſe, 115. 
Empire, Ott man. will be rund by its inteſtine Diviſions, 
35; the great Sway of the Women there, 268; lis Crus l- 
1 272. 4 X 5 
8 Acites good Genius's, 31; the Primum Mobite © 
the Sciences, 133. | LKA 


INDEX. 


Ergliſh, Cha racter of their learned Men, 18; not more juſt 


ut more free in Matters of Argument than the French, dy; 


of good N 4 but not gay, 180; abuſe their Freed oy, 
too much, 185; great Speech-makers at the Gallows, 205. 

Enjoyment the Bane of Love, 357. 

Envy of Talents, the Quality of mean Souls, 2r, 

ks Epicletuss Maſter, 277; how he broke his Leg, 
278. | 

Epheſus, Temple of, burnt, from what Motive, 274. 

Epictetus, bis Morality more pure than that of the Fathers 
of the Church, go; his Severity more vain than diſcreet, 
278 ; a Slave to Epaphroditus who broke his Leg, 278. 

Epicureans, their Abſurd ities confuted, 209 to 212; the true 
ones wiſer than the Stoicks, 278. 

Epicurus, a ** and famous Philoſopher, who wrote a 

great deal, but none of his Tracts extant, 276, 277. 

Equality, Men are generally inclined to it, and enyy thoſe 
who aim to ſurpaſs them, 233. | | 

Equity, commonly guided by our Paſſions, 231. 
Eraſmus in a manner canonizes Socr ates, 343. 

Eroftratus, why he burnt the Temple of Epheſus, 274. 

Errors of the Divines by Age become Truths, 97, 58. 

Eſculapius's Statue depriv'd of its golden Beard by Dennis 
ths Tyrant. 213. | 

Eu (Le chevalier des) a mean pitifu! Romance, 238. 

Eſtates, an abominable and pernicious Maxim of St. Auſtin 
about their Property, 95 95, | 

Eſt her, obliged to marry Ahaſuerus for the Safety of the 
Tervs, 166, 

Fuclid, Plato went to hear him at Meg ra, 308. 

Eudoxa, Empreſs, her Baniſhment of St. Ch yſoſtome for in- 
ſulting her. 107. 

Eve, a childiſh Notion of the Rabbics concerning her 
Name, 169. | 

Evils, to be ſuffer'd in hopes of Good to come, 278. 

Eunomians, perſecuted by St. home, 17. 5 

Eunuchs. Meſſengers of Love in Aſia, as Cha mbermaids are 
in Europe, 62; made ſo by the ſialians for Intercſt. by the 
Twks from Jealouſy, and the Infamy of the Fractice, 71, 
72; depriv'd of Ecclchaſtical Degrees, ibid. | 

Eviement, St. his Sentiments concerning the great Power of 
Women, 267. ; 

Exripides, an excellent Poet, 133; wrote according to Na- 
ture, 180 ; famous for Tragedy. 282; leſs accompliſh'd 
than Racine, ibid. his Pieces ſhoit. 253 N : 

Euſebius, a notable Palſ.ge of that Hiſtorian concerning 
the Arrogance of Eiſh:v*, 92. | 
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EN DEX. 

Excommunication, the Stege- Players laid under it, 15; how 
abus'd by the Clergy, and what Profit they make of 
It, 75: 76. | 

Exorciſms. apply?d by the Monks and Pricſts to frighten 
and gull the poor Lanty, 216, 217, Ce. 

Extreme Dullien; an Officer demands Brandy and Gun- 
powder, 345, 

| F 


FATHERS of the Curch, very injirious, 364; their Rancour 
and Gall, 50, 91; their Morals not to pure as the Pa- 
gans, ibid. nor fo much reſpected as heretofore, 92; many 
of them would have been look'd upon as ſeditious if 
they had wrote under Hen) III. and IV. 95; Partiality 
of the Nexaren's in their Favours, ib. and 97; their Wr1- 
tings compared to certain Cheeſes, 58; an Excule for 
them ib. wiſer as Philolophers than as Divines, 99, &c, 
give the Name of holy Z-al to their Choler, ib. their ex- 
travagant Zeal and Ambition, 105; blow hot and cold 
in a Breath, ib. believed God to be a material Being, 225, 

Fathers. Greek, wrote a purer Stile than the Latin ones, 108. 

Fav» tes, fee Courtiers. | 

Fenelon, Archbiſhop of Cambray., his great Virtue, and uſeful 
Knowledge, 129. | 

Feſtivals, Ecclefiaſtical, Deſcription of thoſe of Hal), 251, 
252, 

Flemings very ſuperſtitious, 254. | 

Fleu y. Cardinal, his modeſt Cenſure of a Biſhop, 125; his 
Character veiy much to be eſteem'd, 159; very reſery%d 
and very prudent, 255, 

Feu, his Hiſtory good, the Continuation but indifferent, 

62, | 

8 much more ſprightly than the Piedmonteſe, 253, 

F.!l;, that of Noblemen more honour'd than the Merit of 
learned Men, 339 Cc. | 

F,ntaine, La, an excellent Poet, 132; as much an Original, 
as Aſep, his Model, 184. 

F.ntaincs. Abbe des, Author of Nothings, which pleaſe with- 
out inſtcuQcing, 86. 

Fonte nelle, his great Capacity, 65; his wrong Turn in Fa- 
vour of the Moderns, ib. vc. a famous Writer, 152, 

Forcalquier, Count de, reads the Philoſophers. 155. 

Foreigners, ſaſpected every where in a Time of War, 23. 

Fortune, capricious in her Choice of Favourites, 339 ; de- 
pends upon the Will of Man, and his Uſe of Times, 
Places and Perſons, 138. | 

For tune-Tellers ought to be baniſh'd from every civiliz'd Go- 
Vernment, 139. 
| 22 France 
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furetiere. 


Expulſ 


ETL. 
63, 62, 


INDEX 

France only diſturb'd by the Clergy aud Manks 35 

flourihing Condition, with Remirks on the great Power 
of its Kings, and the Cauſts of ir, 5r. 525 Citftracted ab "MT 
Points of Religion, 52; had rather late ler goed duhjests 
and their Wealth, than to let them eit Meat when they had 
a mind to it. #6, their Minds very much cramp, aud E— 
ducation wrong turmd, 87; its different States, 123 its 
Sympathy with Holand, as to Works of the Learned 235 5 
its lexrned Men towards the Cloſe of the X V Il Cemury, 
129 Cc. its Government more firm thin that of he Tarks, 
1945 a rare Phenomenon in its Adminiitririon, 2075 
protects Genoa, hut may one Diy take ir. 191 192; the 
Open and communicative Lives o.tlieir Kinas, 162, 

French, their Civility to Strangers in their own Conner 
and their Diſlike to every thing abroad, 2; their Fond- 
neſs for Modes, 10, 11; are nt allow to culivare che 
Sci-nces beyond a certain Point, 17 20, 87, 88; 
everal Academies, 19, 19; their Deiſts repreſente! un- 

der the Character of Jews, 25, 26; they only banith for 

the Sake of Religion, 27; arefond ofilicir Mon roh, 25; 

their religious Differences, 51, 5; affect to bs Wiity, 

64; the Treachery and Maligufty of their Como! iMance, 

77; falſe intheir Civilities, 79; are naturally Slinderers, 
ib. Friendſhip very rare among chem, 15. always under 

a Conſtraint, ib. are naturally ſprighit and ingenihus 
27; ſubje& to a wrong Elucition 5b, they debate their 

Nobility. 121, 122; have little regard to Merit, 122 c. 

their three Eſtates, 123; their Levity, 125+ their O-inj- 

| on of Honour asthe Chief of all Bleſlinys, 15 Cc. their 
Veneration for their Sovereigns, with iome remarkable 
5 Exceptions 163; their great Vivacity, 179, 182; Cha- 
racter of their common People, 185. Cc. are the Ciufe ar 
their Wives Infidelit y, 232; their Women the moſt dun- 

f gerous Enemies, 267; thetr revengefu] Temper. 258 3 they 

equa] their Theatre tothe Grecian, 280 their Inconſtancy 

L in Love, 353, Cc. criminal Love molt agreeab]2 omen, 

57. 

Friendſhip, very rare among the French, go; cannot hold gut 
againſt Love, 230. 2215 falſedeſcribed and cenfired by 
Cicero, 326, 327; that of Women not to be depended on, 
327; ſerves only fora Pretext to Love, 330; ought to be 
founded upon Virtue, ib. | 

rugality, a pretended Viriue in Tta'y, 252, 

Furetiere, his Dictionary, tho? very good, the Cauſe of his 

Expulſion from the Academy, 19. 


G 
ALL ANTRY, Difference betwixt the Turkiſh and Frenab, 
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Gallies, People condemned to them for the Improvement of 


their Minds, 324. | 
Gallen- Slaves neceſlary for the Honour of Sovereigns, 244. 
Gardens, the three principal ones at Paris, 8r, 82 
Gaſſendi, an excellent Philoſopher, a Native of Provence, 
254; deſpiſed by the Pedants, 88; undeceives a pretended 
Sucerer, 139, Cc. very good humour'd and ſociable, 


6 — their Uſeſulneſs, 32, 33. 
Generals, what they ought to be, 270; compared to Mini- 
tters of State, ib. and 271; obliged to be learned, 341. 
Genevieve. St. ſu pplants St. Peter and St. Paul, and is ſupplant- 

ed by Paris, 11. 3 

Vena Beauties of that City, and the Virtues and Vices of its 
Inhabitants, 190, Cc. the Gallantry which prevails there, 
230. | . 

Genzeſe, very different from the People of Rome, 199, Cc. 
induſtricus and laborious, 191; hate France, to which they 
are ina Manner Slaves, 192; inſulted by all the Italians, 
ib. heartily hate the Piedmonteſe, 192; their Oppreſtion of 
the Cſicaus occaſioned their Revolt, ib. and 234; Tyran- 

ny and Rapaciouſneſs of their Nobility, 193. 224; Slaves 
to the great Men and Monks, 195; are not capable of at- 
taining to any Poſt/y 195 are the Cauſe of their Wives In- 
fidelity, 231; are very polite, 232; cannot reduce the 
Corſicans, and are devour'd by the Germans, 234, 235; 
threatned with the Loſs of Corſica, 387, 388. 

Germans, their Writings very learned, but not very pleaſant, 

181; too much Slaves to their Sovereigns, 185. 

Gerard, Father, Jeſuit accuſed by-the Janſeniſts of ſeducing 
a Woman to debauch her, 49; his Death, and his Gown 
cut in Pieces for Relicks, 50; his Brethren try in vain to 
make him work a Miracle, ib. 

Giulia Romano, two of his Pictures run a great Risk from the 
Frenzy of a Jeſuit, 177 173. | 

Gladiator, a noble Statue in the Borgeſe Gardens, 175. 

Glory, the Primum Mabile of the Sciences, 133; the prevail- 
ing Paſſion of Conquerors, 274; the Detign of it cauſes 
Arts and Sciences to flouriſh, ib. 

Glory, vain. excites to very heinous Crimes, 293; Inſtan- 
ces of i-, ib. &c. | | 

God, Jeſs Danger with ſome People to offend him than the 

Friars, 22; the Notion which the People have of him at 

Rome. 41; the View of all Things that are in him quoted 

from St. Auſtin, by Mallehranche, 100; his Exiſtence prov- 

ed by Locke and St, Auſtin, 103, 104; conſidered by many 
as a miterial Being, 225 ; cannot deceive us, 242; ſome 

Vivines aſſert that the Dainned contribute to the Glory of 


od, 


. 


God, 244; that Aſler tion confuted, 235; he is too vor. 
and juſt to condemn thoſe who act according totherr 
Conſciences, ib. can remit Sins by momentary Punith- 
ments, 293, Cc. the extraordinary Nations o God in tie” 
Talmud, 302, 306; the NNazarenes worſhip the Saints more 
than they dohim, 233, CH-. 
Gods, how the Chineſe chaſtiſe theirs, 393. 394+ 
Government, Reſeniblance of thoſe of Rome and Conſe antiiio- 
ple, 42; the moſt difficult of all Sciences, 199; the ma- 
Narchical and republican compared, 192, 193; Cruel 
of the Ottoman, 372, Cc. that of Venice; 345, Cc. its great 
Severity, 368, 359. | Xt 
Grand Signiors, or Sultans, learn ſome Handicraft, and fend 
theirWorkmanſhip to the Baſhawe, who pay dearly for it, 
42; would not venture to think of what the French King 
durſt put in Execution, 51; have no Courtiers, 162; their 
gloomy ſolitary Lives, ib. baſely treated by the ZFaniza-- 
ries, and the Cauſe of it; 163; the pubJick Misfortunes im- 
puted to them, ib. their Government not ſo well ettled 
as the French, 194; are ſwayed by Women, 268; Dea 
ſeems to be ever at their Call, 373. $i 
Grand Vizir, ſells every thing as wel as the Pope's Miniſtess, 
42; puts any Manto Death, 158; their Cruelty, 373. 
Great, theabuſe of that Title, 185; inſtance of a ridiculous 
Ati:&ation of what's great, IT, 


Great Men in France humbled, 41; how mean before their 


Prince, and inſolent to tietr Interiors, 160; are nothing 
when ſtripp'd of their Titles and Dreſs, 232, Ce. their 
proud Airs only render tliemcomemptible, 233. 

Greeks natural and lofty in their Writings, 190; hate the 
Papiſts more than they do the Turks, 54; they honowed 
Men of Merit, 326. 

Greek Women ſincere and honeſt, 972. 

Gregor), St. of Nazianzen, as ſeditious againſt Zulian, as Bou- 
cher was againſt Henry III. and IV. gr, 

Grotius, his Hiſtory excellent, but the Continuation bad, 362, 

Guignard, John, the Jeſuit adviſes the Murder of Heory LV, 


* 


162; hang'd for it, 85. | 
| EH 


HAK KA DOS H(Rabby Juda) Author of the 35/714, from 


which the Talmud was compaſed, 306. | | 
Hanged, thoſe that are ſo in England, great Speech makers, 
205. 
Rand. weakened by the Number of Objects on which it 
falls, 164; that of Religion the moſt terrible, 232. 
Hector, why dragg'd by Achilles, 18. 
Heirs, their feigmd Grief, 375 of 
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I N D'E 2. 
Hell of no Profit to the Clergy, 197; rejected by Free-think. 


ers for the Diſproportion of us Eternity to momentary 
Crimes, 299; not believed by the Vnlgar, 300. 

Henry VL. degraded by the Sorbonne. . : 

Henry IV. his Aſſa ſſination, 85, 153; could not repair the 
Damages ccc ſioned by his Predeceſſor, 194; aiways go- 
verned by the Women, of whom one proved bis Ruin, 
266, 27; aſtuitnated by Rævaillac, 332. | 

Heraclitus, his inceſſant Weeping ill defended, 275. 

Hercules, his Statue commuted to the Flames by Diageras, 
213. 

8 La, an Opera-Girl, Daughter of a Cobler, 15. 

Hermaphred:te, a fi ne Statue in the Borgheſe Gardens, 175, 

Hermits, abſta ined from all Ceremonies, 155, 157. 

Herces obliged to the Learned, 241. 

H:ppocrates, his firſt Aphoriſm, 380. 

Hiftyry, not to be written with Freedom, WE the proCig ious 
Reſtra im Writers are under in that Reſpect, ib. requires 
Majeſty and Juftice, 220, 241; Poſteri: y judge of it, ib. 
how obſcure and confuſed in the primitive Ages, 258; 
it ſhould be ſtudied in the Originals, and not in the mo- 
dern Copies, 262; Abridgments of it for whom fit, 262, 
264; Continuators of it ordinarily bad. 252; what Care 

It ny, = "Wh 262, Cc. Advice how to read it to Advan- 
rage, 263. | 

| Wins Hhevncs much obliged to them, 241; good ones 

ſcarce. 359; the great Number, their Iancapacity and bad 

Ne hod hurtful, ib. the ancient excellent, 350; what care 

t ey ſhould take, ih. c. Part ia lity the reigning Vice of 

— of them, 353; the P. piſt Hiſtorians very injurious, 

E. foreſt. a Title common heretofore to all Clergy, and fince 
uſurp'd by th: Popes, 173. 174. | 

Holland, ſympathizes with France as to the Sciences, 128; 
the learned Men that flouriſhed bere at the Cloſe of the 
XVIIth Century, 129, Cc. its Government mightily com- 
mended, 193, and following; the Monks tolerated there 
in ſecnlar Habits, 291. | 

mtr. majeſtick and ſublime, 180; as well known as 
Achilles, 341. | 

Monour. beer by the French to every Thing. 130. 

Boneft Women. to ſecure them the FVenetians authorize Curte- 
zans. 371 ; Sextur<quintus ſucceeded better by ſeverely pu- 
niſling Debauchees, 372. 

N. ſpi tallers, ſee Malta Knights. | 

bands, very complailant in France, 4; how they carry 

to their Wives 7. 8; — one another, 81, 82; yur 
courteous at G:noa, 250; tha Jralgnly anthoriz'd by 
their Brethren, 328, 5 er Fps, 


- — 


IND EX 

Aymen. the Bane of Love, 357. 
Hypaciz, a female Philoſopher, ſacrific'd to the Rage of St, 
' Cyril. of Alexandria. $4. | 
Hypocriſy one of the chief Supports of the Monks, 21; hor- 

ribly criminal, and worſe than Atheiſm, 205, 

| - 

ICONIUM, Battle of, St. George heads the Troops, 322. 
Leas, innate, borrowed by the Carrefizns from St. Auguſtin, 

$9, Ce. 
Idiota, the Title of a Book written by Raimond Jordan, 113. 


Enoranee kept up by the Monks, and why, 21; Baſis of 
their Tranquility, 253- | 


I:norant?, they often put Men of Knowledge and Wit to 3i- 


lence, 30, 31. 

Images, abhurr'd by the Mabometans, as well as the Jews, 38. 

Imagination, its Sprightlineſs not owing to the Sun, 179, 180. 

Imens and De, viſbes, Twkiſh Monks, 119; crafty and de- 
bauch'd as the Nazarene Fryars. 119 120. 

Impaſtures, thoſe of the Conyulhonaries of M. Paris, 47, 48; 
one concerning Plato's Tomb, 310. 

Tacarn<t;5n, the pious Nonſenſe of Anſelm, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury on 1— Subject, 109; other Nazarene Impoſtors 
about it. 3 0. 311. 

Indians, piouſly perſecuted by the Spaniards, 324. 

Infallibility reſerv'd to God alone, tho? claim'd by Rome, 17 

Inquiſition, thirſts after the Blood of the Jews, 53; made 
Spain loſe the United Provinces, ib. how cruel in this Ar- 
ricle, 173; ſurnam'd holy Office, 370; condemns People 
to be burnt with a Compliment, 323; extremely curbꝰd 
at Venice, 370; may be compar'd to the Ottoman Court, 


373. | | £ 

Inqu . their inſulting Cruelties, 27, 323. 324. 

Inter ments, Deſcription of the Popiſh, 55, 36. 

Invocatãon of Saints preferr'd by Nux ne to the having Re- 
courſe to God, and their vain Sophiſtry upon this Sub- 
ict 333. Cc. | 

Ijr aelites, puniſh'd as ſoon as they revolted, 37; were no 
Perſecutors, and endeavour'd to reclaim the ten Tribes, 
53. ſce Jews, ell : 5 5 

Italy, Deſcription of its Church Feſtivals, 251, 252. | 

Lalians, their Supper very frugal, ib. their Ignorance, 252 3 
conſtant and j-alous in Love. 353; their Prelates inju- 
rious and ignorant. 364; very ſuperſtitious, 366; more 

_ or leſs degenerated as they ꝰte Prisſt- riaden, ib. | 


4 
ZACOBINS. or T homiſts, can't bear the Mention of their 
Aſſ.ſſin James Clement, 84; ridiculous Theſis of their 
School, 89. | James, 
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James, St. his Temple at Rome; the Original of the Name 
bur leſqu'd, 44, 45. f | 

Zanigon, his Preſent State of the United Provinces, a 
wretched Performance, 361. 

Janixaries, always ready for Rebellion, like the Prieſts and 
Fryars, 35, Cc. diſhonour the Ottoman Race, and are 
cruelly puniſh'd. | 

Tanſeniſts are only baniſd in France, whereas in Spain 
they would be burnt, 27; Authors of ſatyrical Pieces in 
Nouvelles Eccleſcaſtiques, 34; their Appeal againſt the 
Popes Conſtitution, 35. Refuſalof their Obedience to the 
King, for which ſome of them are baniſhed, ib. they 
counterfeit Miracles for the Abbe Paris, and ſeduce a 
great many weak People, 47, 43; are bent on the Ruin of 
Father Girard, 49; ſucceed the Calviniſts, 52. 

Jaquelbt, an Enemy to Bayle, 129. | = 

Ferom, St. haſty and choleric, affronts Ruff nus, 99; he 
wrote elegant Latin, 108; his Story about Paul the Her- 
mit and his Raven, 166. 

Jeruſalem, the Turks Venerat ion for that City, 58. 

Zeſuits. diſpenſe with their Diſciples Love of God, 11, 12; 
powerful and implacable Enemies, 34; Authors of the 
partial and contemptible Journal of Trevoux, ib. perſecute 
the Appellants from the Popes Conſtitution, and refuſe 
Obedience to the French King, 36; try to make Father 

Girard work a Miracle, 49, 50; can't bear the mention 
of their Aſſiſſin, Guignard; 85 3 cauſe Crebillon to be 
imprifoned for his Book, intitled, L'cumoire (or im- 7 
mer) 87; teach the Belles Lettres well, but are the Scourz? | 
of Philoſophy, 82; defeated by Arnauld, 128; one of 
them cauſes the Statues in the Pamphili Gardens to be muti- 


lated, 177. | | 7 
Jews, their conjugal Fidelity, 2. 4, 6, 7, 8; the prudent 

Behaviour of their Doctors, 24; the Name given to De- 7 
iſts in France, 25, Cc. a great many Jews in Spain uncir- 

cumcis\, 26, 60; their Conduct to their Children, 26; 7 
their Days of Puniſhment are Days of Rejoicing to the 

Spamards, 27; are every where under Oppreſſion, 53 7 
cruelly perſecuted in Spain, but well received in Holland, 

ib. their Unity of Fauh defended, 54; they're reproach' 7 


wich too great a Number of Ceremonies, 55; their Diſ- 
belief of the Prophecies relating to the Meſſzah, 58; the 
Prevarications laid to their Charge, 60, &c. drink no K 
Wine but of their own preſſing, and eat no Food but of K 
their own cutting, ib. accusd of thinking they have a 
Right to decieve all other People, ib. perſecuted by St. 
Cyril, of Alexandria, 93; hated by Nazarenes and Mabo- 
metans, 114; very few of them change their Religion, ib. 
8 . | obliged 


INDE X. 

obliged to own their Religion, when ſummoned before 
a Magiſtrate, 165, 166; have a great many needleſs Ce- 
remonies, 167, Cc. fooliſh Tales of their Doctors, 188; 
are not the only People that will be ſaved, 242; they con- 
demn all the reſt of Mankind, 244, &c. proud and vain 
to exceſs, and the Jeſt of all other People, 249; the vileſt 
of the human Race, ib. the Books of Moſes relative to them 
only, 258; how ſuperſtitious, 303, 304; more ſubjected 
to their Traditions than to the Law, 304; the Unity of 
God the Baſis of their Faith, 309; artfully fly to Tradi- 
tion . 7 the Papiſts; 311; revengeful and perfidious, 
33! Crimes of which they are accuſed, ib. very il] uſed 
y the Turks,274; cruelly and horribly perſecuted by the 
Perſians, 274, Cc. ſeduced by Saba tai Scvi, 376, Cc. the 

Portugueſe fews hate and Geſpiſe thoſe of Germany, 377. 


Z—— pretended Dutch Abbeſs, her Adventures and Exploits, 


24. 
Journal of the Learned, formerly in Eſteem, 34. 
Journaliſts, ſome in Bookſellers Pay, and too many literary 
and political Journals, 34, 35. | 
Jubilee, the Traffick which the Popes make by it, during 
which Paradiſe is a free Fair, 43. | 
Judaiſm extremely dangerous in Spain, where the Jews poy- 
ſon their Children who refuſe to embrace it, 26; renewed 
and reformed, 57, Cc. 


Jugglers, Wits of Provence, and the Privileges they enjoy, 


2574 255» 

Julian, Emperor, ſeditiouſly inveigb'd againſt by St, Gre- 

Lor) of Nazianzen, 91; his Merit and Virtues, 364, 
365; treated injuriouſly by the Fathers, ib, defended by 
La Mothe le vayer, 264, 365; fee the Quotation, 

Jupiter, his Statue ſtripp)d of 11s golden Robe by the Tyrant 
Dennis, 213. 5 

Jurieu, his Eaton againſt Arnauld and Bayle, 99, 
129. 

Fuſbics, Biron could not bear that military Men ſhould be 
afraid of it, 357, &c. ; 

Juſtinian, Emperor, excited to Perſecution by the Clergy, 


Tuan Mart yr found Chriſtianity in Plato, 309. 


FB, . 

KINGDOMS, their Tranquility to what owing, 35» 

Kings ought to be ſubject to the Laws, 37, 391; reac) 
= Pope's Feet. 75; and to other Ceremonies, 135; thoſe 
of France put none of their Subjects to Death, till ſentenced 
by the Jndges, 157; the Servility of the great Men to 
them, 150; what they ought to be, 186; given by os 


ito kiſs 


("IE 
$:} 
bs 4 
f 


4 
„ 

+? 
3 1 
by. | 

: 
* 


, 
Tm 
T 
> 
We 
- 


a 


i 
- 
\ 
* 
75 
H 
N | 
9:2 y 
3 
» 
"0526 


rr oo rr noe 


IN D EX. 


in his Wrath, 188; under Obligations to the Learned, 34t, 
342; their Duties branch'd out, 391, Cc. owe their Ori- 
gin to Crimes, ib. Sꝛe Sovereigns, 


L 
LATS granted thoſe Favours gratis to Diogenes, which ſhe 
{o].! dear to others, 184. 
Lanceta, a famous Muſiclan, 337. 
Langlet quoted as to ſome Difficulties about the Deluge, 260, 
Languedocians, pol and ingenious, 253, 254, 


3 Biſhop of Siſſons. and Archbiſhop of Sens, his Life 
o 


ary Alacoque full of Chimeras, and more of the Viiti- 
Onary than the Rabbies and the Cabaliſts, 23. 
Larrey, his Hiſtory of the ſeven Wiſe-men. 381. 
Laubame, the Marquis de, illuſtrious for his Valour, 152. 
Law ought not to be arbitrary, 199. : | 
Law, written, the Rabbies ſuppoſe it to be given to Moſes in 
the Day-time, and explained in the Night, 305, Cc. 
Laws as binding to the Sovereigus as they are to the Subjects, 
37, 126, 127, | | 
Lawyers, Examples to Husbands for Complaiſance, 3. 
League, their ſeditious Preachments and Libels the Cauſe of 
the Aſſaſſinat ion of Henry III. and Henry EV. 84, 85; join'd 
by the Sorbonne to their Shame, 88; folluw a horrid Maxim 
of St. Auſtin 95. 
Learned Men, how they are cramp'd in France, 17 to 20; 
liable to Gſtraciſm, 17; perſecuted by the Monks, ib. 
forced to ſend their Works to foreign Preſſes, 18; their 
Number very much leſſened in France, 64; are not over 
religions, 67; abound ar one time, and are ſcarce at an- 
other, 122. 134; deſpiſed by the Savoyards, 337, 228; 
how utal{ to Mankind. 340; the truly Learned extrme- 
ly modeſt, 339; little conſidered in reſpect of Men of 
Quality. 339 340; Poſterity renders them Juſtice, 341; 
their Advanage over Conquerors, Heroes, and Princes, 
2414242; who are mightily indebted to-them, tb, eſteem- 
ech 11 a1] Times and in all Places, 242, 343; their Writings 
beget Eſteem more than their Perſons, 348. 
Telio, an Italian Player, a bad Writer, 250. 
Letters, Fewiſh, not ſo bold as the Turkiſh Spy, very well re- 
ceived in Hlland, England, and at Paris. See Preface. 
Leti, Gregorio, his impious Maxim, that an Hiſtorian ſhould 
have no Religion, 364. EOS = 
Levantines ex/ravagant and monſtrous in their Writings, 180. 
Levi, a noble Family in France, ſaid to be of the Tribe of 
Levi, 213, Cc. the Marquis de, his want of Religion, ib. 
Lewis IX. K. of France, his Licences to Tumblers, Jugglers, 


Oe. 255. 


Lewis 
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Lewis XIV. K. of France, the Academies he founded for 
Arts and Setences, 126, 127; the Eſteem he retain'd for 
Mazarme, 158; too much extolb'd, and too much abagdy 
by Larrey, 361. 

Lewis XV. K. of France, Succeſſor to his Grand-father's Vir- 
tunes, 134; educated by the Cardinal de Fleury, 159; very 
reſerv'd, 265. 

Lo ſeditious, the Cauſe of the Aſſaſſination of Henry IV. 


5. 

Liberty, Civil, the Right of Mankind, 17; Writers in France 
very much abridg'd of it, 84, 85. 

Lille, Ea Drevitiere, his Timon the Man-hater, and Harle- 
quin ſavage, good Plays, but falſly attributed to a Phy- 
{ician at the Hague, 290, | 

Limiers, his Continuation of Mezrai bad, 362, | 

Locke, borrow'd from St. Auſtin, 103, 104, 105; Excel- 
lency of his Eſſuy on human Underſtanding, 181; extremely 
modeſt, 339. 

Love ſurmounts every thing, and the Inſtances of its great 
Power, 230, 231; can of itſelf beſt pent the Pailions 
which it excites, 236; Court of Love, an Academy ſo 
calld, 255; Love of God ſubje& to the Mode, 11; Je- 
ſuits accus'd of diſpenſing their Diſciples from it, 12, 13; 
childiſhly deſcrib'd by R. Jordan, 113, 114; Character of 

that of different Nations, 353, Cc. loft and conſtant in 

Aſia, 355; the Soul of the Theatre, 283; the Women 
more conſtant in it, than in Friendſhip, 327; exercifes 
all its Power on them, 229; a Preſent from Heaven, 356; 
the Abuſe of it only coudemnable, 256, 357; gave Birth 
to Sculpture and Painting, 236; never Jotes it Right, 385. 

Lovers, French, are Banterers and ſaucy, fickle and pertidi- 


ous, 77, 78. 328, 329; Difference betwixt thoſe of France 
and Turk), 61, 62. 


Louvois, an able Miniſter of State, 152; raisd by his own 


Merit, 159; cut out for military and foreign Affairs, 


and jealous of Colbert, ib. 6 

Luc retius, quoted touching the Origin of the World, 210; 
and as to the intelligent Faculty of Animals, 222; un- 
folds the Myſteries of Nature. 3414. 


Luther, a German . ee Monk, ſupported by Reaſon, 
revenges the Cauſe c 


commended and cenſured, i6. : 
Luxemburg, its Garden, the Theatre of News-mongers, 92, 


M 


MACHIAVE I, Impiety of his Maxim, that an Eiſto- 
rian ought to be without Religion, 264. 


Magdalene, St. Mary, the Dominicans Forgery relating ta her, 


167. Magicians. 


good Senſe under Oppreiſion, 199; 


e 


INDE X. 


"Manicians, See Sorcerers, 


Mahomet ſucceeded Moſes and Jeſus in perfecting the Law 


of God, 60, | 

Mahometans not very ſcrupulous in ſeveral Articles, 16; 
their ſervile Reſpect to their Santons and Derviſhes, 50; 
mad to make Proſelytes, 53, 54; give no Quarter to the 
Knights of Malta, ib. not to much hated by the Greeks as 
the Papiſts are, ib, the Antipathy between their Sects of 
Omar and Aly, ib, are real Jews, 58, 61; they bury ſome 


Sentences out of the Alcoran with them, 68; don't diſ- 


pute about Religion, 116; their great Charity and Cle- 
mency, 116, 117; their ReſpeC to their Parents, 117; not 
Backbiters, ib. their Probity, ib. are not Drones, 119; 
their Wives very much confin'd, 6. their Taciturnity, 
118; their Advancement proportion to their Merit, 
122; they are not Flatterers of their Prince and his Mini- 
ſters, 161; have many impertinent Ceremonies, 187; 
their Wives very ſubje& to conjugal Infidelity, 6, 386; 
Maltreat the Jews and Greeks, 374; make their Wives be- 
lieve that their Souls are morta], 386. 
Mahometiſm, compar'd to the Tower of Babel, 54; to refind 
Judaiſm, &c. 57; to Paganiſm, 115, 116. | 
Maimbourg, the Jeſuit, a great Falſifier of Hiſtory, 85; 
writes Th Weſtern Schiſm with more Fidelity, and is ex- 
pell'd from his Order, ib. ä 
Mai ſin, Chevalier de, Monceca's Guide at Paris, 12, 14, 15; 
his Reflections on Courtiers, 149 to 157. | 
 Mallebranche, deſpisd by Pedants, 88; borrows from St, 
Auſtin, 99; a great Meraphyſiclan, 129. 


Malta, Knights of, their furious Vows againſt the Turks, 54. 


Manet hon, his Sentiment touching the Origin of the Jens, 


249. 
MANA a Turkiſh Game with little Shells, 118, 
Manuſcripts numerous at Paris, 83; caſtrated and deſtroyed 
by the Monks, 111, Cc. ; 
Mayenne, Dnke of, his Debaucheries the Cauſe of ending the 
Rebellion, 357. ; , | 
Maratti, Carlo, an illuſtrious Painter, 333. 
 Marets, Des, his Ariana criticisd, 237. ; N 
Marivaux writes in a moving but affected Stile, 87; his 
Double Inconflancy and Loves Surprize praisd, 280. 
Marius the Cauſe of great Misfortunes in the Republic, 194. 
Mark Anthony the Cauſe of great Misfortunes in the Repub- 
| lic, ib. procures the Empire for Ceſar, and loſes both chat 
and his Life for Cleopatra, 230; his Character by Voltaire, 
286. | 
Mark. St. Patron of Venice, bis magnificent Temple, 348. 
Marriage, difagreeable Re, reſentation of it, 249 3 3 or ot 
| 6 ? raimes 
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Traffick in France, 4; after what Manner many of them 


are patch'd up, 122; how much Celibacy is contrary to 
it, 235; Pope Pius II. was for reſtoring the Privilege to 
the Yrieſts, 318. | 

Martiniere, Bruzen, his Introduction to the Hiſtory of Asta, 
Africa, and America, a very indifferent Work, 365. 

Maryellyus, the Reception of the Fables of the Foets, and 
thoſe of the Alcoran, owing to that Quality, 116; as 
contemptible as Nonſenſe, 241, 

Maſſillon, a Native of Provence, and a great Orator, 255. 

Matter only acts upon Matter, 136, 137. 

Maxarine, Cardinal, compar'd to Oreſes of Alexandria, 943 
his Character, 158; a very able Miniſter, 265; his Su- 
periority to the Prince of Cord? in Politicks, 270. 

Mediocrity, its Advantages, 153. 

MA***#% the Bailiff de, his Adventure with the Dancing- 
girl, Prevot, 146, 147. 


| Memoirs Hiſtoriques, a puiful political Journal of a quendam 


Exciſe-man, or Maltotier, 131. 

Men, their Fortune depends on their Improvement of Time, 
Place, and Perſons, 179, 180; thoſe of all Countries 
alike, 150; thoſe of illuſtrious Fame, why {carcer at 
one Time than another, 122, Cc. lets conſtant thin Wo- 
men, 329, Cc. Cauſes of their Vices and Diſordres, 2553 
kept in by Fear, 392. 

Merit the Cauſe of Þreferment in Tur“), 122. 

Merſenne, Father. his Obſervation on the Quantity of Water 
produc'd by the moſt violent Storms. 250, Cc. 

Meſſiah very mucli reſpe&ed by the Mehometans, 53; the 
Beauty of his Morality, 59; Hiſtory ot the pretended 
Meſſiah, Sabatai Sevi, 275, &c. | 

Metaphy/icians, very much cramp in France, 16, 17. 

Michael Angelo rebuilt the Capitol magnificently, 69. 


Miniſters of State, Men of Capacity and Experience, 156, Cc. 


their Character, and the Extent of their Power, 157 Cc. 
thoſe of France, very able Men, ever ſince Henry IVtu's 
1 ime, eſpecially the Clergy, ib. the Vanity of the Cour- 
tiers one of the principal Reaſons of their Reſervednels, 
161; expoſed to publick Hatred, 154; what they ought 
to be, 265. Cc. Inſtances of the wilett of them that were 
never marryd, th, onght to be of Age, 259, Cc. com- 
par'd to Generals, 270. - | 
Miracles, great Means to ſurprize and aſtoniſh People, 47, 
4%; that of St, Fames at Rome, 44. 45; thoſe of the Abbe 
Paris, 47, 48; a Delign that Father Girard ſhould work 
them, 40, 50; that of the confeorared Candle at Amiens, 
217, Cc. the Nazarenes very fond of them, 322, 323. 
| Mirobelan, 
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IN D EX. 

Mirobolan, an Apothecary at Chalons upon the Saone, his 
frunleſs Attempt o punzſh his Wife?s Incontinence, 2, 3. 

Atiſirefſes, their prodigious Power, 267 Cc. thoſe of Ec- 
Cleliaſticks and Undertakers ihe moit happy, 358; their 
Fates and End, ib. | | | 

Miſhna. firſt Collection of the Talmud by the R. Zuda Huk- 

adoſh, leis ridiculous than the following. 306, 

Miſſions often occaſion Debauchery, 348, 385. 

Mode, its univerſal Dominion in France, 9, 10, 11; Writ- 
ings ſubject to it, 240. To 

Moderns, a Diſpute about their Preference to the Ancients, 
928 5 not fit to write the Hiſtory of the Ancients, 
255, Oc. | 

Modeſty, the Qualification of great Men, 339. 

Mc liere, an excellent Poet, 152; his beſt Pieces taken from 
the Manners of the City and Kingdom, as well as from 
the Court. ib. Excellency of his good Pieces, and Indif- 

ference of his ordinary ones, 281 ; equal, if nut ſuperior, 
to the Greek Plays, ib. | 

Aſoliniſts, St. Chriſoſteme their Patriarch, 107. 

 Morceca, Aarin, one of the Correſpondents in theſe Jewish 
Letters, his Conſent to their being tranſlated into French, 
Pref, his Arrival at Marſeills, Lyons, and Paris, I, 2. 

Afonks, a vile and contempible Clais, their Debaucheries, 
8; Perſecutors of the Sciences in France, from 17 to 20; 
their Knavery and Hypochriſy, 21; is more dangerous 
to affroni them than the Deuy, 22; the only Diſturbers 
of France, 36; compar'd to the Janizaries and Spahis, 35; 
make their fair Bigots believe that they take away the 
Guilt of unlawtu]l Copulation. 38. Cc. the Swarm of 
them at Rome, 41; Retailers of the Diſpenſations bought 
from the Pope, 42; their different Dreſſes, 55; imitated 
by the Mahemetans, 62; abuſe the Confidence of the Peo- 
ple in the Saints, 63; ?tis a capital Crime to ſtrike or 
3 them. 66; how they gain by the Peoples Fear 
of Death. 67, Cc. forbid the beſt Books, 84; Inſtigators 

of the Aſſeſſination of Henry IV. 85; Corrupters of Edu— 
cation, 88; are ſedirious, and would paſs for Martyrs, 
943 partla] in Favours of the Aucients, 95; fight them- 
ſelves with the Pen, and make others fight with the 
Sword, 1t6; their bad Qualities, 125, Cc. the Sink of 
a1] Vices, 16. their idle Tales the Cauſe of the Diviſion 
and Schi\m between the Nazarenes, 169; one mutilates 
Scarnes. 177; another is for ſpoiling two Pictures, ib. and 
178; they have more Credit in Italy than in France, ib, 
their Invention of Purgatory, and the immenſe Wealth 
they get by it, 195, Cc. and what they got by the Dona- 
tions of Fools for preaching, that the World was juſt at 
| | | an 
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an End, 198, &. they pretend to a deſpotic Power over 
Devils, 217, Cc. they damn without Mercy all that are 
out of the Pale of their Church, 236, Cc. make Igno- 
rance the Bifis of Tranquility, 253; their Charity to the 
Poor, 256, Cc. a Deſcription of their Life, 287, 2523 
their Inutiliy, 290; their Prejudice, 291; the Pops 
Troops, 16. ſüiffer d in Holland ani Eν,νEᷓ d Har as 
otiier Men, ib. very much given to Women, 200; a per- 
nicious Brezd, ib. their Wrarings full of Invectives, 2545 
their Domination deg<nerates the People, 365; they have 
ſome Credit with the Military, 358; have no Power ac 
Venice, ib. keep Miſſ's, 372; are not forgeiful of them— 
_— with dying Perſons, 382; abuſe Retreats, 393 to 
= o 

Montagne, an excellent Author, a Quotation from him con- 
cerning the imelligent Faculty of the Oxen of Suja, 223. 

Montaniſts perſecuted by St. . 40 127, 

Montanari, a great Muſician, 335. 

Mordecai, his Fidelity to Ahaſuerus, 23, 

Mortemar, Duke of, extoIÞd, 155. 

Moſes in great Veneration among the Turks, 58; leads the 
Jews out of Egypt into Syria, 249; his Books relate only 
to the Jews, 258; how he received the written and oral 
Law according to the Rabbies, 304; 35. 

Motte, Houdart de la, the Son of a Hitter, 151. 

Mountains, a Calculation of the higheſt, 260, 7c. 


Multiplication of Noah's Children prodigious, 259; enjoin'd 


to the Fews, 335. 


Muſick, the chief Part of the Church Feſtivals in Italy, 
251, Cc. ſerv'd as Interludes in ancient theatrical Pieces, 


353, Cc. 
N 


NATHAN, BENVA MIN, a Diſciple of Sabatai Sevi, 375. 

Nature acts always in the ſume Manner, 133, Cc. i 
Wazarenes, the Irregularity of their Behaviour, and parti 
cularly as to Adultery, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8; their Sabj-ction of 
Religion to Faſhion, 11, Cc. with them 's all Myttery 
and Revelation, 15; are laden by che Popes with Chains, 
20; may ſooner affront God than the Friars, 22; molt 
of them only outward Profeſſors, 25; ſelzed With a 
preverſe Spirit, 53, Cc. Perſecutors of one anoiner, 
53 to 55; mad to make Proſelytes, 53, Cc. their Faltſt 
only founded upon Fear, and their Religion compared 
to the Tower of Babel, 54; they look upon the Jews 
as Reprobates, ib. their Burials, 55, 56; their Multitude 
of Ceremonies, 55; and impertinent ones, 167, Cc. al- 
ways againſt Toleration, and for Perlecution, 90, 91, 
2 Nn2 107; 
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IND E X. 
107; their Partiality for the Fathers, 95, 96, 97; their 
Opinion of the filly Tales of the Monks, 169; how cre- 
dulous they are, 199, Cc. the Beauty of their primitive 
Religion, 200, 201; very credulous as to the Genii and 
Spirits, 216; their religious Tracts perfect Romances, ib. 
as they worſhip the ſame God with the Jens they ought 
not to be excluded from Salvation, 242, &c. they aſſert 
the Neceſlity that ſome ſhould be damned, 244; their 
Wives very ſubject to conjugal Infidelity, 6; the firſt all 
Platonicians, 209; ſuppoſe a pretended Prophecy of Pla- 
8 310; ſupport their Religion by Cheats and Fables, 
2:15 great Lovers of Miracles and of Prodigies, 


— 
— 
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c. ready to undertake a-new the Holy War, 323; 

ect God to addreſs the Saints, 333, Cc. Character of 

ve; 373 to 355; loſe themieIves with Curtezans 
ie (hey comlemn Plurality of Wives among the Turks, 
372; thelr Hiſtorians partial and injurious, 254, 255 3 
agree that War is contrary to Religion, yet commit Ho- 
ttilicies wi hout Scrnple and with great Cruelty, 368; 
ery one of them leaves ſome Legacy to the Monks, 

382. * 

Mazareniſin, has no Occaſion for Impoſtures, 3 10, 311; only 
proper to make Cowards, 356, = 

Meceſſity diſpenſes from the Obſervation of ſuch religious Ce- 
remonies as are the moſt eſſential, 26; and obliges ſome- 
times to great Cruelt ies, ib. | | 

Tepotiſm, how pernicious to the Romans, 75, 75; the perpe- 
tual Ruin of Rome, 172, Cc. an Inſtance of it in Coſcia, 
175, 179, | 

Nera, did more Harm than ten Titus did Good, 194; burnt 
R;me from a Principle of Vain-Glory, 275; born for the 
Puniſhment of the Romans, 303. 

Newh ff. Baron, makes himſelf King of rica. See Theodore. 

Vers mon gers, their Concourſe, 82; ridicuPd, ib. their vain 
Diſcourſes and Coujsctures, ih. 

Tews. Papers, their Uſeſulneſt. 33; the Fewiſhß Letters diſtri- 
bed in thit Form, 38; News at Paris loou defac'd by 
others, 125. 

Newton, Sir Iſuac, deſpiſed by the Pedants, 88. 

uus, an indolent Atheiſt, 212, 213. : : 

Val, Objections as to the numerous Poſterity of his three 
Sons, 259, 260; vain Diſputes, 250, 261; his Poſterity 
the certain Source of Mankind, 261. | 

W-bility, very profule, 153, &c. not ſo happy as Burghers, 
ib. venal in France, 121; depends in Turky on Talents and 
Merit, 122; the ſecond State in France, 123; their Envy 
of the Clergy, 124; their Weakneſs more reſpected than 
true Merit, 339, 249; Character of petty German Nobles, 
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340; all imagine that they will be cranſmitted to Poſte- 
Tliy, 3443 a merry Story of a French Gentleman, 245 3 
the Poor deſpiſed, 348; the Venetian Nobles proud and 
haughty, 345 Jets etteemed now in France tlian formerly, 
240; Vany of the German Nobility, ib. 

Novatians perſecuted by St. Cyril of Alexandria, 94. 

Wovelty always agreeable tothe People, 116. 

Nouvelles Eccleſiaſtiquese or, Eccleſiaſtical Gazette, publiſhed 
by the Fanſeni/?s, and ought to be fuppreſYd, 34. 


O 


OBEDIENCE, filial, the Turks, Tartars, and Arabians, 
noted for it, 117. 

Offences, the Pardon of, a great Virtue among the Turks, 115. 

Officers, chimerica! Hopes of the loweſt Claſs, 344. 

Oil, that of the Extreme Unction ridicubd, 383. 

Les of the Ope- 


ra, 144. 


| 4 
Old Officers very fond of the old Times, 82. 


Onis, Iſaac, a Rabby at Conſtantinople, one of the Correſpon- 
dents in the ewiſh Letters, 1; diſguſted with the Talmud 


turns Caraite, 304, 306, 307, 326; abandons Conſtantins- 


tle and arrives at Smyrna, 372. 

Operas or, Royal Academy of Muſick, Account of it, 13, 
14, Cc. Conduct and Character of the Women Perfor- 
mers, 14, 15; they and the Actors excommunicated, 16. 


Enuchs inſtead of Women fing in them at Rome. 71; eſta- 


bliſhed by Lewis XIV. 126; Corruption and dangerous 
Inirignes of the Actreſſes, 143; 144; their Artiiices, I44z 
145, 145, 


Oreſtes, Governor of Alexandria, perſecuted by St. Cyril 94. 


Orleans, Dake of, Regent, amuſes both the Parliaments and 
the Clergy, 125,3 his Courage, notwithſtanding his Foible 
for the Fair Sex, 226; re-eſtabliſhes the Italian Comedy ac 
Paris, 2%0, x f 

Oſman, Ba ſhaw. See Bonneval, Count. 


Oſman, Emperor of the Turks, baſely murdered by the Ja- 


ni aries, 163. | 

Oſtraciſm, a Baniſhment for the Term of ten Years among 
the Greeks, inflicted on the learned Men of France, 17. 

Ovid, his Medea commended but loſt, 282; the Delicacy of 
his Eleg ies, 341. | 


xen, thoſe in the Gardens of Suſa, Mathematicians, 223. 


| | ; 
PADUA. Profeſſors of all Religions received by its Uni- 
verſity for the Degree of Doctor, 371. 
Paganiſm not ſo corrupted as Moliniſm, 12. 
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IN D E X. 


Painters abound at Rome, 41; their Academies at Rome and 
Parts, 126, 127. | 

Painting lov'd in Piedmont, but no good Artiſts there, 337. 

Palai Royal of Paris, the Manſion of Love, and the Thea- 
tre of Cuckoldom, 82. WES 

Pampbili, rhe Country Seat of the Princes of that Family 
magnificent, 176 ; the Statues of it mangled at the In- 
ſtigation of a Jeſuit. 177. 

Papiſti, their Writers injurious, 364. e | 

Pantheon, formerly the Temple of all the Pagan Deities, 
and now of the Chriſtian Saints, 171, 172. 

Pw adiſe, a free Fair during the Jubilee, 43. 

Pardon of Injuries a great Virtue among the Mahometans, 116, 

Parents very much honour'd by the Mahometans, 117. 

Faris, the Theatre of Love and Folly, 182. 

Pris, Abbot, a Junſeniſt Deacon; the Ridiculouſneſs of his 
prerended Miracles, 46 to 43; the King cauſes the Church- 
yard where he lies to be ſhut up in vain, 48; this pre- 

ended Saint's Miracles put thoſe of St. Genevieve out of 
Credit, 11 ; only Fiſh-women now in his Intereſt, 333. 

Parliaments of France, their Privileges very much leſſen'd, 
124; always oppoſed the Popes and their Underſtrap- 
pers, 10. crnelly bubbled by the Regent, and that of Paris 
band. 127. | 

Parody of Alcibiades, an infamous Work, 131. ER, 

Paſquier, a remarkable Paſſage quoted from him, ſhewing 
how the Term of Holineſs is abuſed by the Court of 
Rome, 172, Cc. 

T. ports to the other World, granted by the Monks to Peo- 
ple on THEE Death-beds, 67; good Works the only ſafe 
one, 68. | | 

Paſſions, how Men are their Dupes, 58; and how they are 
alwaysſway?d by them, ib. put on the Appearance of 

Virtues, 231. c 1 

Paul, St. the Apoſtle, his Statue plac'd on a Pillar at Rome, 
172; he rebukes his College, St. Peter, ib. | 

Paul, St. the Rermit, fed 50 Years by a Raven, 166. 

Paul, the Deacon, maintains an Impoſture with reſpect to 
the Incarnation, 310. Er 

Paul, of Samos, his haughty Character copied in the mo- 
dern Prelates, 92, | 

Peace of Mimeguen, Hiſtory of it bad, 391, | 

Peaſant, the prodigious Difference of one from a Philoſo- 
pher,:221, Ge. i : | | 

Peireſc, a fam'd and learned Antiquarian of Provence, 355- 

Nl ier. La, an Actreſs at the Opera, originally a Meader 
of old Stockings at Rouen, 15. | 

Fenates and Lares compared with the Saints of Rome, 63. 

: Pententiariesy 


. 


Penitentiaries, Grand, at Rome, remit Sins by the Touch of a 
Wand, 43. | | 

People always Dupes of the Impoſture and Hypocriſy of 
the Prieſts and Friars, 20 ro 23; bubbled by the moſt 
fooliſh Imaginations, 47, &c. their Happineſs depends 
on their Submiſſion to the Laws, 35; ought not to call 
their Sovereigns to Account, 37 3 Books give an imper- 
fect Knowledge of them, 308, Cc. 

Petau, Jeſuit, his odd Calculation of Noah's Poſterity con- 
futed, 259, Cc. TG | 

Peter, St. Apoſtle, reprov'd by St. Paul, his Collegue, 173; 
his Statue placed on a Pillar at Rome, ib. 


Peter I. Czar of Muſcovy, his Character and odd Match, 231. 


Peter's Church at Rome, its Magnificence, 43. 

Petit pas, La, her Intrigue with an Officer, 132, &c, 

Petits-maitres. their Folly in point of Faſhion and Dreſs, 
10, Cc. Examiners and Comptrollers of the Preſs of the 
Women, 13, &c. are to be match'd in Turky, 61. c. not 
very devour, 67; their Treachery, 77, 78; their Itch for 
back-biting Quality, 80, 81; Slaves to the Paſſions of Wo- 
men, 118; great Babblers, ib. Dupes to the Actreſſes at the 
Opera, 145, Cc. pretend a Right to be fickle and incon- 
ſtant, 328. . 


Petronius applauded for his Tranquility in the Hour of Death, 


205 | 
Philip de Neri, Patron of Turin, 333; much reſpected in that 

City, ib. a fine Picture of this Saint by Slimaine, ib. on 

his Feſtival a Panegyrick upon Celibacy, 235. | 


Philoſophers, very different from Divines, 98, 99; Advan- 


tage of their Enquiries, ib. what has induced many of 
them to deny the Being of a God, 211, 212; are gener.]- 
ly very vain, and ſometimes extravagant, 275; ought to 
be compaſlionate to the Vicious, 277; ancient Philoſo- 
phers great Travellers, 308. 
Philo ophy, Hermetic or tranſmutatory. See Cabaliſts. 
Philoſophy, the Jeſuits are the Scourge of ir, 88; the ſchola- 
{tick Sort very pernicious to the Mind, 89. 5 
Philtres, or Love- potions, cant determine the Will, but diſ- 
poſe the Body, 137, Cc. | | 
Piedmonteſe their Hatred to the Genoeſe, 192, See the Note, 
their Subſtance and Frugality, 252; their Ignorance, ih. 
their ridiculous Aſſemblies of Wit, 253; their Vanity, 
Sloth, and Subjsction to the Inquiſition, ih. cheir Dulneſs 
and Inferiority to the Forentines, ib. not famed for the 
Sciences, 254; nor have a Taſte for fine Writings, 256, 
Pierre, Abb de St. bis good Senſe and his Foible, 86. 
Filgrims, how the Spaniards get ta Rome gratis, 255; are as 
much regarded by the Nazarenes as by the Mahometans, ib. 


6 : - 
3 
. * * 


. r 


1 
| 4 
' by 
By 
„ 
1 


Planets, 


= — ** * 
* - 


r 


x Mat. nt 


D. 

Planets, Bodies without Knowledge, 138. 

Plato, his miſtaken Notions of the Nature of God, 225 ; his 
Chaſtiſement of Diogenes for his Vanity, 2733 a great and 
wiſe Philoſopher, 275. 

Plautus, believed to be a Piedmoniteſe, 252; ingenious and di- 
verſified, but often low and childiſh, 281, _ | 

 Plutarch, an excellent Hiſtorian, 262. | 

— to what the Reception of their Fables is owing, 115, 
116. | | 

Politeneſs, treacherous of the French, 79, Cc. 

9 of the Court of Rome carried to the utmoſt Extent, 

I, Co N - | 

Polity or civil Government of the Yenetians very ſevere, 368, 


369, | 
8 the Cauſe of great Misfortunes to the Republick, 194. 
Popes, aſſume the Title of God's Vicegerents, &c, 20; pre- 

tend to Infalliblity, 35; and that he cant miſtake tho! 

he errs, ib. and 72; contradicting one another in Matters 
of Faith, 73, 74; their Bulls lock'd up by the Yenetians 
without being read, 27; the prodigious Sums they get 
by Canonizations, 41, Cc. make Sale of every thing like 
the Grand Vizirs, ib. leavy great Sums on the Biſhops, 
which they refund to themſelves from the Prieſts, who 
therefore ſtrip the Laity, 42; traffic in Diſpenſat ions, and 
get immenſe Sums hy Jubilees, 42, 43; pretend to a Power 
of Salvation by Conteſſion, 66, 67; admit Ennuchs to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Degrees for Money, 72; comical Shifts to 
which their Infallibility drives them, ib. make them- 

ſelves worſhip'd as Gods, 75; their Death and a new E- 

Jeion earneſtly wiſh'd for by the People of Rome, ib. dif- 

Poſe of Times and Seaſons, 75; great Enemies to Parlia- 

ments that oppoſe their Uſurpations, 124; their ſpiritual 

Power compared wich that of old Rome, 135; formerly 

choſe by the People, and confirmed by the Emperors, 

173; now only by the Cardinals, 174; have uſurped the 

Title of Holineſs, and a Paſſage out of Paſquier on that 

Subject, 173, 174. See Notes; one while wo or three 

Popes at a time, 174, Cc. a Banter on their Infallibility, 

175; condemn the Declaration of their Inferiority to 
Councils, ib. are not choſe till they are very old, 270. 
Port. Royal deſtroyed by the Monks, 17, 
Porto Fechio taken by Theodore, 388. 

Portugueſe, their Writings bad, 179. E 
Poyſon given by the Spaniſh Jews to their Children who will IF 
| not embrace Judaiſm, 26; heretofore granted to the 

Unfortunate, 68. | np a 
Pr adon, in a Month compoſes his Phedra, a bad Piece, 339. 
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Praiſe, if ill beſtowed, ſtands for an Affront, 79; compar'd 
to Poyſon infuſed in pleaſant Liquor, ib. conducive to 
the Encouragement of the Sciences, 134. 

Preachers obliged to follow the Faſhion of the Times, 11; 
pleaſantly deſcribed by a Few, 28, 29; paid for preach- 
ing againſt their own Practice, 30, | 

N N ſeditious, Cauſe of the Aſſaſſination of Henr) 

8, 91. | | 

Sd . his Sons in no better Caſe than the ancient 

petty Kings at Rome, 70. 

Prevot, d Exiles, his Romances approved, 238. 

| Prevot, la, an excellent Dancer in the Opera at Paris, her 
| | Lewdneſs, 146, Cc. : 

| Prieſts, Nazarene, embroil Religion for the Sake of bearing 

Sway, 15; lay the Sciences under terrible Reſtraint, 16, 
Cc. are the only Authors of the Troubles in France, 35; 
compared to the Janizaries and Spahis, ib. retail che Diſ- 


; penſations which they buy of the Pope and Biſhops, 47, 
42; favour the Opinion of! Sorcery, 141, Cc. pretend 
. to an abſolute Power over Demons, 216. 

Þ Printing enjoy: great Liberty at Venice, 379. 

8 Probability neceſſary to Romance as well as to Comedy, 241. 
) Proc ons with the Saints Shrines deſcribed, 63. ; 
3 of St, Mark, their Functions and Prerogatives, 
345. | | | 

- Prophets of the Jews very much reſpeRted by the Tarks, 583 
"Þ the Fews disbelief of the Prophecies relating to the Meſſt- 
a | ah, ib. receive the Oral Law of 70 Seniors, and commu- 
. ö nicate it to the Sanhedrin, 305. | 

- : Proſelytes, the Wazarenes and Mahometans very zealous to 
- 1 make them, 53, Cc. | 5 | 

I | Proteſtants decide nothing as to the Salvation of others, 2443 
7 1 their Anſwer as to that Point in the Conference at P, 
Sy 4 246; reject Traditions as the Caraites, 307; admit of no- 
2 1 thing but Holy Scripture, 311. 

Js 5 Provence, the Natives ſprightly and ingenious, 254. Ted. 
e MF Provinces, United, ſhook off the Spaniſh Yoke, by Reaſon of 
75 * the Inquiſition, 53; and became the Depoſrartes of the 
0 . Riches of the Univerſe, and the Guardians of oppreſſed 


Liberty, ib. 

Prude, the Character of one in Love, 256. : : 

Publick, always ready to be deceived, and their varlous 

Foibles, 116, ; 2 

I Pufendorf the Continuation of his Introduction to Hiſto- 
ry, bad, 352. . | | 

Puget, his Statues at Genoa, 199, See Notes. 

Pulpit, pleaſantly deſcrib) by a Few, 28. : 

Purgatory invented by the Monks, and their Gain by 1t, 1 85 
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INDE X. 


c. is only believed by the Vulgar, 198, Cc. admitted 
by ſeveral Religions, 298; cloggid wich many Abſurdi- 


ties by the Papiſts, ib. there may be one, and in what 

Senſe, ib. | | | | 
1 

RABBIES, their mild Carriage towards the Fews, 22; not 

ſuch Viſionaries as the Archbiſhop of Sens, 23; charged 
with impoſing on their People, 58, 59; the Sincerity of 
one of them, ib. have introduced a great many imperti- 
nent Things into their Religion, 167, 2023 two remark- 
able Impertinences, 168, 159; they condemn all the Na- 
zare nes, 244, Oc. very oppoſite to the Caraites, 301, 302; 
ſuperſtitious to Exceſs, 303, Cc. more taken vp with 
Traditions than the Law, ib. ſuppoſe the written Law 
to be given in the Diy-time, and the oral in the Night, 
907 3 make Goda Sinner, vicious and penitent, 302, 396, 

Rabbiniſts, See Phariſies, 

Racine, an excellent Poet, 133, 1523 who were his Models 
for Tragedy, 152; an admirable Tragedian, 282; more 
perfect than Euryvedes, ib, his Eſther and Athalia to be 
placed in the Rank of ancient Tragedies, 283; bis admi - 
Table Picture of Ibrahim in his Bajazet, 285; his Thera- 

_ menes blaryd, 286; employed a Year in compoſing his 
Phedra, a Maſter-piece, 339; a beautiful Paſſage of bis 
Britannicus, 344. ; 

_ Rayotsh;, thought to be new King of Co-/ica, 338; this Con- 
jecture founded on his Bigotry. ib. | | 

Raimond Fordan, his Puerilities, 113. 5 ; 

Rain, an Obſervation of what Quintity falls in a certain 
Space of Time, 260, 261. 8 

Raphael an excellent Painter, 172; his fine Pieces like to 

ave been diſtroy'd by a Pope, ib. 

Ravin, the Continuation of his Hiſtory a very ſorry Per- 
formance. 131, 352; its Authors, 131. 

Ravaillac aſſ ſſinatẽs Hen) IV. 163, 332 | 

Reaſon a Preſent from God, who cannot deceive us, 242, 

Rebels cover themſelves with a Cloak of Religion, 163, 

Recollet or Franciſcan Friar, the Gallantry of one, 38, 39. 

Reform'd, perſecuted in France. 52, 

Regents think ih-mielves above the oreateſt Men, 82, 

Relations, he beſt often imperfect, 308. 

Religion, ſubiect co Mnde in France, 11; perplexed by the 

- Prieſts and Friars for their Pur poſes, 15; they expect to | 

be believed on their bare Word, 20; the Cauſe of the de- 

ſtructive Wars in Trance, 51, 52; the inſupportable Yoak 
impoſed by Religions, the Reaſon of their not being ob 
ſerved, ib. their Difference aſcribed to the Influence of 
the Stars, 248. Renar 


IND EX. 
Renard, a good Poet, 152; plays upon Apothecariee, 381. 
Requem & lux perpetua, 4 Jeſt upon theſe W ords in the Office 
lor the Dead, 56. | 


Retreats, Aſſemblies of Women at certain Convents, and how 
abuled, 383 Cc. | 

Retz, Cardinal, as ſeditious as St, Cyril of Alexandria, and 
their Rebellion compared, 93, Cc. Vartialiiy ot the French 
WI! reſpett to them, 95; not io dangerous as Madame 
de Chevreuſe, 267, 

Rewards, their t1couragement to perfection in the Arts and 
Sciences, 134. . 

Rhode, the Fews charged with its luis, 331. 

Richlieu, Cardinal, tis Character, 155; a moſt able Mini- 
1ter, 265, Cc. Duke , gay and amiable, 155. | 

Ripperda, Dube of, ru ces to Morocco, 388; thought to be 

the new King of Crſica, ib. | 

Rochef ucauit, Duke ot, a Court- Author, 152. 

Rohault, an illuſtrious Philoſopher, 129. 

Rollin, his ancient Hiſtory, a good Book, 86. 

Romag neſi, an Italian Comedian, a wretched Writer, 280. 

Romances. the Amuſement, of filly Women and Abbots, 86; 
the miſtiken Nation about them, 237; thoſe of Calprende 
cenſured, ib. formerly voluminous and enormous, but 
now more natural, ib Talents and Q1tlities requiſite in 


the Writers, ib. and 238; the Sou] of Romances ant who. 


are their proper Judges, 241; what ought to be the Scule 
and Character ot Komances. ibid. | 

Romance Writers, their pi:iful Manner of compoſing them, 
237; their ridiculous Manners and the impertinent Lan- 


guagę which they put in the Mouths of their Heroes, 238, 
ec, 


Romans very different from the Genoeſe, 190, 191; lazy and. 


proud, ib. | 

Nome, Account of its Manners and Cuſtoms, 41, and fol- 

lowing; the ſurprizing Meramor'holis it under Well, 69, 
70; is Power a erib'd to a Taliſman, 135; its modern 
Buildings not inferior to the ancient 171, Cc. always a 
Prey to the Avarice of the Pope) Nephews, 17:5 di- 
ſtracted by the Diſſentions of Marius and Sylla, Ceſar and 
Pompey, Auguſtus and Anthony, 194; burnt by Nero, 27; ; 
the Advantage of the Cardinals to it, 175; the Intrigues 
of the Curtezans, 351. . 

Reowille, Jeſuit, the wretched Author of a very inſipid Roman 

_ Hiſtory, 262, Cc. | 

Rouſſeau, the Son of a Cobler, 157, 

Rouſſet, his Knowledge in Politicks, 131. 

Royalty, its Origin owing to the Neceſſity of Peoples hav- 
ing Kings, 390. 

Rufinus abuſed by St. Jerome, 99. SABATAI 
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SABATAI SE PI, Hiſtory of this falſe Meſfpah, 376, Cc. 


Sadducees. (W] a of their Errors, 202. 


_ Sages Of Greece would be reduced, if living, to write Dedi- 


cat ions to Brokers and Financers, 272. Cc. 

Saints and their Relicks ſubject to Mode, 11, 12; Proceſli- 
ons with their Shrines deſcribed, 63, Cc. every one of 
them cures ſome Diſtemper, and their Reſemblance to 
the Lares and Penates of the Pagans, ibid. the Diſlodger of 
the Saints, 170; the ridiculous Hiſtory of there Lives 
worſe written than thoſe of the Puiloſophers, 216, Cc. 
Account of their Feſtivals in Italy, 251; worſhipped ac- 
cording to their Reputation, ib. brought by Nazarenes to 
Baitles, 322; ſerved preferably to God, 333; vain So- 
phiſms to prove the Invocation of them, 334. 

Saltpetre, Houſe of Correction well known to the Wenches 
of the Opera, 15. | | 

Salvation, the Nazarenes may hope for it as wel] as the Jews, 
242, Cc. the Anſwer of rhe Proteſtants on this Subject, 
244; the Opinions of St. Themas, St. Bernard, and Andreas 
Vega upon this Head, 247 248. Rn 

Salutos, or Salutes, the Ceremonies or Feaſts of the Church 
in Italy, 252. 1 | | | 

Sanhedrin, firſt Tribunal of the Fews at Zeruſalem, 305; ad- 
mits of the ora] Law of the Prophets, 16. 


Santons, Turkiſh Friars, very much reſpeRed, 50. 


Sarpi, Fra, Paolo, his Joke upon the Portmantean at the 
Council of Trent, 175; his Eiſtory of the Council of 
Trent, 370. | 

Sarſena taken by Theodore, King of Corſica, 398. 

Savona, tyrannz d over, and relzev'd, 233, 234. 

Savoyards, ſtupid and dull, 253, Cc. have acquired no 
Fame in the Arts and Sciences, 254. | 

Scaliger Foſevh, his Opinion about the Deluge, 260, 

Sceptre of Judah, the Fews Unbelief of the Frophecy rela- 
ting to it, 59. | El 

Sciences cntivated in France in a very limited Manner, 16, 
Sc. have their tavonrable Junures. 128; why they 
fade or flouriſh at certain Seatons. 133. Cc. Glory and 
Emulation their chief Incentives. ib. and 2743 the Ci- 
tizens may be as perfect in them as the Nobles, 153; 
they conduct to Immortality. 343. 344; the Path ought | 
to be open to all Religions, 371. | 

gcudery. an Author of incoherent Romances. 263. | 

Sculpture, Academies for it at Paris and Rome, 126, 127; 
owes its Birth to Love and to Chance, 356. 

Scythia very flouziſhing after the Deluge, 259. 


Secretaries 


e 


zf 


„„ 


Secretaries of State, their proper Qualities, 152, and foll. 


Seed, human, an odd Paſſage relating to it from St. Bernard, 
111; and from an Tatian Author, ibid. 

Seneca, accuſed of Puſillanimity in his dying Hour, 205; 
a fine Statue of him, 175, See Notes. 

Seraglio, the Indolence of that Place admirably deſcrib'd by 
Racine, 285; the Horrors that we ſee on encering that of 
Conſtantinople, 373; how melancholly within, ib. 

Sermons pleatantly deſcribed by a 7ew, 29, &c. 

Shrines of the Saints, their Proceſlions, 63, &c. 


Sick and dying Perſons, how managed by the Monks and 


- Prieſts, 381, Cc. 
S'91sbjes, à Sort of Gallants at Genoa, countenanced by the 
Husbands, 230. | 
Silence preterr4 by Men of Senſe rather than to write againſt 
their Sent iments, 86, f | 

Simeon Stylites, his 40 Years Station on a Pillar, 172, 

Sim plioniſis, excellent in Pied mont, 337. 

Singing, how it Charms young Peuple, 1437 

Sins reinitted by the grand Penitentiaries of Rome with the 
Touch of a Wand, 43. 

Servantes, Poems of Provence, 255. 

Sixtus quintus, Pope, baniſhes the Curtezans from Rome, 372; 
and ſeverely puniſhes Debaucherics, ib. 1 

Slauder, the Foible of the French, and particularly of their 
Fetits-maitres, 78, Cc. not fo nuch practiſed by ihe Ma- 
homet ans, 117, 118; Women the Authors of ut, 6. wha 
are very much addicted to it, 16, = 

Smaus, an injurious Word to Gelign a German Few, 377. 

Society, civil, hardly to be maintained without Treachery 


and Diſſimulation 79; how much Celibacy is prejudicia! 


to it, 337. ; . 
8 eat and wiſe Philoſopher, his Sayings collected 
by Xencthon, 275, 277. See Notes. 


Scliman, à Painter, his Pictures at Genoa, 190. Sce Notes. 


Solitude, a Picture of it, 239, Cc. | 
Somis, an admirable Player on the Violin, 526, c. 


Suphocles, an excelient Poet, 133; majeſtick and tublime, 
180; an admirable Tregedian, 282; inferior to Corneil:e, 
ib. his Pieces hort, 283. 

Sorbonne, the moſt famous of the Colleges of France, &; loſt 


us Reputation pail Recovery, by joining with the Sediti- 


ous. 88, 99; its Doctors tavd with Irreligion, 388. 
Sercerers. Im poſtors, or Viſionaries, 138. &c. one that Was 
deluded brought to his Sentes Ey Gaſſend!, 139, Cc. they 
were formerly bunt in France, which did but increate 
their Number, 141; ſeveral Parliaments denyed there 
were any ſuch People, 10. 
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IND PE. X. 
Seu ſamour, a fable Marten in French made into a furr'd Cap, . 
Syverergn Princes, always to be relpected, 235 35, 27; oughit 
not to bedelpotick and Tyrants, but Fathers of tneir Pe. 
Ple, 377 ought to be ſubject to the Laws, but not to be 
Jud ged. | 
Kifling the Pope's Slipper, 75; andto other Ceremonies, 


135 ; the Criuging of the Grandees and Courtiers before 


them, 160; not ſo much expoſed to publick Hatred as 
their Miniſters, 164; What they ought to be, 186, 187; 
they model their Severities into Maxims, 187; have great 
need of Advice, ib. their lawful Rights very well bound: - 


224 — 


they make them the Victims of their Paſſions, ib. how 
much indebied to the Learned, 341, 3423 ſubject to Laws, 
390; their Duties branched out, 351; Vice the firſt Ori- 
Sin of them, 392, Cc. to God alone, 392, 393; depend- 
ing on none but him, 34. NN l 
&c, believed by many to be material tho? immortal, 224, 
cc. Reaſons given for its Immortality, 227, &c. a pure 
Spirit, the divine Breath, 393. | eren 
Soul of the World, the Syſtem ot many of the old Philoſo- 
phers, and of Spinoſa, 225, 225. ines ern 
Souls, the Policy and Craft of the Romiſh Clergy as to thoſe 
which they ſay are in Purgatory, 199,70 00S 
Spain abounds with uncircumciſed Fews, 26; its Inquiſition 
the Cauſe of the Loſs of the United Provinces, 53. 
Spaniards look on the Puniſhment of the Jews as pnblick Fe- 
ſtivals, 29; their ridiculous Vanity, 256, 257; their 
Sloth and Arrogance, 274. | 17 
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them, 13 to 15; frequented by the Abbes, 30, c 
Sberm. See Seed. | ths 
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226; the Abominableneſs of it, 227; receives a Stab with 
a Knife from a Jew, and abandons their Communion, 331. 
Spying Gaſes uſed at the Play-houſes, 13. [C2219 IIB 
State, its Happineſs depends on the good Adminiſtration of 
the Sovereign Authority, 37; its Diviſions always dan- 
gerous, ib. weak or powerful according to its Sovereign 
or Miniſter, 27, Ec. a i 0. li N00 
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Zane c. the Cauſe of their being aboliſhed, ib. 
Statues, eine to the Mahometans, will demand their 
Sonls at the Hands of the Sculptors, 115; thoſe in the 
Pamphili Gardens mutilated at the Inſtigation of a Jeſuit, 
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y their Subjects, ib. are reduced tothe Slavery of 


ed, ib. and 188; as Judges and Fathers of their Subjects 


Soul. its Actions upon the Body A perpetnal Miracle, 126, 


Spec tacles, publick, how the Men and the Women behave at 


| Spinoſa, his Syſtem almoſt like that of the Soul of the World, | 


States. General in France, what were their Rights and Prero- 


8 
5 


IN D E X. 


Se de, bad till the XVth Century, when it was refined by 
omroverſies, 112. TP 


Storrs, a frantick Set of Philoſophers, more nopſenſica! 


than the Epicureans, 279; their haughty and chimerical 
Pretenſions, ib. reproved by Cicero, ib. See Notes; had no 
View but to ſatisfy their Valli y. 1h. | 
Studies, ill directed in France, 28, 133; a Bnrgher may make 
as good a Scholar ata Nobleman, 15%. 151, 153. 
Subjeits ought not to judge their Sovereigns. 37, 302, 3833 
are always Victims to the Paſtions of their Priucas, 188 


Stger, Abbot, of St. Denis, a very able Miniſter of State, 265, 


266. 
Sultans. See Grand Signiors. 
Sun does not excite Fire and Vivacity in the Imagination, 
179, 180. | | 
Superſtition of the Romans, Inſtances of it, 41, 45; and of 
the Pari/ians, 46, 49; a notable Example of it at Dole, in 
France, ib, | 

8 the Misfortunes of their late Diviſions, 194. 

8 


„the Calamities he brought upon che Republick of 
Rome, ib. | | 


TYACITUS, a curious Quotation from him relating to the 
Jews, 250, See Notes, | | | 

Taliſmans, the Power of Rome 8 to be owing to one, 
135; many People deluded to believe their Virtue, and 
Arguments to undeceive them, 136, 129, Ge. i 

Talmud, Collection of rabbiniſt Traditions, 302; Errors 
and Abſurdities of it. ih. its Precepts better obſerv'd than 


the Law, 303, 304; its different Authors, and the Times 


of us compoling, 305, 306. | 
Tartars very obedient to their Parents, 117. 
Tartary, its flouriſhing State ſoon after the Deluge, 259, 
Tenſons, Paems of Provence, 255. | | | 


Terence, ſupposd to be a Piedmonteſe, 252; wants Fire, 


Strength of Fancy, and Variety in his Pictures, 281. 
Tertulian, his Opinion, that the Soul is material, 225, See 
Notes. 120 | | 
Theatre, the Intrigues there for and againſt Performances, 
30, 31; the Service done to the French Theatre by corgeille, 
152; Love the Soul of it. 283. : | 


Theatre, Italian, (new) its Pieces dull in reading, but lively L 


1 


when acted, 279; che Fate of the old at Paris, 280. 
Theodorus, St. Patron of Venice before St. Mark, 348. 
Theodore I. King of Corſica, how dreſsd when he arriv'd in 

that Iſland, 387; the marvellous of his Adventure, 388, 

c. believ'd to be Ra 15 Ripperd a. ib, known to be 

he B. who : his Power, 390. 5 

oe _ 9 Go: wy Theodorus 
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Fheodorus, Mathematician, whoſe Lectures Plato went to 
bear at Cirens 38. | 5 
Theologians expect to be believ'd on their bare Word. 20: 
very untit co be conſulted on War, 367. ee 
Theſes, ridiculous, of the School of the Wem! bl, 2g. 
Thibaud, Count, of champagne, his Amour with 'Q. Blanche 
and his Verſes upon her, 255. i ps Kh 
Thomas Aquinas has ſome good Things, but many Abſurdi- 
ties, 112; a bad Writer, ib. and 113; his Opinlon as to 
the Salvation of the Gentiles, 237; ſirnam'd the Flower 
of the Schqol, 310; maintains an Impoſture concerning 
the Incarnation, 16. ge 5 OY 
Thomaſſin, a praiſe-worthy Hiſtorian of Provence, 255. 
The, his excellent Hiſtory will be eſteem'd by Poſteriry, 
360 tho? a Papiſt, reſpedted by Proteſtants, 264. . 
Titles, how groundleſs thoſe beſtdw'd on Princes, 186 137, 
Titus Livy, an excellent Hiftorian, 262. 
Tournefort, a famous Boraniſt of Provence, 255. 
Traditions the Ramparts of Zewiſh Rabbies and Papiſt Prieſts, 
307; how uſeful to the Jews againſt the Papiſts, 311. 
| Tragedy, Creek, Carried to Perfection, 232, es 
Lraged „Latin, very bad, 281. 5 3 . 
Tragedy, French, perfect, ib. equaf to the Greef, 280, 281, 
Trent. Council of, a jeſt on the Port manteab's falling into 
the Water. chat contain'd the Inſtruments ſent from Mime, 
175, See Notes. | A 
Travellers, their Pleaſures and Profit, 308; Contradictions 
in their Journals, 76. the ancient Philoſophers great Tra- 
vellers, ih. | | 
TYeviſans, a celebrated Painter, 333. e 
Trevoux, Journal of, extremely partial and contemptible, 34 
Troubadours. Poets of Provence, their Privileges, 355. © 
4h rs Characters, 12. | | 
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Tulleries, Rendezvous of Fops and Coquets, and the Theatre 
of Calumny, 8. 1 «mg 
Turenne, General, his great Actions ever memorable, 151. 

Turin, a fine large City, 251. " ; 
Turks kifs the Bow-ſtring that is to ſtrangle them, 20; their 
SGallantry compaq with the French, 6r, 62. 

Turpin, Archbiſhop, made no Uſe of a Sword, but knock'd 
down With 2Ch ade. . nn 
Tyranny, reduc'd by . Nereign Princes into an Art, 187. 


J 


Iss Es, eterniz?d by Hamer, 242, 
Vurpers. See Tyrants and Conquerers, . 
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Vialer. See Grand Vixier. 


INDE X. 


V 
VANITY of the Spaniards ridiculous and extravagant, 
236, Cc. | 
Varius, a Latin Poet, his Theiſtus a good Piece, but loſt, 232. 
Vauban, an iſluſtrious Warrior and Engineer. 152. 
Payer (la Mothe le) his ill Defence of the Smiles of D-mocrimes, 
and the Tears of H.rac!itzs, 275 ; (See Nies) defends the 
Emperor Julian againſt the Calumnies of the Fathers, 
364, 365; See Notes. | 


"I his Opinion of the Salvation of the Gentiles, 248; Sve 
ofes, | 


Vendome, Dake of, a Model for Generals, 151. 


Vengeance, the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure of the Clergy. 125; ta- 

ken by a Car melite Fryar, 22, &c, and by a Franciſcan Fry ar, 
„39. 

Hes, and Venetians ; Popes Bulls lock'd up without being 
read, 37; Deſcription of the Manners and Government 
of that Republick, 345, and following; the Senate diſ- 
poſes of all, ibid. the Nobles haughty, ibid. chuſe St. 
Mark for their Patron out of Vanity, 343; a Converſa- 
tion of one of their Embaſſadors with Delagates from 


Geneva, 349; give a great Liberty, ibid. their Characters, 
and that of their Wives, 350; the Mothers ſell their 
Daughters, ibid. Management of the Curtezans, 351; 


reaſonable, and not ſuperſtitious, 366; the Monks have 
no Power, 370; Severity of their Politicks, ibid. the In- 
quiſition very much tied up, ibid. Printing very free, ibid. 
adapt Religion to their Politicks, 379, 371 ; furniſh the 
City with Curtezans, 371; Profits which they draw 
from them, 272. 
Vertot, Abbot, his Abridgment of the Roman Hiſtory, a 
good Book, 253. | | 
Vicegerent of God, a Title only belonging to the Mah, but 
uſurp'd by the Pope, 20. 
Victor, St. Patron of Battles, 322. 
Villars, a good General, 152 ; his Ad miſſion into the Frenc' 
Academy, 155. | | | 
Vincennes, the Convulſionaries confin'd there, 48. 


Vintyards, magnificent Country Seats of the Cardinals and 


Roman Lords. 176. 


Pugs Notion of the Soul of the World, 255, 256; as 


much known as Auguſtus, 341. 
Virgins ever-blooming, one of the Joys of Paradiſe, 115, 


Uirtue alone does not ennoble Families, 121; the only Means 


of Grandeur with the Mabometans, 122 ought to be the 
Foundation of Friendſhip, 330. | 


O 0 3 Filtaire, 
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IND & X: 


Voltaire, his philoſophical Letters expoſe him to the Perſe- 


cution of the Monks and Baniſhment, 17 ; a good Poet, 
and introduces a new Method of Tragedy, 283; Judg- 

ment of his Piece, entituled.. The Death of Cæſar, 284; the 
Characters too uniform, 283. 2 


WANDS, us'd by the Grand Penitentiaries of Rome, to 
touch the Feople when they abſolve them, 43. 

War, the Roughneſs and Cruelty of that Trade, 367, &c. 
the Naxarenes know all the Iniquity of it, yet are ex- 
tremely keen and cruel in it, 368. | 3 

Water, holy, its Uſe in Interments, 36; its pretended Vir- 
rue againſt Devils, 212. 

Whates, a childiſh Story of the Rabbies concerning two, 168. 

Wicked, their Proſperity an Argument of the Soul's Immor- 
tality, 228; are all ſenfible of their Guilt, 229. 

Widows, their Grimaces and new Engagements, 3. 

Will cannot be determined by Philtres, 137. rt 

William III. of England, Larrey contradicts himſelf in his 
Character of him, 361. 3 


Wiſe-men, the Stoics miſapply that Name to themſelves. 


See Sages, | | 
Wit, its ſparkling Quality peculiar to the French, 179; every 
Frenchman pretends to Wit and Knowledge, 64 ; the Gift 

of Heaven, and not of high Birth, 152. 

Wits and Libertines have a Remorſe which forces them, 

whether they will or no, to believe there is a God, 212. 
Women, on what Terms they are marry'd in Franee, 4; their 
Character, 3, 6, 7, 8; their Fondneſs for Faſhions, 10, 
11; their Behaviours at Plays, &c. 13, 14; ſubject to the 
Criticiſm of the Beaus, ib. Dreſs, every where their Foi- 
ble, 62; affect to be Judges of witty Compoſitions, 64; 
their delicate Taſte, ib. their Diſimulation and Treach- 
ery, 77, Cc. their Nicety in Point of Dreſs, 81; great 
Readers of Romances, 86; the firſt Movers of Scandal, 
and the Authors of various Misfortunes, 118 ; the Con- 
ſtraint upon the Turkiſh Women, ib. an impertinent Rea. 
ſon for their Tittle-tattle, 169; the French and Genoeſe 
Husbands the Occaſion of their Wives Diſhoneſty, 232 3 
have no Share now in the French Miniſtry, 265 ; are Spies 


whom it is difficult to guard againſt, 265; their Power 


and Cunning, and the great Events chat are owing to 
them, ib. and 266, G. 
World could not be the Effect of the fortuitous Concourſe of 
Atoms, 209, and following. | | 
n T tor Mankind, 208, 209; regu- 
ated by God himſelf, 249% 
1 XENOPHOD, 
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INDE X. 
XENO PH ON, the Clearneſs, Conciſeneſs, and Acuracy of 


his Writings, 180; an excellent Hiſtorian, 262. 
Ximenes, Cardinal, a very able Miniſter, 265. 


2 
20 NAR Us tells a Fable about Plato's Tomb, 310. 
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ERRAT A. 
AGE, 4, 3, 6, 12, 17, 20, 22, 25, 27, 34, 35, for Na- 
zarites and Nazarite, read Nazarenes and Nazarene, P. 
10, I. I5, r. notwirbſt anding all. P. 16, J. 8, 1. Ramadan. P. 
26, I. 6, r. notwithſtanding the. P. 45, l. 13, 21, r. Chapel, P. 
50, l. ult. r. Derviſhes, P. 54, I. 22, r. Nazareniſm, P. 57, 
I. 21, r. Naxareniſm. P. 62, I. 27, r. Derviſh. P. 91, I. 21, 
28, r. Julian. P. 92, I. 4, r. Julian. P. 96, l. ult. r. convinced. 
P. 106, I. 3, r. Eunomians, P. 200, 1.6, r. in Nazareniſm, 
| P. 200, J. 22, r. Supe i ficies. P. 255 I, I9, r. of his Love. P. 
260, I. 7, r. fiſty. P. 326, I. 14 r. Rabbiniſt. P. 346, l. 7, in- 
ſtead of but he alone, r. and. P. 28 5, |. 9, for and more, r. and 
as, P. 352, I. 23, for Breath, r. B/eadth. 
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